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  HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

________________________ 
 

Minutes of the proceedings of a Sitting of the House of Representatives held at 
the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s on Tuesday 26th March, 2024 

at 9:00 a.m. 
 

 
PRESENT 

 
House of Representatives 

 
Mr. Speaker 

The Honourable Leo Cato, MP 
in the Chair 

 

 

 
Honourable Dickon Mitchell, MP  
(St. David) 
 

- Prime Minister & Minister for National 
Security, Home Affairs, Information, 
Disaster Management & Public 
Administration, Infrastructure and 
Physical Development, Public Utilities & 
Civil Aviation and Transportation 
 

   
Honourable Joseph Andall, MP 
(St. Patrick West) 

- Minister for Foreign Affairs, Trade & 
Export Development  
 

Honourable Lennox J. Andrews 
(St. Andrew South-West) 

- Minister for Economic Development, 
Planning, Agriculture & Lands, Marine 
Resources and Cooperatives  
 

Honourable Tevin Andrews, MP 
(Carriacou & Petite Martinique) 

- Ministry of Carriacou, Petite Martinique 
Affairs and Local Government 

   
Honourable Dennis Cornwall, MP 
(St. Patrick East) 

- Minister for Finance 
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Honourable Kerryne Z. James, MP 
(St. John) 

- Minister for Climate Resilience, the 
Environment and Renewable Energy  
 

Honourable Ron Livingston Redhead, MP 
(St. George North-East) 

- Member  
 

   

Honourable Delma Thomas, MP 
(St. Andrew North-West) 
 

- Minister for Mental Health, Wellness & 
Religious Affairs 

(E  
Honourable Andy Williams, MP 
(South St. George) 

- Minister for Mobilisation, Implementation 
and Transformation 

   
Dr. the Rt. Hon. Keith C. Mitchell, PC, MP, JP 
(St. George North-West) 

- Leader of His Majesty’s Opposition 
 

   
Honourable Peter David, MP 
(Town of St. George) 

- Member  

   
Dr. the Hon. Clarice Modeste-Curwen, MP 
(St. Mark) 

- Deputy Speaker 

   

Honourable Kate Lewis, MP 
(St. Andrew North-East) 
 

- Member  

Honourable Emmalin Pierre, MP 
(St. Andrew South-East) 
 
 

- Member  
  

ABSENT/EXCUSED 
 

Honourable Philip A. Telesford, MP 
(St. George South-East) 

- Minister for Health & Leader of 
Government’s Business 
(Excused) 
 

 
 

PRAYERS 
 
 
Prayers were said. 
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OATH OF ALLEGIANCE OR AFFIRMATION OF A NEW MEMBER 
 
There was no Oath of Allegiance or Affirmation of a New Member. 
 

 
MINUTES 

 
 
The Prime Minister moved that the Minutes of the proceedings of a Sitting of the House 
of Representatives held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s on 
Tuesday 28th November, 2023 at 9:00 a.m. be taken as read. 
 
Question proposed. 
 
Question put and agreed to. 
 
Minutes taken as read. 
 
 
The Prime Minister moved the conformation of the Minutes of the proceedings of a Sitting 
of the House of Representatives held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. 
George’s on Tuesday 28th November, 2023 at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Question proposed. 
 
Question put and agreed to. 
 
Minutes confirmed. 
 
The Prime Minister moved that the Minutes of the proceedings of a Sitting of the House 

of Representatives held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s on 

Monday 4th December, 2023 at 10:00 and on Thursday 7th and Friday 8th December, 

2023 at 9:00 a.m. and on Monday 11th December, 2023 at 8:00 a.m. be taken as read. 

 

Question proposed. 
 
Question put and agreed to. 
 
Minutes taken as read. 
 

The Prime Minister moved the confirmation of the Minutes of the proceedings of a 
Sitting of the House of Representatives held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, 
St. George’s on Monday 4th December, 2023 at 10:00 and on Thursday 7th and Friday 
8th December, 2023 at 9:00 a.m. and on Monday 11th December, 2023 at 8:00 a.m. 
 

Question proposed.   
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Question put and agreed to. 
 
Minutes confirmed. 
 
The Prime Minister moved that the Minutes of the proceedings of a Special Joint Sitting 

of the Second Session of the Eleventh Parliament held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. 

Wheldale, St. George’s on Tuesday 6th February, 2024 at 9:00 a.m. be taken as read. 

 

Question proposed. 
 
