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Senate Meeting
Held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
On Wednesday, 15" September, 2021.

Prayers
Minutes

The Sitting of the Senate began at 9:00 a.m.

Mr. President: Good morning, Members. Senator Garraway.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Good morning, Mr. President, and good

morning Members. Please, let us pray.

(Senate Prayer was said)

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Please join with me in saying the Lord’s

Prayer.

(The Lord’s Prayer was said)

Mr. President: Honourable Members, pray be seated. Honourable Members,

this Sitting of the Senate now commences.
(Sound of Gavel)
Ag. Clerk Assistant: Item 3 - Oath of Allegiance or Affirmation of a new
Senator.
Item 4 - Confirmation of Minutes.
Mr. President: Senator the Honourable Simon Stiell.
Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | beg to move that the Minutes of

the proceedings of a Sitting of the Senate held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt.
Wheldale, on July 14, 2021 be taken as read.
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Minutes
Announcements

Question put and agreed to.
Minutes taken as read.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | beg to move that the Minutes of
the proceedings of the Minutes of a Sitting of the Senate, held at the Parliament
Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s, on July 14, 2021, be confirmed.

Questions put and agreed to.
Minutes Confirmed.

Ag. Clerk Assistant: Item 5 - Messages from the Governor-General.

Iltem 6 - Announcements by Mr. President.

Mr. President: Honourable Members, | wish to advise of the absence of Senator
the Honourable André Lewis, who would not be at today’s Sitting of the House. 1 also
wish to indicate that given the period that we are in, at the stage of community spread of
the COVID-19 virus and the early setting of a curfew, coupled with the limitations to
public transport, brought on by the withdrawal of that service by some sections of
private operators, and taking into consideration the welfare of the Parliamentary staff
that has served us so honourably and with dedication, | would wish to wind up this
Session of the Senate by about 2:30.

So, | make a special appeal to Members of the House to be succinct in your
deliveries. | am in no way, trying to limit your contributions, but we must bear in mind
that the House is meeting in very unusual times. And for the reasons stated before, |
beseech you to bring your own sense of understanding to bear, and let us try and finish
today’s Session by around 2:30, for the reasons here that was stated. | thank you.
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Papers / Reports

Ag. Clerk Assistant: Item 7 - Ministerial Statements.

Iltem 8 - Presentation of Papers & Reports from Select

Committees.

Mr. President: Senator the Honourable Simon Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. President, | beg to

move that the following Papers and Reports be laid on the Table:

1.
2.

Grenada 2021 Mid-year Economic Review and Estimated 2021 Performance;
Minutes of the proceedings of the Standing Committee on Finance held,
virtually, via Zoom Platform, on Thursday, 26™ August, 2021 at 10:00 a.m.
Annual Report of the National Insurance Board (NIS) for the period ended 31
December, 2020.

Annual Report, Financial Statements and Audit Report thereon — Grenada
Ports Authority for the year ended 31% December, 2019.

Report of the Director of Audit, Grenada, on the Financial Statements of Basic
Needs Trust Fund (BNTF) for the period, 1% January to 31%' December, 2020.
Annual Report and Reports of the Director of Audit on the Financial
Statements of the Grenada Food and Nutrition Council for the year ended 31°
December, 2019.

Report of the Director of Audit, Grenada, on the Resources Managed for the
period 1% January to 31 December, 2020 for CARCIP.

Report of the Director of Audit, Grenada, on Fiscal Statements of the Child
Protection Authority for the year ended, 31 December, 2017.

Report of the Director of Audit, Grenada, of the Financial Statements of the
Child Protection Authority for year ended, 31° December, 2018.

10.Report of the Director of Audit, Grenada, of the Financial Statements of the

OECS Regional Agricultural Competitiveness Project (AGRICOM) for the
period ended 31 December, 2020.
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Papers / Reports
Unofficial Notices

11.Director of the Audit Reports and Annual Report of the Grenada Bureau of
Standards for the year ended 31° December, 20109.

12.Reports of the Director of Audit, Grenada, on the Financial Statements of the
Office of the Ombudsman for the year ended 31 December, 2019.

Mr. President: Honourable Members, the Papers and Reports, as stated by the
Leader of Government’s Business and on the Order Paper, 1 through 11, is hereby

ordered to lie on the Table.

Ag. Clerk Assistant: Item 9 - Petitions.
Item 10 - Government Notices.

Item 11 - Unofficial Notices.

Mr. President: There is just one Notice, which | should have taken, Honourable
Members, and that is to indicate and to advise Members that the official website of the
Office of the Houses of Parliament is now online and is accessible to the public. This is
a major development in our Parliamentary Democracy, and the creation of an open
Parliament and bringing Parliament to the people.

The website would provide access to all major areas of people’s business that is
dealt with in the Houses of Parliament. It would provide electronic copies of the Laws.
It would provide Order Papers and relevant documents, all Questions, Motions and Bills
that come before the House. It would provide access to audio recordings and live
streaming of Parliamentary Sittings. It would carry a list of current Parliamentarians and
their Portfolios, a list of past Parliamentarians and we would populate it with
photographs and a brief biography of those who had served before us and have laid the
foundation for our Parliamentary Democracy. It will carry the photos and a brief
biography of all former Governor-Generals, all former Prime Ministers, and it would deal

with a wide range of other Parliamentary and other matters.
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Unofficial Notices
Questions

It will carry some history of our Parliamentary building, the former York House
building, which was once the home of a French Aristocrat, and it will carry general
Parliamentary news, news from the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association and
other matters of Parliamentary interests available to every Grenadian, who can access
the Internet.

This is a very significant development, and provides a reservoir of information for
students, who are doing Papers on Parliamentary Democracy, who may be interested in
Civics, a subject that | have argued for many, many years, ought to be brought back into
the schools, and | believe that no Secondary School graduate should complete
Secondary school without some instruction in the Grenada Constitution. This is
exceedingly important for all of us. It helps to build Civic Awareness. It helps to build
social solidarity, and it helps to build a National consciousness of Patriotism. | think
these things are important.

And in that regard, the Parliamentary website, which address is
www.grenadaparliament.gd. Please take note of it. The Clerk may have already

circulated that information to you, and we would invite any ideas you have for
improvement, or elaboration of the website. You can communicate those directly with
the Clerk.

Once again, | want to thank the Clerk and his staff for this very timely and
strategic undertaking. We have been moving rapidly to modernise. We now transmit
and remit all our Parliamentary documents via the electronic medium, saving the State
an enormous amount of money and saving the forest from an enormous amount of
trees. So | think it is a step in the right direction, and it is a further consolidation of our
efforts to modernise the Grenadian society; and | thank you for your indulgence on this.

Thank you.

Ag. Clerk Assistant: Item 12 - Questions.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.


http://www.grenadaparliament.gd/
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Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, well before | continue, | just wish to
extend apologies on behalf of Senator Bhola, who is unable to attend today’s Session.

With regard to questions, | ask for a deferral of the questions. There is a
combination of new and outstanding questions. They have been forwarded to the
relevant Ministries and are in different stages of completion. However, the Ministries
are still adjusting to the new working environment under these COVID conditions.
There have been a number of infections within, | think, virtually all Ministries, and staff
are currently, either on rotation, working from home, but ensuring that staff are safe, but
also that the business of Government also continues.

So, the Ministries, over the last couple of weeks, have been in a state of
readjustment and attention to the completion of these questions, bearing in mind, many
of them were only received a week or so ago, | seek the House’s indulgence, the

House’s understanding, if we defer this to the next available Sitting, Mr. President.

Mr. President: Okay. Honourable Members, and that would be Members who
specifically have questions posted to the Government side. Just to summarise what is
being said, and that is that given the period that we are in and the need to reduce the
density of employees at the workplace as a mitigation measure against infection of this
disease, many Public Officers, who are the ones responsible for harvesting the answers
to your questions are on home rotation, or at home, completely working from home, and
if you are working from home a lot of the answers to these questions would not be
available.

So, | implore you to understand the challenges that we face in these times, and |
will now invite any comment you may have, or any further question that you may wish to
ask, based on the explanations, which have been made by the Leader of Government’s

Business. Senator Joseph.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: A pleasant good morning, Mr. President and
fellow Senators. Mr. President, | have a concern this morning, in relation to the last

item.
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Mr. President: | didn’t hear. You have what?

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: The last item.

Mr. President: Oh, oh.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: We are hearing, Mr. President, that the
Senator is saying that because of the COVID situation, which we all are aware of, he is
recommending, or is asking for a deferral of all questions. Mr. President, this is giving
the impression that the Government is either shut down or the Government is on pause.

Mr. President, | honestly think that with the limitations, some of the questions, if it
is 1% of the Questions, we should all be in a position to deal with that small percentage.
This is sending a terrible message, Mr. President.

At the beginning of this Item, Ministerial Statements, there were no Ministerial
Statements, COVID, no Ministerial Statements, again, | would understand limited. Let
the nation, the nation is listening right now; let them know that something is going on in
this country. No Ministerial Statements, no answering of questions, sends a message,
Mr. President, and the message, to me, is not a very good one.

| personally, Mr. President, don’t agree with that position taken. | think, and | am
going to repeat myself, some questions should have been answered, may be limited, or
| think something, because it seems, as though we have just came here this morning to

waste time.

Mr. President: Okay. Senator, please, let me draw your attention to Rule, No.
18, Content of Question (d). Senator Stiell has explained that he does not have the
answers to the questions asked, and he has given a plausible explanation of why he is
in that position.

When one formulates a question to a Minister, or one having Ministerial
responsibility, that Minister does not himself, formulate the answer. The question goes,

or is directed to the appropriate Permanent Secretary, the answers are then harvested

10
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and the Minister takes possession of the answers. The Minister does not personally, no
Minister, in this System, personally goes and look for answers.

Now, if the structure, and remember the Minister is a policymaker, and his
responsibility for the Ministry is to ensure the policies as decided by the Executive is
executed by the Public Service, which is under the command of the Public Service
Commission, and which is headed by a Permanent Secretary and they are the ones that
are responsible. Because these are questions touching and concerning the state or
implementation or otherwise of a particular Government Policy or a particular question
in respect to what Government anticipates to do in a particular situation, as the case
might be.

So, an explanation has been given. You may not be happy with the explanation,
you know, but there is nothing that you or | could do, that’'s the explanation that we
have. And I think it is pointless to continue a debate, which, in any event, consistent
with Standing Order No. 18, section (d), and | read: “A Senator shall address the
Senate upon any question and a question shall not be made the pretext for a
debate.”

So, | just want to remind Members of that, that we ought not to debate the
response. If we want to debate the Minister’s response to the question, then we would
have to do so by bringing a Motion to debate whatever response he gives. But this is
the response that we have that from, on or about the middle of August, or towards the
end of August, two (2) weeks after the Carnival activities or thereabout, we faced an
explosion of this disease, the variant of which was not the Alpha variant, but the Delta
variant, which we know is a thousand times more transmissible, and that has led to
widespread closure of businesses. Private Sector businesses have had to close,
whether they are banks, they are credit unions, they are, in some cases, pharmacies
have had to close, whole departments had to be shut, because of the infection suffered
by some people, and therefore, the services of the Government is not immune, because
working in those services are people.

The medical experts that have kept us very safe up until the events of Carnival

said to us that we are now in a phase of community spread. And, as Dr. Shawn Charles
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reported yesterday, that means that the virus is spreading more in the community than
in the workplaces, and he gave the reasons, he gave the epidemiological reasons why.
So, the Government Departments are significantly affected.

In addition to its policy of reducing density at the workplace, many workers are
home, not because they are ill or suspected of being ill, but as part of the mitigating
strategy. When you reduce density, you reduce infection, and to me, that's a very
comprehensive and plausible explanation.

So, | just thought | would repeat that and to advise that we cannot make this
issue of questions a subject, or a pretext, to use the words of the Standing Orders, for a
debate. Any other Senator? Yes, Senator St. Cyr.

Sen. the Hon. Tessa St. Cyr: Thank you very much, Mr. President, and |
appreciate the explanations given by the Honourable Leader of Government’s Business,
and | empathise with the staff at the various Ministries, having seen what is going on in
our country.

However, Mr. President, and | am not going to make this a pretext for debate,
and so be out of order. But, | do have two (2) outstanding questions, and they were
deferred, June 2 and June 8, that's more than thirty (30) days, and that is before the
community spread that we are seeing, and | still have not gotten any responses to those
two (2) questions. So, what Senator Joseph is highlighting has some merit. These two
(2) questions were on the Order Paper from before the Government’s Ministries had
gotten to the point of being very strapped for human resources and so on. So, | am
trying to understand the Honourable Leader of Government’s Business explanation for

these two (2) particular questions not being answered. Thank you, Mr. President.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. President, it
appears as if you are extending this into a debate, and | certainly, don’t want to be guilty

of that. Your expansion of my explanation, | think, gave a very clear picture of where

12
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we are right now, but it would be remiss of me not to address a specific comment from
Senator Joseph, who expanded the request to defer. | think, when you look at all of the
sub questions, it is something like fifty (50) questions, Mr. President, of which the
majority of those are recent questions, notwithstanding the fact that there are some that
are outstanding. But, “This Side” is still dependent on information being generated from
within the respective Ministries.

But, for Senator Joseph to take this leap and say this is Government’s shutting
down, | take great offense, and it is a disingenuous comment. We have, on this Order
Paper, and the substantive, the most significant element on this Order Paper is the
Supplementary Appropriation Motion and Bill, which would go into great detail the work
of this Government, the policies, the programmes, the initiatives of this Government in
these extraordinarily difficult times to push the people’s business forward. So to imply
that Government is shutting down based on the content of this is not correct, Mr.
President.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell, | was just saying to you that | advised against a
debate. | understand what you wish to do, but that could be most appropriately done,
when you are dealing with the Supplemental. When you are dealing with the
Supplemental, you can then address that question. But, under questions, we ought not

to engage in a debate.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Accepted.

Mr. President: Yes. Okay. Alright, Senators. | see some lights. Is your light
on, Senator St. Cyr?

Sen. the Hon. Tessa St. Cyr: Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. President, | am
still not going to make this a pretext for debate, but the response that the Honourable
Leader of Government’s Business has given for the outstanding questions still makes

no sense to me.

13
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The Standing Order says that we have thirty (30) days to answer the question,
June 2, June 8, we are in September, more than thirty (30) days, before community
spread. And while | understand that the answers do not come directly from the
Honourable Leader of Government’s Business, the Standing Order does say that you

have thirty (30) days to answer the question.

Mr. President: Okay. | want to suggest that we move on, because | think we
are going to get the same response that the Minister does not have in his possession

the answers to the question. Yes, Senator St. Clair.

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Good morning, Mr. President, good morning,
Members. | share and understand, of course, the existing situation, and of course, as
Senator St. Cyr spoke regarding the duration in which she had questions before, |
actually was going back and look at my records and | see the same scenario as her.

However, a thought went through my mind in line of Senator Joseph'’s point that it
might be possible that a question might be answered, we don’t have to wait for the
whole group, because sometimes we don’t get all the answers back one time, and there
might be some accommodation in this Covideous times, because, as we say the
country is not shut down, things have to happen. So, if two (2) questions are answered,
they might be some protocol whereby this can be forwarded to the Clerk. We have the
website, as you mentioned so gracefully, and we are happy for. It might be also a
medium of using those technologies, because we have to be able to adapt, you know.
(Applause) We didn’t say there is no Senate today, because there is COVID. We are
here. (Applause)

So, | think, Mr. President, | am not too sure if it has to be a new Standing Order
element, but | think that should those questions be done impartial, maybe question 1,
guestion 5, we can submit them, such that the efforts and sacrifice that we also are
expecting our hardworking Civil Servants to be doing in these times, at least, they can

see a reward that we did reach somewhere, rather than, maybe, they didn’t reach
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anywhere, because, as we look down the road and we all know, probably, it is very

soon that this Session will come to a close. Thank you.

Mr. President: Ok, Honourable Members. Clerk, | think we can move on.

Ag. Clerk Assistant: Item 13 - Personal Explanations.

Iltem 14 - Motions.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Thank you. Mr. President, | beg to move the
following Motion standing in my name:

WHEREAS it is necessary to provide for the services of the State of Grenada for
the year 2021 by means of a Supplementary Appropriation Act;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Supplementary Appropriation Act, 2021 for the fiscal
year 1% January to 31% December, 2021 be approved.

Question proposed

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, as this Motion refers to a Money Bill,
| wish to signal to this Honourable House that the Bill is being endorsed with the
Speaker’s Certificate and that | have the necessary consent to proceed.

This Motion seeks approval for the first Supplementary Estimates for 2021,
pursuant to section 23 of the Public Finance Management Act, No. 17 of 2015. Mr.
President, even after nearly eighteen months, the COVID-19 pandemic continues to
cast a long, dark shadow over the global economy and the world’s healthcare systems

and disproportionately so, on Small Developing Countries, such as ours.
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If there was ever any doubt in the minds of some of us here in Grenada that this
COVID pandemic was not a real threat, that this was something that only affected
others, then those persons should be in no doubt now, as the Delta variant of the virus
rips through Grenada, as we speak. From only one death and four active cases, just
three weeks ago, to thirty-eight deaths and over two thousand active cases today and
counting and counting fast. With infections and hospitalisations dramatically increasing,
extreme strain on our healthcare system and frontline workers is immense, and this is
just the start, not to mention the stresses on all of our citizens, both public and private
and personal.

Therefore, the path of this pandemic is extremely uncertain, which makes
policymaking and the operating environment extraordinarily challenging. This
Supplementary Budget, to a great extent, responds to these challenges, helping
Government respond to the health, social and economic impacts of the current crisis.
This is crucially important at this time, to prevent further economic scarring and social
dislocation.

Mr. President, while this Supplementary Budget would provide the necessary
allocations, Government would have to mobilise the necessary resources to facilitate its
implementation. Successful implementation would be critical, if these additional

resources are to have the meaningful impact intended.

(Cell phone ringing)

Mr. President: Excuse me, Senators. Let me apologise, most profusely. |

forgot to take my phone off the hook.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: The pandemic has significantly undercut
Government’s revenues. Total revenues and grants for the first half of 2021 was behind
target by $31.1m. During the same period, Government has spent in excess of $60m
more than it collected in local revenues and grants in order to meet its obligations

including paying salaries on time and paying a 4% increase to Public Workers, meeting
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all of our obligations in these challenging times. This could only have been achieved
through Government’s continued good fiscal management, building reserves and
contingencies, since coming into office in 2013 that have provided the fiscal capacity to
now navigate, as well as we have through these difficult times.

