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__________________

Minutes of the proceedings of a Sitting of the Senate held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George on Tuesday 6th June, 2023
at 9:10 a.m.


PRESENT

Madam President
Senator the Honourable Dr. Dessima Williams
in the Chair

	Senator the Honourable Adrian Thomas
	
	Minister of State with responsibility for Agriculture and Lands,  Fisheries & Cooperatives

	
	
	

	Senator the Honourable David Evlyn Andrew 
	
	Minister for Education, Youth, Sports &  Culture

	
	
	

	Senator the Honourable Quinc Britton
	
	Member of the Senate

	
Senator the Honourable Claudette Joseph 


	
	
Attorney General &  Minister for Legal  Affairs, Labour and Consumer Affairs

	
Senator the Honourable Jonathan La Crette 

	
	
Minister for Health, Wellness & Religious Affairs

	
	
	

	Senator the Honourable Neilon Franklyn

	
	Opposition Member of the Senate

	
	
	

	Senator the Honourable Salim Rahaman
	
	Member of the Senate (Business Rep)

	

	
	

	Senator the Honourable Roderick St. Clair
	
	Member of the Senate (Farmers Rep)

	
	
	

	Senator the Honourable Mondy André Lewis

	
	Member of the Senate (Labour Rep)


				  
	
ABSENT

	Senator the Honourable Norland Cox
	
	Opposition Member of the Senate (Deputy President)
(Excuse tendered)



Senator the Honourable Katisha Douglas             	Opposition Member of the    Senate
								 (Excuse tendered)
	
Senator the Honourable Gloria Ann Thomas		Minister of State with responsibility for Social Development and Gender Affairs
		(Excuse tendered)

	
	



The Sitting of the Senate began at 9:10 a.m.


PRAYERS
Prayers were said.


OATH OF ALLEGIANCE OR AFFIRMATION OF A NEW SENATOR
	
There was no Oath of Allegiance or Affirmation of a new Senator.


CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

The Leader of Government’s Business moved that the Minutes of the proceedings of the Sitting of the Senate held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s on Friday 5th of May, 2023 at 9:30 a.m. be taken as read.

Question proposed.

Question put and agreed to.

Minutes taken as read.

The Leader of Government’s Business moved that the Minutes of the proceedings of the Sitting of the Senate held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s on Friday 5th of May, 2023 at 9:30 a.m. be confirmed.

Question proposed.

Question put and agreed to.

Minutes confirmed.


MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL

There was no Message from the Governor-General.


 ANNOUNCEMENTS BY MADAM PRESIDENT

Madam President made the following announcements:

“Colleagues a wonderful good morning again.  Just a few quick announcements.  The President has received an excuse from Senator Norland Cox, who is unable to attend our Sitting today.  

President has received a notice from Senator Katisha Douglas who is unable to attend our Sitting today.

President has also received a notice from Senator Gloria Thomas who is unable to attend our Sitting today.

We’re also asked to excuse our colleague Senator Lewis for his duties in about an hour.  If he leaves the Chamber it’s no reflection on any of us, but a reflection that he is called to duty elsewhere.

May I quickly then report on two items that have occurred since our last Sitting.  One was a conversation held, it’s actually an interesting conversation entitled “Historic Opportunity: The Role of Parliament in Ending Plastic Pollution.”  This was convened by ParlAmericas which is led by Canada and  the Parliament of the Americas.  This meeting was held on Zoom on the 24th of May to prepare for the main meeting which was convened in Paris a few days later looking at the development of a protocol or a declaration on ending plastic pollution worldwide.  And the conversation which drew Parliamentarians and experts as far as Chile, South and goes up to Canada and which the Chair, the President of the Parliament of Grenada was asked to moderate, we looked at the value of the circular economy as a way of taking recycling into the economic realm and the notion of designing the new economy was put on the table, to design it both in a combination of old and new.  By way of integration, I couldn’t announce or mention that there was held here on the occasion of the 40th Anniversary of the Eastern Caribbean Central Monetary Union (ECCU) had a session recently, just this past week which looked also at the Blue, the Green and the Orange economies and the idea was to form a new circular economy out of those.

