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Sitting of the Senate

held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
on Wednesday, 14" July, 2021.
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held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
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Prayers
Oath of Allegiance or Affirmation of a New Senator

The Sitting of the Senate began at 10:10 a.m.

Mr. President: Senator the Honourable Winston Garraway.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Good morning, Mr. President and good
morning Members. Let us pray.

(Senate Prayer was said)

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Please join with me in saying the Lord’s

Prayer.

(The Lord’s Prayer was said)

Mr. President: Honourable Members, good morning to all. Pray be seated.

(Sound of Gavel)

Mr. President: Honourable Members, this Session of the Senate is now in

Session.

Ag. Clerk Assistant: Item 3 - Oath of Allegiance or Affirmation of a New

Senator.
(Sen. the Hon. Shirley Mc Queen proceeded to the Clerk’s Table)
Sen. the Hon. Shirley Mc Queen: | Shirley Mc Queen do solemnly affirm that |

will faithfully bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second, her Heirs

and Successors according to Law.
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Oath of Allegiance or Affirmation of a New Senator

(Senator Mc Queen and the Clerk signed the Oath Book)

(Senator Mc Queen returned to her seat)

Mr. President: Honourable Members, | wish to take the opportunity at this time
on your behalf as well as mine to welcome our newest Senator, Senator the Honourable
Shirley Rolanda Mc Queen. Senator, it's a pleasure indeed for me to receive you in the
Senate. | look forward to your contributions. It's a singular honour to sit in this
Chamber. We are essentially a Chamber of review and we are part of the inherent
structure and system of making laws. We make these laws for the purpose of good
governance, for the order and safety and well-being of the citizens. Our role is a unique
one and a very fundamental one because it gives expression to our belief system of
democracy through representation of the people, for the people and by the people. So
the opportunity presented to you to represent the people is indeed an exceedingly
honourable one.

My review of your background and your brief biography informs me that | have
well-founded confidence in my expectations that you will execute your responsibilities
and duties fully without fear or favour; that you will review the legislation that comes
before us in the interest of the people, you will bring your own independent thought and
that of your constituents to bear. As a young upcoming entrepreneur in the world of
entrepreneurship, it's not an easy world as | know you would have discovered by now, it
is fettered with a lot of many aspects of the past that you will have to confront and the
little that 1 know of your company, in fact without giving you any advertisement at all the
Senate indulges in the consumption of your product. So | know that you are fortified
with the knowledge of entrepreneurship and | look forward to your valuable contributions
in this Chamber and | welcome you.

I will allow at this moment for you to make your Maiden opening speech and
throughout the course of todays’ sitting, individual Senators may wish to add their own

views and extend their own hearty and profound welcome to you to the House. So at
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Oath of Allegiance or Affirmation of a New Senator
Maiden Speech — Sen. the Hon. Shirley Mc Queen

this point I will invite you to the floor where you may wish to address the nation and to
set out your agenda as the newest amongst us. Once again | take the opportunity to
welcome you and wish you all the best.

My office is always open for any questions which may confront you because the
Senate is made up of all of these rules. Parliament is really a very conservative
institution bounded by rules and procedure, a lot of the procedures sometimes are not
extensively documented so you may wish to consult with the Clerk or to consult with me
directly, 1 have an open house. All my telephone numbers are public including my
private number so in a sense I'm not private. (Laughter) So once again | want to
welcome you to the House and look forward to your most valuable contributions. |

thank you Honourable Members.

Sen. the Hon. Shirley Mc Queen: Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. President,
thanks for the invitation to make my Maiden Comments to this Upper House and | beg
your permission to be able to generously refer to some notes that | have put together for
this occasion. Mr. President, | thank you for your welcome to this Chamber and look
forward to your continued support and guidance throughout my term here. 1 also want
to place on record my sincerest appreciation for the showing of support by all Members
of All Sides of this House. | am both inspired and encouraged by everyone’s
generosity. | will honour the rich history of this Chamber and | hope to make a positive
impact on law making that will set the foundation of something greater for the next
generation.

However, firstly, | am here to serve the people of Grenada, Carriacou and Petite
Martiniqgue. My standing here, Mr. President, must also be seen as a grand tribute to
my forefathers and to my family and friends who have laid the trail against many odds
so that their daughter can be given the opportunity to blaze her own path. Indeed, |
have been afforded the Honour to stand in the High House that only a select few have
been afforded in our 47 years of independence. As significant as this is, | view this as a

part of a journey and an important chapter in a story of Grenada. | stand here as a
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proud product of my village, the Grenadian village that has come through streams that
run through Crochu, Mamma Cannes and Munich. | am here because of this Grenadian
reality but | am also here as a symbol of my people, dreams and aspiration.

Let me say upfront that | will be forever grateful to the Leader of Her Majesty’s
Opposition, Honourable Tobias Clement, (thank you) who nominated me and who in his
wisdom felt | have a contribution to make in helping to advance a better Grenada,
Carriacou and Petite Martiniqgue. While this is essentially a law making body, it must
concern itself about building a just society. Mr. President, it is no news that we have
problem in our country that needs to be fixed. We complain about them, blame the
Government and the system and finish up saying the system is unfixable. How about
we stop playing the blame game and try to do a little bit at our end to bring about some
changes. Let us remember that it is the mandate of Grenadian people that has placed
us in this House and it is our duty and privilege to serve them and not the other way
around, after all it starts with us and ends with us. We need to stamp out corruption in
all forms and places, corruption typically result in many years of general hardship and
suffering of the mass majority of citizens.

Corrupt Governments routinely ignore economic and social problems in their
guest to amidst even more wealth and power. Let us have a Government with
openness, freedom of press, transparency and access to information. We cannot
change everything at once but if we choose wisely, work together transparently, flexible
and honestly, progress in a few areas will lead to progress in many more. We are
standing here with a time of great pain and uncertainty. We have lost millions due to
the action of foreign investors who took advantage or relaxed rules and regulations put
in place by the Government. To re-establish trust, it is important that the Government
provide accurate and complete information on all transactions regarding the financial
consequences of economic, political and social decisions. | find myself wondering, how
did we get here? Why are we struggling so hard to find real progress? There are
hundreds of talented, passionate, motivated and capable Grenadians who deeply care
about Grenada and want it to thrive yet nothing happens. We are stuck in the same

place as people struggling to survive.
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Dead last in the country for employment and economic opportunity; rather than a
useful job in our country, people have been offered bureaucratic ‘make-work’. Rather
than a normal leadership, they have been given promises and circuses. Aimlessness
amongst our youth, anxiety among our elders and corruption in the highest offices. We
as law makers are also standing here at a time where we need to strengthen rules and
regulation that will protect workers, women and children against an expanded appetite
for exploitation that if not stemmed, will devalue our very nation. And so, Mr. President,
| want to be part of this team that will be a watchdog for the new Grenada rising.

| am the last of 11 children, born to parents who are among the first of the wind-
rush generation who left their children behind with grandparents in search of greater
opportunities in the United Kingdom. As a result | have spent very little time with my
parents, losing my mother at the tender age of 5 and my father a few years later. My
mother was a trader, what we call locally a trafficker and my father a farmer. As with
many black families of that time, my father was afforded little formal education but he
was a brilliant man who was about family. My mother was a dreamer as she was
determined that her children should have more educational opportunities than they had.
So their very first born, my brother O’'Brian Mc Queen was the first in my family to have
had a secondary education, an old student of GBSS. He also, many years later
became a Government Minister and a Member of Parliament.

| attended the Crochu R.C. School and finished my secondary education in the
United Kingdom. Mr. President, | want to be counted here not as part of the problem
but an advocate for the solutions. The law we validate here must not be done in a
vacuum, it must be in keeping with the requirements of a modern progressive society.
My mandate, Mr. President, as | understand it must be borne out of moral conscience
that advocates laws that will support policies that will empower people rather than
neglect them. Mr. President, you can count on me to be part of this debate that focuses
attention on protection of the environment and that will afford better healthcare to our
people.

As | understand it, Mr. President, we are all meant to be here as independent

voices that will stand up against draft Bills that undermine our independence. Mr.
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President, this Upper House must be seen by all Grenadians, Carriacou and Petite
Martinique as a force for good, for stability and for justice. And in that regard, Mr.
President, there is a lot of work to be done. So rest assured | have shown up for duty.

Thank you. (Applause)

M. President: Thank you Senator Mc Queen. Clerk? Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Thank you, Mr. President. | will like to add my
words of welcome as your generous comments, Mr. President. Senator Mc Queen, we
certainly look forward to the contribution that you would make to this Honourable House
and | believe you have a great deal of experience, your personal experiences, your
business experiences, | think will lend themselves very well in terms of the work of the
Senate. So | wish you all of the best. When | hear comments... and time will tell, the
Senators on the Opposition Side has been like a revolving door in this Session of
Parliament so | certainly hope you are here to see things through and as | said |
welcome that contribution. When | hear comments such as Bills that undermine our
independence being a force for good, | question what we have been doing for the years
that we have served here. | am certainly of the opinion, all of us and all of those who
have sat before you have also been a force for good.