Question put and agreed to. 
 
Minutes taken as read. 
 
The Prime Minister moved the confirmation of the Minutes of the proceedings of a 

Special Joint Sitting of the Second Session of the Eleventh Parliament held at the 

Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s on Tuesday 6th February, 2024 at 9:00 

a.m. 

 

Question proposed. 
 
Question put and agreed to. 
 
Minutes confirmed. 
 
 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 
 
There was no message from the Governor-General. 

 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY MR. SPEAKER 
 
Mr. Speaker made the following announcement: 
 
“Honourable Members, I wish to inform this Honourable House that the Member of 

Parliament for St. George South-East would be absent from this Sitting as he is out of 

State on official business and I was also informed that the MP from St. Mark, she was 

here earlier on and had an emergency and had to leave, but she hopes to be back with 

us.   
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Since our last Sitting, the Speaker, the Clerk and the President of the Senate were guest 

at the Westminster Parliament where the 72nd Anniversary of the Commonwealth was 

celebrated and we had some very interesting engagements there in terms of 

Parliamentary Procedures Westminster style.  In my view it was a trip that was worth it 

and the time well spent. 

 

I also want to inform this Honourable House that I was informed that the constituency 

funds is finally sorted out, the sum of thirty thousand dollars ($30,000.00) is being placed 

in the accounts of the MP’s for the various constituencies because the sum is ten 

thousand dollars ($10,000.00) per month and we are at the end of March. Really that 

$30,000 covers the first quarter of 2024. 

 

I would just like to say also that since our last Sitting the Governor-General has given 

Assent to the Appropriation (2024) Bill, 2023 and the 2024 Budget Loan Authorisation 

Bill, 2023, that was given assent by the Governor-General.  And I wish to remind this 

Honourable House that Grenada stands host to this year’s CARIFTA Games and I want 

to encourage all of us as MP’s to attend the games on the days we can and to give support 

to Team Grenada, because when Grenada does well, we all feel good about it. Those are 

my announcements, thank you.” 

 

 
PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS 

 
There was no presentation of Petitions. 
 
 

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND  
REPORTS FROM SELECT COMMITTEES 

 
The Prime Minister moved that the following Reports and Papers be laid on the Table: 
 

1. Grenada Investment Development Corporation Annual Report 2022; 

2. The Financial Intelligence Unit Grenada Annual Report 2022. 

3. GARFIN (Grenada Authority for the Regulation of Financial Institutions) – Report 

of the Supervisor of Insurance for the year ended 31st December, 2022. 

4. Grenada Bureau of Standards – 2022 Annual Report. 

 

The Speaker ordered that the Papers and Reports be laid on the table. 
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UNOPPOSED PRIVATE BUSINESS 

 

There was no unopposed private business. 

 

 

QUESTIONS 

 
The Leader of His Majesty’s Opposition commended the Speaker and his team for 

their attendance at the Westminster Seminar of 10th to 15th March, 2024. 

 
 
Dr. the Rt. Hon. Keith Mitchell, Leader of His Majesty’s Opposition will ask the 
Minister for Finance, Honourable Dennis Cornwall, the following questions: 
 
Questions No. 1 - 9 
 

(1) What was the actual budget provided to the National Organization Committee? 

 
(2) Were contracts awarded in keeping with the Public Procurement Act of 

Grenada? If yes, please provide evidence of the same? 

 
(3) Who designed the “Grenada Turns 50” logo and how much was paid to that 

service provider?  

 
(4) Who owns the copyright for the official theme song of the 50th Independence 

Celebration?  

 
(5) How much funds were raised from the sale of Independence paraphernalia to 

the state of Grenada? Which revenue header in the budget would the funds be 

categorized?  

 
(6) Were any payments made to members of the secretariat? If so, please provide 

the name, position, and the amount paid or to be paid? 

 
(7) Did the Government of Grenada through the National Organizing Committee 

pay or sponsor flights and accommodation for persons in the Diaspora to come 

home for the independence celebration? If so, please provide a list of the 

names, destination and the cost associated with accommodation and travel for 

each individual?  

 
(8) What were the costs paid for marketing and or sponsorships for the 

celebrations? 