So, the conversation of creating a new economy that is based on agriculture, on fisheries, on creatives, and in doing so to recycle and to stop ocean pollution in particular, all pollution, in general is something that I report that Parliaments are becoming engaged in and certainly we in this Parliament could take a look at it in the future.  So, this is on our Parliamentary agenda at the regional level.  

The second and last report I’ll like to give is that the first meeting for 2023 of the Grenada Women’s Parliamentary Caucus (GWPC) was held.  This is a Caucus that has been in existence for many years and our women past and present have been giving excellent services.  It was seem to have been in abeyance a bit because of the passage of COVID, but we have restarted.  Even Parliamentarians, women Parliamentarians across the Caribbean region is aware of the grouping here in Grenada and have given many accolades to it in the past.

The first meeting which occurred last Tuesday attracted ten (10) members and two former Presidents of the Senate, Women Presidents of the Senate, Sister Margaret Neckles and Sister Joan Purcell and many others.  The Chair continues to be our very own Sister Clarice Curwen-Modeste and she established two working groups of the Caucus, you will be hearing soon because the activities of the Women’s Parliamentary Caucus will involve all Parliamentarians.  Since then we have been approached by the Spotlight Initiative which is a United Nations and European Union collaboration for improving, particularly violence against women, but improving women’s rights, and I believe that that organisation has expressed an interest in legislative action with the Caucus.  So, I wanted to report these developments to you. 

Thank you for your kind attention and the relevant documents concerning these two meetings will be circulated soon.  Thank you.  End of our announcements.  Except to remind us all, sorry, that we celebrated African Liberation Day on the 26th of May worldwide, including here in Grenada.  Thank you.”


MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS

The under-mentioned Members made contributions:

· Minister for Education, Youth, Sports & Culture

Senator André Lewis asked the Senator for clarification based on the statements he made.
The under-mentioned Members made contributions:

· Minister for Health, Wellness & Religious Affairs
· Minister of State with responsibility for Agriculture and Lands, Fisheries & Cooperatives and Leader of Government’s Business

Senator the Honourable Roderick St. Clair made statement based on the statement made by the Senator. 


PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS
FROM SELECT COMMITTEES

The Leader of Government’s Business moved that the following Reports/ Papers be laid on the table:

1. Grenada Council for Technical and Vocational Education and Training/National Training Agency (GCTVET/NTA) 2021 Annual Report.

1. Housing Authority of Grenada Financial Audit for the year ended 31st December, 2018.

1. Housing Authority of Grenada Financial Audit for the year ended 31st December, 2019.

1. Housing Authority of Grenada Financial Audit for the year ended 31st December, 2020.

1. Housing Authority of Grenada Financial Audit for the year ended 31st December, 2021.


Senator the Honourable Salim Rahaman asked for clarity on the Reports submitted by the Housing Authority.   The Leader of Government’s Business made comments and stated that he would make inquiries on the issues raised by the Senator and provide the findings to the Senate.  Madam President also made comments about the Reports.


	
	PETITIONS
There were no Petitions.






GOVERNMENT NOTICES

There were no Government Notices


UNOFFICIAL NOTICES

There were no unofficial notices.



QUESTIONS
 
Senator the Honourable Roderick St. Clair asked the Leader of Government’s Business, the following questions standing in his name:

(Unanswered from the Sitting of Friday 5th May, 2023

1. Question pertaining to the Government-named Technical Working Group on the Marketing and National Importing Board (MNIB) and requiring written responses: 

Please inform the Senate on the following:

(i) The full name of each member of the Government appointed Technical Working Group on the MNIB.

(ii) The qualifications and experience of each member of the Technical Working Group.

(iii) Terms of Reference that Government has provided to the Technical Working Group.

(iv) The criteria used to determine the composition of Technical working group on MNIB


Senator the Honourable Roderick St. Clair made the following comments: “There are some parts we want to again commend; of course as was promised from the last Sitting, the Leader of Government’s Business would have emailed the responses.  Of course there were some unanswered parts to it which was clearly stated not available at the time.  I’m not too sure if the Honourable Member would have had since been able to receive updates for those and I have two follow up questions based on the responses provided.  So, I can wait to get these responses first.”

