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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Minutes of the proceedings of a Sitting of the House of Representatives held at
the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s on Friday 7" March, 2025 at
10:00 and on Monday 10" and Tuesday 11" March, 2025 at 9:00 a.m.

PRESENT

Mr. Speaker
The Honourable Leo Cato
in the Chair

Honourable Dickon Mitchell, MP - Prime Minister & Minister for National

(St. David) Security, Home Affairs, Information,
Disaster Management & Public
Administration, Infrastructure and
Physical Development, Public Utilities &
Civil Aviation and Transportation

Honourable Philip Telesford, MP - Minister for Health & Leader of

(St. George South-East) Government’s Business

Honourable Joseph Andall, MP - Minister for Foreign Affairs, Trade &
(St. Patrick West) Export Development

Honourable Lennox J. Andrews, MP - Minister for Economic Development,
(St. Andrew South-West) Planning, Agriculture & Lands, Marine

Resources and Cooperatives



Honourable Tevin Andrews, MP
(Carriacou & Petite Martinique)

Honourable Dennis Cornwall, MP
(St. Patrick East

Honourable Kerryne Z. James, MP
(St. John)

Honourable Ron Livingston Redhead, MP

(St. George North-East)

Honourable Delma Thomas, MP
(St. Andrew North-West)

Honourable Andy Williams, MP
(South St. George)

Honourable Emmalin Pierre, MP
(St. Andrew South-East)

Dr. the Rt. Hon. Keith C. Mitchell, PC, MP, JP -

(St. George North-West)

Dr. the Hon. Clarice Modeste-Curwen, MP -

(St. Mark)

Honourable Kate Lewis-Peters, MP -

(St. Andrew North-East)

Honourable Peter David, MP
(Town of St. George)

Minister for Carriacou, Petite Martinique
Affairs and Local Government

Minister for Finance

Minister for Climate Resilience, the
Environment and Renewable Energy
Member

Minister for Youth and Sports, Mental
Health & Religious Affairs

Minister for Mobilisation,

Implementation and Transformation

Leader of His Majesty’s Opposition

Member

Deputy Speaker

Member

Member

ABSENT/EXCUSED

The Sitting of the House began at 10:00 a.m.

Prayers were said.

PRAYERS
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OATH OF ALLEGIANCE OR AFFIRMATION OF A NEW MEMBER

There was no Oath of Allegiance or Affirmation of a New Member.

MINUTES
The Leader of Government’s Business moved that the Minutes of the proceedings of a
Sitting of the House of Representatives held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale,
St. George’s on Tuesday 28th January, 2025 at 9:00 a.m. be taken as read.
Question proposed.
Question put and agreed to.
Minutes taken as read.
The Leader of Government’s Business moved the confirmation of the Minutes of the
proceedings of a Sitting of the House of Representatives held at the Parliament Chamber,
Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s on Tuesday 28th January, 2025 at 9:00 a.m. be taken as read.
Question proposed.
Question put and agreed to.
Minutes confirmed.
The Leader of Government’s Business moved that the Minutes of the proceedings of a
Special Sitting of the House of Representatives held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt.
Wheldale, St. George’s on Tuesday 11th February, 2025 at 9:00 a.m. be taken as read.
Question proposed.
Question put and agreed to.
Minutes taken as read.
The Leader of Government’s Business moved the confirmation of the Minutes of the
proceedings of a Special Sitting of the House of Representatives held at the Parliament
Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s on Tuesday 11th February, 2025 at 9:00 a.m. be

taken as read.

Question proposed.
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Question put and agreed to.

Minutes confirmed.