 
(9) How long would the Secretariat remain in existence? 
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The Minister for Finance, Honourable Dennis Cornwall indicated his 

acknowledgement of the nine (9) questions submitted to him. He informed the House 

that the National Independence Organisation Committee holds responsibility for 

undertaking all the events, some of which are ongoing.  Minister Cornwall therefore 

informed that all the answers to the questions would not be immediately provided until 

all the activities come to an end and an audited financial statement is completed.  He 

communicated with the National Independence Committee to provide him with as 

many of the answers that could be made available. 

 

The Speaker urged the Minister for Finance to provide answers to the questions 

before the next Sitting of the House. 

 

Dr. the Rt. Hon. Keith Mitchell, Leader of His Majesty’s Opposition again asked the 

Minister for Finance for the answer to question (1) which was;  

(1) What  was the actual budget provided to the National Organization Committee? 

 

The Minister for Finance, Honourable Dennis Cornwall indicated that the answer to 

question (1) was presented in the Supplementary Budget of an allocation of fifteen 

million dollars ($15,000,000.00 towards the National Independence Celebrations. He   

indicated that he was not able to verify the exact sum of money that was transferred 

for use by the National Celebrations Committee and would obtain a response from the 

relevant entities to provide an answer to the question. 

 

 

URGENT QUESTIONS UNDER THE PROVISIONS  

OF STANDING ORDER NO. 20 (1) – NOTICE OF QUESTIONS 

 

There were no urgent questions. 

 

 

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS 

 

 There were no statements by Ministers. 

 

 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 

 

The Undermentioned spoke on Personal Explanations: 

 
 The Leader of His Majesty’s Opposition. 
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MOTIONS 

 
(a) The Prime Minister moved the following Motion Standing in the name of the 

Leader of Government’s Business: 

 
RESOLUTION FOR THE PURPOSES OF SECTION 6  

OF THE STAMP ACT, CAP. 309. 

 

WHEREAS it is provided by Section 6 of the Stamp Act, Chapter 309 (hereinafter referred 

to as “the Act”) that the Minister may from time to time, by Order, amend the Schedule by 

increasing or decreasing the amount of, or by annulling, any of the duties therein 

mentioned, or impose duties on any instruments not mentioned in the Schedule, or alter 

the Schedule in such other manner as he or she may deem advisable: Provided that 

before any such Order shall come into operation it shall have been approved by both the 

House of Representatives and the Senate, by resolution; 

WHEREAS the Minister proposes to amend the Schedule to the Act to revise the formula 

for calculating the stamp duty payable on Leases and Agreements for Lease so that 

where the annual rent is fixed, the stamp duty payable shall be 1.25% of the total rent 

reserved for the entire term of the Lease or Agreement for a Lease and where the annual 

rent fluctuates, the stamp duty payable shall be 1.25% of the total average annual rent 

reserved for the entire term of the Lease or Agreement for a Lease; 

 

AND WHEREAS it is expedient that the Stamp (Amendment of Schedule) Order, 2024 

which seeks to amend the Schedule to the Act be approved by the House of 

Representatives and the Senate; 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to section 6 of the Act, the Stamp 

(Amendment of Schedule) Order, 2024 as set out in the Schedule to this Resolution is 

hereby approved by the House of Representatives and the Senate. 

 

SCHEDULE 

 

 

Question proposed. 
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The undermentioned spoke on the Motion: 

 

 Prime Minister & Minister for National Security, Home Affairs, Information, Disaster 
Management & Public Administration, Infrastructure and Physical Development, 
Public Utilities & Civil Aviation and Transportation 

 Leader of His Majesty’s Opposition 
 Minister for Economic Development, Planning, Agriculture & Lands, Marine 

Resources and Cooperatives 

 Parliamentary Representatives for St. Andrew South East 

 Minister for Finance 

The Prime Minister commended the Motion for approval. 

 

Question put and agreed to. 

 

Motion was approved. 

 

 
(b) The Prime Minister moved the following Motion standing in the name of the 

Leader of Government’s Business: 

 

RESOLUTION FOR THE PURPOSES OF SECTION 108 (3) OF THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
ACT, CAP. 289A. 

 
WHEREAS it is provided by Section 108 (2) of the Road Traffic Act, Chapter 289A 
(hereinafter referred to as “the Act”) that the Minister may by regulations amend, vary, 
suspend or revoke the provisions of the First Schedule; 
 
WHEREAS it is further provided by Section 108 (3) of the Act that Regulations made 
under subsection (2) shall be subject to affirmative resolution; 
 
WHEREAS the Minister proposes to amend the First Schedule to the Act to increase the 
existing annual motor vehicle license fees by $50.00 across all vehicle types; 
 
AND WHEREAS it is expedient that the Road Traffic (Amendment of First Schedule) 
Regulations, 2024 which seeks to amend the First Schedule to the Act be approved by 
the House of Representatives;  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to section 108 (3) of the Act, the 
Road Traffic (Amendment of First Schedule) Regulations, 2024 as set out in the Schedule 
to this Resolution is hereby approved by the House of Representatives. 