We have a great responsibility as the President outlined in terms of the role of
the Senate and the role that we play in the national discussion, our democracy and
national development and I think all of us take great pride in the work that we do and the
contribution we make. And time will tell the contribution you will make, but welcome and
we look forward to the start today as we get down to the nation’s business. | thank you,
Mr. President.

Mr. President: Thank you Senator Stiell. Senator Joseph.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Pleasant good morning, Mr. President. My

colleague Senators, good morning. | would like to take this opportunity, Mr. President,
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to welcome the goodly lady, our newest Senator, Senator Mc Queen to this noble
House. Senator Mc Queen as you can see has already added some colour to this
House and | know that there is much more colour to come. | personally have not known
Senator Mc Queen much, | have seen her on television and | do know that she is a very
competent business person.

Senator Mc Queen, in this House there are challenges and | know you are up to
it based on your history. | would not go into what the history is all about. So | just want
to be very brief and say congratulation and | am looking forward to your contributions

and also to working with you. Thank you very much, Mr. President.

Mr. President: Thank you, Senator Joseph. Senator Lewis.

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: Thank you very much, Mr. President, and
behalf of Labour | wish to welcome Senator Mc Queen to the Upper House. We look
forward to her contribution and those of us who would have followed her brief history
would expect that once the Senator continues along the line of standing up for what she
believes in, we can expect her to be of yeoman service to Grenada. Senator Mc
Queen, | welcome you and | look forward to our engagement as we work together on
“This Side” and the whole House for the betterment of Grenada. | would not comment
on the colour that you have brought in terms of the colour because that might be on the

“Other Side” but just note it. Thank you very much.

Mr. President: Senator St. Clair.

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Good morning, Mr. President. Good morning
Honourable Members and | want to take this opportunity as afforded right now on behalf
of the farmers and fisher folks to welcome you, as you say you are the generations of
the wind-rush. | think most significantly what | was touched by is your father being a
farmer, your mom being involved in the trade, the trafficking; it is all part of the

Agriculture Sector. Of course your roots inside of Munich, is deep, historical and culture

10



Sitting of the Senate
held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
on Wednesday, 14" July, 2021.

Maiden Speech — Sen. the Hon. Shirley Mc Queen

as it relates to our cassava and all of our history. | know that you have gone further in
through your water so you are taking it beyond your parents. Your brother of course, |
know very well. Not only as a Parliamentarian, former, but also as a musician. |
welcome you. The word “justice” that you said stand out very well because as we
review matters, as the President would have alluded, it’s all about justice wherever it will
have to fall and | would add justice at all times must also be balanced. | would end by
saying that | am very happy for you, not only for being here but also adding... | wouldn’t
say colours but adding to the gender situation in the House, | think that's a very good
addition. And of course we don’t have our dear sister St. Cyr here today. So | really

think it's a good moment for women in this country today. Thank you, Mr. President.

Mr. President: Thank you, Senator St. Clair. Clerk, | think we can proceed. As
| said it's optional, you can make your contribution now or do your welcome when you

are dealing with the more substantive items. Thank you.

Sen. the Hon. Roland Bhola: Thank you, Mr. President. Good morning,
Honourable Members. | just wanted to join those who went before me including
yourself Honourable President, to warmly welcome our newest Senator to the House.
Senator Mc Queen. As she has alluded, the Mc Queen is a name that is not new to
Parliament; we have had Mc Queens before. As opposed to some of the other
Members, | have not followed your history very deeply but I've known of you as an
entrepreneur, as a business person and of course | look forward like most of us are
looking forward to hearing your contributions and being a part of the solution as you
claim you want to be. That's what most of us have entered this Honourable House to
do and | know there would be a lot of work along the way. Sometimes we would not
always see eye-to-eye on issues but at the end of the day, what matters most is that the
country and the people of this country benefit from whatever we are able to contribute.
So welcome from us on “This Side” and from me in particular and | look forward to the

engagement as we move along. Thank you very much, Mr. President. (Applause)
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Mr. President: Thank you Senator Bhola.

Ag. Clerk Assistant: Item 4 - Confirmation of Minutes.

Mr. President: Senator the Honourable Simon Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | beg to move that the Minutes of
the proceedings of the Sitting of the Senate held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt.
Wheldale, St. George’s on Wednesday the 2" and Tuesday the 8™ of June, 2021, be

taken as read.

Question put and agreed to.

Minutes taken as read.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | beg to move that the Minutes of
the proceedings of the Sitting of the Senate held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt.
Wheldale, St. George’s on Wednesday the 2" and Tuesday the 8" of June, 2021, be
confirmed.

Mr. President: Senator Williams.

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. President,

may | propose two amendments to the Minutes?
Mr. President: Certainly.

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Yes, Mr. President, on page 120 of the

Minutes at the penultimate paragraph where it reads, “the Parliamentary Secretary in
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the Ministry of Tourism...” that should be “the Parliamentary Secretary in the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs.”

Mr. President: Noted.

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: And lastly on the following page, page 121
also in the last paragraph, Mr. President, where it reads “Parliamentary Secretary in

the Ministry of Tourism” that should also be the “Ministry of Foreign Affairs.”

Mr. President: Noted.

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Thank you, Mr. President.

Question put and agreed to.

Minutes confirmed as amended.

Ag. Clerk Assistant: Item 5 - Messages from the Governor-General.
Item 6 - Announcements by Mr. President.

Mr. President: Honourable Members, | wish to first of all apologise for our late
commencement this morning, which you can attest is very unusual. We normally start
on time, but this morning because of a matter which you will learn more in depth of
when we come to that item, | had to confer with two Senators and that took a bit of time
to get done. The details of which subsequent to this when we come to the item you will
learn more about it. The second matter is Honourable Members, | wish to indicate that |
did receive a notice of purposeful absence from Senate from Senator the Honourable
Tessa St. Clair, St. Cyr sorry. She is in the process of... she’s a doctoral candidate and
is in the process sometime | think this week, if not today, maybe tomorrow | believe, is

to defend her doctoral thesis. A very, very important personal matter for anyone who
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have entered the Halls of Academia so far and she sends her most profuse regrets, for
not being able to be here and it's my duty to so inform you. So Honourable Members

please take note.

(Sound of Gavel)

Mr. President: That's the end of my announcements.

Ag. Clerk Assistant: Item 7 - Ministerial Statements.

Mr. President: Is that Senator Cox? Senator the Honourable Norland Cox.

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Thank you very much, Mr. President. Mr.
President, before | commence to give an update on some of the work that is currently
ongoing in the Ministry that | oversee, which is the Ministry of Infrastructure

Development, Public Utilities, Transport and Implementation, | too want...

Mr. President: (Inaudible comments) One second, just to remind, that while
the Standing Orders assign a ten minute, simply because there are only three Cabinet
Members here, | have taken the decision to gracefully give you an extended ten
minutes, because this is a very important item. The Constitution lays out that the
Cabinet is answerable, which is the Executive is answerable to the Parliament, and
Ministerial Statements are indeed a report of the work of the Executive and it’s reporting
to Parliament. It's a very important item on the Parliamentary Order Paper. So Senator
Cox bear in mind that you have an additional ten minutes, simply by virtue of the fact
that it is only half of the Members sitting on “This Side” who are Cabinet Members. If
they were all six then the ten minutes rule would be strictly upheld, but because there

are only three of you, | am giving an extra ten minutes. The other thirty minutes I've
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divided it equally between the other Members of your Cabinet team, so bear this in
mind. Sorry to interrupt your flow of thought, but just as a reminder. Yes.

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Thank you very much, Mr. President. Thank you
very much for the extra time. | was more concerned about the entire duration of today’s

sitting as | have other matters to tend to at the day’s end so.

(Inaudible comments)

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: | don’t know if this Honourable House allows for

rollover minutes, but maybe that is something that we can consider.

Mr. President: Well that’'s a strange concept to the Parliament. We don’t have

rollovers here. (Laughter)

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Thank you very much, Mr. President. So as | was
indicating, | wanted to also register my welcome Senator Mc Queen to this Honourable
House as well. As we, my colleagues, we definitely have our way of welcoming our
new Senators specially, and to ensure that we provide the necessary support and
guidance, especially from a procedural standpoint. Each one of us could recall when it
was our first time and how important it is to have such guidance as we move forward in
deliberating in this Honourable House. So thank you very much for accepting the
responsibility to serve in this capacity, and so we welcome you.