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL

There was no message from the Governor-General.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY MR. SPEAKER

Mr. Speaker made the following announcement:

“‘Honourable Members, and folks sitting in the balcony, we now have a new Leader of His
Majesty’s Opposition, the Honourable Parliamentary Representative for St. Andrew
South-East is now the Leader of His Majesty’s Opposition. | wish to extend very best
wishes to you Honourable MP and now Leader of His Majesty’s Opposition.

| wish to also say that over the past two and half days, Grenada hosted the Honourable
Speaker of the House of Commons of the Canadian Parliament, Honourable Greg
Fergus. | know that he left the island this morning to return to Canada and we hosted him
and | know he did pay a courtesy call on our Prime Minister and some other entities. His
comment to us, not just last evening, but even prior to that was that Grenada is a
wonderful place and that he intends to return to Grenada with his family for an extended
vacation.

And finally, just tomorrow the world celebrates, ‘International Women’s Day’ and | want
to at this point, wish every woman hearing my voice, not just here in the Parliament, but
every woman hearing my voice, advanced best wishes for International Woman'’s Day. |
am also advised that special tokens have been prepared for the women MP’s in
Parliament. So you would receive those tokens when the Parliament Sitting is ended
today.

| do hope that as the women celebrate tomorrow that they are given the support in so
doing. Those are my announcements, thank you.”

PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS

There was no presentation of Petitions.
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PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND
REPORTS FROM SELECT COMMITTEES

The Leader of Government’s Business moved that the following Reports and Papers be
laid on the Table:

Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for the year 2025

Medium Term Economic and Fiscal Strategy Report 2025 - 2027

Medium Term Debt Management Strategy 2025-2027

Annual Debt Report 2023

Report on use of CCRIF Payout

NOC Report - 50th Independence Anniversary Celebrations

Report on Contingency Fund 2024

© N o g s~ w D PE

Minutes of the Proceedings of a Meeting of the Standing Committee on Finance
held in the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s on Wednesday
19" February, 2025 at 9:00 a.m.

The Speaker ordered that the Reports and Papers be laid on the Table.

UNOPPOSED PRIVATE BUSINESS

There was no unopposed private business.

QUESTIONS

There were no questions.

URGENT QUESTIONS UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF STANDING ORDER NO. 20
(1) (NOTICE OF QUESTIONS)

There were no urgent questions under the provisions of Standing Order No. 20 (1)
(Notice of Questions).

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

There were no Statements by Ministers.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS
There were no Personal Explanations.
MOTIONS
a) The Minister for Finance moved the following Motion standing in his name:

RESOLUTION FOR THE ESTIMATES OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 15T JANUARY, 2025 TO 315" DECEMBER, 2025

WHEREAS it is necessary to provide for the services of the State of Grenada for
the Year 2025 by means of an Appropriation Act;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for the Fiscal
Year 18t January, 2025 to 315t December, 2025 be approved.

Question proposed.

The Minister for Finance advised the House that he had the consent of the Governor-
General to proceed with the Motion, since it had monetary implications.

The Minister for Finance advised the House that in compliance with the Public Finance
Management Act and Regulations, the Fiscal Resilience Act and the Public Debt
Management Act, the following Reports were laid in the House for approval:
i.  Medium Term Economic and Fiscal Strategy Report 2025 — 2027.
ii. 2023 Annual Debt Report.
iii.  Medium-Term Debt Management Strategy Report 2025-2027.
iv.  Report on use of CCRIF Payout

v. NOC Report - 50th Independence Anniversary Celebrations

vi.  Report on Contingency Fund 2024

The Minister for Finance delivered the Budget Speech.
The Minister for Finance thanked God, the Prime Minister, Cabinet, all the Members

of Parliament and staff for their support, and contributions for the preparation and
delivery of the 2025 Budget and Presentation.
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The Speaker thanked the Minister for Finance for the delivery of the Budget Speech.

The Leader of Government's Business moved the adjournment of the House until
Monday 10" March, 2025 at 9:00 a.m. in the forenoon.

Question proposed.

House adjourned at 12:12 p.m. until Monday 10" March, 2025 at 9:00 in the
forenoon.
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House resumed on
Monday 10" March, 2025
at 9:00 a.m.