However, since the recent spikes in COVID-19 cases, Government’s fiscal
situation faces significant downside risks, which could stem from low revenues and
growing COVID related expenditure needs. Mr. President, allow me to turn briefly, to
the outlook for the near term. At this juncture, we’re still projecting positive growth at
the end of this year, albeit slower than was originally projected. The economy is now
expected to grow by 5.2%, from a very low base in 2020, where the economy
contracted by 13.7%. Some of the interventions in this Supplementary Budget would
continue and would contribute to this growth. Looking ahead, the outlook for Grenada’s
economy is expected to remain favourable despite considerable risks, including from
the still unfolding COVID-19 pandemic. Real GDP growth is expected to average 4.3%
during the period, 2022 to 2024.

Mr. President, the recovery of the Tourism Sector will depend on our ability to
manage the COVID threat here at home, plus the rebound of the global travel and
economic conditions in our source markets.

Prospects for growth in advanced economies, such as the United States, one of
Grenada’s major source markets, are generally greater than for emerging markets in
developing countries due to better vaccination responses and additional policy support.
It is therefore anticipated that these factors would quicken economic recovery in
Grenada’s major source markets and increase global travel, which would benefit
economies such as ours.

The outlook for the Construction Sector is positive over the Medium Term, with
several Public and Private Sector Projects, on-going and in the pipeline. Major hotel
projects, as well as several private housing and commercial building projects across the
Tri-Island State are on-going. Moreover, significant investment in the Agricultural

Feeder Roads, Road and Bridge Repairs, Schools Upgrades and other projects to
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improve infrastructure and boost climate resilience are on-going. This should provide
much needed employment and further increase aggregated demand.

Government is continuing to monitor upward pressure in food and fuel prices.
The general increase in prices locally is projected to reach 2.2% this year, slightly
higher than the 1.6% predicted in 2020. This rise is driven by international
developments, impact in food commodities, fuel and international shipping, which all
have a trickledown effect to us here.

The spike in the unemployment rate to 28.4% in the aftermath of the pandemic
has proven to be transient. With significant employment gains recorded since then, the
unemployment rate, as of the end of the first quarter of 2021 was 19.5%, significantly
lower than that initial figure.

However, the unemployment rate remains unacceptably high and above the pre
pandemic level of 15.1% at the end of the fourth quarter of 2019, a historic low
compared to the over 40% unemployment rate we met, when we came into Office in
2013. While the fiscal situation is expected to improve gradually, it will remain very
challenging. This is in stark contrast to where we were before the pandemic. Mr.
President, it is important for us to remember where we came from and the significant
progress made in transforming our economy, pre COVID. Seven years of consecutive
economic growth, close to 4.5% to 5%, one of the fastest growing economies in the
Region, seven years of consecutive growth; a reduction in the Debt-to-GDP Ratio from
108% when we came into Office to 57.3% in 2019; well on target to achieving the ECCB
target of 55% by 2023. And as previously mentioned, unemployment, from over 40%
down to that record low, historic low of 15.1%, and five years of consecutive Budget
surpluses, surpluses we are now drawing upon in these challenging times.

So, to the Supplementary Estimates and specifically the recurrent side of that
Budget; Mr. President, the Supplementary Appropriation Bill that will be presented is for
a total of $54,910,146.00, and comprises only $2,999,705.00, only 5% of the total

supplementary Budget to the recurrent side.
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Accordingly, the Line share of the Supplementary Budget allocation,
$51,910,441.00 or 95% of the total Budget is for capital expenditure. This is asset
creating spend, and this is on top of the $305m capital allocation, previously approved
for the 2021 Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure. These are additional monies that
have come into the system on top of that $305m, which is the primary budget for this
year. This is crucially important, as this will help in building additional productive
capacity in the economy, protecting existing jobs and creating new ones and new
opportunities.

Mr. President, the 2021 Recurrent Budget Strategy was to contain recurrent
spending in order to help create space for capital investment. So, the same principle
applied to the 2021 Budget, the Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure, in terms of
keeping recurrent spending as small as possible, ensuring that the Capital Budget is
large as possible to invest in economic growth initiatives, it's exactly the same approach
that has been taken with this Supplementary Appropriation. These are additional
monies that are coming into the system.

Additionally, the Public Finance Management Act provides limited flexibility in
reallocating savings from other areas of the Budget to the recurrent side and within the
recurrent side. The two requests, under this Supplemental, for additional recurrent
allocations, are therefore very important within this context.

So, as outlined in Vote 12, in the Schedule of the Bill, the additional request for
Appropriation for the Police of just under $1m for employee compensation is necessary
to cover the costs of increments accrued over many years. So what has been allocated
there is just a partial payment for monies owed to those within the Police Service.

The $2m recurrent request under the Ministry of Finance is just a buffer to the
overall Recurrent 2021 Budget. This allocation would be used to answer any shortfall,
any unforeseen costs in the Recurrent Expenditure that may arise in any Ministry during
the rest of the year. This will be administered by the Ministry of Finance, with all
requests for reallocation to Ministries or Departments being fully justified.

Now to the capital side of the Supplementary Estimates. The additional

Appropriation on the capital side will cover external grants and loans already secured,
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but now needing to be brought into the system through this Appropriation. This gives
the authorisation for those funds to be spent, either on new programmes or existing
programmes where insufficient Appropriations were made or for unforeseen needs on
the local side.

Savings within the existing allocations, which is the first place you look at, could
not be found at this time without jeopardising the implementation of other key Capital
Projects. So we are already managing a very tight ship, so there was very little excess
to draw upon, hence these Appropriations.

So, referencing the Schedule attached to the Bill, firstly, the Ministry of Finance
under Vote 20. So, the G-CREWS Project, $3.3m allocation; the G-CREWS Project is a
Water Resilience Project funded by the Green Climate Fund and the Government of
Germany. This is $125m Project/Programme that will build resilience into our Water
Sector over the next five years. So, this is advancing $3.3m of that into this year, in
addition to other allocations that were made at the beginning of the year, to accelerate
work on that programme.

Another $3m under the Regional Disaster Vulnerability Reduction Project, the
(RDVRP), this project is funded by a loan from the World Bank, an extremely soft loan.
The objective of the additional financing for the project is to reduce vulnerability to
natural hazards of climate change impacts, and there are twenty schools currently
under repair being financed by this project, and this project has to be completed by
2021.

Under the Technical Assistance Fund, $1.8 m, an additional appropriation is
required to cover expenses under this project. The aim of this project is to enhance
human capital development and is funded through sundry grants. $10m under the
COVID-19 Loan Support to the Grenada Airport Authority; the Airport Authority is one of
the hardest hit State-owned Enterprises in the current pandemic, which saw revenues
decline, from $3.5m to less than $400,000.00. The Government has provided a loan to
the Authority to help mitigate the impact of the pandemic and to avoid a total closure of
the Airport, which would be detrimental to the economy. So, with the lockdown, with

flights suspended for a significant period, flights more recently returning, those revenue
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streams that the Airport is dependent on are dried up, therefore, support from Central
Government is required.

There’'s $15m under the IDB/CDB Global Loan Programme, this request is
necessary to support the second Economic Stimulus Package, which would provide
financial support to persons and businesses, who are directly impacted by the COVID-
19 pandemic. This second Stimulus Package would be largely funded from a
concessional loan from the Caribbean Development Bank, to the value of $24.2m, with
very generous loan terms, low interest rates and a significant grace and payback period,
plus local resources to the total value of $36m.

Mr. President, the Socioeconomic impact of the pandemic has been especially
hard on the most vulnerable groups, in particular our youth and women. This second
Stimulus Package, which runs from September, 2021 to December, 2022, would
provide broader, more inclusive support, focusing on these vulnerable groups and
businesses, those most impacted by the pandemic, providing an economic buffer for
them.

The support includes extending the SEED Programme, supporting families, who
slipped further into poverty, as a consequence of the pandemic; income and payroll
support for workers and small business owners in the Tourism and Transport Sectors;
the provision of unemployment benefits; loan moratoriums from Financial Institutions for
businesses and individuals requiring this relief; and through the Interconnectivity
Programme, internet access to one thousand, five hundred vulnerable homes, ensuring
that no one is left behind in this digital age; and support to the Youth Entrepreneurship
Programme, support for those young men and women starting new small businesses, or
expanding existing businesses, providing business support to those businesses in these
challenging times, and then additional support for the Informal Sector. Mr. President,
this programme would be overseen by a Project Oversight Committee to ensure the
efficient implementation of those resources and that there is firm accountability.

Mr. President, this is in addition to the first Stimulus Package launched at the
start of the pandemic valued at $50m, which is to provide its support to Hoteliers,

Restaurants, Bars, Travel Agents, Public Bus Operators, Taxi Drivers, Vendors,
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Farmers, Fishers, Trades persons, Small Businesses, Barbers, Hairdressers and
support to other impact groups, plus a $10m in healthcare allocations, specific to
fighting the COVID threat at that time.

Then there is $2.835m under the World Bank Capital Share increase, and this is
for the purchase of additional shares that were approved by Parliament. The payment
is to be made over a five-year period, and this request for Appropriation would facilitate
payments due in 2021. And by increasing Grenada’s share capital within the World
Bank, it provides us with even greater access to further Grants and highly concessional
funds from the bank and through the bank.

Then half a million dollars for the digital transformation office through the World
Bank loan, and this project would further strengthen Grenada’s ICT capacity. This loan
was approved through the passage of the 2021 Budget. The appropriation would cover

the expected drawdown on the loan for the remainder of this year.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell, | am profusely regretful of having to stop you in
flight. But, | have to attend to a Regional matter, and | discussed with the Deputy
President to hold the Chair for me, so | must leave now.

Mr. Deputy, | know you would want to make a contribution to this debate. | am
suggesting that you can use the latitude of the Chair to do so, in the form of your own
general comments.

Honourable Members, | should be out for about an hour. Itis necessary. So, Mr.
Deputy President, can you hold the Chair for me, please? Thanks.

Sergeant-at-Arms: Mr. Deputy President in the Chair.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Continue,
Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Thank you, Mr. Deputy President, So, under the
Ministry of Education, Vote 40. So, over $400,000.00 under the Education
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Management Information System, this is for license fees for the Education Management
Information System. This is for the electronic management of teacher and student
records, critical in the efficient administration of our Education Service.

Then $450,000.00 under the Global Partnership in Education; this is to facilitate
grant funds for the GPE Project, which builds on the significant work already done and
taking place within the Ministry of Education over this COVID period, again, students
and teachers online through the E-learning Platform and ensuring the continuity of
education of our children.

And, within this programme, there is a harmonising of education policies and
procedures across Member States within the OECS to ensure a more effective and
coordinated response to COVID-19; implementing a six to nine month academic
recovery period programme targeting vulnerable students to provide additional support,
and close the achievement gap that may have widened, as a result of the pandemic; the
procurement and distribution of devices for primary and lower Secondary School
students, to again close the digital divide and reach all vulnerable students; teacher
training for primary and secondary levels; and then support for students’ wellbeing by
providing hygiene kits to those students in need.

Mr. Deputy President, as | said earlier, this supplements the significant work and
investment that is taking place within the Ministry of Education, ensuring that we are
keeping our students, teachers and support staff safe. We were able to provide the
optimal level of education through digitised services through e-learning services to our
students.

Then there is $2.6m for the COVID-19 Response, and this is to cover the cost of
monitoring the sanitising of schools to the end of the School Year. At the time of the
Budget preparation, this item of expenditure was unforeseen, given the state of the
pandemic. This item of expenditure became extremely important, very early in the year
and savings were reallocated from the School Feeding Programme to fund this
programme. So, although there were savings on food and other supply inputs during
the period where students were being taught from home, the cooks and staff salaries

who operate the School Feeding Programme were still paid over this period.
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So, during this lockdown period, Mr. Deputy President, with many workers being
sent home for their own safety and protection, they all got paid. Mr. Deputy President,
we met and continue to meet all of our obligations to Public Workers. So, then under
the School Feeding Programme, there is an allocation of $1.725m, and as per, my last
comments, those savings were reallocated from this programme to facilitate the
payment for sanitisation of the schools, etcetera. The allocation for this project has
been depleted, and this request is necessary to now provide the additional support that
is required within the School Feeding Programme, Mr. Deputy President.

So, under the Ministry of Health, Vote 50, COVID-19 Response Support, $2m.
Mr. Deputy President, $1.5m was budgeted in the 2021 Estimates. This amount has
been largely utilised given the current state of the COVID-19 pandemic. Additional
resources are urgently needed to ensure an effective and efficient response to the on-
going crisis. This allocation would provide resources for the administration of the
Environmental Wardens and the vaccination outreach. And this is on top of what is
already been budgeted for, but has already been spent for the year.

And then $204,000.00, this is grant support through UNICEF for support in the
vaccination programme. Grant funding for the programme, the allocation is being
brought into the account, so it can be used. This additional grant support is to assist in
Grenada’s vaccine response, again, on top of what is already been budgeted and spent
throughout this year.

And the OECS Regional Health Project, under the World Bank, $8m being
brought in, this project aims to improve the resilience of health facilities across the
OECS and providing resilience against external shocks. The additional appropriation is
needed to facilitate expenditure of loan funds before the end of this year. COVID
prevented us from progressing with this programme, so the resources are now being
made available enabling it to progress.

And finally, Mr. Deputy President, under the Ministry of Agriculture, praedial
larceny, $100,000.00. Senator St. Clair, you raised in this very House the importance of
praedial larceny and you called upon Government to provide additional resources now

to support that programme. The debate that we had, we made a commitment within the
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Motion debate, that Government was already looking at how it could provide additional
support to that programme, recognising the urgent need for it and listening and in
response to the calls of our farmers. So, $100,000.00 has been allocated to spend to
boost that programme. We do listen, Mr. Deputy President. We do listen and respond.
(Applause)

So, Mr. Deputy President, in closing, | want to stress again, these are additional
resources that are being brought into the Treasury on top of the resources that have
already been allocated to spend throughout the course of the year. As | said in the
opening, the focus of this Appropriation Bill is on the capital side. These are activities
that are either protecting or creating jobs, contributing to the growth of the economy and
addressing the specific needs at this time as we navigate our path through this
pandemic. And it is for these reasons, Mr. Deputy President, | commend this Motion to

this Honourable House. | thank you. (Applause)

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Senator Joseph.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Mr. Deputy President, a very interesting
presentation this morning, by the Honourable Senator. It appears to me, Mr. Deputy
President, that the staff that is available at the Ministerial level has probably specific
skills set. For example, they have the skills set to deal with the finances. But the skills
set and the ability to respond to questions, they don’t have that.

Mr. Deputy President, the more I listen is the more | wonder. A number of things
were said here this morning, by the Honourable Senator. | am going to deal with a few
of them. Now, | have before me the Appropriation for the year 2021. Vote 12, that is
Police, $51.6m was allocated for 2021. We are now asking for a further, approximately,
$1m. But, Mr. Deputy President, what was said by the Honourable Leader of
Government’s Business is that most of these funds will go towards increments,
increments. Now increments, Mr. Deputy President, is a given based on your resource
and your plan and your development. It is a given. Increments don’t just fall out of the

sky. You have to qualify for increments, so increments should not be a surprise. It
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appears here, Mr. Deputy President, that all of a sudden we have to find approximately
$1m and we were surprised, and now we have to find approximately $1m to pay
increments to, probably, members of the Police Force, | am not too sure.

Mr. Deputy President, we have Police, who are not even Police, you know. That
might sound strange, but do some homework. | don’t know who is getting these
increments. | do hope, Mr. Deputy President, that due process would follow. If these
increments were related to promotions, | do hope that due process will follow. Mr.
Deputy President, | have no problem with additional allocations. But the allocations
must be deserved and it must be directed in the proper place.

Mr. Deputy President, the Leader of Government’s Business spoke about the
Stimulus Package, and | must chime in on this one. The country, Mr. Deputy President,
doesn’t want Stimulus Packages. What we need to do is to stimulate the economy.

Our focus is wrong.

(Laughter by Senator Stiell)

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Now, Mr. Deputy President, let us take a close
look at what a Stimulus Package could mean. It could mean a number of things. It
could mean investing in a particular area, but it could also mean other things, which do
not relate to economic development.

Now, Mr. Deputy President, | want to refer to a document | have here. It deals,
Mr. Deputy President, with the 2021 Mid-Year Economic View and Estimate of the
performance. And | want to zoom in on the section, that's 5.1.1, which deals with
Agriculture and Fishing. And let me just read something here: “Preliminary data, for
the first half, shows mixed result for the Agriculture Sector in 2021 compared to
the same period in 2020. There were reductions in the production of nutmeg and
mace of 2.0% and 27.3%, respectively. Nutmeg production was relatively low for
the first half of 2021 and this was partially due to lower than anticipated rainfall.
Notwithstanding, participation in the sector increased, as persons unemployed,

as a result of the impact of the pandemic used the resource-rich subsector, as a
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vehicle for revenue generation.” This is where we need to stimulate, Mr. Deputy
President. This is where we need to focus.

Mr. Deputy President, | think it is very prudent that | take a look here, very
intensely at these sectors. Now, the Government seems to be, as | said in my
preliminary presentation, we need to rebalance sense, and we need to take a look
outside of the box. It seems, from the approach taken by the Government, is that
Agriculture is dead and buried, so let us forget it. But this report is saying, this report is
saying it is a resourced field sector. It is a resourced field sector, Mr. Deputy President,
and Mr. Deputy President, we have approximately in this country, 3,550 persons selling
Nutmegs directly; 3,550 persons.

Mr. Deputy President, also, we have nutmeg producers and sellers, who are also
cocoa producers and sellers. But, in addition to that number, we have about 1,000
persons selling cocoa only. So, Mr. Deputy President, if we total that number, we will
see about 4,720. Mr. Deputy President, and | am coming to something. | am coming.
4,720 persons directly involved in that sector; directly involved in that sector. Mr.
Deputy President, if we assume, and it is reasonable to assume, that every household
of the farmer is made up of four persons, it means that approximately 18,000 persons
are directly involved and are direct beneficiaries of that sector. Mr. Deputy President,
this is the sector where the focus has to be, because when the money comes in there, it
is new monies that come into the country, through the foreign exchange, new monies
and these monies go directly into the society and into the economy.

Mr. Deputy President, | am asking, in relation to the stimulus, | am asking that the
Government make a contribution directly to both organisations, and it is not a gift that
somebody is begging for. We are doing it in the interest of the nation. And, what can
happen, Mr. Deputy President, if we are able to lift or to raise the price, and it is only for
a period, it’'s only for a period, raise the price of the nutmegs, from $3.00 to $5.00. And,
Mr. Deputy President, let me just give you some figures here. Presently, GCNA buys
about 2.5 million pounds of nutmegs per year. GCNA pays to the farmer $3.00. So, it
means that GCNA gives the farmer, for that particular year, about $7.5m. | am asking

that the Government, they are stimulating the economy, let us stimulate it. Put $2.00 on
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every pound of nutmeg. Bring the price of nutmeg to the farmer to $5.00, Mr. Deputy
President. Bring it up to $5.00, and you are going to transform the rural economy. The
farmer now can live. He can invest in his farm, Mr. Deputy President. He can invest in
his farm, and when he invests in his farm, he creates employment, Mr. Deputy
President.