Mr. President, | do want to indicate, just to give an update on a couple of
projects, important projects from a national standpoint that the Ministry is working on.
And the first project that | want to just give an update on is the St. John’s River Project.
That's the River Road area, it's a very important project for the community. We are
happy to inform this Honourable House that contracts have been issued for the
commencement of work of this all-important project. Recently we saw the flooding of

the banks, it's a frequent occurrence when we have extreme precipitation, especially
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during this period of the year. So the contractor, there are two contractors that the
Ministry have engaged to perform this work and the reason for that is to ensure that we
try to move it as quickly as possible. So we have decided to engage two contractors,
being Sonrise Construction and Creative Design. So they will be implementing that
work. The work is to commence from the Steeles Auto, that bridge and terminate at the
mouth of the river. So we are very happy about this project, it's a very important project.
The community of River Road have been impacted for decades as a result of flooding.
And we do know we have the challenges of climate variability and climate change,
which also play an important role, a critical role in a negative way in impacting
communities. We have seen heavier downpours, more intense downpours and that’s a
challenge, so the bank of the river is always over flooding. So the contractor is currently
been mobilising in the area. | do know that he’s setting up his office space and getting
all the machinery and workmen in place to have work started very soon. So | just think
it's important that we update this Honourable House about this critical project for the
community of River Road.

The other project, Mr. President, is the Simon Cultural Centre. As you know in
2004 back to Hurricane Ivan, that facility was destroyed in Hurricane lvan and we are
happy to announce that the tender is out. So it's a public tender, companies,
contractors are free to bid on that project. The community of St. Andrews, | know there
is a long awaited project, we have had a number of logistical approach towards this
project, consultations with the community to try to bring this Centre back to the
community. It's one that the community is proud of and they have missed it, and it plays
a pivotal role in the whole construct and the cultural aspect of St. Andrew’s, which has a
significant rich history in terms of culture for this nation of ours. The Simon Cultural
Centre was the main highlight for the calypso semi-finals, the Papitette semi-finals,
which we were very hopeful that we can at least see that very soon next year but some
of the challenges that we are seeing, Mr. President, in terms of the impact from COVID,
we may not be able to meet that deadline. We see that there are a number of issues
with getting materials from other countries here, factories are closed down. Recently

we saw in Trinidad where the TCL Plant, the cement manufacturing plant was deemed
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a non-essential facility, as such they had to close and we’ve had cement shortages
throughout the region. So those are some of the challenges that we are dealing with.
With projects | always say, projects are dynamic. There are things that will just pop up
on you overnight and you will have to make adjustments, but however we are very
happy that the project is out for tender and as soon we receive those bids, a suitable
contractor will be selected and work will commence thereafter.

Another important project...

Mr. President: Senator Cox if | may before you migrate from that question onto
another issue. | would just bring to your attention for consideration, that when the
project is completed and you’re erecting a plaque, | would very much want to see a
recognition of the Ramdhanny family. You may not be aware of it, but | am aware of it,
that the Simon area, that entire area was the private property of a Grenadian family, LL
Ramdhanny, and under the period of the Revolution, the family donated that entire
Simon lot to the people and the State of Grenada, free of charge. There was no
transfer of, or payment to anything, the Ramdhanny family donated all that lot of land for
purposes, the very said purpose you are saying, culture and sport. In recognition of that
therefore, at some point when the project is completed and you're erecting, | would
suggest that consideration be given when you are erecting the cornerstone or whatever
it is you normally do, as we have outside there, some recognition of the contribution
made to culture and sport by this Grenadian family, be done for posterity. So if you
could just please make note of that, and you know | lay that at your feet as a matter of
consideration. Yes, because they did so willingly and gave that to the then PRG and
the people of Grenada, and | think we should recognise them for that very profound

contribution to the country.

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Thank you very much, Mr. President, for your
information and of course putting forward the consideration for the Ramdhanny family to
be considered in terms of recognition towards the donation for the land. | don’t see that,

| don’t believe that is something that the community and the Government will be
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adverse in anyway against. However once we receive permission from the family to
proceed with such, | don’t see a challenge in that regard. Thank you very much for that,
Mr. President.

Mr. President, | also want to take this opportunity to update this Honourable
House on another important project for the St. Andrew’s community, and that is the
Grenville Commercial Complex, and this is a long awaited project. | do want to
recognise the work of the Grenville Commercial Complex Board, which is also being
chaired by a Ramdhanny and the members for the work they are doing, they have done
to get this project to where it is now.

Mr. President, | want to make this point, that sometimes it is believed that
projects are just, we can just start in the morning, and just do a project. There are a
number of critical steps, there are a number of steps that are required for a project to
meet a particular stage or to meet the implementation stage, and some of it is from a
technical standpoint, some of it from a legal standpoint and as such sometime we do
get calls from the public to expedite and they find that it's going slow. But it's because
of those critical requirements to ensure that we do the checks and balance so that when
we start to implement, we do not have a problem, we do not have failure in the integrity
of the structure, we do not have an issue, contractual wise. So those are some of the
things that we have to deal with in terms of the project, especially a project that cost
millions of dollars. It is important that we do due diligence before we get to that part, so
| think it is critical to raise that.

Mr. President, | also want to mention the BOLT arrangements, our build, operate
and lease a transfer projects. We have two projects on stream right now, that is the
establishment of a new fire station in the Grand Anse area and of course the building of
the new Halls of Justice, that will house all our Courts, the Registry, even some of the
courts that we do not currently have. We do hold those, but in terms of the construct,
the configuration, we do not have those Courts, like for example: family court and things
like that. So this new structure which would be not far from this building, the design for
that structure is currently completed and approved, it's going to be an excellent facility

and we have done all the necessary consultations. The OECS Supreme Court was the
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lead in terms of consulting, they indicated what they wanted, a number of back and
forth. The Grenada Bar Association also contributed towards those designs, and almost
all the request was met and worked on to ensure that whenever that facility is
constructed the stakeholders will actually be satisfied and use it to the purpose that it
was designed for. So currently, what is happening with those two projects is that the
development agreement, that is currently being constructed. One of those agreements
is currently at Legal Affairs, and Legal Affairs is doing their due diligence in terms of
negotiations and so soon those two agreements, we expect them to come to Cabinet for
formal approval and thereafter, we will see commencement in terms of implementation
on the ground. So this is a long waited project, especially the Court, the Court House. |
know that the persons in the Legal Community, they are going to be happy to have such
a facility which they themselves has indicated what they want. So we’re happy to report
on this project.

Mr. President, another of the BOLT projects is the Governor General’s residence
which is just a few yards away from here. Currently what we are doing, we are
engaging a prospective BOLT provider and they are working. The Governor General
has her team, a committee, a special committee who are working on designs, in looking
to restore the building to retain most of its historical construct and to add some new
modern aspects of it to compliment that residence going forward. So you will hear more
about, about this project as well.

The Feeder Roads Projects, Mr. President. That project is currently on-going
and we just recently mobilised, the contractor just recently mobilised in La Pastora, that
is a road that has been long awaited. We are also looking to mobilise very soon in the
Willis/Constantine area. Currently what we are working on are the surveyors. They'’re
doing some re-surveying of the road to ensure that we maximise the road width and
also in terms of safety and the integrity of the roadway and the road network and that is
currently ongoing. Work is on-going on the Munich Bridge currently as well; work is
going on the St. George Estate. The bridge is completed and road work is also ongoing

as well.
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So, Mr. President, we want to, just to inform the public of those, these work and
of course these roads are critical for our farming community and of course our
representative for the farmers are here, and one of the things that we have instructed,
and have that discussion with the contractor is that, there might be roads that are
currently not within the scope of works but if it's in proximity of farms that require
assistance, we have had that discussion to see if we can vary the contract and add the
roads to ensure that farmers close by, can get that support in terms of roadway.

Mr. President, | want to speak a little bit on GRENLEC, on the new generator.
Mr. President, as you know the Government of Grenada acquired the majority of shares
from WRB and as such are the main shareholders in GRENLEC currently, and as such
when we acquired there was a significant deficiency in terms of the generation end.
One of the major engines was out for some time, was down and not repairable.
However in our initial assessment the Government of Grenada of course took swift
action and on the 1% of March signed a contract to purchase a new generator. That
generator has arrived on Island sometime in June, | think early June and we are
working and based on our schedule, that new generator should be commissioned on or
before the 31% of July. So | think it's critical for the public to understand that we are
working towards ensuring the energy security of this country, because as we see the
country start to open up and we have new commercial activity coming on stream, more
hotels and other businesses. We anticipate the University is going to be opening up
back, recently they’re coming on stream | think sometime on the 15™ | believe, if I'm not
mistaken. Sometime tomorrow | think students should be start coming back in and that
would, that will see the demand for energy will go up, as such the company are
prepared and in a better position in terms of energy security on the generation side, Mr.
President.

Mr. President, | just want to also just to speak to a number of other works that we
are doing and the challenge that we are faced with in terms of the road networks. We
have received a number of complaints on the general conditions of the road and we are
doing the necessary assessment and I'm happy to inform this Honourable House, in a

matter of weeks we are going to commence a significant road resurfacing with asphalt
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on our main roadways. So very soon our road users are going to see some better
quality roads. We have been doing some maintenance in the interim and there are a
number of challenges, a number of challenges, Mr. President. The issue in terms of
materials, supplies in terms of gravel, like for example when we have heavy downpours,
the quarry cannot do any crushing because it's going to interfere with the quality of the
material. So there are a number of intricacies that will interfere with how we implement
and so not just to bring those to bear, but just to give an indication that it is not just a
smooth process. But we are working, Mr. President, to ensure that our roadways are
restored in the best manner possible, and to ensure that we have a safe movement of
traffic.