PRESENT

Mr. Speaker
The Honourable Leo Cato
in the Chair

Honourable Dickon Mitchell, MP
(St. David)

Honourable Philip Telesford, MP
(St. George South-East)

Honourable Joseph Andall, MP
(St. Patrick West)

Honourable Lennox J. Andrews, MP
(St. Andrew South-West)
Honourable Tevin Andrews, MP

(Carriacou & Petite Martinique)

Honourable Dennis Cornwall, MP
(St. Patrick East

Honourable Kerryne Z. James, MP
(St. John)

Honourable Ron Livingston Redhead, MP
(St. George North-East)

Honourable Delma Thomas, MP
(St. Andrew North-West)

Honourable Andy Williams, MP
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Prime Minister & Minister for National
Security, Home Affairs, Information,
Disaster Management & Public
Administration, Infrastructure and
Physical Development, Public Utilities &
Civil Aviation and Transportation

Minister for Health & Leader of
Government’s Business

Minister for Foreign Affairs, Trade &
Export Development

Minister for Economic Development,
Planning, Agriculture & Lands, Marine
Resources and Cooperatives

Minister for Carriacou, Petite Martinique
Affairs and Local Government

Minister for Finance

Minister for Climate Resilience, the
Environment and Renewable Energy
Member

Minister for Youth and Sports, Mental
Health & Religious Affairs

Minister for Mobilisation,



(South St. George) Implementation and Transformation

Honourable Emmalin Pierre, MP - Leader of His Majesty’s Opposition
(St. Andrew South-East)

Dr. the Rt. Hon. Keith C. Mitchell, PC, MP, JP - Member
(St. George North-West)

Dr. the Hon. Clarice Modeste-Curwen, MP - Deputy Speaker
(St. Mark)
Honourable Kate Lewis-Peters, MP - Member

(St. Andrew North-East)

Honourable Peter David, MP - Member
(Town of St. George)

ABSENT/EXCUSED

PRAYERS

Prayers were said.

Debate on the 2025 Budget ensued.

The under-mentioned Members made contributions:

Parliamentary Representative for St. Andrew South-East and Leader of His
Majesty’s Opposition

Minister for Economic Development, Agriculture & Lands, Marine and
Cooperatives

Minister for Health

Minister for Carriacou and Petite Martinique Affairs and Local Government
Parliamentary Representative for St. Andrew North-East

Minister for Foreign Affairs, Trade and Export Development

Minister for Climate Resilience, the Environment and Renewable Energy
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The Leader of Government’s Business moved the adjournment of the House until
Tuesday 11t March, 2025 at 9:00 a.m. in the forenoon.

Question put and agreed to.

House adjourned at 6:40 p.m. until Tuesday 11" March, 2025 at 9:00 in the forenoon.
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House resumed
on Tuesday 11t March, 2025

at 9:00 a.m.

PRESENT

House of Representatives

Mr. Speaker

The Honourable Leo Cato

Honourable Dickon Mitchell, MP
(St. David)

Honourable Philip A. Telesford, MP
(St. George South-East)

Honourable Joseph Andall, MP
(St. Patrick West)

Honourable Lennox J. Andrews, MP
(St. Andrew South-West)
Honourable Tevin Andrews, MP

(Carriacou & Petite Martinique)

Honourable Dennis Cornwall, MP
(St. Patrick East)

Honourable Kerryne Z. James, MP
(St. John)

Honourable Ron Livingston Redhead, MP
(St. George North-East)

Honourable Delma Thomas, MP
(St. Andrew North-West)
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in the Chair

Prime Minister & Minister for National
Security, Home Affairs, Information,
Disaster = Management &  Public
Administration, Infrastructure and
Physical Development, Public Utilities &
Civil Aviation and Transportation

Leader of Government’s Business &
Minister Health

Minister for Foreign Affairs, Trade &
Export Development

Minister for Economic Development,
Agriculture & Lands, Marine Resources
& Cooperatives