 
SCHEDULE 

 

The undermentioned spoke on the Motion: 
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 Prime Minister & Minister for National Security, Home Affairs, Information, Disaster 
Management & Public Administration, Infrastructure and Physical Development, 
Public Utilities & Civil Aviation and Transportation 

 Leader of His Majesty’s Opposition 
 Minister for Finance  

 
The Prime Minister informed the House that the Member for St. Patrick West had to 
leave the Sitting to deal with an urgent matter in his constituency of the burning of 
resident’s homes. 
 

 Parliamentary Representative for the Town of St. George. 
 Minister for Mobilisation, Implementation and Transformation 
 Parliamentary Representative for St. Mark 
 Parliamentary Representative for St. Andrew North-West 

 
The Prime Minister commended the Motion to be approved. 
 
Question put and agreed to. 
 
Motion approved. 
 
 
 

BILLS 
 

ROAD TRAFFIC (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2024 

 
The Prime Minister introduced the above-mentioned Bill for first reading. 
 
The Bill was read a first time. 
 
The Prime Minister moved that the relevant Standing Order of the House be suspended 
to enable the Bill to be taken through all its stages at that Sitting. 
 
Question put and agreed to. 
 
Relevant Standing Order suspended. 
 
The Prime Minister moved the second reading of the Bill. 
 
Question proposed. 
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The under-mentioned Members spoke on the Bill: 
 

 Prime Minister & Minister for National Security, Home Affairs, Information, Disaster 
Management & Public Administration and Minister for Infrastructure and Physical 
Development, Public Utilities & Civil Aviation and Transportation 

 Parliamentary Representative for the Town of St. George 
 Minister for Mobilisation, Implementation and Transformation 
 Parliamentary Representative for St. Mark  
 Leader of His Majesty’s Opposition 
 Minister for Carriacou, Petite Martinique Affairs and Local Government 
 Parliamentary Representative for St. Andrew South-East 

 
The Prime Minister responded to comments made by Members and thanked Members 
for their contributions and support and commended the Bill for its second reading. 
 
 
Question put and agreed to. 
 
The Bill was read a second time. 
 
The Prime Minister moved that the House resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole 
House to consider the Bill Clause by Clause. 
 
Question proposed. 
 
Question put and agreed to. 
 
House in Committee. 
 
 
Clause 2 - Amendment of section 33 of the principal Act - agreed to 
 
Clause 3 - Insertion of new section 37A in the principal Act - agreed to 
 
Clause 1 - Short title  - agreed to 
 
 
The Prime Minister moved that the House resume and the Chairman of the Committee 
report progress on the Bill. 
 
Question proposed. 
 
Question put and agreed to. 
 
House resumes. 
 



23 

 

The Chairman of the Committee reported that the Bill was considered by a Committee of 
the whole House and passed without amendment. 
 
The Prime Minister moved that the Chairman’s Report be adopted. 
 
Question proposed. 
 
Question put and agreed to. 
 
Chairman’s Report adopted. 
 
The Prime Minister moved the third reading of the Bill. 
 
Question proposed. 
 
Question put and agreed to. 
 
The Bill was read a third time and passed. 
 
 
 
PUBLIC PROCUREMENT AND DISPOSAL OF PUBLIC PROPERTY (AMENDMENT) 

BILL, 2024 
 
The Prime Minister introduced the above-mentioned Bill for first reading. 
 
The Bill was read a first time. 
 
The Prime Minister moved that the relevant Standing Order of the House be suspended 
to enable the Bill to be taken through all its stages at that Sitting. 
 
Question put and agreed to. 
 
Relevant Standing Order suspended. 
 
The Prime Minister moved the second reading of the Bill. 
 
Question proposed. 
 
