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PRESENT 

 

 

 

 St. Patrick East 

 (Chairman) 

 

Honourable Dennis Cornwall, MP            - Minister for Finance  
 

St. David 

 

Honourable Dickon Mitchell, MP  - Prime Minister & Minister for National 
Security, Home Affairs, Public Administration, 
Information and Disaster Management, 
Infrastructure and Physical Development, 
Public Utilities, Civil Aviation and 
Transportation  

 

  St. George South-East 

 

Honourable Philip A. Telesford, MP  - Leader of Government’s Business and 

Minister for Social & Community 

Development, Housing and Gender Affairs 

 

 St. Patrick West   

 

Honourable Joseph Andall, MP                   -   Minister for Foreign Affairs, Trade & Export 

Development 

 

St. Andrew South-West 

 

Honourable Lennox John Andrews, MP   - Minister for Economic Development, 

Planning, Tourism, ICT, Creative Economy, 

Agriculture & Lands, Fisheries & 

Cooperatives 

 

Carriacou & Petite Martinique 

 

Honourable Tevin Andrews, MP                  - Minister for Carriacou and Petite Martinique   

Affairs and Local Government 
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St. John 

Honourable Kerryne Z. James, MP               - Minister for Climate Resilience, the 
Environment and Renewable Energy 

        
St. George North-East 

 
Honourable Ron Livingston Redhead, MP          - Minister of State wrf Youth, Sports & Culture 

within the Ministry of Education, Youth, Sports 
and Culture 

 
 St. Andrew North-West 
 
Honourable Delma Thomas, MP Member  
 

 South St. George 

 

 Honourable Andy Williams, MP                          - Minister for Mobilisation, Implementation and  

Transformation 

  

 

ABSENT/EXCUSED 

 

 St. George North-West 

 

Dr. the Rt. Hon. Keith C. Mitchell, PC, MP - Leader of His Majesty’s Opposition 

 

 

St. Mark  

 

Hon. Dr. Clarice Modeste-Curwen, MP - Member  

 

 
  Town of St. George 

 

Honourable Peter David, MP - Member  

 

 
St. Andrew North-East 

 

Honourable Kate Lewis-Peters, MP - Member  
   

 

St. Andrew South-East 

 

Honourable Emmalin Pierre, MP - Member  
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   IN ATTENDANCE 

 

Mr. Andrew Augustine - Clerk of Parliament 

 

Mrs. Raquel Morgan  - Recording Secretary (Office of the Houses of 

Parliament) 

 

Ms. Janelle Palmer   - Recording Secretary (Office of the Houses of 

Parliament) 

 

Mr. Gayvon Mark  - IT Officer (Office of the Houses of Parliament) 

 

Mr. Jonathan McQueen  - IT Officer (Office of the Houses of Parliament) 

 

Mr. Mike Sylvester  - Permanent Secretary (Ministry of Finance)   

 

Mr. Justin Hazzard  - Chief Budget Officer (Ag.) (Ministry of 

Finance)  

 

Ms. Chaevanne Britton   - Chief Policy Analyst 

 

 

 

WELCOME 

The Chairman, Honourable Dennis Cornwall, Minister for Finance welcomed everyone to the 
meeting of the Standing Committee on Finance. 
 
 

PRAYERS 
 
Honourable Delma Thomas said prayers. 

The Chairman recognised the passing of the past Parliamentarian for St. Patrick East, Honourable 

Adrian “Spaceman’ Mitchell and led the Committee in the observance of a minute of silence on his 

passing. 

 

 
CONSIDERATION OF THE MINUTES 

 
The Committee considered Item 2 on the Agenda, the Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting 
of the Standing Committee on Finance, held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. 
George’s on Friday 18th August, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. 
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CORRECTIONS AND AMENDMENTS OF MINUTES 

 
 

Page 4, of Matters Arising from Minutes  - Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell 
indicated that the following sentence 
“He indicated that a fire tender was 
already obtained for St. David.” was 
an incorrect statement and should be 
deleted from the record. 