Ministry of Carriacou, Petite Martinique
Affairs and Local Government

Minister for Finance

Minister for Climate Resilience, the
Environment and Renewable Energy
Member

Minister for Youth & Sports, Mental
Health and Religious Affairs



Honourable Andy Williams, MP
(South St. George)

Honourable Emmalin Pierre, MP
(St. Andrew South-East)

Minister for Mobilisation, Implementation
and Transformation

Leader of His Majesty’s Opposition

Dr. the Rt. Hon. Keith C. Mitchell, PC, MP, JP - Member
(St. George North-West)
Hon. Dr. Clarice Modeste-Curwen, MP - Deputy Speaker
(St. Mark)
Honourable Kate Lewis-Peters, MP - Member
(St. Andrew North-East)
Honourable Peter David, MP - Member
(Town of St. George)

ABSENT

PRAYERS

Prayers were said.

The debate on the 2025 Budget ensued.

The under-mentioned Members made contributions:

< Parliamentary Representative for St. George North-East

% Minister for Youth & Sports, Mental Health and Religious Affairs
% Parliamentary Representative for the Town of St. George

% Minister for Mobilisation, Implementation and Transformation

The House was adjournment for lunch from 1: 25 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Question put and agreed to.

House adjourned for lunch at 1:25 p.m.
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House resumed at 2:30 p.m.

Debate continued.

The under-mentioned Members made contributions:

% Parliamentary Representative for St. Mark & Deputy Speaker
% Minister for Finance

The Speaker asked the Honourable Minister for Finance to join him at the table and a
discussion was held between the Speaker, Clerk and Minister for Finance.

% The Minister for Finance then returned to his seat where he continued to speak.
He agreed to share the document “Fiscal Management and Government
Spending” with the Speaker.

The Speaker asked the Minister for Finance to break for a three (3) minute recess to get
a matter resolved.

House adjourned for a short period.
The Speaker and the Clerk left the Chamber.
The House resumed.

The Speaker commented on the recess called, indicating that it was due to the absence
at the Sitting of the Parliamentary Representative for St. George North-West and the
Honourable Prime Minister, Parliamentary Representative for St. David. The Speaker
advised the House that the recess was to make allowances for their contributions to the
Budget Debate.

The Prime Minister entered the Chamber. He informed the House that the Honourable
Parliamentary Representative for St. George North-West has the opportunity to make his
debate contribution before he (the Prime Minister) makes his contribution which would
include the conclusion to the Budget Debate for 2025.

The Speaker informed the House that he communicated with both the Prime Minister and
the Honourable Parliamentary Representative for St. George North-West during the
recess, with the expectation that both Members would be present in the Chamber.

The Speaker indicated that he consulted the Honourable Member for St. George North

West with the understanding that he would be in the Chamber to make his contribution to
the Budget Debate.
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The Prime Minister confirmed with the Speaker, that his allotted time to speak was one
and half hours and endeavoured to make his contribution and close the Budget Debate.

% Prime Minister & Minister for National Security, Home Affairs, Information, Disaster
Management & Public Administration, Infrastructure and Physical Development,
Public Utilities & Civil Aviation and Transportation.

The Parliamentary Representative for St. George North-West entered the Chamber.

The Parliamentary Representative for St. George North-West stood on a Point of Order.
He questioned the procedure during the Budget Debate on who would be the mover of
the Motion for the Budget Debate and the person concluding the Debate.

The Speaker advised the House that the Honourable Prime Minister would close the
Debate.

The Parliamentary Representative commented on the procedure concerning the
circumstances where the Minister for Finance was in the process of doing the conclusion
to the Debate prior to the recess, and the decision taken thereafter that the Honourable
Prime Minister would now conclude the Debate.

A discussion was held between the Speaker and the Parliamentary Representative for
St. George North-West on the procedure during Budget Debate concerning who would
be the mover of the Motion and who would do the closing of the debate.