The Leader of Government’s Business, Senator the Honourable Adrian Thomas, responded: “Madam President, in relation to part 2 of the question, the long question, the qualification and experience of each member of the Technical Working Group, I am pleased to informed this House, Madam President, that many of the directors, members of that working group, Madam President, have achieved Universal University Degree and many of them have a wide range of experience in that particular area.  So, our Administration, Madam President was quite comfortable with the qualification and experience of the members of the working group.

In relation to part 4, the criteria used, Madam President, to select, first of all, we, the investigation that was carried out on the Marketing Board was quite clear that this institution lacked a lot of managerial principles in its administration.  And therefore, where this institution found itself was very unpleasant to the Grenadian people in general and the Government in particular.  And therefore, it would have been irresponsible of us not to move swiftly to take the necessary action.  And my good friend Senator St. Clair, I guess is quite aware because I’m happy to know that Senator St. Clair may have spent quite a bit of his life in that particular institution and we all know what happened there.

Madam President, when coming to selecting people we look at their qualification.  We look at their experience, we look at their skills in terms of what they offer and what they bring to the table and we conclude that by using these criteria we were quite happy that the Members of the Committee were the most suitable people to sit in the chair to do the work that we are asking them to do at this point in time.  So it’s based on their qualification, their experience, their skills set; I think we are quite happy and the nation would get the kind of results that they deserve.”
 

Senator the Honourable Roderick St. Clair responded: “Thank you Madam President and thank the Honourable Member regarding the contributions for those unanswered parts.  I have two follow up questions, more for clarifications than anything else in that in terms of whether or not this Committee ever started functioning, did it meet, etcetera?  And, based on the very nature of the situation, you know whether there was any functioning of the committee meeting, advancing the work that it was tasked with?  And the last part of the question originally which spoke on whether or not there was a compensation, a remuneration and there was a yes to that answer which I was sort of shocked bearing in mind, Madam President, the Motion presented way back when to look at the review of the MNIB, one of the factors that put the Motion on hold by at the time had to do with the Senate imposing some cost on the Government by causing this review to take place.  I was taken aback to realise that actually there is a fee being paid to the Committee as presented in the answers and as a result as such it would be interesting to find out what is that fee structure and how much payment might have been accrued, if not disbursed yet, but at least time on the job since the commissioning of the Committee to be interesting, query as a follow up and this ends my matters pertaining to this, unless some interesting response come again.”


The Leader of Government’s Business responded: “Madam President, sometimes we have to ask the relevant question if we want the relevant answers.  The question that the Senator is asking, I’ll take number two, whether the Government, whether there is a remuneration in regards to the Committee.  The answer is yes.  Well, Madam President, this is not a question, what is being asked this morning is not a question for clarification because I think what I have presented here, Madam President, is a clear cut answer.  So, this is another question that the Senator is asking.

Madam President, the question on whether the Committee is functioning this morning.  Yes, Senator.  Thank you.”

Senator the Honourable Roderick St. Clair responded: “So, I take it Madam President, I need to submit a new written question to get that answers to the remuneration.  No, because if it’s remuneration, we want to know what is the cost for achieving that because that was a very important point I must note.  So, we can’t just be spending money.   Was that even budgeted for?  Where is the source of the funds for that?  So, I would submit a follow up question on that, Madam President.”     


PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

There was no personal explanation.


MOTIONS 

There was no Motion.


BILLS


Agreement for the Establishment of a Partnership between Member States of the Caribbean Community and the African Export-Import Bank Bill, 2023.

The Leader of Government’s Business, introduced the above-mentioned Bill for first reading.

The Bill was read a first time.

The Leader of Government’s Business, Senator the Honourable Adrian Thomas moved that the relevant Standing Order of the Senate be suspended to enable the Bill to be taken through all its stages at that Sitting.

Question proposed.

Question put and agreed to. 

Relevant Standing Order suspended.

The Leader of Government’s Business moved the second reading of the Bill.


The under-mentioned Senator made contributions: 

· Leader of Government’s Business

Question proposed.