Mr. Deputy President, also, within the GCNA circles, it is believed, and you know
it is reasonable to believe that, based on the information that approximately 500,000
pounds of nutmegs remain un-harvested. If the price goes up, Mr. Deputy President, to
$5.00, then every grain of nutmeg under each tree in this country will be harvested and
it would generate more and more and more foreign exchange. Mr. Deputy President, |
am talking stimulus, which is needed more than ever right now. It is needed more than
ever. But, we are looking in the wrong places.

Mr. Deputy President, there is a verse of Scripture, which says: “l cast my eyes
unto the hills from whence cometh my help.” Where nutmegs are grown or where
cocoas are grown? On the hills! We have to look towards the hills. We are looking
towards the ocean and the sky. We are looking in the wrong place, Mr. Deputy
President.

The Cocoa Sector

The Cocoa Association, and | am speaking stimulus, presently, buys or
purchases about 3.7 million pounds of wet cocoa, at a price of $1.60. Let us stimulate
that industry. Let us stimulate it. Let the State put on a package that gives
approximately 50¢ on every pound to that sector. Not one pod of cocoa would remain
on the tree and the downstream effect of this would be tremendous. We are looking the
wrong place, Mr. Deputy President. Now, 50¢ on each pound will cost the Government,
approximately, $1.85m. So if the State puts in $1.85m into the Cocoa Industry, and
they put in approximately $5m into Nutmeg Industry, we are going to transform, Mr.
Deputy President, we are going to transform the rural economy. When the rural
economy is transformed, the effect is felt throughout the country, and we are speaking
about the lives of 20,000 people. We are speaking about the lives of 20,000 people
being affected. We have to rebalance sense, Mr. Deputy President.
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What we have been doing in the past has some merit, but we should learn from
the past, Mr. Deputy President. When we put our eggs in one basket, and it is a fragile
basket and the basket drops, all the eggs are broken, and we are in trouble. We have
to take a close look, Mr. Deputy President, and this document is saying it. It is saying it,
and let me just read it again. “Notwithstanding, participation in the sector
increased...” Participation, people were involved in it. What really drives a sector
speedily, Mr. Deputy President, is the ability to make money within the sector. So, if we
inject funds, then more persons will get into the sector, and the sector is going to grow,
and once that sector grows, the economy grows. So, let me finish reading:
“Participation in the sector increased as persons, unemployed, as a result of the
impact of the pandemic, used the resource-rich subsector, as a vehicle for
revenue generation.”

| want us to take a note. Sometimes we get these things and | wonder if
Members on the Government side always take time off to read them. There is a
paragraph on the Cocoa Sector. | am not going to go there right now. But, Mr. Deputy
President, | am simply saying, in these crucial times, we need to stimulate, we need to
stimulate. But let us stimulate in the right places, because if we don't stimulate in the
right places, then the stimulation is going to be useless.

We have seen, Mr. Deputy President, packages were given out at a particular
time. | think it was around $50m and then we had another disbursement. But what has
happened? Let's look at it. What was the impact? We virtually did not move very far
from square one.

So, Mr. Deputy President, | just want to wrap on that issue by saying, the
Government needs to take a serious look; it needs to take a serious look. And my
recommendation for the input into those sectors is not an indefinite one. We can work
with it for a period of one year and let us see what happens, let us see. | am not
begging for GCNA and for the Cocoa Association and for the farmers, | am not begging
for them. What | am saying is that they deserve something better and let us see if we

can deliver it.
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Mr. Deputy President, on the issue of the Ministry of Education, that is Vote 20.
The Ministry of Education got, in the Budget, $119.8m. If we are asking for additional
funds, it could mean therefore, that we have exhausted, so we’re asking for some more
monies. | know, Mr. Deputy President, that we are in Covidious times. It is not normal
times. But you know, we should have some serious, serious savings in relation to
Education re School Feeding, because there are some activities that are just not taking
place. In fact, the Current Bill for the schools should be lower. The Water Bills for the
schools should be lower, because the children were home for quite a while. So, now
that we are here asking for some additional monies, | really wonder if these monies are
really deserved bearing in mind that some activities just were not able to take place.

| know, Mr. Deputy President, that sanitisation is a big issue, and sanitisation is a
cost, but you only sanitise when there is school. When there is no school, what are you
sanitising? And, | do hope, | do hope, Mr. Deputy President, that the Sanitisers and the
contract given, if any, all the i's are dotted and all the t's are crossed, because there are
some variables that can pop up in relation to the Sanitisers. So, | am watching at this
one very closely, in terms of who does what in relation to sanitising.

$100,000.00, Vote 64; $100,000.00, and the Leader of Government’s Business
spoke to praedial larceny. Well, $100,000.00 can’t even buy a good car. (Laughter) It
can’t even buy a good car. | would really like to see exactly what we're using that
$100,000.00 for. | don’t know if it's salaries. If it is salaries and you have to jump out of
the bag again, it means that we have no plan. We are playing as we go along. We are
vooping. If we connect, we connect. You can't run a country by shifting goal post all
over the place and as we go along, we make a mistake, we correct it, we try to go
again. No. $100,000.00 for praedial larceny? And the Honourable Senator St. Clair, |
am absolutely sure is going to say something about this. But in my humble opinion
$100,000.00, it doesn't make much of an impact. Now, that is Vote 64.

Let me just go back to Vote 64, here in the Budget. Ministry of Agriculture got
$18.6m, and we know the status of agriculture in this country. Agriculture is at the
bottom in relation to Government’s focus. You know, Mr. Deputy President, | am saying

all these things, because this is money we’re talking about. And we on “This Side” here,
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we want to ensure, Mr. Deputy President, that every dollar that comes from the
Treasury is spent wisely. We have a moral obligation and we have an obligation to this
nation to ensure that what is done is done properly, and what is done is done correctly
and in the interest of this nation.

You know, | heard Mr. Deputy President, something that has been bandied
around, that is, agriculture is treated, not bad at all. Why? Because you get this in the
Budget, and SAEP building roads. So, when you add what SAEP gets on what is
allocated here, under Vote 40 it's not bad. But would you say, Mr. Deputy President,
that if works is building a road in Grand Anse, that road should go under tourism. You
see, we have to make sense. We have to make sense, Mr. Deputy President.

Mr. Deputy President, | want to just wrap up. | don’t want to extend the time too
much. | want to wrap by saying that this stimulus, sorry, not this stimulus, but this, what
we are asking for here, what you asking for, it may or may not be totally justified. In my
humble opinion, | want whatever | do, is to the good of this nation, in terms of where |
vote on this issue. But | must say, Mr. Deputy President, | am not in a position based
on the evidence in front of me and presented here this morning by the Leader of the

Government side in a position to support this Bill. Thank you very much.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Senator Cox.

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Mr. Deputy President, | rise to give my full support
to the Appropriation Bill that is before us that was so presented by the Leader of
Government’s Business.

Mr. Deputy President, | think it's important for us to, for me to start my
presentation by putting this debate into context, from a legislative standpoint, because
oftentimes, Mr. Deputy President, | think persons do not understand what we’re doing at
this particular time, by way of the Appropriation Bill. So, | thought it was appropriate,
not only just for Members here, but for persons listening in, from the public to
understand that oftentimes we hear different responses regarding the Appropriation Bill,

why is it being done now? So, | think it is fitting to do so.
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Mr. Deputy President, if you will so permit me to read from section 28 of the
Public Finance Management Act, which states that, the subtitle, Appropriation Bill and |
read, “When the Estimates of Expenditure other than the expenditures referred to
in section 26 (1) (b), have been approved by the House of Representatives, a Bill
to be known as an Appropriation Bill shall be introduced in the House of
Representatives, providing for the issue for the consolidated funds of sums
necessary to meet the expenditure and appropriation of those sums under the
separate votes for several services required to the purposes specified therein.”

Mr. Deputy President, what this is basically saying is that this allows Government
at any point in time during the course of its normal fiscal cycle, that additional projects,
additional issues, additional requests, additional demands, may arise, it affords for
Government to come back in this House, as we are doing now to request of this
Honourable House, extra funds to meet those demands for the proper functioning of
Government. And, that is what we are doing.

So, | think it's important to make that known because oftentimes we hear
statements as if Government didn’t budget properly, we didn’t know what we about and
so, we're coming back now to ask for more. So, this is the purpose of the Appropriation
Bill. So, | think it's important for us to put that in context and to understand why we are
doing this.

Mr. Deputy President, | don’t think that | need to expound too much on the
significance of where we are, what we have done, and the importance of this
Appropriation Bill, for going forward. But | must highlight that this Appropriation Bill,
more than 95% of that Bill, is geared towards the capital investment. And this is
significant. And, | think it's important for persons to understand why we invest in the
capital side of the Budget and the significance of it and what that does.

| think | said it here already, Mr. Deputy President, in this Honourable House, but
| think | need to say it again. When you invest on the capital side of the Budget, what it
does, it creates significant economic activities through products and services and
hence, revenue is generated, which Government in turn will use on the recurrent side of

the Budget. That is how it is done. Recurrent does not bring back. When you invest on
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the capital side, it helps you to generate, so you can service the recurrent side, hence
the reason why most of the investment from this Appropriation Bill is done on the capital
side. So | just want to clear that up.

But | must speak on the significance, in terms of the investment that we have and
continue to make in some of the critical sectors, our infrastructure, water development,
that is a critical area for us. As we continue to grow, as we continue to see new
businesses emerge, demand for those services continue to increase, and as such we
must respond appropriately, to meet those measures and so that response is quite
appropriate, Mr. Deputy President.

Mr. Deputy President, | really want to, at this point in time applaud the Minister
for Education and the Ministry for Education, for their response, and for our response,
as a Government, from since the inception of COVID. And | think sometimes we
underscore some of the important things that would have happened in this country.

We found ourselves in a situation where schools had to be closed, you can say,
abruptly. But, Mr. Deputy President, we didn’t just closed schools and left kids home
idly by, we quickly responded through all available means, even some that it was very
difficult for some of our teachers, who are not so au fait with the technology, with some
of the kids who were not au fait with the technology, with some of the homes that didn’t
have the infrastructure to participate with those technology.

Mr. Deputy President, one of the things that | really want to applaud, also as a
country for, is that we took that bold step, even before some of our colleagues. We set
that standard and we set out to bring virtual learning into every home in Grenada, and
today, we have improved. Despite the fact, yes, there were some challenges, but this
morning, before leaving home, and even yesterday, you know, to see, to see my kids
not being able to get to the classroom face-to-face, but to hear the teacher interacting
with them, interacting with the students, that was important. That is significant. They
could have just be home sitting, doing anything. So, I believe, Mr. Deputy President, we
must commend this Government and the Ministry of Education, for taking this bold step
(applause) in ensuring that we continue to keep our kids engaged during this difficult

period. This is significant.
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And | heard my colleague on the “Other side” speaking about savings. We did
repurpose those savings, and we had to find more, not only from Government, we got
support from outside of Government, because it was substantial, we had to move
quickly. And so, | say this, because sometimes we trivialise important initiatives. If we
take our time to understand the context in which certain things are done and what is
done, | think when we seek to respond to those, it will be much different. So | caution
my colleague on the “Other Side” to seek time to do so.

The issue, Mr. Deputy President, of internet access, and we have been having
some significant discussions with the NTRC, in terms of internet penetration in this
country. And surprisingly, while everybody, most persons may have a cell phone, the
internet penetration in this country is very small, is very small, where households are
concerned. It is not as large as persons may think. And it goes to show the challenges
that some of the homes have in terms of being able to access. And this is not only a
Grenada issue, this is a regional issue. And one of the things that our Prime Minister
has been championing is the need for us to do more in the area of ICT, not just in
Grenada, but the entire region, it's an area of weakness for us. We are behind. And we
are just seeing some new initiatives through the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank trying
to come up with a Virtual Wallet and things like that, D-Cash. So we are just getting
there and that is an indication of where we are, not just in Grenada, but the region as a
whole. So we have a lot of work to do in that area.

However, we continue to provide significant support for the Educational Sector,
that all schools, all schools throughout Grenada have broadband access, high speed
broadband access and that is significant. That is significant. And we see through this
Appropriation Bill, Mr. Deputy President, that we’re even going further into the
communities, into the homes, bringing access to persons who are unable to be able to
have that at this point in time. | think this is significant and we must, we must commend
our efforts in this regard, as a country for bringing this to families at this point in time.

Mr. Deputy President, | want to respond to my Colleague, Senator Joseph, on
some of his points, or statements in his presentation. Somehow, | am trying to restrain

myself, honestly, and | may defer some of the responses to the Leader of Government’s
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Business, when he wraps up. | really, really don’t want to, at this point in time. The
mental state | am in right now, Mr. Deputy President, | really don't want to, but | need to
touch on one. | need to touch on a couple.

Now, Mr. Deputy President, you are holding a Government Report, a
Government generated Report saying that we recognise the Agriculture Sector, as an
important sector. It's a Government generated Report, but at the same time you turn
and you’re saying that we are not supportive of agriculture and agriculture is dying. You
are saying that there is more participation in the sector, but the sector is dying. | don’t
know. | am confused, Mr. Deputy President. | am confused. It's a Government
generated Report, that is what we are saying. This is not an OECS Report or some
study that somebody did, you know. That is a Report that came from the Ministry of
Finance, that we are saying that our Agriculture Sector is a viable sector. Well | think,
Mr. Deputy President, my Colleague Senator started off by saying and admitting that he
is living in Wonderland. | didn't say it. | only repeat what he said. He said that he’s
living in Wonderland and maybe that’s why.

| want to go on further. The issue of the road, and if you build a road in Grand
Anse, it's for Tourism. Mr. Deputy President, we are saying that we are building
Agriculture Feeder Roads, roads specific for the sector and we have been criticised for
saying that. Could you imagine what will happen if we announced that we are building a
road for tourism? Mr. Deputy President, could you imagine how many News articles
that would.... We are saying that we are investing specifically for the Agriculture
Sector, but he finds something wrong with that. We are saying that the roads that
SAEP are building are for agriculture purposes, he has a problem with that.

Mr. Deputy President, | don’'t even know what to say again. | don’t know.
Maybe we should call a farmer name who we are building the road for. | really don’t

know. I really don’t know.

(Senator Joseph rose)

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Senator Joseph.
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Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Mr. Deputy President, just on a Point of
Clarity. And, | just need to clarify something here, Mr. Deputy President.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): So, it's a Point of

Clarity you're standing on?

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Yes, on a Point of Clarity. | would like to

clarify something.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Which Standing Order?

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Senator, you are

willing to give way?

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: It's in the Standing Order.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Which Standing Order?

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Well, you want me to get the book? | don’t

mind getting it. It's on a Point of Clarity.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Senator Stiell, let

him clarify.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: | can’t call which number. So, can the Deputy

President direct me?

(Inaudible comments)
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Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Yes, Senator
Joseph. You want to clarify something that the Senator made, or your statement he

erroneously made?

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: | want to clarity a statement that was made by

the Honourable Senator.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): You want to
clarify that?

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Yes, by the Honourable Senator.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Proceed.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Right. In relation to the SAEP, Agriculture or
Tourism road issue, | was simply saying, it was an analogy. | was saying that if a road
is constructed by SAEP in the countryside, the Agriculture Sector, we attach it to
Agriculture and the Ministry of Agriculture. | was saying, is it true, then, that if a road is
constructed in the Tourism belt should we add it on to the Tourism Budget? It was a
common sense thing | was just saying. It's a point | was making. So, if it is added to
the Agriculture Ministry or the budget for Agriculture, because it is done in the
Agriculture Sector, why not, if it is done in the Tourism Sector? It's a simple point.

Thank you very much.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Thank you,

Senator. Senator Cox.

Sen. the Hon. Noland Cox: Mr. Deputy President, | was even happier that |
give way, because he even gave me more fuel to the fire. Mr. Deputy President, our

main road, Grand Anse that we traverse through the Tourism Belt, where does that road
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lead to, not the Maurice Bishop International Airport, isn’t that the same road that carries
all our produce to be exported? (Applause) | am not even saying that those roads are
Agriculture Roads, which | could even justify. And that is the point that | am making.
We ought not to be nit-picking on trivial stuff. We ought not to be.

We are saying that Government is making a dedicated and direct investment in a
particular infrastructure to serve a particular sector and that is the reason why we are
saying that. Those same roads that serve the farms, the tourists pass on those same
roads, when they go to whatever springs and wheresoever. We are not saying those
roads are tourist roads. We didn’t build them for tourists. We built them for the farmers.
That is the first priority. So, Mr. Deputy President, | really didn’t want to comment, so as
| said, | left some for my Colleague to deal with. Yes, | left some.

Now, Mr. Deputy President, | want to reiterate, again. And | think there’s a lot of
lack of understanding about the Agriculture Sector, how it works and what is happening,
what is unfolding within the sector, what is actually changing, whatever transition that is
taking place, and how it is affecting the sector. | am sure my Colleague Senator, who
represent the farmers understand the endemic challenges that are there, that are
deeply rooted, that is affecting, in some cases, restraining the actual explosion in the
Agriculture Sector, which the Government has limited influence. And mention was
made of two major sectors, the cocoa and nutmeg. And the record will show, Mr.
Deputy President, that for decades, Government have pumped millions of dollars into

those sectors, millions of dollars, be it grant, be it loan...

(Senator Joseph rose)

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Senator, you're

standing on?

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: On a Point of Clarity, Mr. Deputy President.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): On?
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Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: On a Point of Clarity, again.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): You're giving

way, Senator?

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Yes.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): What is the Point
of Clarity?

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: | didn’t say anything...

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: You see, Mr. Deputy President, | am very

concerned...

Mr. Deputy President: Senator Joseph, hold on. Senator Cox, are you giving

way to Senator Joseph?

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Mr. Deputy President, | don’'t believe | said
anything that requires any clear clarification. And, so | would not want to give way at

this point in time.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Okay.

Sen. the Hon Norland Cox: And | would reiterate to give an assurance to this
Honourable House that | have not said anything contrary. The Senator mentioned that
for support, Government should pump monies into those sectors, cocoa and nutmeg,
specifically, and the Hansard, not in so many words that | said it, but that is based on

his comments, and Members can recall that was said.
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But | am saying that Government has done so for decades, and to no avail those
two sectors continue to struggle. And it goes back, Mr. Deputy President, to the same
fact that there are some endemic components and construct of those institutions that
are restrictive for the growth of those institutions. Yes, Government, we have been in
dialogue with them, in terms of moving, in terms of merging. And as the
Representative, Mr. Deputy President, for the Business Sector, | know that you're well
acquainted with that, and | would welcome whatever contribution in that regard. But |
know that you are well acquainted with it, Mr. Deputy President, that discussions are on-
going to see how we can make it more efficient to merge those two sectors. So | don’t
think it is fair. And not only just this Government, you know, Mr. Deputy President,
successive Governments, so it is not an indictment on this Government. But | think it's
more an indictment on those sectors where they are struggling. And they have to admit
that they have challenges and be willing to allow for not only from Government, but from
professional institutions that can assist in strengthening them, so they can grow, so that
the persons who matter most for those sectors, which are the farmers are the ones who
have been not benefiting, that they should, again, start to benefit from it, Mr. Deputy
President.