Another important update, Mr. President, | want to bring to this Honourable
House, have to do with the Brother’s Bridge and slope stabilisation project in Gouyave.
That project was out for tender, the tenders are back in and we are waiting on the
Caribbean Development Bank for a no objection. So as soon as we receive that, we
are going to see work commencing very soon on that area. We have already done work
on the bypass road, the alternative road that will be used when we demolish that bridge
and when we commence that implementation work. So we are happy how we're
progressing with that.

Mr. President, another important project which is the Moliniere Western Main
Road project. We understand the challenges that this is having, not just on the northern
part of the Island, but on the country as a whole. It has caused a number of
inconveniences, increase in business operations, more pressures on some roads that
are not adequate for the amount of traffic that they are seeing right now. So we are
working together with our partner, the Caribbean Development Bank to ensure that we
get this project implemented as soon as possible. We expect a visit from members of
the bank and also from the UK High Commission this week. [ think they are already in
Grenada and we’re going to have some discussions to move this project along as
quickly as possible. This project is impacting the communities of the Cherry Hill area,
the Beausejour area, little or no economic activities taking place. Because, why? The

lack of vehicle activity, the lack of persons moving through that Moliniere area, of course
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killed some of those businesses. And that is the challenge that we have. A number of
livelihoods have been significantly affected by the slippage in the Moliniere area, Mr.
President. So rest assured that we are well aware of the challenges that persons are
having, and we are going to do everything possible in the quickest time to restore that
area, Mr. President.

Mr. President, these are a few updates | just wanted to lay in the House at this
point in time. If there is anything | didn’t mention, | can always bring it to this
Honourable House at another date, another Sitting. Thank you very much, Mr.

President. (Applause)

Mr. President: Thank you Senator Cox. Yes, Senator Jo..., well Senator.

Actually | caught Senator Joseph first but if you wish to allow...

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Fine.

Mr. President: ...him to remain on his feet you can indicate. Senator Joseph.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Mr. President, | crave your indulgence...

Mr. President: Let me just explain for purposes of Senator Mc Queen. Under
the item of Ministerial Statements which | explained before, various Ministers report to
the Parliament what the Executive has been doing. And that is under the provisions, |
don’t have it just off the top of my head, but the Constitution does require, does set out
that the Executive is, I'll find it in a while and send it to you maybe in a note, is
answerable to the Parliament. So we have the Ministerial Statements and under
Ministerial Statements, you can ask the Minister a question of clarification or for
expansion on what he has reported. The Chair will determine whether or not the
qguestion put is fair in the context of the Minister giving the Ministerial Statement whether
or not he would have had the adequacy of information that you will require and if he

doesn’t have it, | will direct that you put that question under the normal question so as to
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give the Minister time to answer. But you may wish him to clarify something that he
said. So under this item the questions are and | want to emphasise this, the questions
are not the prelude to a debate. The questions are exclusively contained to the report
given to the House, either by way, you wish an expansion of what is given or a
clarification of what is given. And it is distinctly different from the provisions of your right
to questions, which is a separate item on the Order Paper. 1 just thought | would clarify
that for you and as a reminder to others, yes. Because | may intervene if the Minister
says well look | don’t have the answer to that, | will intervene and suggest that you send
that question to the Clerk under the normal question and answer provisions of the
Standing Orders.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Mr. President, | just wanted to make a couple

comments. If I am out of order then | will take my seat.

Mr. President: No, you can’t comment on a Ministerial Statement, you could

seek clarity because that’s the prelude to a debate.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: | will deal with that later, maybe on the

adjournment or so. Thank you very much.

Mr. President: Because he is telling you what he has done, what are you going
to comment on what he’s done? As | say if you want clarity on what he has reported,
you'’re free to do so but it's not a prelude for a debate and once you start to make
comments, if he finds your comment not favourable then | will have to give him the
opportunity to respond and there starts a debate. So it's not an opportunity for a
debate, it's an opportunity for clarification or expansion or maybe an opportunity for

some suggestion which you may wish to make, yes. Senator De Allie.

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Thank you, Mr. President, and good

morning to Members. Let me also take the opportunity to welcome Senator Mc Queen
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to the House. | know she comes with a strong business background and probably | will
get some more support as it relates to business and when we debate certain issues. So
| welcome her and | wish her well as we traverse this Upper House and the matters that
come before us.

Mr. President, through you, | have a couple questions for Senator Cox and
regard to the River Road Project, is there a time estimated to complete the works and
what is that? Are there any proposed changes that are going to be made to the river
course in particular, understanding that that is part of the reasons that cause some of
the flooding with excessive water? And in terms of again, the volumes of water, are
there works to increase the banks in terms of the river banks on either side in terms of
height or so to adjust and to safeguard the issues with flooding in River Road.

As it relates to the Halls of Justice, is there provision for mediation facilities to be
accommodated through the Halls of Justice as Senator Cox and you may well know |
have a mediator, so | want to make sure there are provisions for such. And in relation
to the roads and what was reported, could you give us an idea of the status of the
asphalt plant as | have been told that the asphalt plant has been in break down mode
for many times and we have difficulty getting hot mix to repair the roads and the holes in
the roads and so on. So if you can give a status on that. And as a side to that, Mr.
President, with your leave, based on the issues that we have been seeing with flooding
with the excessive rainfall and precipitation over the recent weeks, is there any move by
your Ministry to attack the drainage issue from the point of view of not really cleaning of
the drains, | have seen that happening but in terms of the exit of the water from these
drains? If | can sight Morne Rouge as an example and the exiting of the water to the
end, is there any intention to deal with those drains in Morne Rouge, the one by
Radisson and so on and for forth in terms of the exit of the waters? Thank you, Mr.

President.

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Mr. President, let me thank my Senator colleague
for those important questions. As regards to the St. John’s River Project in terms of the

time, our initial estimation when we construct the project was for four months to have
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those works done. However based on the interruptions that we will experience as we
are in the rainy season we can see that implementation going up to about eight months
or maybe even ten months. So we are working basically with the weather if | can put it
like that. We were cognisant of that but we felt because of the importance of the
project, we didn’t want to delay in anyway and also what it is doing now, it gives an
opportunity for the contractor and the consultants and that last incident that we had
while it creates some disturbance, inconvenience and some water damage it also
provided valuable information for the implementation of the work to actually see what is
taking place. So the contractor, the consultants, they were on site when the actual
flooding was taking place. So in terms of the scope of works from what we know, what
is really causing and the initial site of flooding, of breaking of the banks is just a little
way off Steele’s Auto and the reason for that, because there is almost a 90 degree turn
that the river has to make there and that is causing it to overflow. So the scope of
works will entail dredging, ensuring that the river is deeper to accommodate larger
volume of water, it will include of course having reinforced structures on the
embankment that will allow for a quicker flow and of course it's going to be higher to
allow for the volume of water to move through and the curves are going to be smoother
to ensure that the meandering of the river is done. That's where the main challenge is
because you’re moving from one 90 degree to another 90 degree and then it goes down
to the mouth. So the consultants, they have done a lot of hydrological work, a lot of
data. We even reached out to Barbados, to St. Vincent to collect some of their
hydrological data to give us a sense of the amount of rainfall that we experience around
this time. | think the data went back as far as 30 years, they were trying to get
information as far as 30 years to help develop this design. So some work has gone into
it and we are very hopeful that this will in some way eliminate the issue of over flooding
of the banks at the St. John’s River.

There are two other components; the two bridges, we’re supposed to replace
those two bridges as part of the project. However we are not in the business of
destroying bridges. Normally we don’t break down bridges but we will normally add,

that is the normal process that we take but in some cases the structural integrity like for
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example the steel bridge which is pretty flat and low, | can see that bridge being... might
need to be removed and it may even have to come up higher with an arch to allow for
the flow of water under it, that is another challenge again. As it regards to the
humpback bridge because of the history of that bridge, it does not normally overflow in
its entirety. That can remain for pedestrian purposes and a new bridge can just go
alongside it. So those are the discussions that are taking place regarding the bridges
because there is a cost for demolishing as well, so why demolish when you can use it
for pedestrian purposes.

The Halls of Justice, I think you indicated a request for the arbitration. | believe
so... mediation | believe so but that can be verified. | can share with you a copy of
those designs so that we can verify that but | believe so. A lot of thought has gone into
this building, actually we had to add an extra floor on the building to accommodate the
recommendations from the legal fraternity so that kind of increased the cost of the
project, so a lot of thought has gone into that.