The under-mentioned Members spoke on the Bill: 
 

 Prime Minister & Minister for National Security, Home Affairs, Information, Disaster 
Management & Public Administration and Minister for Infrastructure and Physical 
Development, Public Utilities & Civil Aviation and Transportation 

 Leader of His Majesty’s Opposition 
 Minister for Finance 
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 Minister for Economic Development, Planning, Agriculture & Lands, Marine 
Resources & Cooperatives 

 Parliamentary Representative for St. Andrew North-East 
 Parliamentary Representative for St. George North-East 
 Parliamentary Representative for St. Mark  

 
The Prime Minister thanked Members for their contributions and support and commended 
the Bill for its second reading. 
 
Question put and agreed to. 
 
The Bill was read a second time. 
 
The Prime Minister moved that the House resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole 
House to consider the Bill Clause by Clause. 
 
Question proposed. 
 
Question put and agreed to. 
 
House in Committee. 
 
 
Clause 2 - Amendment of section 4 of the principal Act - agreed to 
 
Clause 1 - Short title  - agreed to 
 
 
The Prime Minister moved that the House resume and the Chairman of the Committee 
report progress on the Bill. 
 
Question proposed. 
 
Question put and agreed to. 
 
House resumes. 
 
The Chairman of the Committee reported that the Bill was considered by a Committee of 
the whole House and passed without amendment. 
 
The Prime Minister moved that the Chairman’s Report be adopted. 
 
Question proposed. 
 
Question put and agreed to. 
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Chairman’s Report adopted. 
 
The Prime Minister moved the third reading of the Bill. 
 
Question proposed. 
 
Question put and agreed to. 
 
The Bill was read a third time and passed. 
 
 
 

FIREARMS (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2024 

 
The Prime Minister introduced the above-mentioned Bill for first reading. 
 
The Bill was read a first time. 
 
The Prime Minister moved that the relevant Standing Order of the House be suspended 
to enable the Bill to be taken through all its stages at that Sitting. 
 
Question proposed. 
 
Question put and agreed to. 
 
Relevant Standing Order suspended. 
 
 
The Prime Minister moved the second reading of the Bill. 
 
Question proposed. 
 
The under-mentioned Members spoke on the Bill: 
 

 Prime Minister & Minister for National Security, Home Affairs, Information, Disaster 
Management & Public Administration and Minister for Infrastructure and Physical 
Development, Public Utilities & Civil Aviation and Transportation 

 Minister for Mental Health, Wellness & Religious Affairs 
 Parliamentary Representative for the Town of St. George 
 Parliamentary Representative for St. George North-East 
 Parliamentary Representative for St. George South-East 
 Parliamentary Representative for St. Mark 

 
The Prime Minister thanked Members for their contributions and commended the Bill for 
its second reading. 
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Question put and agreed to. 
 
The Bill was read a second time. 
 
The Prime Minister moved that the House resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole 
House to consider the Bill Clause by Clause. 
 
Question proposed. 
 
Question put and agreed to. 
 
House in Committee. 
 
Clause 2 - Insertion of new section 51A to principal Act - agreed to 
 
Clause 1  - Short title      - agreed to 
 
     
The Prime Minister moved that the House resume and the Chairman of the Committee 
report progress on the Bill. 
 
Question proposed. 
 
Question put and agreed to. 
 
House resumes. 
 
 
The Chairman of the Committee reported that the Bill was considered by a Committee of 
the whole House and passed without amendment. 
 
The Prime Minister moved that the Chairman’s Report be adopted. 
 
Question put and agreed to. 
 
Chairman’s Report adopted. 
 
The Prime Minister moved the third reading of the Bill. 
 
Question proposed. 
 
Question put and agreed to. 
 
The Bill was read a third time and passed. 
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ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS BILL, 2024 
 
The Prime Minister introduced the above-mentioned Bill for first reading. 
 
The Bill was read a first time. 
 
 
 

REQUEST FOR LEAVE TO MOVE THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE ON 
MATTERS OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

 
The Honourable Prime Minister gave an up-date on the fire in the location of Chantimelle 
of St. Patrick.  
 
The Honourable Prime Minister moved the adjournment of the House sine die. 
 
Question proposed. 
 
Question put and agreed to. 
 
 

 
The Sitting of the House adjourned sine die at 2:22 p.m. 
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Submitted to the Speaker for his signature in accordance with Section 6 (2) of the 
Standing Orders of the House of Representatives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
………………………………… 
Andrew Augustine 

CLERK OF PARLIAMENT  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed by me pursuant to the provisions of Standing Order No. 6 (2). 
 
 
 
 

 
……………………………………….. 

Leo Cato, Honourable, MP 
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
 
 
 

 