Mr. Deputy President, | want to just close on one thing, the whole issue of the
Agriculture Sector. | think, not enough mention is being made of a component that we
do not have control over, the issue of climate change and how that is affecting, and will
continue to affect the sector going forward. And mention was made of it. | hope | am
not wrong again, that from the Report, reading from the Report by my Colleague,
Senator Joseph, he said that there was reduced rainfall. | hope that didn’t create any
controversy by saying that, but that is what | recall, Mr. Deputy President, that there was
reduced rainfall, as such that was as one of the major contributing factors to reduction in
the production of nutmeg. While, despite an increase in participation, that may have
been caught on by persons who would have lost their jobs, we see that and we have
spoken about it here, that a number of persons would have gone into farming, a number
of persons would have gone into the Food Sector, a number of persons would have

gone into other areas, pulling out on their talents to ensure that they can sustain, or
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generate some livelihood for their families, and we have recognised that. Hence the
reason why the Stimulus Support is geared towards providing income support for
persons who have lost income, for support for those small businesses, that would have
now been created, as a result of the pandemic of persons losing their job and having to
start a small business by creating that support for them. Mr. Deputy President, tell me
what is wrong with doing that? Tell me, what is wrong with providing some support for
somebody who would have lost their job and decided to create a small business? What
is wrong with providing some support for that person to sustain themselves and to go off
on their own?

My dear Colleague, Senator Mc Queen is a businessperson and she
understands the challenges in running a business, especially starting up. And if at this
point in time, in a difficult time in our country, that Government sees it necessary to
borrow a soft loan to help those persons to help themselves, Mr. Deputy President, |
don’t see anything wrong with that. | don’t see anything wrong with that. As a matter of
fact, | commend the Government for doing such a thing, because we have often said it
and heard it on “That Side” of the House, that persons need what, a “Hand Up,” not a
‘Hand Out.” Those are the comments, and now we are doing that. And, Mr. Deputy
President, my Colleague, Senator Joseph, | hope, | am not saying anything contrary to

what he presented.

(Senator Mc Queen rose)

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Senator Mc

Queen, you’re standing on a Point of Order?

Sen. the Hon. Shirley Mc Queen: Clarity.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Clarification.

Senator Cox, you’re giving way to her?
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Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Well, she has an opportunity to present, so she

can present when her turn comes.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Yes, yes.
Senator, when you are presenting you can deal with it. Yes. Good.

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Yes. Good. So, Mr. Deputy President, my
Colleague Senator said that the Stimulus Package he doesn’t believe it is necessary at
this time. For what it is geared for, it should not go towards that. | hope | am correct, in
that regard. | don’t want to be saying what the person didn’t say. Mr. Deputy President,
that is not the kind of person | am. But | have it noted here. But, Mr. Deputy President,
we beg to differ and differ strongly. And | think it goes back to the comments that |
indicated earlier, that we have to internalise what is before us, put everything into
context before making trivial remarks. In my mind, that is just, that is just my whole
issue on this.

In all, Mr. Deputy President, | believe that where we are as a Government in
terms of the COVID response, and I've always said in this Honourable House that our
response to COVID, based on our definition of response has never been a Government
response. It has always been a national response. It has always been the Government
of Grenada, together with the people of Grenada in the response, because we can only
make recommendations, but their participation and support and adhering to those
recommendations for the greater part is what will bring us success, and what have
brought us some measure, at some point in time, until now.

But, | say this, that despite whatever challenges that we have, we are certain, as
Government, that we will get over this, with the support of the majority of this nation to
go past this, and to ensure that we return to some semblance of normalcy, and to
realise the true Grenadian spirit, through this difficult period in our country’s history. We
have had several, Mr. Deputy President, and we have come out of those. But we have
come out of those as a country, never as a Government, hence the reason why our

approach and our definition of this is a national response.
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We have had support. Just last night, Mr. Deputy President, we had a call with
the Diaspora Affairs, with persons in the diaspora, a Zoom Call, and the call was
supposed to start at 7:00 o’clock. About three minutes past seven, after coming off a
phone call and logging in, | realised | couldn’t get in, more than 100 persons already
had been signed in. That is the kind of response that we are speaking about, persons
in the diaspora responding to the call for support for friends and families here in
Grenada. That is what | am speaking about. That is a national response, not in the
context here only, but our nationals in the diaspora.

| think, Mr. Deputy President, it is an excellent opportunity for every Member of
this Honourable House to understand the context where we are, and to use this
opportunity to approach how we move forward, how we respond to where we are,
because | believe that is an opportunity that will clearly define what happens to some
institutions, or to some individuals. Persons have an opportunity to be remembered in
this particular time in a particular way, based on their response to the trouble that this
nation is in right now.

But | say this, Mr. Deputy President, and | want each and every one of us as
Grenadians to understand that we must do, each and every one of us, must do our part
individually for us to get ahead of this. With these words and contribution, Mr. Deputy
President, | pledge my full support to the passage of this important Appropriation Bill,

before this Honourable House. Thank you very much. (Applause)

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Senator St. Clair.
Members, just as a reminder, please wear your masks appropriately, please, up on your

nose, over your mouth. Thank you.

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Thank you, Mr. Deputy President. 1 rise to
make my contribution on behalf of the farmers and fisher folks towards this, | would say,
important Bill. It says supplementary, but sometimes supplementary sounds as an
afterthought, as the Senator Cox said it's not an afterthought. That is, | guess, the legal

name that is used in our documentation.
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| want to start quickly to look at the context as Senator Cox mentioned that he
referred to the Public Finance Act. And | want to say in passing that we must not refer
to it as convenience, because there are many other aspects of the Public Finance Act
that we also have to work with, in the context of this. (Applause)

Well | was further happy to listen to the Leader of Government’s Business, when
he spoke of, one of the items, | can remember specifically, in the different supplemental
requests, that something he mentioned that would finish by the end of the year. And |
was also happy to hear that, because it means that the message is getting home, that
we have to know when things would finish, because this Supplement is not to go into
2022, it’s to happen now.

Something also of concern and it's an important point that Senator Joseph
raised, in terms of, are there other opportunities within the overall Budget, the overall,
the big, massive Budget from which we can move funds, such that we don’t need to
maybe even have this quantity, or quantum of supplementals? So, for example, let us
suppose you had an allocation under Tourism, for example, and you realised based on
slowness of things happening, and we may not be able to achieve that and maybe $5m
there, and you need it in Education, maybe you can move it over to Education. So, it's
more a sort of rebalancing to borrow a word, rather than an overall increase of the total
Budget overall. So, that it doesn’t remain there, sometime and it remains as an unspent
at the end of the year. And, it’s, oh, we didn’t use that we have all that amount to use.
So, this is just another point.

| want to also mention, the issue of the School Feeding Programme matter. |
don’t want us to lose sight, and | didn’t hear properly, because | was taking some notes,
so | just wanted to know if | could get clarification that some funds were moved from the
School Feeding for the sanitising etcetera. | have no problem. | understand this is very
key. We have to make sure that the kids are secured. At the same time, though, we'’re
increasing our investment in the ICT to ensure that the students are able to stay home
and do this e-Learning. So | am trying to figure out, if we’re going to have increase e-

Learning, it means that less students will be coming to school. So, do we really need
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that level of sanitation? Who are we going to be sanitising? | am just using common
sense approach here. So, that is a sort of logic | am concerned about.

But, | am more concerned. | was speaking only yesterday to a young lady and
she was saying how, you know, she got so interested in agriculture and so on and we
were discussing different topics and the issue of the School Feeding Programme came
up, and is as an important point. The School Feeding Programme is, and | could speak
a little bit about that, because from my previous job, | had a lot of interface with that
programme, and | was even consulted with in certain ways, to provide some advice.
And | was also involved in a project with the FAO in providing support, so | have some
knowledge from where | speak.

And, the question is, if the child doesn’t go to school, does it mean they don’t
need lunch? Because the School Feeding Programme is a programme that provides
support for mostly the needy, maybe the parents cannot afford, and you know it's a
subsidised meal. So the question is, if the child is home, trying to learn, how are they
getting a meal? Of course, we may say maybe through the Stimulus, and the question
is, is it really targeting there? Or is it that the School Feeding Programme would find
some mechanism to ensure that these students, while they are home can get some
meal even it's once or twice a week. So, that is something, | don’t want us to lose sight
of, that we’re fighting for sanitisation, when the students would be doing e-Learning, but
they have no food to eat.

And further to that and another important point that was raised as a co-benefit of
the approach and the lack of the students coming to school is the whole issue of abuse
in different forms of our children. And we know that is a rising issue, and of course, it’s
my understanding that having some contact for food provision would also give some
opportunity for monitoring those sorts of aspect that teachers in the school and so on
normally monitor and report. So | just wanted to mention those, based on a
conservation | had yesterday, accidently.

The matter of the internet is another concern. It's good to provide for persons,
who don’t have Internet and | agree with that. But | thought we might have heard what

is the penetration rate? When you go and you look at the statistics, the penetration rate
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for internet is very high in Grenada, when you look at the stats. Now, the question
might be, | may have internet on my phone, but | don’t have it on my computer. So,
even if | have a computer, | am not able to do the amount of things | need to do, as |
can do on a computer, as if | have it on the phone, so that may be a challenge.

But my concerns are two things, one, what is the criteria? What would be the
rationale? Do I, for example, stop pay my internet bill at home now, and go to the
Government and say, hey, | realise that you are having this programme, how can | get
benefit for my internet bill? Because this is what | understand it to be, payment of
internet bill, because it is my understanding that the Government was approached to
have a dialogue on this matter. So, there must be some criteria. Is it persons are not
paying their bills and they realise 40% of my customers are not paying their bill, so let
us find a strategy, because maybe these persons are not working, maybe they're
unemployed. | am not too sure what is the criteria for this, that's one aspect.

The other aspect is that, there are many Providers of internet service in Grenada.
There are those who have the wireless thing, you have a little dongle and no matter
where you go you could get internet. Then you have those others that are connected to
your house and other things like that. So the question is further, whose internet bill will
be paid? Is it only with one company, or depending on where the persons are located,
based on the needs, so that it's more equitable in creating that stimulus for the various
Private Sector Companies that are involved? This is my other question, and of course,
my farmers and fishers, where are they fitting in to all of this? Will there be a segment
that would include that 30% allocation for farmers and fishers, 25% for persons involved
in construction? What is that, because when those things are not structured like that,
we end up with all kinds of statements being made and maybe with all good intentions,
we end up losing the real benefit of what we want to do. So these are some comments
| wanted to make broadly.

But specifically, | want to say, that | want to commend our farmers and our
fishers, because as | reviewed the Medium Term Report over which there was a lot of
debate earlier on, | must say that despite all the challenges, despite all the different

issues that were facing us over the past, say, twelve to eighteen months, | want to
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commend our farmers and our fishers, because the statistics, as provided by the
Government, | take as true and it shows good performance by them. You know,
sometimes the farmers and fishers they work hard and they may collect their monies,
get their little monies, pay their bills, but sometimes they don’t see and understand that
big picture. They don’t get all the data. They don'’t get all the statistics. In fact, only last
week one of the local papers had an article saying: “Cocoa in the light of darkness,
Cocoa is the thing.” But, the point is, she did a whole newspaper to write on agriculture,
because if she looked at the Mid-Term Review there’s a lot of bright spots, Mr. Deputy
President.

In fact, we see MNIB, well, which you were once involved in and myself too, had
an increase of purchases of produce in the first half of this year by 4.3%. This is very
good, very good, and we know that MNIB, based on what it would have purchased,
normally is about 20/30% of national purchases. So, it means that we should have
seen a greater overflow in the country. We also saw the Cocoa Story with the increase
in cocoa production by 35%. The last time it was so high, | think was in 2016, so this is
good news. We also see my company, nutmeg, increase in 119% in exports for that
first half. We also see fresh fruits export, overall, that's excluding soursop, 1.5%, and
we also saw fish in the first half by 5.5%.

But what is significant, Mr. Deputy President, is the whole export statistics on
agriculture, because this is what at the end of the day, outside of our food security
component is the real pride of our local farmers and fishers. How much money we can
bring into the country, because these monies that we are bringing into the country is not
only foreign exchange that we could see as a profit for the country, because we have a
lot of construction material, food material and other things that are coming in, against
which all of these things have to go with our balance of trade.

So, what our farmers and fishers were able to do during this time, they also
contributed. But we know that with more support they could do more. And | say this to
say that | listened to Senator Cox’s presentation, in terms of, well, we can do
construction, and we always feel construction could do this quick turnaround. But

almost 90% of the inputs into construction are imported material into this country. And
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so we can do all of this and the question would be who is paying for that? Our farmers
have contributed almost $30m in the first half of the year, paying for some of this
material and so on that would have been imported into this country, and at the same
time, they have to ensure the country has food to eat. so it’s a lot of work they have on
their hands.

But | want to say also that let us not be of the misnomer that we must only follow
construction, because it is only construction that makes the money goes around,
because the farmer buys products and services also, his workers, or workers on the
farms. This is something Senator Joseph didn’t speak about. He spoke about 20,000
farmers including them and their family. But he didn’t speak about the other, at least,
two workers per farmer, which would bring us close to another 8,000 to 10,000 persons
in this country. All of them have to eat. They all have to go and buy products and
services, so they also are trickling money through the economy. So, if they have more
money, they can buy more services, and this money we know can create more
stimulation within the economy. So, | don’t want us to think it's only construction that
could cause stimulation. Agriculture will and fish will cause stimulation also.

So, in that regard, | want to speak here about 73% increase in export over the
previous year. You know, farmers need to be proud about that. But it means that they
are willing to work with the support, and we all know what we do. When you have a star
that is shining, you don’t kill it, you let it grow brighter, but you don’t forget the others.
As some people say, oh tourism has always been a bright star, so we follow it and so
agriculture died naturally. And, we say no, no, no, we have to be equal. And so |
reverse that same analogy in that we are not saying tourism is not going to be back up,
but here we have a bright star in agriculture and let us spend the money that we have,
or that we can muster, wisely, before our farmers start losing interest, because we
know, which is a very important point that the data also showed, and was alluded to by
Senator Joseph, and we all know that. As Construction goes down, everybody goes
back to their lands, it's a normal thing. That’s the way they can feed themselves, as it

comes back up it will disappear.
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So, | say this to say that, as we fight to get construction back up, these happy
figures that we are seeing could disappear, if the interest is lost. And the interest could
not necessarily be lost, because if the prices are right, and maybe some of the
suggestions Senator Joseph has made, or other mechanisms, then they can pay other
persons to go and work on their farms whilst they continue to use their special skills in
Construction.

| see 51% of the total export is from agriculture. So it means that with some
more help, and remember there is no farm machineries for anything to produce
anything, and they are doing that with fork and spade, and hoe, you know. Soursop
export increased to 181%, and we know this is a very important industry for Grenada.
At the same time, Mr. Deputy President, whilst | might be happy and gloating that
$100,000.00 at least, has been added into the supplemental, and we may say well, this
is nice, that’'s a different discussion in a while, our Soursop Industry is in a very
precarious position based on the croton scale insects that is affecting us badly. And so
whilst, yes, | am happy to see $100,000.00 for praedial larceny, | would say maybe
there’s another place in the Agriculture Ministry that they can move some money, or
maybe you may want to find some money somewhere else, but if we don’t address this,
this 181% could disappear very easily, because that disease is affecting, not only
soursop, but several of our other fruits. It's making it look very bad. It's defacing the
product, and it's not something that we really want. Personally, I've been in touch with
the Ministry and the Minister on this matter and | know they are trying their best to put
things in place. But | know definitely, and of course they know, they would need some
monies to help fight it, more spray teams, more spray machines and so on. Where
would they get that from? So not allocating it here or maybe there is another place
where it's coming from, | think such references should be made, despite it's a
supplemental matter. So, if there is readjustment, we should know that this is coming
from here, that is going there based on that plan. So that has me worried about the

issue with the soursop. Nutmeg, of course, we see increases, 127%. Fish also...
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Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Senator, Senator,
| am giving you a lot of latitude.

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Oh sorry.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): But | need you

keep your focus on what we are discussing, which is the supplemental.

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Yes, yes, yes...

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): So, | need you to
keep your focus there, not stray. | am giving you latitude, but | want you to go back and

focus properly on the Resolution.

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Yes. Okay. Yes. No problem. So, | bring
all of this to focus, to show that, Mr. Deputy President, that agriculture has held its end.
But, | think we could have seen a little bit more to help some of the dangerous areas, as
the pests’ issues. We have issues with freight. We could have had some allocations to
provide some support there. So | am asking that we might be able to rebalance some
of the monies that we have in this regard.

On the matter of praedial larceny, it's very good, that we will see some action
there. | would like to see more, but | know we are in September, so October,
November, December, so | could live with that. And so for the next Budget Year, we
can see how we can do better in that regard. So, these are my comments on this

matter, at this stage, Mr. Deputy President.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Anyone else?

Senator Cadet.
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Sen. the Hon. Judd Cadet: Well, thank you, Mr. Deputy President. Well, Mr.
Deputy President, | won'’t be very long, but there are a few points that | would like to
raise personally.

Mr. Deputy President, | want to support this Supplementary Appropriation Bill.
Really and truly it's not an easy time for anyone sitting in the Chairs of Government, it is
really not an easy time at this point in time. According to the Minister for Foreign Affairs,
he basically would have stated that approximately 51% or over 51% of Government’s
revenues come through our borders. Mr. Deputy President, now is a time that we are
seeing that we have decrease in tourists’ arrivals. We have decreased economic
activities happening at the Port and Government has limited revenues. In a time that
where our demands are greater, our demands now are much greater than they were
last year and that is because that people are now starting to feel the weight of the
pandemic. We have not returned to the normalcy that we are expecting to, and we
have situations where a lot of people are now out of work, businesses are struggling,
children are home. Mr. Deputy President, it is a very difficult time for our Government.
It is a very difficult time for our citizens. It is a very difficult time for all, Mr. Deputy
President.