As it regards to the asphalt, the supply of asphalt, Mr. President, just recent as
yesterday, | personally had communication with the asphalt suppliers and they have
indicated that both plants even the old one that wasn’t working, they indicated to us that
it is up and running now. So both asphalt plants are working and as a result tomorrow
we are going to have a meeting with them together with one of our prospective
contractors, engineers as we plan to roll out the asphalt work. So we are happy that
they have gotten both plants up and running. So that is good news for us and we are
encouraged by that and as | indicated earlier on, in the coming weeks you will see some
more significant work being done on our roadways. We will do some milling and
relaying of asphalt so we can get some significant years out of the work that we are
going to be doing. I thank you very much for those questions.

Morne Rouge, yes we have been doing some work in the Morne Rouge area, it's
a critical area because it's the business zone area. What we have, we have a grant
support coming for study to be done for that area including St. George’s area. Currently
where we are, the evaluation of the bidders is currently ongoing, they already did the

technical evaluation and now the financial evaluation is going. So as soon as that is
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completed, preferred consultants will be selected to conduct that study, the flooding of
the area. But | foresee that infrastructural work will have to be undertaken to maybe,
even to build the sides of those drains, make them a little higher and of course the
mouth of the river is where the challenge is. We have commenced cleaning even
before the rainy season but what you find happening is that we would have to monitor.
So we are having some discussions in terms of adding more environmental wardens so
that we can have that frequent cleaning at the mouth of the river where the drainage.
Because when the high tide come and you have those constructive waves, you have
sand deposits coming up and also when you have those destructive waves, it will take
away the sand but we have to be monitoring it. So we recognise that there is a need for
more hands to clear the mouth of the river. So we had some discussions with the
business persons in the area and they have been giving some historical context of what
transpired and we are working with them to ensure that we keep it tidy as much as
possible so that whenever you do have those heavy precipitation, if it takes place during
or caused during high tide, of course it's going to have a slower run out but the fact is
that it will drain very quickly as the rain subsides. Thank you very much for raising that.
| know that is a critical issue for Grand Anse area and we are going to find a way to
resolve it. Thank you.

Mr. President: Senator Cox, while you’re on that subject matter again just to
emphasise that the front end roadway in the Grand Anse Beach area there between the
lots where the Mall is and to the back of the Mall, those drains need immediate
attention. They're partially blocked by weed, earlier they were unblocked but the stuff
was left on the side of the side of the road, washed back into the drains and | can tell
you that when the weather changes in the upcoming week, it's going to create a
flooding situation there for the community. So if urgent attention... just to move all the
weed and all the goo that has built up there on the side of Sir Royston Hopkin’s property
going down there. And of course the movement of the tide affects it. | can tell you
some time ago that consideration was given to an automated pump which can be

installed and it is automated and sensitised by the level of the water and an automated
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pump | know was an engineering consideration which was given at one point. If you go
back into the files you would see some engineering suggestions done since under PRG
for that area there. You may wish to revisit them and see how relevant they may be in
the current period but you need to pay immediate attention to the clogging of the drains

which currently exist as | speak to you.

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Thank you very much for that observation and
recommendation, Mr. President. As it regards to those recommendations for remedying
the flooding like in the case of the pump. | know that in other countries | have seen it
work and it has worked perfectly. For example | spent some time in Guyana and you
know Guyana is below sea level so | have seen that work. Yes those are measures that
can be employed once we do the proper analysis of course and guidance in terms of

technical approach we can have this done. But it is something that we need to fix.

Mr. President: The other thing is they left a lot of debris in the drain just above
the cemetery in Grand Anse, the next rains you’re going to see significant flooding
taking place there if they don’t remove that debris. The other thing is this, all over the
world in modern society people work at night. So please if they have to clear the drain,
let them do it at night after most work is finished rather than to do it in the day and have
a backup of traffic 8:00 that comes from around Food Fair going all the way down back
to where Butler House used to be, simply because some subcontractor who has been
given a job, decides to undertake the clearing during the height of the rush hour. So
whatever you do and that contributes negatively to the economy because a lot of man
hours are lost in the traffic. | mean why can’t they work at night when business places
are closed, most people are home, the traffic is light. Why are they only working in the
day in the middle of the rush hour?

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Mr. President, your observation are quite noted.
Recently we have had conversations with the team in that area and it's for that same

reason that you indicate that it is creating a challenge. What we observed was that they
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were doing the cleaning during the day and then the collection takes place at night. So
with even doing the cleaning during the day but it is also creating an issue with the
traffic because of the debris that is placed close to the side of the road. So we have
observed and we are going to change the approach to ensure that we get the work
done effectively and also to keep the traffic moving as smoothly as possible. Thank you

very much for that, Mr. President.

(Senator Lewis and Senator Mc Queen put on their mikes at the same time)

Mr. President: Senator Lewis.

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: [I'll give way to her.

Mr. President: Senator Mc Queen.

Sen. the Hon. Shirley Mc Queen: Can | make a suggestion to Senator Cox?
You said the problem in Simon has been going on since after Hurricane Ivan. 1 just
wanted to suggest why is the work being done in the rainy season because you said
you been having problem; why wasn't it planned? You said it has been happening that
length of time. Why is it taking so many years and why are you doing work like this in

the rainy season where you have to stop?

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Mr. President, | am not sure if it's the St. John’s
River or the Simon. Simon? Simon is... the issue with the weather is not a challenge
for Simon but is more for the St. John’s River because of course the flooding. The
challenge with Simon is one in terms of input materials, a lot of high steel, H-beams are
going to be required for work on Simon and that have to be imported and because of
COVID that is where the challenge is going to be and what we are finding out is that the
longer we delay those projects, we are going to have cost implications. Cost is going

up, shipping, freight cost is going up and other costs are going up. So as such we do
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not want to delay this project any further because it is going to impact on us negatively
from a financial standpoint. So it's a little challenge. In terms of why it took so long, a
number of things, some of it | don’t know, | can’t tell you why this project takes so long.
In case of the St. John’s River it's a couple decades. One of the issues that | recall
when | investigated, when | started in Works was the first design that was done by
the.... the last one before this one that was done by... one of the designs was done by
a consultant that the bank engaged. When they submitted to the bank, the bank failed
the design. As such the project could not have been implemented. So those were one

of the challenges that we had. Thank you.

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: Thank you very much, Mr. President.
Through you Senator Cox, along the same issue of flooding and | know you spoke
about flooding in general but | thought it was important to make a plea once again for
the people of St. Andrew especially Grenville. The bus terminus, the slightest rain that
falls, the area is normally flooded out and it is difficult to use. | just wanted to put that
on record again to find out if there is anything... because | think sometime late last year,
earlier this year, the Leader of Government’s Business had made some announcements
along that line that it would be addressed but it is creating some challenges. So just

though you.

Mr. President: Senator Cox.

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Mr. President, while | didn’t report on the bus
terminus but | know the importance of it and it falls under my Ministerial responsibility, |
can report. The bus terminus has a couple challenges; one when the bus terminus was
constructed there was a gap between the types of materials in terms of the proximity to
the shoreline. So what we find happening is the materials that were used for the
windows, the doors, the locks, you don’t have sea blast there, you have sea spray. In
windy time, actually deposits of water falls on the town because of the proximity to the

shoreline. So that has destroyed all those items like the knobs, the door locks, the
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hinges, in some cases the windows in record time. So we are now sourcing more
specific items in terms of bronze whatever the case might be, stainless steel, that can
withstand that type of weather. So that’s the first issue, in terms of the booths not being
available to vendors, so that was the main challenge.

The second challenge has to do with the drainage. Now because of the
proximity to the shoreline the area is below sea level and the main drain from the town
of Grenville coming out to the shoreline is close by the area. That being said, whenever
you have high tide and you have heavy downpour because it is at the end of the course
line where the bus terminus is, it's being flooded very easy. So what we have done, our
engineers, we went in there. They are working on a design which is almost completed.
If I'm not mistaken it should be ready by now. We are going to install a drainage
network that will receive the water and then run it out quickly. But in terms of having
water coming in there, that might be something difficult for us to eliminate but we are
putting measures in place so that the water can run out much quicker than it is right
now.

Just to make the point, Mr. President, someone sent me a video a couple days
ago showing me a significant flooding in London, who could ever believe... Senator
Stiell spent a great deal of time in London. | just make the point to say that where you
have built structures and towns it’s very easy for those places to be flooded because of
that infrastructure congestion. So | make this point to say that when you have more
than normal precipitation, you are going to have anomalies because oftentimes the
infrastructural work is done for normal downpour, not for anything excessive like a storm
or hurricane in that regard. So those are the challenges that we have for those
structures that were currently existing. So the bus terminus, we are going to address
that. Also, there was an issue with the lighting, the same reason; the lights were there
before, now for now those lights, they broke, they fall down because of the proximity to
the coast line in terms of the sea blast, the sea spray and so we are currently redoing
those lights as well. So thank you very much for raising that question so | can bring an
update. Even my stakeholders which is the bus drivers they have a concern with that

and so we are working on that. | had some dialogue with them on it. Thank you very
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much, Mr. President.

Mr. President: Senator Mc Queen.