The Speaker responded by referring to the rules of the House, Standing Order No. 40
subsection 5 which read as follows:

“the Minister finally concluding the debate, whether the Prime Minister, the
Minister of Finance or any other Minister designated by the Prime Minister,

may speak for one and a half hours in addition to his earlier speech on the
Budget if he had already so spoken.”

The Leader of His Majesty’s Opposition, Parliamentary Representative for St. Andrew
South-East stood on a Point of Clarity.

The Speaker responded to her comment and asked the Member to take her seat.

The Members of the Opposition left the Sitting (Chamber).

The Speaker asked the Prime Minister to continue his contribution to the Budget Debate.
The under-mentioned Members made contributions:

« Prime Minister & Minister for National Security, Home Affairs, Information, Disaster
Management & Public Administration, Infrastructure and Physical Development,
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Public Utilities & Civil Aviation and Transportation

The Speaker made comments.
Question put and agreed to.

The Motion was approved.

(b) The Minister for Finance moved the following Motion standing in his name:

RESOLUTION FOR THE PURPOSES OF SECTION 9(5) OF THE FISCAL
RESILIENCE ACT, NO. 11 OF 2023.

WHEREAS section 9(1) of the Fiscal Resilience Act, No. 11 of 2023 (hereinafter
referred to as “the Act”) provides that the Minister may, subject to negative
resolution, suspend the public debt target and primary balance rule under section
8 of the Act, at any time during a fiscal year where any one or more of the events
specified in section 9(1)(a)(b) or (c) occurs, if the Minister determines that
implementation of the public debt target and primary balance rule in the fiscal year
would be unduly harmful to the public finances and macroeconomic or financial
stability;

AND WHEREAS on the 15t day of July 2024, Hurricane Beryl devastated parts of
the State of Grenada;

AND WHEREAS on the 15t day of July 2024, the Prime Minister declared a disaster
by Statutory Rules and Order No. 21 of 2024 made pursuant to section 55(1) of
the Disaster Management Act, No. 2 of 2023;

AND WHEREAS that declaration constituted a major economic shock within the
meaning of section 9(1) of the Act;

AND WHEREAS it was prudent that the Minister exercise his power under section
9(1) to suspend by Order the public debt target and primary balance rule under
section 8 of the Act;

AND WHEREAS by virtue of the Fiscal Resilience (Suspension of the Public Debt
Target and Primary Balance Rule) Order, SRO No. 25 of 2024, the public debt
target and primary balance rule under section 8 of the Act were suspended for the
fiscal year ending on the 31st day of December 2024;
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AND WHEREAS the Fiscal Resilience (Suspension of the Public Debt Target and
Primary Balance Rule) Order, SRO No. 25 of 2024 was accompanied by the
memorandum required pursuant to section 9(2) of the Act;

AND WHEREAS section 9(5)(b) of the Act further provides that if the Minister is
satisfied that resumption of the application of the public debt target and primary
balance rule suspended by an Order under subsection (1) would be unduly harmful
to the public finances and macroeconomic or financial stability, the Minister may
extend the period for the Order under subsection (1) by a second or subsequent
Order subject to affirmative resolution made concurrently with the presentation of
the national Budget for the new fiscal year;

AND WHEREAS the Minister is satisfied that resumption of the application of the
public debt target and primary balance rule that was suspended by the Fiscal
Resilience (Suspension of the Public Debt Target and Primary Balance Rule)
Order, SRO No. 25 of 2024 would be unduly harmful to the public finances and
macroeconomic or financial stability;

AND WHEREAS it is expedient that the Fiscal Resilience (Suspension of the
Public Debt Target and Primary Balance Rule) (Extension) Order, 2025 which
seeks to extend the suspension of the requirements referred to in section 8 of the
Act for a further period of one fiscal year be approved by the House of
Representatives;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to section 9(5) of the Act,
the Fiscal Resilience (Suspension of the Public Debt Target and Primary Balance

Rule) (Extension) Order, 2025 as set out in the Schedule to this Resolution is
hereby approved by the House of Representatives.