So when | hear, Mr. Deputy President, that someone can categorically say that
they do not support this Bill, | sit and | wonder. Because, Mr. Deputy President, this
individual, is an individual saying that they do not support the view of businesses
needing stimulus at this point in time. Is it that our farmers do not need the support? It
is okay to say that there are limitations, and maybe we may very well understand that
there are limitations. But to say that you are categorically do not support, Mr. President,
| think that, really, it's a slap in the face to our citizens and it’s a slap in the face to our
Government that is working extremely hard at this point in time, to ensure that the
needs of our people are met.

Mr. Deputy President, now, as | mentioned is a time that we have to do more for
our people, and | think it's timely and | know it's probably even difficult. But it's time for
us to give out more, in terms of; | am seeing here we have $38m for the Ministry of

Finance, Economic Development, Physical Development, Public Utilities and Energy.
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Mr. Deputy President, it is actually needed, at this point in time. We have to stimulate
the economy. We have to ensure that we protect our small businesses, or prevent them
from going under, because, Mr. Deputy President, it's very difficult for a lot of them at
this point. Let us look at the restaurants; the restaurants, some of them having to do
only Take Away services at this point in time. Some of them can’t really survive on that
business, on that model, and it’s very difficult. So, Mr. Deputy President, we need to
have support system for these sorts of businesses.

When we look at our education, Mr. Deputy President, now is a difficult time
again, for our students, and ‘difficult’ here seems to be a common word I'll be using
through my presentation, because it's for our students. | know what it is, Mr. Deputy
President, to study online and it's not really an easy thing. | mean, maybe if you are
working, it gives you that sort of flexibility, but you lose, really, that classroom
experience, and for students at a certain age it's probably far more difficult, especially if
you do not have that environment, let's say in the home where you can have that quiet
time to study. It makes it even far more difficult. And so, Mr. Deputy President, |
understand that it's difficult for our students. But therefore, as the Government, we
cannot just sit by and give up. We have to ensure that our students, our teachers have
the resources and tools at this point in time, so that they can function and do their duties
effectively, Mr. Deputy President. So | do support they increase in allocation for $5m for
the Ministry of Education.

| heard the talk about the internet and about we have high penetration. | am not
sure how you’re evaluating high, maybe it could be considered based on what you use
and the statistics. But from just a simple Google search, Mr. Deputy President, we have
high mobile connections, high mobile connections. | understand that it's even greater
than the population; it's like 116% of the total population, high mobile connection. But,
internet penetration is about 55% or something so, probably lower or higher. We are
just quoting and just a simple Google search would have just given me that information.
And the reason you have the mobile connection is because most of us have more than
one phone, and so when you do the analysis you will have a high number of individuals

having mobile connection, but penetration would be quite low.
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And, Mr. Deputy President, it is important that if we have a situation that more
students are moving online to do their educational duties, it is important that we have
the resources to ensure that these individuals have access to the internet. It makes no
sense. In fact, | think it was a point raised in the budget that we’re talking about giving
devices and people cannot connect, and are unable to access their classes. The
Government realised that there probably are some limitations there and we’re doing our
best to ensure that our student have access to those sort of resources. It is a difficult
time, as | mentioned, but we have to do what is necessary at this point in time, to
ensure that our students are not left behind. And | heard you mention about the criteria,
maybe that would further be explained in either this Sitting or in a later Sitting.

The Ministry of Health and Social Security, we see an addition of $10m here
being allocated. To somewhat seeing $10m, Mr. Deputy President, some may ask
whether or not it's enough considering the situation that we are in, but understanding
the fact that now is a time that we have to put more resources in the Ministry of Health,
the fact that we have this recent outbreak or community spread and more resources
have to go into that. But, as in the context of this, and as small as it may seem, Mr.
Deputy President, we have to ensure that the resources are used efficiently and
effectively at this point in time. What | believe is important now, with the drive for
vaccination, we have to do more in our education campaign. We’re doing a lot, and
believe me, | believe the Ministry of Health, the Minister is doing a lot in terms of
promoting the vaccination and ensuring that people do what is necessary at this point in
time. (Applause)

But where | am having the difficulty is when individuals have responsibility for
themselves and neglecting that responsibility. | am also having a difficulty, when people
in position of leadership and they’re not adding their voice to the campaign, but they are
the first to criticise. | have a fundamental problem with this, Mr. Deputy President,
because this fight is not a fight only for the Government, it’s a fight for all Grenadians in
this country, Mr. Deputy President. (Applause) It’s a fight that will ensure that we have
our jobs tomorrow. It's a fight that would ensure our brothers, our sisters and ourselves,

we preserve ourselves for today and the future.
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So, Mr. Deputy President, | would love to hear more voices in this campaign. For
someone to stand categorically, not supporting this Bill, but yet I've not heard anything
as it relates to the vaccination. | have not heard anything, as it relates to following the
protocols. Mr. Deputy President, | believe now is the time that when we don’t see this,
this colour thing, we don’t see no Opposition or Government here, it's the time that we
put our heads and hands together and ensure that the works defeat this pandemic.

My brother mentioned about agriculture, which is a common talk every time a
Budget debate. Anytime there is some sort of allocation, you're hearing a lot of talk
about agriculture, agriculture. | believe in agriculture. My father is a farmer. This
helped me through my course and my journey. But, Mr. President, | believe, as well
that we just don’t pick and choose when it is just convenient, like it’s just a nice topic to
talk about. We know we’re going to get support, because, you know, everybody is
talking about agriculture. But, Mr. President, it must be known that this Government has
done more for agriculture than any Government in this country. (Applause) That must
be known. If you look, the stats will tell you that and the stats will tell that we have done
more for agriculture in this country than any other Government.

But, Mr. Deputy President, | want to say something, because sometimes we think
when we’re saying about we are only focusing on tourism, not agriculture, farmers are
feeling the heat now, as well, and the reason why farmers are also feeling the heat now
as well, because, Mr. Deputy President, there are less people and less mouths to feed.
| could remember when the SGU students left; this was a big market for a lot of farmers.
Some farmers they didn’t have to compete with the ordinary local farmers in the market,
because they were just producing and selling directly to SGU, same thing for the hotels.
The fact is, is that agriculture and tourism go hand in hand. (Applause) That's the
reality, and we must realise that there is a blend, because when tourists come here,
they have to eat, and we have to ensure that we produce sustainable agriculture that
they can supply this market, at good prices and ensure that they can keep these
markets, so we don’t have to keep import much food.

And therefore, | want to urge my agriculture friend, Senator, through you, Mr.

Deputy President, that we have to come up with a strategy where we can sustainably
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produce for these hotels. Yes, we're producing, but the problem | am hearing from the
hotels is that they can’t get the produce consistently, and we have to find ways to get
farmers organised, structured, so that this is a readily available market. We have a lot
of hotels, but we have Range Hotel coming in St. David. They’re going to need a lot of
food. We have the Mt. Hartman Development. We have the Levera Development. Mr.
Deputy President, that’s a lot of resources being invested in our country, but they would
need a lot of supply from the local market and we have to prepare ourselves for that
market. We can’t just be coming here and just talk, because it just sound good, and we
are not doing much to help in the process. The Government is putting the resources,
but we need more voices, in helping us meet that natural demand that’s there. And |
think that with more people being more engaging, and more embracing and not just
criticizing for the sake of criticism, not just because it sounds good, or make you sound
good, but the fact that we must have a clear vision, which we have, we have the
National Sustainable Development Plan, but also people must buy in to the vision. The
Opposition must buy in to that vision, unless the Opposition has a different vision for
themselves, which is what | tend to get and they want to go out on their part and
achieve that particular vision.

So, Mr. Deputy President, | believe that this Supplementary Appropriation Bill is
absolutely necessary at this point in time. It's a difficult time, a difficult time for all and
we need all hands on deck. The Government is putting the resources out there. The
Government is ensuring that we protect our people. We have to ensure that we protect
the poor and the vulnerable individuals. Mr. Deputy President, it's not easy.

We have to look at the fact that some people they depend on a day to day
activity to get money to survive. With this current situation with the protocols and the
COVID situation, not much money flowing and some of them are feeling the burden.
We have to help our people and in so doing, Mr. President, | think the Supplementary
Appropriation Bill is helping some way and we need more voices to support this. And
so, Mr. Deputy President, | am one of those voices that support this Bill, and | join with
all the others, as well, on the Government side and support the Bill. Thank you, Mr.

Deputy President. (Applause)
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Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Okay. Members,

| want to make a few comments on the Motion and...

(Inaudible comments by a Member)

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Oh. Okay. No,
well, | didn’t see your light. Sorry Senator. Please proceed. | didn’t see your light at all.

| was looking.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Thank you very much, Mr. Deputy
President. Mr. Deputy President, | rise to give my full support to the second reading of
the Appropriation Bill that is before us. The current state of affairs in Grenada is
delicate. Not only are we faced with a pandemic, but we look at the plethora of
problems as a result of the pandemic.

As it is right now, there’s a low uptake of revenues than what was budgeted, over
$30m less than budgeted. Compounded, Government had to find more than $60m than
what it would have collected in revenue to meet its on-going responsibilities. But | want
to say, Mr. Deputy President, with all of this, Government has not, at any point in time,
was late or did not meet its commitments to the workers of this country. (Applause) So
here we are, a raging pandemic that would have caused the Government to reallocate
funds to respond to the pandemic. So a lot of funds that were budgeted within, let’s say
the Ministry of Health, to deal with other issues had to be redirected, because we have
to question, where are we finding these millions of dollars to respond, to continue to
keep Grenada safe in the midst of this pandemic. But at the same time, a number of
our citizens started to fall through the cracks and life became very difficult, and it’s still
difficult, and as a result and as a caring Government you have to respond.

And quite a lot has been said here this morning, and | just want to take it from
one different angle at this point. | listened when the first presenter on the “Other Side”
in response to the Bill that was presented by the Leader of Government’s Business,

Senator Joseph said we don’'t need a Stimulus Package, we need to stimulate the
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economy, and while this is, well, unfortunate, because it's one and the same. The
Stimulus Package has been designed, basically, to help accelerate economic recovery
in the current COVID-19 period, to accelerate recovery. But, at the same time, it is also
designed to reach the vulnerable within the society who'’ve fallen through the cracks, as
I've said before. So now to say you do not support a Stimulus Package, it is coming
over that you don’t care. And this is really unfortunate, Mr. Deputy President, in a time,
when quite a lot of our marginalised families have lost their job, because quite a number
of them, tourists guides, tourists vendors, small shop owners, small farmers, they aren’t
earning anything. Are you saying it is okay with you, that can receive your pension or
so, it's okay with you, but they should not get something? It is unfortunate.

So, the Stimulus Package, as presented, $36m, it's a loan from the CDB of just
about EC$24.2m and about $12m, well, $11.8m from the Government of Grenada
resources, local funding. And it is designed, as | said, to accelerate the economic
recovery, to provide income support to targeted sectors still impacted by the pandemic
and we’re looking at Tourism and Hospitality, Agriculture and Fisheries, Manufacturing,
Culture, Education, etcetera. It is also designed, because there are what we know as
the SEED Programme that vulnerable families receive a sort of support, monthly, to
take care of, probably you have those who are on Transportation Allowance to get them
to school, you have income support to purchase foodstuff and so forth. But there are
other families in this current environment, who are not on the programme, but are in a
worse off situation than they were prior COVID. So they have fallen through the cracks
and this Stimulus Package is designed to give them a hand up, and to say you don’t
support it, you're saying, basically, leave them alone.

Quite a lot have been said about agriculture and this is designed also to help our
agricultural brothers and sisters in the Farming Sector. Mr. Deputy President, I, for one
felt the pain of having a lot of eggs on your hand, and I've seen it, I've witnessed it, and
because of the pandemic and the Tourism Sector, the hotels were not purchasing the
eggs in the volume that they were prior to the pandemic, there was a glut on the market.
And I've seen eggs just; you would purchase a dozen eggs, and ten of it is spoilt,

because of the same glut.
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So we must find a balance between tourism and agriculture. We do not have a
sufficiently large enough population to consume most of what we are producing in the
Island. And even in an environment where, because of the grading system and because
of the HACCP requirements here, there and everywhere, a lot of our produce is not
exportable. The Senator responsible for Agriculture knows that, so we expect quite a lot
of it to be consumed locally. But how much can we eat?

So when my colleague Senator Judd Cadet would have said a while ago, when
over 5,000 students from SGU were no longer on-Island, small farmers suffered the
consequence of this, big time, and as a result we had a glut on the market again. So
we must, as | said find that balance and it is not helping us, when we come and we use
that big stick to beat on tourism and say, we should give more to agriculture. | agree
there must be a balance between agriculture and tourism. In order for us to really
survive, we must find that balance very quickly, and sooner rather than later.

We need to recognise that the very said farmers, who are contributing in the
sector and maybe are working in the Construction Industry, they’re happy for both,
because they know how much this is helping them to get out of situations that they have
been in for so long a time. So, what we need to find out and | am giving this to my
colleague Senator in Agriculture, to find out from the farmers, the role of tourism in their
sector, and at the same time from those who are within the Agriculture Sector and have
a skill in construction and they’re doing both; ask them. Put a value on each of them
and they’re going to tell you, and | am very sure on that, they would tell you, the
construction give them an instant payday that they will use to help to buy the
implements to grow their crop, and they need both of them, working hand in hand to
help them. And when they grow the crop, they will tell you, we need to ensure that we
have sufficiently enough people to purchase the produce.

And that’'s where we need to have people in the hotels, and they would tell you, if
you suffer one, it's a chain reaction and the three of them will suffer. So, we need, as
Policymakers, or Legislators, when we come in here is to do our necessary research, so
at least, when we make our contribution, we do not look as if we are not fully prepared.

And this is what came over, and | felt really bad, in the sense that not having an
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authority on the information, we try to give a conclusion. You don’t know, just don’t say
anything.

Let us take for example, and | am going to leave the rest for the Leader of
Government’s Business. But let us take this one, for example, the School Feeding
Programme. Not every child in the school is on the School Feeding Programme, that’s
what we fail to realise, and based on the comments that were made here, we didn'’t

understand that. Some students are on the School Feeding Programme ...

Parliamentary Orderly (Sgt Keith Lynch): Mr. President is in the Chair.

Mr. President: Thank you, Senator De Allie.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Yes, Mr. President. So, not every student in
the school participates in the School Feeding Programme. So, during the onslaught of
the COVID and schools were closed, the very students who is on the SEED
Programme, who patrticipate in the School Feeding Programme, their SEED contribution
was not taken away. So, while they were at home, they had the resources to take care
of them. It was to ensure that while they were in school, the School Feeding
Programme will fill that gap. So, that’'s one think | know for certain. But on the other
hand, we had teachers in the school. We had the Fifth Formers, who were in the
classrooms, as well. So, the sanitisation was paramount, and we didn’t know as much
as we know now, with the COVID, but no risks were to be created to have this sort of
spread that we were talking about. So, the sanitisation was absolutely important.

| remember one incident, when schoolchildren went back into the classroom, one
organization decided that they will prepare lunches and go into the school to give out
and they were told, no, and they didn’t understand the reason for it. What was done
was to ensure, Mr. President, that there was minimum contact of people outside of the
school setting coming into the classroom, or into the school compound that would
create contamination. And so, when the Ministry of Education said, if you want to

deliver anything into the schools, you have to seek permission, it was a measure of

59



Senate Meeting
Held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
On Wednesday, 15" September, 2021.
Motions

control to ensure that the environment remained as sterile as possible. So, it is
important for us to, as was said before, ensure that we have our facts, because we are
speaking to the entire world. It is not correct to make inflammatory statements, as far
as | have seen, because people take them and move in directions that create mass
panic.

This is a period, Mr. President, where we should recognise we have an unseen
enemy and this unseen enemy has respect for no one, and as a result we need to
ensure that we do everything to keep him out. Well, that one would have been bolted
already, but it's unfortunate that we are in this situation where we are at.

As | go back to the Supplementary Bill, the Ministry of Health would have given a
total of just about $10.5m to take care of its on-going effort and response to the COVID
pandemic. Mr. President, this is a period where we have called on our frontline staff, we
have called on our dedicated workers, who have been showing this day in and day out
to stand, in a lot of sense, harm’s way, towards ensuring that the rest of the country
remain safe. And sometimes | get the sense that based on the comments that have
been made out there, we don’t appreciate the work that they do, and it is rather
unfortunate.

But in this, since February/March last year, when we had our first experience of
COVID, I have seen a group of men and women giving their all towards helping keep
this country safe, and we should always remember that they have families as well. And
that is the sad part. Sometimes we say all manner of hurtful things at them and not
knowing the sacrifice that they are making, no one is paying them for that, but they do it
out of the abundance of care, out of the abundance of love and compassion. At this
point, we would need to see more coming to give support to what the Ministry is being
called to do.

| heard the CMO said, on Monday, that Grenada has the highest ratio of
physicians to population in the world. And when | heard this, | said: “excellent”. And
one would say, of course, you have SGU, so a lot of Grenadians got the opportunity to
be trained. But it goes beyond that. We need, at this point in time, some more

volunteers to come to give support to the hardworking doctors and nurses, who are

60



Senate Meeting
Held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
On Wednesday, 15" September, 2021.
Motions

constantly on the frontline. We need some of our other professionals, doctors on the
Island from the Private Sector. | am making a passionate plea this morning for just one
hour per day. | am asking the private doctors to do that. Contribute one hour per day to
probably work on the Hotline, just to answer the calls of Grenadians, who are troubled
and concerned, because they may feel, they may have an experience and they don't
know.

The constant cry you hear, daily, from people calling into the Hotline and saying
like nobody is answering, and you have, at this point in time, about 60 persons
supporting the Hotline. But, we have a population of, well, take children out of it, say
110. But, the children wouldn’t be calling, so let's say probably 60,000 would be calling
in to the Hotline, and you just have about 60 volunteers, you will definitely have that lag
time where no one will answer.

So that is my plea this morning to the doctors in the Private Sector to donate just
one hour per day, and you will, as | said respond, probably responding in a triaging,
whatever area. But at this time, where we are at, Mr. President, is a time when we need
all hands on deck to take us through this period. There is no need for us to go back and
say and to blame who and so forth, we need not to do this. We need to look at where
we’re at and what is required to take us beyond this struggling point.