Sen. the Hon. Shirley Mc Queen: Senator Cox, if maybe you could make some
clarification for me that you said that the bus terminus that was built before it wasn’t built
properly. If you could please explain to me who will be paying for this new bus
terminus? And are the people that you give, do they have any guarantee, do they

guarantee their work?

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Thank you very much for clarification. It's not a
new bus terminus that is going to be built, just for clarity. The bus terminus was built
sometime a back to provide support for commuters; Grenville and the St. Patrick’s
persons coming to the town of Grenville. However, as | indicated in the scope of works,
there was an anomaly in terms of not looking at the proximity of the building to the
shoreline. As such, some of the inputs that they used could not withstand the weather
and the proximity the sea blast is sprayed. That contract has already concluded and as
such those works are now the responsibility of the Ministry of Infrastructure because we
have a responsibility to ensure that the facility is of acceptable standard for the users
and so we, the Ministry will be implementing those work. Mr. President, | hope this

helps clarify the issue of the work.

Sen. the Hon. Shirley Mc Queen: | will like to know what you have put in place

so we would have something solid?

Mr. President: One minute, yes.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: | would just suggest, Mr. President. | know it’s very
good for us to receive the level of questions but if | could suggest based on the time, the

schedule that we have, that if Members require further in depth information, please
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submit it in terms of written questions and we would be happy to provide much more
detailed responses to allow us to kind of proceed with our other Ministerial Statements

and we could get on with the main agenda.
Mr. President: Senator Mc Queen.
(Inaudible comments by Senator Mc Queen)
Mr. President: Senator Garraway.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Thank you very much, Mr. President. Mr.
President, | rise to just give a short update on some of the areas that | am responsible
to report on. On the 2™ of July, Grenada was placed under a Tropical Storm Watch as
you know the first Hurricane of the season, Tropical Storm Elsa upgraded to a hurricane
would have impacted the region and while we were under Tropical Storm Watch.... And
a Tropical Storm Watch simply states that within 48 hours, the area of concern is likely
to be impacted by storm like conditions so we were placed under the Tropical Storm
Watch.

The mandate of the agency of NADMA is to bring together the Council, the
National Emergency Advisory Council to look at what is before us and to make
recommendations to the policy makers as to how we should respond to the approaching
hazard. We would have done so and from the guidance of the Metrological Office, our
main strategic partner in this undertaking is that we are likely to have rain for about 2
hours and the precipitation will be mostly in the northern quadrant of the country, so St.
Patrick’s, Carriacou and Petite Martinique, most of the rain will fall there. 1 am happy to
report that the advisory that was given to us, the Met Office was actually spot on and
the guidance in terms of the rain for the period of time and as you would have realised
after midday the sun was out again.

The precipitation in the local St. George’s area and those areas that we said with

the advisory... the adverse weather advisory that we would have issued since the
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Thursday... sorry the Wednesday, those areas likely to experience flooding or those
areas that are so prone to flooding, you can expect to see flooding and we saw this. So
the River Road, the Westerhall, the Morne Rouge and so forth, we had some flooding in
those areas, but as we have been able to realise in terms of when we move around and
look at the impact it was not so much out of the ordinary. We had a lot of water | should
say, from the rain forecast that we've had or the precipitation forecast we would have
seen Clozier receiving the most amount of rain, just about 4 inches in that 2 hour period.
But all in all, Mr. President, | want to take this moment to commend the nationals, the
Grenadian people for one, respecting the advisories that were issued. Unlike August 1
in 2018, we saw folks out in canoes, makeshift rafts and so forth and moving in the
turbulent waters, be it in the Morne Rouge area and so forth. We didn’t see those
pictures this time around, so it means therefore that our people recognise that it is
dangerous. It is dangerous, one, to mingle in turbulent waters, because you don’t know
what will be obtained in those waters, and two, unlike 2018 when we saw people trying
to drive out, we didn’t see those pictures, but yes we had serious flooding. But | want to
commend again as I've said before the nationals for heeding the warnings and doing all
that they can to protect lives and livelihood. We are very early in the season, it is July,
we have at least four and a half months more in the season to go, and as we would
remember, the forecasters would have predicted an above-average season with
probably close to sixteen, eighteen named storms, eight 8 will likely develop to
hurricanes and four major hurricanes. We have to be ever mindful that with the weather
system and with forecasting, it's a forecast, things can change, so we just have to
ensure that we follow the science that is being given to us. Grenada has been fortunate
and we continue to be fortunate in terms of being able to spare the brunt or the wrath of
those cyclones, but we never know. We just continue to do what we got to do.

The second thing that | want to touch on and probably spend a little more time is
Ministry of Health. Now, Mr. President, we continue to be impacted and globally that is,
by the COVID-19 pandemic. The main issue at this point is people accepting the
vaccination that is out there to provide a level of protection from the illness that we're

seeing as a result of being infected with COVID and the resulting death for those who
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are not vaccinated. Just to, by way of reminder, in February of this year we had,
February we had the vaccine, the first set of vaccines. So we had access to vaccines in
February. In April we had access to testing locally, and we were way ahead of the
curve for a lot of countries in the region. Unfortunately though we have seen most of
those countries would have moved ahead of us in terms of the uptake in vaccines. And,
Mr. President, it is common knowledge that our people, | don’t know exactly, | can’t put
my hand on it to say exactly why there is a hesitancy, but our people are refusing to
take the vaccines in large measures. One, the school of thought is because of the
conspiracy theories that are out there; one, because of the theories, people are just
fearful. So you're fearful. What are you afraid of?

| listened to a video from Dr. Samir Gupta, a respirologist from the University of
Toronto, and | thought it was the best, in terms of trying to help people to understand
the vaccines and to get us to move away from the hesitancy. And | try to contextualise
it to our local setting and to repeat some of the things that he’s said, because | think
sometime fear of the unknown is what grips us and cause us to stay away. So let’s look
at the first four vaccines that were approved for use, and probably we’ll look at how they
work. So you had Pfizer and Moderna, these were the first two vaccines out of the gate,
both require two shots and both are mRNA vaccines. And | think that's where some
folks have the fear, the fear factor would have come up. So what is mMRNA? It's a
molecule that our cells use to produce protein. In this case they have built an mMRNA
that holds the code for the spike protein of the coronavirus. When that mRNA goes into
our cells, our cells read the code and produce the spike protein which then triggers our
immune system to make antibodies. In case one might be wondering what is mMRNA;
it's a type of genetic material, but it is not DNA like I've been hearing out there people
being fed. It is not DNA and it can’t do anything to alter your own DNA. So those are
the mRNA vaccines.

And one of the issues that I've been confronted with because people are fearful
is because they believe the vaccine will alter your DNA and basically man trying to
become God. When we understand what the vaccines are made up of, then we’ll

realise it's not so. So when we look at the AstraZeneca and the Janssen; what we are
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exposed to in Grenada is the AstraZeneca that came from Britain. It was developed in
Britain, China, sorry India is the one that would have, under the COVAX system we first
got from and now we’re getting from Italy. So the Astra vaccine requires two shots,
Janssen requires one. Both of these use what is called a viral vector. In other words
instead of using MRNA to get our bodies to make spike protein, they use a virus called
adenovirus. That adenovirus, it is harmless to us but it is designed to contain the same
coronavirus spike protein. When our immune system is exposed to that protein, it

creates antibodies that protect us from COVID-19 itself.

Mr. President: Senator Lewis. Just one second.

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: Mr. President, on a Point-of-Order | think,

and guide me. | just want to...

Mr. President: And the Point of Order is?

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: Is this a Ministerial Report or Statement

or? I'm trying to...

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Where is the Point of Order?

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: Well I'm trying to seek, well 'm...

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Mr. President... (Inaudible comments)

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: ... we’re under Ministerial...

Mr. President: We can’t have two Senators standing at the same time. So, well

is it a Point of Order you’re rising on Senator and if it is tell me, draw my attention to it.
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Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Okay, so, Mr. President, one might be

asking...

Mr. President: Senator Lewis. Yes.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: ...is vaccine safe?

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: Under relevancy, Mr. President, my

understanding...

Mr. President: What order? What number on the Order Paper? What number
in the Standing Orders?

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: | just missed the number but | know there

is relevance...

Mr. President: Hello...

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: | just missed the number but | know that
there is a Standing Order on relevance, so if can. So I'm addressing, there is
something on relevance and it just missed me. (Inaudible comments) 37, you know
we normally work together.

Mr. President: Yes | have 37.

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: No...

Mr. President: And this is applicable to what?
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Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: | was pointed to 37. I'm trying to find the
one on relevancy.

Mr. President: Hello...

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: I'm trying to find the Standing Order on
relevancy.

Mr. President: Yes, but you stand on a Point of... You stand on a Point of

Order, you have to be able to tell me...

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: Yes, | take this... (Inaudible comments)

Mr. President: ...what the order is. It's not me; | have no responsibility in...

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: | take that, | take that. It missed me

Mr. President: When you are, when you are, to be figurative, when you are
appropriately clad...

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: | take that.

Mr. President: ...then make your presentation.

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: | take it.

Mr. President: Senator Garraway could you...