The under-mentioned Senators made contributions: 

· Senator the Honourable Neilon Franklyn
· Senator the Honourable Salim Rahaman 
· Minister for Education, Youth, Sports &  Culture 
· Senator the Honourable Roderick St. Clair
· Attorney General &  Minister for Legal  Affairs, Labour and Consumer Affairs
  

The Leader of Government’s Business thanked the Members for their contribution in supporting the Bill wholeheartedly, gave his rebuttal and commended the Bill for its second reading.

Question put and agreed to.

The Bill was read a second time.

The Leader of Government’s Business moved that the Senate resolve itself into a Committee of the whole Senate to consider the Bill Clause by Clause.

Question proposed.

Question put and agreed to.

Senate in Committee.


Clause 2	-	Interpretation						-	agreed to

Clause 3	-	Agreement to have the force of law		-	agreed to

Clause 4	-	Supplementary agreements 			-	agreed to

Clause 5	-	Regulations						-	agreed to

Schedule						-	agreed to	

Clause 1		-           Short title 			-	agreed to


The Leader of Government’s Business moved that the Senate resume and the Chairman of the Committee report progress on the Bill.

Question proposed.

Question put and agreed to.

The Senate resumed and the Chairman of the Committee reported that the Bill was considered by a Committee of the whole Senate and passed without amendments.

The Leader of Government’s Business moved that the Chairman’s Report be adopted.

Question proposed.

Question put and agreed to.

Chairman’s Report adopted.

The Leader of Government’s Business moved the third reading of the Bill.

Question proposed.

Question put and agreed to.

The Bill was read a third time and passed.



PUBLIC BUSINESS 


1. Senator the Honourable Roderick St. Clair, moved the following Motion standing in his name:

(Motion deferred at the Sitting on Friday, May 5, 2023.)


MOTION ON THE NEED FOR EFFECTIVE PRAEDIAL LARCENY ENFORCEMENT BY GOVERNMENT TO PROTECT OUR FARMERS AND OUR FOOD SECURITY

WHEREAS farmers continue to identify praedial larceny as a longstanding hindrance to their agriculture production;

AND WHEREAS the legislative and enforcement mechanisms have not been effective; 

AND WHEREAS year after year, farmers continue to lose morale and money thus putting their livelihood, their safety and Grenada’s food security at risk;

AND WHEREAS our farmers need an effective praedial larceny mechanism to protect their investment, protect their livelihood, and protect Grenada’s food security;

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Senate supports the following:

1. That the Government reviews the current state of praedial larceny enforcement measures and provide the Senate with key plans and recommendations it will implement to improve the current situation; and

1. The formation of a committee of 3 to 5 Members of the Senate to provide Parliamentary support and oversight for the implementation of Government’s proposed plans and recommendations. 

The Motion was seconded by Senator the Honourable Neilon Franklyn.

The under-mentioned Senators made contributions:

· Senator the Honourable Roderick St. Clair
· Minister for Education, Youth, Sports &  Culture
· Senator the Honourable Salim Rahaman 
· Attorney General &  Minister for Legal  Affairs, Labour and Consumer Affairs
· Senator the Honourable Neilon Franklyn
· Leader of Government’s Business

Senator the Honourable Roderick St. Clair gave his rebuttal by acknowledging the robust, passionate, emotional, informative, committed statements by the Members and the fact that the Leader of Government’s Business stated that he could not support the Motion and asked for clarity on the way forward.

The Leader of Government’s Business made further statements on the Bill.

Madam President sought clarity on how to proceed with the Bill and offered her advice.

Discussion ensued.
 
The Leader of Government’s Business said that his side was prepared to take the vote on the Motion.

Senator the Honourable Salim Rahaman made further suggestions.

Madam President made further suggestions.

Senator the Honourable Roderick St. Clair sought further clarification on the way forward. 

The Leader of Government’s Business concluded that the vote on the Motion be taken and that discussion on the subject matter of praedial larceny could be held thereafter.

Question proposed.

Question put. 

Motion defeated.


Senator the Honourable Roderick St. Clair mentioned the fact that contributions were made at the last Sitting of the Senate on the other two Motions and noted the indication made in the Order Paper that no vote was taken on the Motions, to allow for closure.