So, we have, as | said, $10.5m to help in the work of the Ministry to the rest of
the year, and of course, vaccine will be high on the agenda towards bringing us to a
state of normalcy. | listened to the concerns raised by people in society, and they don't
want the vaccine. So, okay, fair, that is your right. But, it pains me, Mr. President, that
you have some Care Homes of our Senior Citizens, who are bound to their own spaces,
couldn’t go outside. And, in the comfort of what is supposed to be their final places of
relaxation and enjoyment, there Mr. COVID was presented to them, and needlessly, a
number of them would have died.

| want to make a plea this morning to family members of some of those residents
in the Care Homes, who have said they do not want their family, or relative to receive
the vaccine. You’re making a big mistake, and we have seen it with those who have

died, so far.
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It is important. It is important that we protect lives. It is important that we speak
about it. It is important that we encourage our people to help in the fight to protect lives.
You don’t want to hear it. We have to do more than what we have done in the past
towards saving our people. There is more to be done and people in Public Health and
other areas, you know better than that. Help in the fight to protect lives. And, Mr.
President, we cannot stop the advocacy. We cannot get tired of saying it, that we have
to do more as a Nation and we are calling from the Ministry of Health to give support in
every area towards ensuring that. You might say $10.5m is not enough, but we
understand the pie isn’t big and everybody has to get something. But the call now is for
all hands to be on deck, because our citizens are needlessly dying and those, especially
in our Care Homes, because we come over, as if we don'’t care.

This is a time, when we have to be our brother's keeper. And | can’t help but
saying, every person, who is in a place of leadership, must show leadership at this
point-in-time towards protecting the State. So whatever sphere of leadership you are in,
you have to look at what is before us. The Ministry of Health and the staff that they
have to drive this, and they can go so far and probably no more; we need our people to
come on board and give support, and if you are in whatever little sphere of leadership
and you are not encouraging your people to do what they need to do to protect
themselves and their family, you are doing a disservice to this nation.

Mr. President, | will end by saying, and | want to quote from my fellow Senator
Cox in expanding it. We have gone through challenges before; lvan, Emily, Hurricane
Janet was before my time, and as a country we were battered and suffered. We are
going through this pandemic. The Government is in office, but when we recover, we
don’t recover as a Government, we recover as a country. And | am asking my fellow
Senators on the “Other Side” to join hands with us and make your contribution towards
assisting the recovery of this country. Thank you very much, Mr. President.
(Applause)

Mr. President: Thank you, Senator Garraway. | see Senator Mc Queen. Again,

let me say Senators, | gave an introductory, overarching, positional statement, as to
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today’s Sitting. | was a bit surprised | had some business to attend to and we are still
on the item of the Motion.

Again, | will appeal to Senators, without trying to impose any restrictions, here is
where | expect self-discipline and understanding. Continuing at this rate, because we
have a number of Motions to deal with, we won’t complete this Session today. So, |
have a choice of interpreting the Rules very narrow, and to cut anything | determine, as
being repetitive. This has never been my style as a Presiding Officer. So again, |
appeal to some sort of self-control, if we are going to complete today’s work.

In some jurisdictions, on any matter before Parliament, there is a limitation of
time. | have with every ounce of strength that | have resisted such an amendment to
the Rules, because | believe the essence of Parliament is debate and people must be
allowed to speak freely on any matter once the decorum of the Parliament is maintained
and to speak as long as they wish.

But having set the background to which this day’s Sitting is taking place to be
now at midday, and we have not completed, and then we have to break for lunch, and
we have not completed just the first Motion before us, is indicative really, to my mind, of
the lack of the applicable discipline in the context of what | have set up.

So again, | really want to urge Members of the House, please, let us finish the
day’s proceedings in the timeframe that | have given, in order to afford the staff, which
includes the Police detail who are overworked, who are short by virtue of illness. The
Police Force is hit with a significant degree of illness. These officers are here on their
feet. They have families. Let us discharge them and be reasonable in our comments.
We could make our points very brief and make the same points that you will take a
whole day to make, you can make with a degree of discipline, the same point you can
make in twenty (20) minutes. So again, | repeat and | urge Senators, please. Thank

you. Senator Mc Queen, you have the floor.

Sen. the Hon. Shirley Mc Queen: Thank you, Mr. President. | just want to
make a contribution. | cannot understand that in the middle of a pandemic, you spend
$200m buying GRENLEC.
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Mr. President: We are not hearing.

Sen. the Hon. Shirley Mc Queen: You're not hearing?

Mr. President: You have to speak in the mike.

Sen. the Hon. Shirley Mc Queen: Thank you. Is that better? | cannot
understand in the middle of a pandemic, we had spent $200m on buying GRENLEC,
$15m on Debushing. | don’t know, if | am not getting it right. We had so much time.
We had nearly two years...

(Senator Stiell rose)

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, in keeping with the guidance that
you have just provided, please, let us stick to the Supplementary Appropriation that is
before us and the allocations that are put before us, and let us speak to those. Let us

not widen this discussion in keeping with the guidance you have given, Mr. President.

(Inaudible comments by Mr. President and Members)

Mr. President:. Senator, you have the floor. | am saying we have an
Appropriation Bill before us on expenses, and she is talking about expenses. Let us

see where it goes. Trust me on this one, Senator. Yes, Senator, you have the floor.

Sen. the Hon. Shirley Mc. Queen: We have a time to prepare our quarantine
locations to increase hospital capacity, now we are asking for more money. Was there
a plan? We spent that money in the middle of a pandemic. | will make it very short.

Why spend $215m in the middle of a pandemic and coming back and asking for more?

Mr. President: Senator, is that your contribution to the debate?
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(Inaudible comments by Senator Mc Queen)

Sen. the Hon. Shirley Mc. Queen: | can go on, but | remember what you said

about time.

Mr. President: Remember this is not question time.

Sen. the Hon. Shirley Mc. Queen: Yes, | know, but Senator Garraway was...

Mr. President: | have made an appeal for brevity. | have not made an appeal

for an end to the debate.

Sen. the Hon. Shirley Mc. Queen: | was responding to Senator Garraway,
where he was appealing that we all should be on board, and | totally agree with him.
But we seemed to have done a lot of things that were wrong and it seems to be coming
and asking for more and more and more. Where do we stop? As | said, maybe | am
confused, Senator Garraway. You are asking again for people to come forth and
volunteer. | know so many people that are volunteering, you know. And, Mr. President,
| am getting very, very confused with what is going on. It seems to be all over the place.
That they wanting us to agree on that amount of money, but, Mr. President, we have

spent so much already.

Mr. President: Senator De Allie.

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. President, |
want to make a few comments on the Resolution before us and to say that from where
we sit, as a Private Sector, we don’t have an issue with what is presented, primarily,
because, Mr. President, and | think we are missing this to a large extent, when | was

listening to the debate from my colleagues.
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You know, only 5% of this is for Recurrent, 95% is for Capital, and we seem to be
missing that. This extra ask is not for Recurrent, primarily, it is for Capital, and when |
listen to my colleague Senators raised a number of issues as to how more efficiency, a
lot of it is speaking to the Recurrent side. It is not speaking to the Capital side. This is
Government coming to Parliament saying that they will like to invest more money to do
Capital works in the various Votes that have been listed. So, the only place that have
been asked for Recurrent is a million dollars approximately for Police and some money
for Ministry of Finance, $2m on the Recurrent side. So, | thought we were missing that,
because from where | sit what Capital means is that if Government investing in assets
and acquiring of assets, or whatever they are doing on the Capital side, then that could
probably help in a lot of other aspects of the economy based on what it is.

My critique on this is, of course, the detail doesn’t not come forward to us enough
so that we could interrogate it. So, the Leader of Government’s Business would have
presented some of the details this morning in his presentation, but for us on this “Other
Side” we don’t have it in a written form (Applause) so that we could interrogate it a little
more and question where exactly the Capital monies are going and the purpose and
how we see it benefitting the country in general and as a whole.

But, from on the surface, you cannot blame the Government for asking for 95%
more monies to be spent in capital, especially in this environment and what is
happening in this environment. (Applause) There must be investment in certain
aspects of the economy and in certain aspects of Government that will help to build
what we are doing now and to reinforce and to give most importantly, our people the
hope that at least something is happening in terms of economic activity, because these
Capital spends may mean that we may employ more people, we may have more things
done.

And | want to quickly, Mr. President, say it is too long we’re in this Upper House
and in these Parliaments, where we try to put one against the other. This is not about
agriculture versus construction, versus Private Sector. | am sorry. This is an economy
with various sectors that perform at varying rates. (Applause) Tourism accounts for

62% of our GDP. So, Tourism must be given some level of importance over some of
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the other sectors. Construction, my colleague Senator brings in short term revenues for
the country and employment quickly. That is a formula that has been tested and proven
throughout all history and economics. So, every Government will look to put things in
place to get construction to become as buoyant as quickly as possible, because, Mr.
President, it creates employment, it puts cash in people’s hands, and it causes an
economic flow of money and spending. All of our budgetary people know that, that is
how it is. It is not that construction is more important that agriculture. It is not that
tourism is more important that agriculture. This is not what the economics and the
sector approaches are about. This is about how we could stimulate sectors of our
economy to get our people back to work. So, take, for example, tourism. My Senatorial
Colleague in Agriculture said this morning, listen, great improvements in 2020 for the
first half of the year. Exports are up, nutmeg production is up; cocoa production is up,
great. Fishing, | think you said fishing was up, as well. (Inaudible comments)
Everything is up. Why? Because compared to 2020, everything was locked down in
that first half of the year from March. There were no flights in and out. We couldn’t
send anything out from March till about June, July and August. So obviously things are
up now, all of us are seeing it, because we have opened back up. But, we opened back
up, our people didn’t listen, we have an emergency situation on our hands. There are
consequences for everything we do, because when we locked down in March last year,
the priority was lives. But, we couldn’t stay there for long, or forever, we had to open
back up and bring livelihoods.

SGU accounts for 25% plus of our GDP. Could we say we are not letting back in
the students to get the Accommodation Sector going, to get supermarkets going, to get
rentals going, to get a number of indirect areas in the economy going? No. We had to
ease that and come back. SGU, 3,500 students, | am told are back, when the
expectation was about 1,500 to 2,000? It shows, Mr. President, that when we’re making
these adjustments, it is not about putting one against the other. It is about trying to see
how we can get our society to come back to as normal as possible. But that requires

responsibility on our side, with our people and how they approach what they do.
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Agriculture, Mr. President, has always been a sector of ours that we must
prioritise, even if it's just for food security alone; that is critical. And we know we have
had issues in agriculture. We have production planning issues. | heard my colleague
Senator state about increase in price, but that equation is not only about price; that
equation is also about volume, as well. | could keep the price at $1.00 and produce 500
pounds and only get $500.00. | could still keep it at ($1.00) and produce 1,000 pounds,
and | am getting $1,000.00, 100% increase, because production increase. So, it is not
only about the price side of the equation, it is both sides of the equation, and | think in
that article that my colleague Senator referred to about wet cocoa going up 25%, | think
the price was $4.00 a pound.

| heard my other colleague Senator saying why we don’t increase it by 50¢, from
$1.00. It is up to $4.00. So, | suspect this is why the participation in agriculture, in
cocoa and in nutmeg has increased, because people are now seeing that there is a real
benefit to continuing along the lines of the traditional crops; cocoa and nutmeg. And we
are doing so much of value add in cocoa, | could understand why the wet purchases
have increased where it is and the farmers are doing well. That doesn’t say we don'’t
have problems in agriculture. We have many problems. We have production problems.
We have the issue of praedial larceny, short crop production and consistency with that
and how we do, especially for the hotels. Now that we have 3,000 plus mouths to feed
through SGU, Mr. President, tell me, our farmers with short crop production would be
happy and smiling, because they have more mouths to feed and that is what tourism
does. Bring more people in the country to feed and spend. It is a volume issue. It is
nothing more than that. And | keep saying these things, because this is not about
playing one against the other.

Mr. President, so when we talk about the issue of this Resolution and what is
being proposed by Government, we have to look at it holistically, and whether or not this
is going to help us to get to a better place in the situation that we are in now.
Government is endeavouring to take certain loans, do certain Stimulus Packages, Soft
Loan measures. | think on our side, when it comes to oversight is that we ensure that

when these loans come for approval, the monies are directed appropriately and the
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benefits accrued to our people. And that is what we put Government there for, go out,
get the best terms, choose the areas or sectors that they want to stimulate and get
going and go for it. We are here to make sure the oversight is in place and is done
properly, and as | said originally my critique on this is that we weren’t given enough

detail to interrogate it a little more. Thank you, Mr. President. (Applause)

Mr. President: Thank you, Senator De Allie. | am assuming other people would

have spoken before?

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Yes.

Mr. President: Oh. Okay. Alright. So, you are wrapping up the debate?

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: | am wrapping up.

Mr. President: Okay. Alright. Senator Simon Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Okay. Mr. President, while | wish to thank
everyone for their contributions, there are things that | do need to address, starting with
Senator Joseph. He opened the batting. My colleague Senator Cox and Garraway kept
referring in their contributions to leave elements to me to deal with. | am not sure what
wisdom | can bring to bear on this contribution.

Mr. President, | don’t know where to start with Senator Joseph’s contributions.
Senator Joseph is new to this, so | am trying to give some latitude. But | urge more
thought go into the Member’s contributions, as we move forward. You can’t come here
and read back to us a report on the Agriculture Sector that Government prepared, that
outlines the potential of the sector, the challenges, a way forward and then present that
back to us as if we don’t understand, we don’t care and we don’t know what we are
doing. That was a Government report that is outlining the way forward for the

Agriculture Sector. So, do not misrepresent information that is available to you. Use it
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in the correct context. You can’'t come here, Mr. President, and say, and | am quoting
this. We could not believe what we heard: “The country does not need a Stimulus
Package. What is needed is to stimulate the economy.” Where do | start with that, Mr.
President? | will say again, “the country doesn’t need a Stimulus Package,” so what we
have put forward is rubbish. “What the country needs is the economy being stimulated;”
that is precisely what is put before us. If Members focus on what is before them,
outlining the way forward, with additional resources, these are additional resources
speaking specifically on the Capital side on top of the $305m that was approved in this
House, at the end of last year that is focused on moving the country forward, creating
economic activity, creating jobs in extraordinarily difficult times.

The Budget that was presented for this year is the largest Capital spent ever in
this country. And what we are bringing before Members today, right in front of us, is an
additional $55m more. We are not asking. It is not that we don’'t know where these
resources are from, or we're cutting, Mr. President, these are additional resources,
either grant resources, free money, that we have been able to access to supplement
initiatives to drive the economy and keep our people safe in these difficult times,
additional monies. Or it's loans, or other sources of income that we have secured that
are now available through international institutions and we need to bring those into the
Treasury, so that we could do more, either supporting existing activities, or doing more
things. So, | sit here and it’s confusion on “This Side”, just words being thrown out.

Mr. President, you can’t come here and criticise the Government. Your opening
statement, it's clear from what is before us, that the focus of the offices within the
Ministries, it is focusing on managing the economy, managing the country’s finances,
but we can’t answer your questions. Notwithstanding the importance of the questions
that are put before us, really, where should the priority of Government be at this
moment, at this moment of crisis?

And if the Member is saying he is applauding the Ministry of Finance and the
Government, as a whole for managing finances well in this difficult period, well, | take
that as a compliment. And if that is at the expense of your questions, we have our

priorities right, Mr. President. We need to focus on navigating a way through this very,
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very difficult period and this is not about pettiness. Senator De Allie said the entire
debate on that side is under 5%, the Recurrent, not the 95% that is on the Capital side
that is driving the economy, getting us through this difficult period and creating
opportunities, especially for our young people and the most vulnerable. No mention of
that. Where is your analysis? Do better than that. The Nation deserves better than
that, this is not about grand standing at this time.

And the call from Senator Garraway that we must work together, we must work
together and focus on what is important and that is what “This Side” is doing. Mr.
President, you can’t come here, through you, and call for subsiding cocoa and nutmeg,
and that is going to transform the Agriculture Sector, when that is precisely what this
Government has done. $1m has been provided to the Cocoa and Nutmeg Association
for price support this year. So exactly what he is saying we should be doing and
lambasting us, as if we don’t know what we are doing, is precisely what we are doing.
And on top of that, an additional $2m to the Cocoa and Nutmeg Associations in the form
of a soft loan, again, to support the sector, not the administrative side, but in terms of
driving the sector forward. And while Government is continuing to press the importance
of the merger between the two (2) Associations, how to modernise the sector, how to
become more competitive, how to grow and as Senator Cox said, addressing some of
the systemic issues that exist and getting to the heart of this, because the long term
answer is not about subsidising the sector. We have been doing that for generation
after generation. There are more fundamental things that needs to be done; so don'’t
come here and say we are not doing, when that is precisely what we are doing, Mr.
President.

And, Mr, President, the final piece for Senator Joseph. | am picking on you. You
can’t come here and say there is no evidence in what has been presented to you that
provides you with the evidence to support this. There are thousands of vulnerable
persons that will be provided with support in this supplementary, thousands of
vulnerable households and families, the vendors, the fishers, the farmers,
schoolchildren, teachers, the youth, our young businesspersons, the Police, the

unemployed, keeping the Airport afloat, investment in our Water Sector, keeping the
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nation safe in this challenging time and you say there is no evidence in what is
presented to you. Through you, Mr. President, the gentleman, my Senator colleague
here needs to open his eyes, or at least read the documents and understand what is
being put before him.

(Senator Mc Queen rose)

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Well, I will start with Senator Mc Queen. | am not

giving way, Mr. President.

(Inaudible comment by Senator Mc Queen)

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Senator Mc Queen, | thought | did not know where
to start with Senator Joseph. | really don’t know where to start with Senator Mc Queen,
very, very confusing.

(Senator Joseph rose)

Mr. President: Senator Joseph. One second, Senator Stiell. Yes, Senator

Joseph.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Mr. President, there is just one issue | will like

to clarify please, if given the permission, just to clarify it. | think it is vitally important.

Mr. President: So, you want to stand on a Point of Clarification?

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: On a Point of Clarity.

Mr. President: Senator, he wants to stand on a Point of Clarification. Under the

Rules, he has to indicate whether or not he would give way. If you stand on a Point of
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Order that’s a completely different matter, then he has to take his seat, and then you

have to point out the Order to me.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Mr. President, | am fairly young to the

House...

Mr. President: But, if you're seeking clarification, | must get from him, whether

or not he is going to give way.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: | understand. But, there are erroneous

statements being made. | want to clarify them.

Mr. President: Hello, hello.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: There is an erroneous statement that was
made and | just wanted to clarify it, so if | don’t have your permission to do it, then I’ll

take my seat, but it is erroneous. And, we have a responsibility to clear...

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: So, Mr. President, Senator Mc Queen. The Share
buyback of GRENLEC, there is a Court Order. Government had no choice. The Court
ruled, so it is complying with that Court Order. You spoke about, we do not understand
and you cannot understand why we are asking for more. We are not coming here to
this House to ask for more. We are bringing more, and what we are asking Members to
do is to approve the bringing in of those resources for the programmes outlined, so this

isn’t making demands, this is bringing resources.
Mr. President: Senator Stiell, let me just interrupt you a minute. Please hold

your thought. Senator Joseph, let me point you to Standing Order 35, you have your

Order Book, and there are two (2) occasions when a Senator, who has the floor can be
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interrupted. You found it, Standing Order No. 35?7 So, let me just read it to you. “No
Senator shall interrupt another Senator except...” and there are two exceptions:

a). “By rising to a Point of Order, when the Senator speaking shall resume
his seat and the Senator interrupting shall simply direct attention to the
point which he desires to bring to notice and submit it to the President
or Chairman for his decision, or...” meaning the second occasion on
which a Senator who has the floor can be interrupted; “or

b). To elucidate some matter raised by that Senator in the course of his

speech...,” which is what you are attempting to do. But here is the
Proviso...“provided that the Senator speaking is willing to give way and
resume his seat and the Senator wishing to interrupt is called by the
Chair.”