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: | take it, Mr. President.
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Mr. President: ...continue. Yes.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Mr. President...

Mr. President: In other words, you ought not to venture in the public in the

nude.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: ...Mr. President, if only...

Mr. President: When you are appropriately clad, bring it to my attention.

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: | take it.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Mr. President, if only the Member would

have resisted the temptation to vain babble, he would not have experienced this.

Mr. President: Hello? Senator, excuse me?

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: The point is, as | was saying, Mr. President,
and we’re all looking, try to see the relevancy. I'm speaking on health and | was looking
at the hesitancy of people to take the vaccine and if there is a hesitancy, why. So I'm
trying to assist people to understand what the vaccine is. That was the issue here, but
see the relevancy. So the question is, Mr. President, one might be asking if the vaccine
is safe and we know that more than 600 million people in the world have taken the
vaccine. Yes there have been some, and it is expected about 1 in 10,000 people have
gotten serious allergic reactions and it is normal, but that does not and as the science
would have been saying to us, the allergic reactions and the few negative issues, the
benefit far outweighs those negatives. But besides this, we are at a state, Mr.
President, where, as it is right now, what the world has, as an antidote or a solution to

COVID-19 are a number of vaccines. Unless we are able to get something else, those
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who are trying to prevent people from getting this vaccine, probably in some other
jurisdiction they might be tried for treason, because there is nothing else that we have
available to help and as we have seen in some countries around the world, they are
experiencing their 3" wave. And those who are unvaccinated, we're seeing they are
the ones that are developing serious complication and dying. In Britain they've had a
wave two months ago of young people under 30 and it was kind of normal in the sense
that they were vaccinating people based on risk factor and the under 30, 30 and under,
they were not yet in the line-up to be vaccinated. And that wave broke out among that
age group, so what they had to do is to ensure that, that age group get vaccines to stem
the tide and we have seen that. So where there is a wave and people are vaccinated
you’re seeing less hospitalisation, less deaths, so unless we have something else, Mr.
President, to protect our people, for God’s sake, let's encourage people to do what is
best for them.

| am fearful of one fact, Mr. President, the BVI just about three weeks ago, was
sailing through like Grenada and like the blink of an eye, they are seeing mass infection
and community spread, and the country is reeling right now. We do not want this. We
are going into this period where historically for the last few years, is say Carnival
Season and people look forward to those times when they exhale. | look forward to hike
and so forth, but others look forward to go and gyrate, that is what we we’re seeing.
Yes, we're trying to ensure that we stop it, but it will happen, and my fear is like what
was experienced in 1918 when the Spanish Flu came. We're looking at back in the
United States and | heard the Leader of the Opposition would have related the story and
commend him for it. One person came off a boat and they had this Carnival like activity,
one person came out off a boat and who was infected with the Spanish Flu and the rest
is history, because there was mass infection. Our borders are porous and we have right

around this country, increasing rates of infection in Trinidad...
(Time bell rings)

Mr. President: You’re at your point of 20 minutes.

40



Sitting of the Senate
held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
on Wednesday, 14" July, 2021.

Ministerial Statements

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: So, Mr. President, | am, | would like to ask
back for the time that the Senator on the “Other Side” would have taken away from me.

Probably two minutes.

Mr. President: Okay, fine.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Thanks. (Laughter) Yes, so I'm fearful that
with right around us, Trinidad, St. Vincent, Barbados, with alarming rates of infection of
the COVID-19. We have seen a gentleman come from Trinidad into Petite Martinique,
Carriacou, Grenada, thank God he was not infected because he moved through and
then went into Call Centres and so forth on the Mainland. If he was infected, look at
what could have happened, my fear with this August holidays coming up, if one person
slip through the border Mr. President, and is infected and with what I'm seeing
happening right now with Carnival like activities Grenada could be in a bad state. And
where we have hesitancy to gets the jab, this is the fear. | will end by saying, Barbados
has just seen another spike and it pains me, because it is linked to a church activity. It's
linked to a church activity and Barbados is under serious raps right now because folks
went to the activity, didn’t follow the protocols and didn’t do the necessaries and we
have had an infection. Grenada, we have been spared by Almighty God so far, let's
continue to do what is right to help protect this country as the Government is doing what

it can to safeguard lives and livelihoods. Thank you. (Applause)

Mr. President: Thank you Senator Garraway.

Sen. the Hon. Shirley Mc Queen: Yes, sorry. Senator Garraway can | make a

suggestion? You said that...

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Sorry, ma’am no you can only ask

guestions, not suggestions.
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Sen. the Hon. Shirley Mc Queen: Okay. Can | ask you then, do you know the

history of our people, with the experiments in drugs that they have been...

Mr. President: You want to put that in a question...

Sen. the Hon. Shirley Mc Queen: | want to...

Mr. President: ...because that would lead to a debate.

Sen. the Hon. Shirley Mc Queen: | wanted to suggest...

Mr. President: | mean if he says no or yes then that leads to really a debate.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Allow me to answer.

Mr. President: | don’t think at his presentation... his presentation was not on
the...

Sen. the Hon. Shirley Mc Queen: Because he was saying he wanted to
understand why people were frightened of taking the vaccination, and | was going to
give him a suggestion of how maybe we can encourage people to take the vaccination.
Because | have taken it, but a lot of people | believe we have to go into our communities
and speak to people, rather than saying you know we can try people for treason if they
do not take it. So | was just trying to give him a suggestion of how we may be able to
do that.

Mr. President: But could | ask who was suggesting that someone would be tried

for treason for not taking the vaccine, where?

Sen. the Hon. Shirley Mc Queen: | assure you...
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Mr. President: Where would this emerge from?

Sen. the Hon. Shirley Mc Queen: I, he said so. He said so and | was... he said

SO...

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | humbly suggest, | think we’re going

off track here. Can we...

(Inaudible comments)

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: ...well I, let me offer my opinion please, Mr.
President. | believe we're going off, | believe we are going off track here. 1 think we
should concentrate on the substance of the Ministerial Statements. We’re already, it’s
not me to dictate the timeline of the proceedings but we have a lot to get through, Mr.
President.

Sen. the Hon. Shirley Mc Queen: But, Mr. President...

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: | believe if the Senator on the “Other Side” has
substantive questions to ask, we’re about to start a debate, | suggest she put it in
writing, Mr. President.

(Inaudible comments)

Mr. President: ...or not, but they’re entitled. We can’t say to them, you can’t ask

the question because we’re running out of time. That’s not how Parliament functions.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: I'm suggesting, it's not based on time, it's more

based on...
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Mr. President: Yes, but let me just...

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: ...the purpose of the...

Mr. President: ...let me, let me, let me...

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: ...Ministerial Statements

Mr. President: ...yes.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: ...and...

(Inaudible comments)

Mr. President: Well, let me just say, there is an item under... when we... the
adjournment. You can use the item of adjournment to make a number of suggestions
that you think may be appropriate or alternatively you can write the Senator and say
further to the meeting of the Senate when you gave your report, these are the
suggestions that | wish to make or you could submit a Motion where the matter could be
debated and it could be the recommendations can be made in the resolution part of the
Motion. Yes, yes but you know it’s... Yes, Senator Joseph.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Yes, Mr. President. Now based on what the
Honourable Senator said, the nation is not willing, especially the young people to be
vaccinated. We cannot moan and groan about this, we must come up with a plan and a
concrete plan...

(Inaudible comments by Mr. President)

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Yes, I'm coming to my question now.
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Mr. President: Are you asking him a question?

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Yes, I'm coming to the question right now.

Mr. President: So then come to the question. You cannot be using this for the
purpose of debate.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Yes, let me just...

Mr. President: You either ask the question, but if you're going to have all these

preludes, it then meets... (Inaudible comments)

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Okay now...

Mr. President: (Inaudible comments) ... if you have a question to the Senator,
could you just put the question and he will determine whether or not he’s in a position to

answer it.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Okay, Mr. President, let me pose my question.
The question is, what is the Government’s plan, in relation to motivating and
encouraging people to come forward? What is their plan to come forward to be
vaccinated? What is their plan?

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Mr. President, firstly | want to welcome
again the new Senator Mc Queen and | heard your passion and so forth, and Mr.
Joseph I’'m hearing your passion as well. These are very broad based questions that
are being proposed. | will suggest, in order for | to do justice, because | have to report
back to the nation, it should come as a formal question, so | can do the necessary
research and provide the information. As you very well know, | am not the Minister of

Health. Thank you very much.
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Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Thank you, Mr. President, and it's a question.
I's a question that was burning me since last night, and Senator Garraway sort of
caused it to come out. It's a simple question on the issue of hesitancy and you ask
yourself the same question but you didn’t give the answer of why? And so my question
is, has the Government conducted any form of research to give us information in terms
of the hesitancy, maybe by age strata, by socio-economic, by demographics? Has

there been any form of research that was done or will be? Thank you.

Mr. President: Senator Williams.