 
Page 4, of the last sentence on the page - “Vote 27” was corrected to read “Vote 

29.”   
 
Page 10, Under heading Acquisition of  
Assets/Investments paragraph four (4) - The word “acquisition” was added 

after “the” and before “20” in the first 
line of the paragraph. 

 
Page 11, Vote 30 item I. -  The word “compensation” was 

changed to “compensate”. 
 
Page 12, paragraph 7, second line - The word “residence” was changed to 

read “residents”. 
 
Page 12, paragraph 4, end of first line - The word “pockets” was changed to 

read “packages”. 
  
 
 

MOTION FOR THE CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES 
 
A Motion for the confirmation of the Minutes of the meeting of the Standing Committee on Finance 
held on Friday 18th August, 2023 was moved by Honourable Kerryne James and seconded by 
Honourable Philip Telesford. 

 
 

 
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  

 
 
Page 4 (page 5)   
 

(1) In response to the matter arising in the Minutes of 18th August, 2023 regarding the question 
of the provision of fire tenders, Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell reported that the St. George’s 
University delivered a Fire Tender to the Royal Grenada Police Force, which was parked 
at the SSU Camp in Point Salines.  He also informed that plans were in place for a smaller 
Fire Tender to be delivered to Carriacou and Petite Martinique within the next month. 
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CONSIDERATION OF THE ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE 
 

FOR THE YEAR 2024 
 
 
The Chairman introduced the Estimates of Expenditure for the year 2024, Vote by Vote, the 
Integrity Commission Budget 2024, and the Ombudsman Budget and Plan 2024, as set out 
hereunder for approval.   
 
The Chairman presented a summary of the draft Estimates of Expenditure for the year 2024 which 
includeded the Total Expenditure, including principal repayments of 1, $1,656.4 million broken 
down as follows:  
 

1) Recurrent Expenditure  - $905.4m 
2) Principal Repayment   - $335.5m 
3) Capital Expenditure   - $415.5m 

 
The Chairman proceeded to go through Vote by Vote, the Budgetary allocation for the Integrity 
Commission for 2024 and the Office of the Ombudsman’s Budgetary Allocation for 2024 addressed 
at the end of the Votes. 
 
 
VOTE 01  –    GOVERNOR-GENERAL     -   $  1,738,791.00 
    
The Chairman introduced Vote 01. 
 
Agreed. 
 
 
VOTE 02  –  PARLIAMENT     - $ 10,213,503.00 
 
 
The Chairman introduced Vote 02.  
 
Agreed. 
 
 
VOTE 03  –  SUPREME COURT    - $  6,385,428.00 
   
The Chairman introduced Vote 03. 
 
 
Agreed. 
 
 
 
VOTE 04  –  MAGISTRACY    - $  3,338,560.00 
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The Chairman introduced Vote 04. 
 
 
Agreed. 
 
 
 
VOTE 05  –  AUDIT      - $  2,559,639.00 
 
The Chairman introduced Vote 05. 
 
 
Agreed. 
 
 
 
VOTE 06  –  PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION  - $  1,694,566.00 
 
 
The Chairman introduced Vote 06. 
 
 
 
Agreed. 
 
 
 
VOTE 07  –  DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS - $  1,565,000.00 
 
The Chairman introduced Vote 07. 
 
 
Agreed. 
 
 
 
VOTE 08  –  ELECTORAL OFFICE   - $  4,742,490.00 
 
The Prime Minister asked that the Electoral Office Vote be recommitted and pointed out that the 

Attorney General advised that on page 83 where it said, “Deputy Supervisor of Election,” it should 

be amended to say, “Assistant Supervisor of Elections.” 