So, as | said to you, | am limited. | have to seek his consent, as to whether or not
he is prepared to give way, and if he is prepared to give way, then | will call on you to
stand. But | can’t, on my own volition, if you are seeking to stand on a Point of
Clarification interrupt the privilege enjoyed by the Senator who is on the floor. So | just
want us to understand how the Rules are, and | didn’t write those Rules, | met them
there, yeah.

Well, the Session of the Senate still has life in it. We haven'’t finished yet and
there may be occasions when you could rise and when you rise you may wish to
exercise your discretion in this matter. But if the Senator declines to give way on a
Point of Clarification, | can’t compel him. So | just thought | should make this clear, so

we are all on the same page.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Okay. So, I will continue. This is a time for serious
minds, Mr. President. This is a time for serious minds. Senator St. Clair, just for
clarification, so the School Feeding piece, what is within the Supplemental, for
clarification is because of the school closures, those savings, because of Food Supplies

that Line ltem wasn’t expended, because school was out. Salaries still had to be paid to
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the Cooks and the support staff, so there were still expenses there. We are meeting our
obligations even though those workers were sent home, we continued to pay them.

So, those resources that have been budgeted for the Food Supplies were
diverted to COVID Response, that’s a sensible thing to do. Now as we have restarted
this, the Food School Feeding Programme needs to be replaced. We still don’t know
what is going to happen, in terms of school reopening, because of the current state of
the pandemic. But, what we thought we would do is prudent to put funds back in for the
resumption of schools, that’s all that has happened there, so no big mystery.

The comment about internet for the vulnerable households, Senator Cadet pulled
up some statistics, 55% of households, not mobile devices, but households still don'’t
have internet, and the support that is within this package is specifically for 1,500
vulnerable homes that do not have access to internet. Within those homes, there are
schoolchildren who need to be accessing services online who do not have internet
support. So this is about ensuring that even the vulnerable aren’t left behind, it's
valuable, 1,500 households, Mr. President, and it is important to clarify that. And the
criteria for vulnerability, that is all outlined in the SEED Programme. We know where
our vulnerable are and that number is growing at this time. So they need an extra hand
and support at this time.

Praedial Larceny, | was hoping you would have say a little more on that and the
additional support. | am a little disappointed, through you, Mr. President, that you
weren’t as forthcoming with the outcome of this. And yes, Mr. President, there are other
priorities in every area. But, | just want to make the point, Mr. President, we have
listened and we have responded, always more that can be done.

And, the comment made by my friend on the “Other Side”, Senator Joseph,
please don't take this personally, that he can’t even buy a vehicle, $100,000.00 for
praedial larceny on top of what is already there. More can be done always, but with the
difficult resources, we are doing the best we can.

And then this piece about this on-going debate about agriculture, | am tired of
that conversation. We been having that as long, as | can remember and it's been going

on for generations. The conversation needs to mature. It's not one against the other.
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It's both. And then construction and the Private Sector, it is all interlinked. The
conversation needs to move on to how to maximise those linkages between the sectors,
so there is more for all. (Applause) Increase the size of the pie, it is not a squabble.
The conversation has to mature and we have the minds to do that. So | hope, as we
move forward, Senator St. Clair, we would have the conversation about the linkages
and exploring linkages. That’s where we are weak, that is where we don’t have appetite
for the debate, but happy to stay with the old rhetoric, and that is not getting us
nowhere. We have to move beyond that and we are capable of that.

Then, finally, Mr. President, Senator De Allie, always an objective voice, outlined
again, we focused on the 5%, when we should be focusing on the 10%. And within that
5% that recurrent is $1m for the Police, increments. It's not that it was a surprise to
anybody. These are outstanding payments and a history of our Public Service. There
are lots of outstanding things, cans we kicked down the road and a decision was made
to make resources available to, at least, address some of those.

But, the other $2m is just a buffer. It’s just in case there are demands on the
recurrent side, and there will be. These are difficult times, but we are trying. The point
that is being made is that we are keeping that as small and as tight, just focusing on the
absolute priority areas, to keep that tight, so that we can allow for extra resources to be
placed on the capital side, which is what is going to benefit the country.

And then finally, and | will close on this. Senator De Allie mentioned a very
important point, it's about oversight, how these monies are spent and ensuring that they
are targeted to where they needs to be. And that is why an Oversight Committee has
been established to oversee the disbursement of the funds through this Stimulus
Package to ensure that those who we intend that support to be funnelled to are the
ones who receive it, and there is full accountability associated with it, so that is being
addressed.

So, Mr. President, to wrap up, these are additional resources, as | said that are
being brought into the system on top of what is already done. Those who are trying to
present this as some negative thing, it is a positive thing. But it also highlights the

immense challenges that we face at this time and the need for us to work together. We
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are playing our part, but this is not about Government alone. And it is for those
reasons, Mr. President, | commend this Motion to this House. (Applause)

Question put and agreed to.

Motion approved.

Ag. Clerk Assistant: Item 15 - Bills.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | beg to introduce for first reading a
Bill for an Act shortly entitled, Supplementary Appropriation Bill, 2021.

Clerk: A Bill to appropriate an additional sum of fifty-four million, nine hundred
and ten thousand, one hundred and forty-six dollars ($54,910,146.00) to the service of
the State of Grenada for the fiscal year, 1% January to 31%' December, 2021, shortly
entitled, Supplementary Appropriation Bill, 2021.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | beg to move that the relevant
Standing Order of the House to be suspended to enable the Bill to be taken through all

its stages at this Sitting.

Question put and agreed to.

Relevant Standing Order suspended.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | beg to move the second reading of
the Bill. Mr. President, the Bill before us, the Supplementary Appropriation Bill, 2021,

effectively enacts the Motion that we have just debated at length. Contained at the back
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of the Bill is a Schedule, which outlines the key Votes, again, all covered within the
presentation and the debate, covered under the Motion.

| wish to state, sorry, that, again, because this is a Money Bill that | have the
Speaker's Seal, which enables me to proceed on this Bill. So, there is no big
presentation now. We've had that discussion. This enacts what has been discussed
and it’s for those reasons that | commend the Bill before us for its second reading.

Question proposed.

Mr. President: Senator Joseph, and for those Senators who are new here, this
is your opportunity now, because you can speak. There is a Bill before you, and you
can use the opportunity to issue whatever clarity you wanted to issue earlier, provided
that the matters that you are going to raise are relevant in the confines of what we are
now discussing.

So, | mean, you couldn't take off and start discussing the eruption of Kick 'em
Jenny, that is not on the Bill. So, you now have an opportunity to, among other things,
you can use this opportunity now to clarify what you wanted to clarify. But as | said, the
breadth of it is narrow. It's not an open fishing expedition. So, the floor is now yours.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Excuse me. Mr. President, very interesting,
very interesting this morning and this afternoon. | love the demeanour of Senator Stiell.
He seems to be a man of steel today, hard and cutting on both on both sides.
(Laughter)

But, Mr. President, | just want to clarify a couple points. You see, Mr. President,
many times we hear Senators on “This Side” say, do your research, ensure that the
information is accurate. But, Mr. President, | wonder, | wonder.

Mr. President, you were absent at the time and Senator Cox was referring to the
GCA, the Cocoa Association and the Nutmeg Association. And he said, that over the
years the Government has been handing monies, or giving monies, or loaning monies

to the Cocoa and the Nutmeg Association.
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Mr. President, this is not true with regard to the GCNA. | am saying to Senator
Cox, he can go out there, get the information and present it to this House. When last
the Government of Grenada gave the GCNA $1.00? When last did they give them

$1.00, in relation to them asking for monies?

(Inaudible Comments by Members)

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Mr. President, | am being disrupted.

(Inaudible comments by Mr. President)

Mr. President: But, it is not an open fishing expedition. You have a Bill before
you, the Bill has Votes, it has allocation of funds, it has money for recurrent and it has
money for capital. So, the Bill before us is the confines of the debate. If you are
mentioning this matter, en passant, that's okay, | mean, the Senate is not a
straightjacketed place. But, if it's going to be, the sum total, or the main thrust of your
debate, then you must admit to me that it is outside the ambit of the matter, which is
before you. And according to the Rules, the Rules allow you to be relevant. The Rules
imposes a requirement on you to be relevant, and it imposes a responsibility on me to
maintain the relevance of the debate to the issues at hand. Right now, if you want to
make this a substantial issue, then you come by way of a Motion, and you present your
evidential basis and so on.

So, | just thought | would say this, because where this is headed, as | say to you
before, | will read to you shortly, the Relevancy Rule, so that you don’t believe that | am
unfairly interjecting. But | did indicate to you before that what we have before us is a Bill
giving effect to the Motion, which was passed. And, as | said, the debate will have to
confine itself with that business. | mean, not with scientific strictness, right, because
you know, this is a verbal contest, as you would want to say and, you know, the Chair
must allow some latitude, as Parliament will be very straitjacketed and so on. So, just

bear that in mind, and so you still have the floor.
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Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Yes. So, Mr. President, can | just defer and
pick it up later in the Adjournment? Would that be appropriate, Mr. President?

Mr. President: Well, you could raise any urgent matter on the Adjournment.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Okay. So, this is what | would like to do, Mr.

President. Drop the matter now and pick it up later on, on the Adjournment.

Mr. President: Oh. So, you have nothing further to say on the actual Bill before

you?

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: | am finished with the actual Bill now, Mr.
President.

Mr. President: Ah?

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: | said | am complete, as far as | am concerned.

Mr. President: On the actual Bill?

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Yes.

Mr. President: Okay, because | am not stopping you on a Bill. | am just

saying...

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Yeah, | understand. | understand. It is just

two issues | have.

Mr. President: Yes. Okay. Please. | mean, | don’t want to be restrictive. But,

you know, | have duties and responsibilities, and so are you.
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Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Yes. But, | think it is proper for me to pick it

up later on.

Mr. President. Okay. When we close on the Adjournment, you know, you could

say how beautiful the flowers are. Yes.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Okay. Thank you very much, Mr. President.

Mr. President: Okay. Thank you.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell:  So, in closing, Senator Joseph should speak to
Senator St. Clair, because he can answer (laughter) your question, as to when last
Government, when Government gave this year, the $1m grant to GCA and GCNA. But,

I'll leave that there. Mr. President, | beg to move the second reading of this Bill.

Mr. President: Honourable Members, | mean, | said given the fact that a lot of

the debate took place in the Motion, so we should move forward.

Question put and agreed to.

Bill read a second time.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | beg to move the third reading of
the Bill.

Mr. President: Honourable Members, understand for the new Members,
because this is a Money BIll, it does not have to go into a Committee Stage of the

Senate. So, we can move straight to the third of the Bill.
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Question put and agreed to.
Bill read a third time and passed.

(Clerk converse with the President)

Mr. President: Well just let me say, Senator Lewis is not here, so the Motion

number 1 is stood down until he is here. Motion number 2.

(Clerk converse with the President)

Mr. President: Yes, the Motion number 2 is also stood down, because of the
absence of Senator Lewis and Motion number 3. Lunch is here? All right. Senator St.
Clair...

(Clerk converse with the President)

Mr. President: Okay. Honourable Members, rather than start this debate, lunch
is here. And it's in boxes. It’s not in a condition that it can be kept warm by a heater.
So, | want to suggest that we take forty-five (45) minutes for lunch, so that we will be

back here at; well, could we be back here at twenty to two?

(Senator Stiell rose)

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Sorry, Mr. President. If we are seeking to finish by
2:30, we still have a number of Motions. If | could petition Members if we could shorten

lunch, it’s just a lunchbox, if we can be a little more efficient.

Mr. President: Okay, well, then, could we could we do this in twenty (20)
minutes? Is twenty (20) minutes sufficient for a lunch break, or 1:30 sufficient for lunch

break? Okay. So, could we take the adjournment and be back at 1:30, Honourable
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Members? Okay. Honourable Members, this House now stands adjourned, and we will
be back at 1:30.

(Sound of Gavel)

Senate adjourn for Lunch at 1:00 p.m.

Senate resumes at 1:30 p.m.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie):: Right, Members.

(The Clerk inquired of the Deputy President whether his mic was on)

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Yes, | have it on.
We're at, let me just bring up my, Resolutions, right?

(The Clerk advised the Deputy President that Motion number 3 was the next
item to be debated)

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Yeah, just trying

to get it on here.

(Senator Mc Queen rose)

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Senator Mc

Queen.
Sen. the Hon. Rolanda Mc Queen: Yes, Mr. President. | am very sorry that we

cannot continue in the Senate today. How Senator Stiell spoke to Senator Joseph is of

great concern to us.
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Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): | am not hearing
you, Senator. Go closer to the mic.

Sen. the Hon. Rolanda Mc Queen: Is this better? How Senator Stiell spoke to
Senator Joseph is of great concern to us. It is bullying. We are here to have a healthy
debate, to agree and to disagree. We would like to withdraw our Motion and can we

please ask the House to excuse us. Thank you.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie):: That is yourself,
Senator St. Cyr and Senator Joseph?

Sen. the Hon. Shirley Mc Queen: Yes.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): The three of you

are withdrawing.

Sen. the Hon. Shirley Mc Queen: Yes, yes, Mr. Deputy President.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Okay. Noted.

Clerk, see if you can get back my documents here for me with the Order Paper.

(Senator Mc Queen asked for the Senators to be excused.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Yes, please.

(Senators Mc Queen, St. Cyr and Joseph exited the Chamber)

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Thank you
Senators. All right, Senator St. Clair based on...
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(The Clerk advised that the Senate did not have a quorum)

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): It doesn’t have a

quorum?

(Inaudible comments by the Clerk)

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: We need Judd and Cathisha. Garraway is
supposed to be here. (Inaudible comments) Okay. So, we officially adjourn until the

Senators reach to make a quorum.

(Senate adjourned for five minutes)

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Alright. Senator

Roderick St. Clair, the floor is now yours for your Motion.

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Yes, Mr. Deputy President. Bearing in mind
the current situation, | will only present to this House, the Motion on the Farm Machinery
issue, which is Motion number four, well four on the paper, on the Order Paper, and the
other one | will address at another time. | think it makes sense that way. So, the Motion
before us says, it's: On the need for an efficient Government farm machinery service to
farmers on Mainland Grenada, Grenada, not Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Martinique,
to Grenada and it reads:

WHEREAS Government operated and provided farm machinery services for
Mirabeau for over three (3) decades to farmers;

AND WHEREAS land preparation is a vital step in the land preparation for the
production of crops;

AND WHEREAS Government has closed the farm machinery operations on the
Mainland, Grenada, since December 2018, with the intention of supporting a

Public/Private/Partnership to include a new incentive structure and subsidy framework;
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AND WHEREAS farmers have been expressing their continued hardship from
the lack of the service, since its closure, and are appealing to Government to reinstate
the farm machinery services on Mainland, Grenada;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Senate supports this Motion for
Government to act swiftly to reduce farmers’ hardship in land preparation, by re-
establishing a well-run and operated farm machinery service for farmers in the State of
Grenada to improve our food security and agriculture production.

So, this is the Motion.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Before | ask for a
seconder, | just want to state that we are planning to finish no later than 3:00 o'clock.
So, we will try and keep our debate on these Motions as precise and as narrow as
possible. But, seeing that we have Members of the ‘Opposition Side’ removing
themselves, it means that we are only going to have a debate on just your Motion,
Senator St. Clair. So, do you have a seconder? | will second your Motion, Senator St.

Clair.

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Alright. Thank you, Mr. Deputy President.
Mr. Deputy President and colleagues, and | would keep it short and to the point. As the
Motion and the preamble present itself, land preparation is a key issue for farmers. It's
one of the basics and the farmers, in the absence of such soil waste, they will have to
go to what is referred to as the old time way, which we really don’t want, of the fork and
the spade and the hoe and so on that we say is archaic, so that is one aspect.

This service was in existence for many years and provided service throughout
Grenada for farmers from the North to the South to the East and to the West. Itis my
understanding that this service was stopped; the farmers had no access to the service.
So, | inquired through some questions in the previous hearings, as to what really is the
issue, because | don’t want to assume, as my fellow colleague said, do the research.
So | did the research and the research came back with some answers as to why the

whole operation was shut down. It had to do with machineries were never replaced
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through the years, spare parts problem, lack of coordinating the services, so farmers
may call and they cannot get the service. There were some management issues, which
any organisation would exist from time to time. But the fact that they were clearly
identified, it means that there is opportunity to solve those problems.

In addition to that, the direction that the Government proposed in their responses
was to form a Public/Private sort of relationship with private persons. Whilst there was
some semblance of that, what we still discovered is that some of the private individuals
still have challenges, sometimes even having to borrow some of the implements that
may have to be hooked on to those tractors that are not working, so they will lend you,
because yours has a problem. So, it became like a scavenger situation.

So, in essence, this relationship of this private arrangement with Government
also seems to have its own challenges. In fact, the cost of the service is almost twice.
Now, you may say well, Government must make profit or they must do it profitably or
sustainably, etcetera, etcetera. But at the same time, an important sector, as say
Agriculture, and we know that every person might not be able to buy a tractor. A tractor
is $200,000.00, $150,000.00, plus you have to have special skills to manage and drive
and operate those tractors. And, as such we have those capacities at Mirabeau. In
fact, some of them are deployed to different places, literally doing nothing related to
even a tractor. So, we have real human resource sitting there, idly by.

Now, whilst that is going on, Mr. Deputy President, | see on the “Other Side” and
the ‘Other Side’ meaning our Sister isle, Carriacou and Petite Martinique has a thriving
service. In fact, only a few months ago Petite Martinique had a whole tractor for itself
and | was asked to even comment on that and | was so happy and | said, well, | am
worried that if systems were put in place properly, what is happening in Grenada may
happen in Petite Martiniqgue, because no servicing, no spear parts and so training and
so on. So, | say this to say that if Carriacou and Petite Martinique can do, then what is it
in Grenada that we have not done, and what can we go to Carriacou and Petite
Martinigue and learn about, such that we can really restart these operations. Even if it
means having one good tractor and there are different names, | am not a specialist in

that, that could provide some service versus no service, so then the land preparation
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becomes a problem, labour becomes a bigger issue and so all we are asking with this
Motion is for the Government to get this service start back. We may not be able to buy
ten tractors, but we might be able to buy one, and then you grow and then you also
provide training opportunities for other young persons, because most of the staff up
there whilst they are there, most of them are close to retirement. So, we could end up
in a situation where even if we want to start back, we end up nowhere.