He recommended that the vote be taken on both Motions in order for proper records to be had.

a) Senator the Honourable Roderick St. Clair moved the following Motion standing in his name:

MOTION REQUESTING GOVERNMENT TO LIFT THE RESTRICTIONS FOR YOUNG REGISTERED FARMERS AND FISHERFOLKS UNDER 25 YEARS TO OBTAIN A D-CLASS DRIVERS’ LICENCE

WHEREAS to obtain a D-Class driver’s licence one has to have at least one year experience driving with a B-Class driver’s license and be over 25 years; 

AND WHEREAS a young farmer or fisherfolk in Grenada between the ages of 18 to 24 is unable to get a D-Class drivers’ licence to operate a pick-up truck which is most appropriate for their agricultural and fisher activities;

AND WHEREAS the Grenada National Sustainable Development Plan 2020 - 2035 has recommended to lift this age restriction as an incentive for young registered farmers under the age of 25 and who would have been driving on a B-Class licence for at least two years;

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Senate supports the following:

That Government reviews the existing situation and appropriately implement the recommendations of the Grenada National Sustainable Development Plan 2020-2035 to allow registered farmers and fisherfolks who are under the age of 25 and who has two years driving experience with a B-Class drivers’ licence to be eligible for a D-Class drivers’ licence.  


Question proposed.

Question put.

Motion defeated.



b) Senator the Honourable Roderick St. Clair moved the following Motion standing in his name:


MOTION SEEKING THE URGENT ACTION BY THE MINISTER responsible FOR AGRICULTURE TO ISSUE AN ORDER TO AMEND THE AGRICULTURE CROP COMPENSATION SCHEDULE WHICH DATE BACK TO 1995

WHEREAS crop damage from individuals and animals is a constant challenge and loss incurred by farmers;

AND WHEREAS the compensation for crop damage suffered by farmers is being valued using the 1995 price schedule; 

AND WHEREAS according to Clause 4 of the Act, (Power to amend Schedule), “The Minister (for Agriculture) if he or she considers it expedient to do so, may by Order amend the Schedule”;

AND WHEREAS amending the 1995 Crop Compensation Schedule will result in a more justified compensation or value to be awarded to a farmer when he or she suffers crop loss or damage; 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Senate supports this urgent call by our farmers for the Minister (for Agriculture) to issue an “Order to Amend the Schedule” acting in accordance with the powers vested in him (or her) under Clause 4 of the Agriculture Crop Compensation Act;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT should this Motion be passed, the House of Representatives be so informed by message from this House.


Senator the Honourable Roderick St. Clair recommended that the vote be taken on the Motion.

Question proposed.

Question put.

Motion defeated.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

ADJOURNMENT
	
The Leader of Government’s Business moved that the Senate be adjourned sine die.

The under-mentioned Senators spoke on the adjournment:

· Senator the Honourable Roderick St. Clair
· Senator the Honourable Salim Rahaman 


Madam President made the following remark:  “We have a proposal for adjournment.  I would like to pre-empt it a little by saying thank you for your presence, participation and accommodation to all Senators this morning.  I think it was and will remain a historic session with the passage of that special African Export-Import Bank Legislation.  We look forward to the reconnection between Grenada, CARICOM and Africa, on growing the new economy because clearly we are moving away from the brown economy, from manufacturing, we’re moving more and more into the knowledge economy, the green, blue, creative economy and obviously we need new institutions to take us there.  Those of you who attended the Creative Sector conference would have seen and felt the presence of the Latin American and Caribbean Bank and now this morning the Export-Import African Bank and there are many other financial and other institutions particularly in the developing countries that are rising.  The developing countries are developing and shifting their own economic focus as somebody said this morning into the digital realm; but also in the blue or green and gold economy.  So, it is a turning point and we very much welcome our country’s participation in much of this new economic thrust on the global scale.  Thank you all very much for your reports, your contributions and we look forward to a wonderful rest of June until we meet again.”    


Question put and agreed to.

The Sitting of the Senate adjourned at 2:05 p.m. sine die.
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Submitted to the President for her signature in accordance with Standing Order No. 7(2) of the Revised Standing Orders of the Senate.
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…………………………………….
Andrew Augustine
CLERK OF PARLIAMENT  




Signed by me pursuant to the provisions of the Revised Standing Order No. 7(2). 
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