 
 
Agreed. 
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VOTE 09  –  MINISTRY OF LEGAL AFFAIRS, LABOUR AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
-     $ 10,270,247.00 

 
                                    The Chairman indicated that $2M of the estimated allocation under Vote 9 

was designated for the Halls of Justice Complex. 
 
Agreed. 
 
 
 
VOTE 10  –  OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER  -  $ 12,654,511.00 
 
The Chairman introduced Vote 10. 
 
 
 
Agreed. 
 
 
 
VOTE 11  –  PRISONS     - $ 13,513,427.00 
 
The Chairman introduced Vote 11. 
 
 
Agreed. 
 
 
 
VOTE 12 - POLICE      -   $ 70,644,957.00 
 
The Chairman introduced Vote 12. 
 
 

 Agreed. 
 

 
    
VOTE 16  –  MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, TRADE & EXPORT DEVELOPMENT  
 
        - $ 19,745,398.00 

 
The Chairman introduced Vote 16. 
 
 
 
Agreed. 
 
VOTE 17  –  FINANCIAL INTELLIGENCE UNIT  - $   1,016,742.00 
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The Chairman introduced Vote 17. 
 
 
Agreed. 
 
 
 
VOTE 18 - MINISTRY OF NATIONAL SECURITY, HOME AFFAIRS 
  PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION, INFORMATION AND DISASTER 
  MANAGEMENT    - $  37,450,397.00 
 
The Chirman introduced Vote 18. 
 
 
Agreed. 
 
 
VOTE 20  – MINISTRY OF FINANCE  - $119,999,911.00 
 
 
The Chairman introduced Vote 20. 
 
 
Agreed. 
 
 
 
VOTE 21 - PENSIONS AND GRATUITIES          -     $109,469,289.00 
 
The Chairman introduced Vote 21. 
 
 
Agreed. 
 
 
 
VOTE 22  –  CHARGES ON ACCOUNT OF PUBLIC  

DEBT       - $392,122,039.00 
 
The Chairman introduced Vote 22. 
 
 
Agreed. 
 
VOTE 25  –  CONTRIBUTIONS - 2023   - $22,510,046 
 
The Chairman introduced Vote 25. 
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Agreed. 
 
 
 
VOTE 26         –  MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING TOURISM, ICT, 

& CREATIVE ECONOMY 
       - $147,599,743.00 
The Chairman introduced Vote 26. 
 

Discussions were held on the distribution of eight million dollars from the Subvention to Grenada 
Tourism Authority (GTA) for airlift support under Vote 26 to the follow areas: 
 

1) $2 million to Project 500 under Vote 35. 
2) $1 million to Construction, Refurbishment and Extension of Government Buildings 

Programme under Vote 30. 
3) $1 milion to Renovation and Extension of Schools Programme under Vote 30. 
4) $4 million to the IMANI Programme under Vote 40. 

  
 
The revised total of $139,599,743.00 was agreed.  

 
 
 
VOTE 28       -  MINISTRY OF CLIMATE RESILIENCE THE ENVIRONMENT & 

RENEWABLE ENERGY        -     $ 10,794,633.00 
 
 
The Chairman introduced Vote 28.  
 
 
Agreed. 
 
 

VOTE 29 -  MINISTRY OF MOBILISATION, IMPLEMENTATION &    

TRANSFORMATION      - $  6,766,388.00 

 

The Chairman introduced Vote 29. 

 

Agreed. 
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VOTE 30      –  MINISTRY OF INFRASTRUCTURE, PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT,  

                               PUBLIC UTILITIES, CIVIL AVIATION AND  
TRANSPORTATION  - $134,068,615.00 

 

The Chairman introduced Vote 30. 

The revised total of $136,068,615.00 was agreed. 

 

VOTE 35 –  MINISTRY OF SOCIAL & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, HOUSING AND 
GENDER AFFAIRS    - $ 78,252,556 

 

The Chairman introduced Vote 35. 

The revised total of $80,252,556.00 was agreed. 