Now, there might be reviews that are taking place, there might be reviews that
have taken place before, but at the end of the day whilst that is happening, they say
whilst the grass is growing, the horse or the cow is starving. So, we don’t want to be
starved, as citizens, we want food security. We want good land preparation, which
could also improve on efficiencies and reduce costs. So, this is all | am asking on
behalf of our farmers, particularly those involved in those sectors of where we have to

do some sort digging and cultivation.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Thank you, Mr. Deputy President. Mr. Deputy
President, the case put forward by the Member on the “Other Side”, all that he went
through is factual, there is a history associated with this. There have been two attempts
based on two different operational models to try and provide this vital service to farmers
and the preparations of lands in mechanised, in an efficient form, especially when there
is a specific time when lands need to be prepared. So, the efficiency of this service is
critical and there are a number of facets to efficiency. There has to be time efficiency.
There has to be cost efficiency and there has to be the efficiency of the actual work that
is carried out.

Prior to 2018, the service is operated by Government, and it was highly
inefficient. It was not serving he needs of farmers. It wasn'’t financially efficient. It was
a black hole. Monies were being pumped in and we weren’t actually seeing what those
returns were. Farmers were dissatisfied. The Ministry of Agriculture was dissatisfied.

Everyone was dissatisfied. So, it was decided that, that public operation would cease
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and an alternative model be worked through, and it was thought that this construct
between the Public Sector can provide a new framework, working with private operators
and contractors, providing them with an environment where they can bring in the
machinery where concessions could be provided, the machinery, as Senator St. Clair
stated, it is extremely expensive. The economics of this, the whole operation of this is
very, very thin. High capital cost for the equipment, the farm size is often, in relative
terms to provide efficiencies are small. The need to be very coordinated on the logistic
side, moving from one area to the other with machinery whether it is from the North of
the country to the South of the country, East to West, the logistics are complex, the
costs are complex. And what was put in place to try and make this a valuable service to
farmers, and to make it viable for the operators did not work either, and that's where we
are.

So, in the recital that is put before us, | am in agreement with all except the final
recital. And the difference, the sentiment is understood, but the wording and the
wording is important. The Senator was dismissive of reviews. We need to do a
thorough review. We can’t just re-establish something. There has been too many
missed steps, and we cannot afford to repeat those, and we can’t afford to go into this
without due consideration, coming up with a third model unless a thorough review takes
place, and all of the analyses take place and there is thorough consultation. This
cannot be developed in a vacuum. It cannot be developed on paper inside the Ministry.
There has to be full consultation with the operators, with the farmers, with the Ministry of
Agriculture and the Ministry of Finance. There are Finance implications to this,
especially at this time where Budgets are tight, notwithstanding the need for us to
improve our agricultural production and the importance of food security. But, it also has
to make financial sense. Those four parties must come together and the Ministry of
Agriculture is doing just that. The Ministry of Agriculture is undertaking a review,
understanding the lessons to be learnt from the past and working on a construct, as to

how to move forward without making the same mistakes from the past.
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So, what | propose is an amendment to that final recital, and if | could hand out
copies. Actually, it will just be to the “Other Side” and to the President. So, the recital
proposed by the mover of this Motion is:

‘“NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Senate supports this Motion for
Government to act swiftly....” Yes, we need to move quickly, “to reduce farmers’

hardships in land preparation by re-establishing...;” we don’t want to re-establish
anything. We need to come up with something that is a new construct, “a well-run”, yes,
but we need to define what well run actually means, “an operating farmer machinery
service for farmers in the State of Grenada to improve food security and agricultural
production.”

So, the proposed amendment before us, Mr. Deputy President, is:

“NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Senate calls upon the Ministry
of Agriculture to expedite...” so that is the swiftness to speed up, “its current review”,
because that review is taking place, and | am sure that it is a thorough review, in terms
of understanding the past, the present and how to move forward. And, | said the critical
part of the review is ensuring that you have the Ministry of Agriculture, you have
Finance, you have the private operators and you have the farmers in this discussion, a
Farmers’ Representative could join that discussion.

So, “the Ministry of Agriculture to expedite its current review of the existing farm
machinery operations, leading to....” so, there is an outcome from this review, “leading
to the establishment of a more efficient service that will better serve farmer’s needs,
improve food security and agricultural production.”

So, | believe this is a fair compromise and reflective of the process, and process
is important of what is needed to ensure that what is established is fit for the purpose, in
terms of the service provided to farmers, in terms of the economics for the private
operators, or whomever operates and then for finance, that is also makes economic
sense. So, the proposal, Mr. President, is that we accept all of the recitals with the
exception and we work with the amended text that | have just proposed. | thank you,

Mr. Deputy President.
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Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Senator St. Clair.

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Thank you, Mr. President, and thank you,
Leader of Government’s Business for the comments. | want us to understand that
existing means a situation where there is nothing existing on the “Government Side” but
is solely the private individuals. So, it is not interpreted that existing mean that
Government has something happening at Mirabeau, so that is one part. And the other
part... (and so that is just for clarification) ...and the other part meaning that the model
doesn’t have to be Government only or private only. It can be two of them operating in
concert whereby they lean on each other and so on. So, it doesn’t mean that one alone
has to be out. So, what we want, at the end of the day, is that the farmers get an
affordable and efficient service, so whether it is a private man in the South, operating
and the Government is in the North and there is relationships that can be established,
such that a private man can be able to offer the service at the same price that the
Government would offer at and there are different negotiations that take place in the
background. So, | don’t want us to see whatever model that can emerge being strictly
one-sided, and that is my comment. And, on the matter of efficiencies and instructions

and logistics, as | say let us ask Carriacou what they are doing good.
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Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): So, Senator if
you are accepting the amended version, then you will make that, and then we second it

and then we’re good to go. So, you accept it?

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Yes, Mr. Deputy President.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Okay. So, I
second the Motion. So, we accept the amended version, Senator Stiell, so we move

forward with this.

Question put and agreed to.

Motion accepted as amended.

Ag. Clerk Assistant: Item 17 - Adjournment.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Senator Cox.

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Mr. Deputy President, thank you very much. |
know that we are pressed for time, but | thought it important to address this House on a
current and important matter, and that has to do with the Transport Sector in the country
at this point in time.

Mr. Deputy President, sometime last week the National Bus Association called
for their members to cease operations erring on the side of safety, which | was
communicated to and they also reiterated to the public. Mr. Deputy President, | think it’s
important to speak to the chain of events, and | think it's important that the public
understand and to bring some clarity to this. Now, when we learnt of the outbreak, the
Ministry, of course, at the Cabinet level, we didn’t hesitate to wait to respond. We
immediately tried to get support, in terms of masks and hand sanitisers, at the Bus
Terminus to provide added support, in terms of safety measures for the traversing

public and Bus Operators, of course.
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Mr. President, there was one area in which the NBA wanted support and which
we advised otherwise, and they requested of us that after every trip, that we pay a
company to come clean the buses after every trip. And we worked with the Ministry of
Health, and they advised that we do not require that extensive cleaning. What was
required is that they themselves, the conductor, after every trip, can use the same
sanitizer and just sanitise the buses, after every trip. Somehow, they weren’t so happy
with that, and they spoke to not receiving support for that, but receiving support
otherwise.

They also made a request for support, in terms of Contact Tracing, and in
discussions we presented to them the TeDA App, using the TeDA App, because most
persons do have a cell phone in their presence. They made an issue that not
everybody would have access to the internet to access the TeDA App to put in their
information. Mr. Deputy President, before we could have approached the developer, to
ask whether or not they could remove the requirement for internet access, that you can
just access, just as the QR Code would access through the camera, and even to ask to
work with the Internet Service Provider Companies to put internet into the Bus
Terminus, to provide that support, they said that it wouldn’t work and that didn’t move
forward. Thereafter, they called, the morning before they called for the strike indicating
that they’re calling out their buses, and within about a half hour, thereafter, it went out to
the public.

Mr. Deputy President, | say this, because of the importance of the Transportation
Sector, in that no opportunity was given for us to discuss before they pulled their
services. It was a decision that they made, and it is their buses, it’s their operations and
they have a right to do so. But, in the context of where we are and even what they
continue to propose, that the importance of their service, we believe that some dialogue
should have been taken before taking that decision. Nonetheless, Mr. Deputy
President, we did express our dissatisfaction with such, but we understand. Alright.
Decisions were made and we moved on.

However, we were very pleased and continue to commend the Bus Operators,

who decided to remain providing service, so that the essential workers can come to
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work, to and from work, and for essential services to keep the country going, so that we
can keep up the fight against COVID-19.

You know, Mr. Deputy President, even the Press Release we put out and
comments are being made, because we expressed gratitude for the Bus Men, who
come out to move the essential services, it is being deemed as if we are trying to divide
Busmen. Could you imagine? | mean, if persons who understand what is taking place
and is willing to put themselves out there to ensure that we continue to move in this
difficult period, | think they should be commended more than the commendation that
they’re receiving now, Mr. Deputy President.

But, Mr. Deputy President, we continue to work with our stakeholders, to bring
more support, even while the buses were out, because as they said, they took a break
for a week, in the first instance. 1, personally, haven’t heard if they’re going to come
back, because | think today is the last day, or they should return today or return
tomorrow, | don’t know. But, we continue to work, and we are very supportive. There
are 130 plus buses that continue to ply to support the commuting public.

So we decided to move, to continue to bring support to buses, who are actually
working now, and we were supported by a number of stakeholders. So, we have the
Diaspora Affairs Office, who supported us by way of 5,000 facemasks and 45 gallon
drum of hand sanitisers. So, we want to commend the diaspora’s support in this regard,
to supporting Busmen, at this point in time.

We are currently having discussions with the Ministry of Finance and Sol,
Grenada. We are looking at a proposal to bring some relief at the Pumps. The
mechanism yet has not been worked out. As we have indicated, that is always a tricky
thing to do, to ascertain the monitoring. So, that is something that is in the works, and
once it is finalised, it will be made public, and so the buses, who chose to run will be
able to benefit from that. Huggins would have provided significant support by way of
masks, as well.

The Transport Commission themselves, would have made contributions, in terms
of hand sanitiser, and masks as well. The Grenada Ports Authority, they have worked

with us together with the Ministry of Finance to waive the Bus Terminus fees, for the first
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two weeks, in the first instance. But we are saying that we may have to go further than
that, based on the feedback that we are getting from the Ministry of Health. So, there
are no Terminus fees currently being charged.

Mr. Deputy, we are talking about foregoing $40,000.00 per fortnight by doing this.
So, that is the contribution that we are making at this point in time. So | just thought it
important to highlight that. But it came to my attention, Mr. Deputy President, that the
National Bus Association is currently at the Bus Terminus, | understand selling, retailing
face masks and hand sanitisers. | do not have any evidence as to the source. | don’t
know if it's a grant support, or they would have put up monies and raised and try to turn
it over to support their members. Whichever way, we are happy that they have been
very responsive, and we do hope that through this business initiative, and | must say
small initiative, and whatever returns that they may get from this, will help sustain
whatever response they have, that their members have to do, going forward. Because
one of the contentions that they have was that they did not have the resources to buy
hand sanitisers, hence the reason why they had dropped that response, in terms of
having the conductor spray the hands of passengers, when they come into the bus, and
indicated that they didn’t have the resources to do that, because less persons travelling,
gas price has gone up, the cost of operations has gone up for them, rightly so, and they
say that they didn’t have means to do so. So, now we understand that they are doing
some retailing. We do hope that will go, in some way, to assist.

But coincidentally, Mr. Deputy President, the same suggestion we gave on how
to sanitize the bus, after every trip, we understand that is what is being done now. So,
we are very happy. While | believe they are charging a small fee for that, but
nonetheless they are doing that, and that in itself, will help the whole issue of the
Transport Sector to be safer, going forward. So, | thought it important that | bring this to
Honourable House at this point in time. As we know, it is a critical sector, but as
Government, we continue to work, we continue to support this sector in every way
possible that we can. We have remained consistent in our dealings with that sector.
And that is one thing that | am certain about. We remain committed, as we know that is

a critical sector.
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Mr. Deputy President, we have heard calls, and | continue to receive them
personally and otherwise for Government to get involved in the Transport Sector. Be it
Government taking over transporting schoolchildren, or Government handling senior
citizens, we have received several calls, and more and more, some sections of the
public continue to believe that now might be a time for us to do that, because some
persons, some businesses are significantly affected. They can’t move their employees
as they would want to, and so | don’t know. But, those are some of the discourses that
are taking place right now. But what we are focused on, currently, that | do know, is to
ensure that persons who commute on a daily basis, do so safely as possible, as we try
to get this pandemic under control.

So, that is where our emphasis is on right now. So, | just want to bring these few
words to this House, at this point in time. Thank you very much for your indulgence of
the House and Members at this point in time on this important matter. So | do hope that
we can move forward where we are with transportation during this difficult time in our

country. Thank you very much, Mr. Deputy President. (Applause)

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Senator St.
Clair.

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Thank you, Mr. Deputy President. | want to
make a few remarks on the Adjournment, particularly at this important juncture in this
country.

I make this, firstly to say that, in terms of we are losing a lot of citizens through
this COVID related situation, and | want to take this opportunity in standing here, on
behalf of fellow farmers who may have passed, or in some way have been affected,
directly within them and their family, even different Agriculture businesses that would be
affected by this situation, such that we can follow all the protocols and all the necessary
actions that need to be taken to protect the lives of the workers, but the lives also of
their families and others within their Network with whom they do businesses. It's a very

difficult time.
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As | said, last year was a little bit different, in terms of working through this
COVID situation. This year is more difficult, because of the nature of the spread and |
am asking everyone, the farmers in particular, the fishers, they need to follow all the
Rules and Regulations.

| know we also have the issues of visiting the farms during the ‘No Movement.” |
want to say that the Police have, | would say, made a lot of improvement compared to
last year in that | haven’t had many complaints unless they were kept privately. There
was about one or two instances, which the Police addressed very swiftly. The fact, |
think that agriculture and fisheries and all of those were put onto the Essential Service is
a commendable act, such that it gives the Police more freedom in the way of
administrating the movements.

| am calling on all farmers, in particular and the fishers, | know we have some
issues on the other side regarding those IDs, which we would deal with in another
discussion. But, the fact that the Police are requiring the presence of those IDs to
facilitate the ‘Movement’ rather than everyone having to fight for a pass or so on, | want
to urge on our farmers and fishers to try and get your ID as soon as possible. It
shouldn’t be COVID causing us to do that, but it's the proper thing to do for our general
businesses.

So, these are the type of statements | want to make. All is not lost. We will have
a tough time, but we will ride over and get through. Don’t move unless you really, really,
really must move. | know the Livestock persons, the persons involved in Poultry and so
on, Livestock is people who have young plants on the ground that could be sort of
tricky, because they never planned for this thing that they won'’t be able to move around.
So these are my comments so far, and | will say for ourselves too, we need to keep
ourselves safe and intact, such that we can continue to be able to do the Nation’s
business, because if we cannot do our business, then the Nation would be in problems.

| want to say further, finally, and | said that to the Clerk, I think, | want to
commend the Parliament for the website, to see it in action, and | think that's a good
move and | think the next thing we have to be able to do, is not only work from home,

but do the Parliament from home. Use the technology, because imagine most of us
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might be in isolation and there are certain pertinent matters, | know, you could go to
state of emergency and then come back afterwards. But why handicap ourselves, when
we can use the technology for which we always speak about. | know the Court System
is going into that sometime this week, so we should not let the judiciary go ahead of us.

We need to be on par. So these are my comments, Mr. Deputy President. (Applause)

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Thank you,

Senator. Anyone else? Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Thank you, Mr. Deputy Chair. I'll be very short.
But | think | speak for all Members on “This Side,” as we grapple with the realities that
we're now faced, as this COVID virus, this Delta variant rips through us here, in
Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Martinique.

There has already been significant loss of life. One life lost is too many, let
alone, | think today it's 38, and we know that that count is only going to increase. The
infection rate, high hospitalisations, high. You know, we are soon, soon going to reach,
if we haven’t already reached it, our limit, in terms of what can be reasonably managed.
We are now facing what countries around the world have faced. This is really our first
phase. Other countries have gone through three, four phases now, but this thing is
very, very real. And | just want to make a plea to all of those listening, the citizens of
Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Martinique. Government can only do so much. This is
all about personal responsibility and each and every one of us has a role to play, both,
in terms of protecting ourselves and doing what we need to do, but also to protect all of
those around us from our families, our friends, our colleagues and strangers.

And with all of the complexities associated with this virus and how to manage it
and all of the disinformation that is circulating, for something not so simple, it is actually
guite simple what needs to be done, and it starts with getting vaccinated. Mr. Deputy
President, | travelled twice to Europe in the last month and on both those travels, last
week, | was in the Netherlands, and it’s as if the virus has never passed there. People

aren’t wearing masks, people going about their business. They had the Grand Prix
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there in the Netherlands. | think it was the first mass sporting event they’ve held since
the pandemic, but people are moving around freely. But they’re only able to do that,
because the vast majority there are vaccinated. They've gone through what we went
through. 1 spoke to a Nurse and she gave the harrowing experiences early on in the
pandemic, as to how they were trying to cope with it and figure out what was going on
and the lives lost, and what she’s describing is where we are now. But they’ve passed
through it, and many other countries where they had strong vaccination programmes,
high levels of immunity are now moving toward normalcy. They can see the light at the
end of the tunnel.

We have had our opportunity to do that. We bought ourselves time, but what we
did not do was take advantage of that and get our population vaccinated. But
regardless of where we are now and how we move forward, the only way we are getting
through this is through vaccination, following the protocols, wearing our masks, socially
distancing and being aware of the risks and adhering to those. So it is complicating, but
really what we need to do is simple. So it's just a plea for our parents, for our
grandparents, who are the most vulnerable in all of this, those who have underlying
health conditions, all highly vulnerable, and the statistics that we are seeing coming out
of the Hospital at this early stage is, it is the unvaccinated, it is those with underlying
health conditions that are in our Hospitals and they are dying.

Mr. Deputy President, we know what we need to do and whatever superstitions,
whatever fears, whatever misinformation we’re holding on to, we have to let it go. And
the same way we have failed to look at what’s happened, the world around us, thinking
that we’re immune from this, that reality is piling on top of us. But in the same way, let
us look outside and see those who have passed through this, what they have done and

where they are now and where we are. | thank you, Mr. Deputy President. (Applause)

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): If there is no

other contribution, the Senate now stands adjourned sine die.

Senate adjourns sine die at 2:29 p.m.
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