Question proposed.
Question put and agreed to.

Motion was approved.

BILLS

APPROPRIATION (2025) BILL, 2025

The Leader of Government’s Business introduced the above-mentioned Bill for its first
reading.

The Bill was read a first time.
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The Leader of Government’s Business moved that the relevant Standing Order of the
House be suspended to enable the Bill to be taken through all its stages at that Sitting.

Question proposed.
Question put and agreed to.
Relevant Standing Order suspended.
The Leader of Government’s Business moved the second reading of the Bill.
Question proposed.
The under-mentioned Members spoke on the Bill:
% The Leader of Government’s Business
The Speaker and the Clerk consulted with the Leader of Government’s Business.

The Leader of Government’'s Business moved that the House resolve itself into a
Committee of the whole House to consider the Bill Clause by Clause.

Question proposed.
Question put and agreed to.

House in Committee.

Clause 2 - Appropriation - agreed to
Schedule - - agreed to
Clause 1 - Short title - agreed to

The Leader of Government’s Business moved that the House resume and the Chairman
of the Committee report progress on the Bill.

Question proposed.
Question put and agreed to.
House resumes.

The House resumed and the Chairman of the Committee reported that the Bill was
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considered by a Committee of the whole House and passed without amendment.

The Leader of Government’s Business moved that the Chairman’s Report be adopted.
Question proposed.

Question put and agreed to.

Chairman’s Report adopted.

The Leader of Government’s Business moved the third reading of the Bill.

Question proposed.

Question put and agreed to.

The Bill was read a third time and passed.

2025 BUDGET AND NEW HOSPITAL PROJECT LOAN AUTHORISATION BILL, 2025

The Leader of Government’s Business introduced the above-mentioned Bill for its first
reading.

The Bill was read a first time.

The Leader of Government’s Business moved that the relevant Standing Order of the
House be suspended to enable the Bill to be taken through all its stages at that Sitting.

Question proposed.

Question put and agreed to.

Relevant Standing Order suspended.

The Leader of Government’s Business moved the second reading of the BiIll.
Question proposed.

The under-mentioned Member spoke on the Bill:

» Prime Minister & Minister for National Security, Home Affairs, Information, Disaster
Management & Public Administration, Infrastructure and Physical Development,
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Public Utilities & Civil Aviation and Transportation
» Parliamentary Representative for the Town of St. George

Question put and agreed to.
The Bill was read a second time.

The Leader of Government’'s Business moved that the House resolve itself into a
Committee of the whole House to consider the Bill Clause by Clause.

Question proposed.
Question put and agreed to.

House in Committee.

Clause 2 - Authority to raise loan - agreed to
- Schedule - agreed to
Clause 1 - Short title - agreed to

The Leader of Government’s Business moved that the House resume and the Chairman
of the Committee report progress on the Bill.

Question put and agreed to.
House resumed.

The House resumed and the Chairman of the Committee reported that the Bill was
considered by a Committee of the Whole House and passed without amendment.

The Leader of Government’s Business moved that the Chairman’s Report be adopted.
Question put and agreed to.

Chairman’s Report adopted.

The Leader of Government’s Business moved the third reading of the Bill.

Question proposed.

Question put and agreed to.
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The Bill was read a third time and passed.

REQUEST FOR LEAVE TO MOVE THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE ON
MATTERS OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE
The Leader of Government’s Business moved the adjournment of the House sine die.
Question proposed.

The under-mentioned spoke on the adjournment:

B

% Honourable Peter David
«+ Honourable Dickon Mitchell

Question put and agreed to.

The Sitting of the House adjourned sine die at 6:38 p.m.
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Submitted to the Speaker for his signature in accordance with Section 6(2) of the Standing
Orders of the House of Representatives.

Andrew Augustine
CLERK OF PARLIAMENT

Signed by me pursuant to the provisions of Standing Order No. 6(2).

Leo Cato (Honourable)
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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