 
 

VOTE 36 –  MINISTRY OF CARRIACOU & PETITE MARTINIQUE AFFAIRS & 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT  - $ 33,438,664.00 

 
The Chairman introduced Vote 36. 

 

Agreed. 

 

VOTE 40 –  MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, YOUTH, SPORTS  

& CULTURE    - $236,487,961.00 

 

The Chairman introduced Vote 40. 

The revised total of $240,487,961.00 was agreed.  
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VOTE 50 –  MINISTRY OF HEALTH, WELLNESS &  

RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS  - $117,886,777.00 

 

The Chairman introduced Vote 50. 

 

Agreed. 

 

VOTE 64 –  MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, LANDS,  

FISHERIES & CO-OPERATIVES - $ 49,426,221.00 

 

The Chairman introduced Vote 64. 

 

Agreed.   

 

CONSIDERATION OF THE OFFICE OF THE INTEGRITY COMMISSION – 2024 BUDGET 
 

Integrity Commission – Budget 2024    - $  868,000.00 
 
The Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Finance pointed out that the Integrity Commission made a 
request in the sum of $1,815,148.00 approval. The Finance Committee granted approval for 
$868,000.  
 
Agreed. 
 

 
CONSIDERATION OF THE OMBUDSMAN PLAN – 2024 BUDGET AND PLAN 

 
Office of the Ombudsman 2024 – Budget and Plan  -  $  275,000.00  
 
The Chairman pointed out that there was a similar situation with the request made by the Office of 

the Ombudsman in the sum of $360,847.00; however, $275,000.00 was the approved amount. 

   
Agreed.  
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The Recurrent and Capital Expenditures were considered and approved in the total amount 
of one billion, six hundred and fifty-six million, three hundred and fifty-six thousand, four 
hundred and ninety-nine dollars ($1,656,356,499.00) as follows: 
 

• Recurrent Expenditure, including Principal Repayments - $1,236,902,389 

• Capital Expenditure - $419,454,110 
 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

The Chairman acknowledged and asked that it be placed on the record the hard work that was 

being conducted by the Ministry of Finance and its staff, to ensure that the draft Budget for 2024 

was ready to be approved.  He encouraged them to examine the document thoroughly to ensure 

that the document was free of errors. 

The Prime Minister drew the Meeting’s attention to a Press Release issued by the distinguished 

colleagues on the “Other Side,” which in his view clearly signaled that they boycotted the Finance 

Committee Meeting.  He stated that the release seemed to suggest that the date of the 17th of 

November that was set for the meeting was moved, which did not give them adequate notice and 

the necessary documents required to prepare for the meeting were not submitted.   

The Prime Minister explained that the date of the 17th was tentative, therefore it was subject to be 

moved. He pointed out that there was a deliberate attempt to distort the correspondence between 

the Leader of Government’s Business and the Leader of His Majesty’s Opposition’s Business.  He 

stated that the Opposition Members had requested that the date be moved to accommodate the 

Leader of His Majesty’s Opposition, However, a further change of date would not have been 

convenient for the majority of the Members of the Committee.  He further stated that no indication 

was given that the other Members could not attend, which suggested that they clearly boycotted 

the meeting and clearly chose on their own deliberation not to have any input in the process.  The 

Prime Minister said in his view it was rather unfortunate that the Opposition Members would have 

chosen to take that approach on something as critical as the budget preparations. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

A Motion for the adjournment of the meeting of the Standing Committee on Finance was moved 

by the Leader of Government’s Business and seconded by Honourable Tevin Andrews, Member 

of Parliament for Carriacou and Petite Martinique. 

 

The Chairman thanked Members for their support and participation in the meeting. 

There being no other business, the Meeting adjourned at 12:40 p.m. 

 

……………………………………… 
Honourable Dennis Cornwall, MP 
CHAIRMAN 
 
 
 
 
 
 