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Mr. President, | rise on a Point-of-Order,
specifically Standing Order 16 - Nature of Questions. That's 16 (3): “Where there is no
Minister in the Senate who is exclusively responsible for the matter forming the
subject of a question, such question may be put to the Leader of Government’s
Business in the Senate.” So as Minister Garraway is not the Minister exclusively
responsible for Health according to the Standing Orders, those questions should not be

put to him but to the Leader of Government’s Business.

Mr. President: Yes and no, in the sense that he made it, he’s being
questioned... the question that arises is from his Ministerial Statement. Now if he’s not
in a position to answer, he says so, and then the question will have to be directed to, in
a written form, because the Leader of Government’s Business himself is not the Minister

for Health. Yes?

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Mr. President, | just want to say thanks to
my fellow Senator on the “Other Side” for the question, and we’re dealing with health
and we all are aware that proper healthcare, a good healthcare is one of the main
tenets on which a strong economy is built on. So obviously we want to ensure that we
do everything to ensure that we have good healthcare within the State. As it relates to

the question, | am not in a position to report at this point that there would have been a
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wide scale research or so but I'll be more than happy to relate or report back to this

Honourable House, the findings. But | will ask...

Mr. President: No, just let me say Senator Garraway. Because of your initial
position, yes, you are not the Minister in charge, you are not seized of the information,
the Senator who asked the question will now have to put that in writing.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Yes.

Mr. President: And he can’t put the question to you because you have no

Ministerial responsibility...

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Exactly.

Mr. President: ...for thatt He now has to put that to the Leader of

Government’s...

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Exactly.

Mr. President: ...Business and | think that handles that.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Thank you very much. That’s exactly...

Mr. President: Senator St. Clair you understand? You've asked the... on his
report on Ministerial Statement, you asked him a question which he does not have the
answer for. If you wish to pursue this matter you will now have to put a request in
respect of your question in writing but you cannot direct that question to Senator
Garraway because he has no Ministerial responsibility for this. And the rules clearly
states where there is no Ministerial responsibility in section 3, the matter has to be

referred to the Leader of Government’s Business. So that question which you asked
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submit a written question but direct it to Senator Stiell, the Leader of Government’s

Business. We understand the procedure received?

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Yes, Mr. President, | understand but | am

worried.

Mr. President: You’re worried?

Sen. the Hon Roderick St. Clair: Yes | am worried as to what extent the
Senator making Ministerial Statements... where is that mark beyond which he would not

able to answer?

Mr. President: Neither you nor | can know that until you pose a question and he

gives you a response.

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Ok. | understand.

Mr. President: So you may not be happy with the response but this is what it is.

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Understood.

Mr. President: And in all fairness to him, he would not know what in the
statement that he has made would give rise to a question. He doesn’t know, | wouldn’t
know, no one knows until somebody formulates a question. So he can’t come prepared

to answer any question that may conceivably be asked. Good, so...

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Without an argument, Mr. President. A

guestion on whether or not the Government has researched...
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Mr. President: No, no Senator. No, no, no. No, no, no, no, no Senator. | think

we have cleared this up and we need to proceed, yes? Now we’re getting into a debate

and you’re debating with the Chair and that’s not allowable. Yes, Senator Lewis.

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: Thank you very much, Mr. President, and |
am always impressed and glad and | am fully confident that the President will take
charge. Although | was wondering a bit when the Leader of Government’s Business

didn’t seem to go along in that direction.

Mr. President: What is this?

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: No

Mr. President: Are you asking a question?

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: | am asking a question now.

Mr. President: Well let’'s get onto the question. You're setting up a debate and

you know | would not allow that.

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: | am about to ask a question and | hope |
will not be accused or be impossible charged for treason as said by the Minister. You
did not report on this matter but | think it is important to find out. Coming out of the July
2...

Mr. President: Senator, if he did not report on the matter, how are you
formulating a question to him? You begin by saying he did not report, yet you are

questioning. The rules don'’t allow that Senator please.

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: So permit me on the report on the incident
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of July 2, in terms of the warning on the storm surge, what can be done to mitigate or
reduce the level of confusion that resulted in relation to the students travelling to school

and having to be faced with not being shown what to do?

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Thank you very much, Mr. President. Fair
question and I... (Inaudible comments) Mr. President, as it relates to mitigating
against the effects of hazards, it's one of the things that we pride ourselves in doing at
the National Disaster Management Agency of course with support from our partners.
So on the Wednesday prior to the event on the Friday, we were advised there is going
to be an issue of an adverse weather bulletin. An adverse weather bulletin gives
gualified information as to one, the level of precipitation, some of the areas that is most
likely and then the qualifying warning; areas that is so prone to flood should expect
flooding.

At our emergency management meeting, we looked at this and dissected the
information that was presented and all the technical people there looked at it and we
had to make decisions based on the information that is given. Albeit, quite a lot of rain
was expected more in the north of the Island, yes we got some of them. The issue as it
relates to flooding and we said so, areas so prone, so like the River Road and the
Morne Rouge and so forth, how can we mitigate against this by providing information?
So we provide information to the general public very early and like we know in the past,
parents decide well the rain is very heavy and because of the ravine in our area, we're
going to keep the child home today. That has been the norm throughout our history and
we have provided the information very early so those information could have been
made and that is the mitigating factor that we thought and we know has worked and will
continue to work when we provide qualified information to our people, they make the
decisions. Thanks.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. President, | would
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like to provide this Honourable House with an update on Ministerial areas I'm directly
responsible for, but I'll also speak and give a couple of updates under education and
fisheries. So starting with the Ministry of Climate Resilience and the Environment; an
update first of all on some of the challenges that Solid Waste has been experiencing
with the Perseverance Dump and Landfill Site. Over the course of this year, there have
been three major fires at the Perseverance site; the first and the most significant, that
fire started the middle of last year and was successfully tackled at the beginning of this
year. That extensive fire is due to the build-up of methane within the old dump site, it's
a site that was constructed many decades ago. The mechanisms for dealing with
venting etcetera do not exist at that site and with the build-up of methane over time it is
liable for fires to start through spontaneous combustion. So, significant resources have
been spent over the course of the year to address that. Somewhere in the region of
$30,000.00 has been spent, whether it is providing additional access so firefighters are
able to access those areas of the site, whether the hotspots, waterlines down to Halifax
Bay, to keep the area dowsed to control that fire. But as | said, with significant
resources spent, efforts spent with the hazards that are associated with that, that issue
has been brought under control.

There have been two subsequent fires in the months of June and this month,
those two it's suspected that there is human activity that was involved in starting those
fires. The Royal Grenada Police Force are investigating that but there are again
considerable resources in containing that. So the history as | said is that the
construction of that site has perpetuated these issues. The solution that has been put
forward and through support through the Caribbean Development Bank, a $12m project,
an Integrated Solid Waste Management Project which is the two elements to it. One is
the construction of a new sanitary landfill site, constructed to modern standards which
will eliminate the problems that we’ve experienced with the old dump site. That project
is well on the way and that new sanitary landfill site will be commissioned in August of
this year. So that leads to the second part which is the closing and capping of the
problematic dump site where there is co-mingling of garbage and there resources have

been secured again through the Caribbean Development Bank at a cost of $3.3m and
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work will start in capping that and closing that site so the problems that we have
experienced and been experiencing historically will be eliminated.

On a second point, again under Climate Resilience and this speaks to Senator
Cox and Senator Garraway in terms of speaking to the impacts of climate change,
whether it's the impacts of climate change on our infrastructure, whether it is through
flooding, extreme weather patterns, whether it's hurricanes, whether it is sea level rise,
the vulnerabilities of our coastal communities etc. Climate change is having a
significant impact, not just us here in Grenada but globally. Mr. President, there is a
major conference that takes place at the end of this year COP26, a conference of the
parties which will be held in Glasgow. This is the first major climate negotiations coming
out of the Paris Agreement that was signed in 2015 and over this last period those
negotiations were delayed, postponed by the year because of COVID and for some the
issues of climate change and the resources, international resources and support that is
required to tackle climate change are being overshadowed by the impacts of the COVID
pandemic.

The realities are climate change is with us, climate change and the effects of
climate change regardless if we're able to manage the rise in global temperature. This
global challenge to maintain the global temperature increases to that magic number of
1.5 degrees Celsius which is the heart of those climate negotiations and the global effort
that is required to ensure that, that takes place.

Preparation for this conference has been ongoing, there is a UK Ministerial
meeting that will be held next month, Grenada is one of the handful of countries that has
been invited to partake in that. Grenada will be playing a very active role in the lead up
to and those negotiations themselves, comparing of developed and developing nations
to focus on specific work areas. And whether that is the area of ambition which includes
the updating of the Nationally Determined Contributions, this is the measures every
country in the world has a responsibility to develop which looks at the measures to
mitigate greenhouse gas emissions which is at the heart of maintaining and addressing
the rise in global temperatures. Whether it's the issue of finance, Senator Cox spoke of

the cost, the activities that are taking place within the Ministry of Implementation. The

52



Sitting of the Senate
held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
on Wednesday, 14" July, 2021.

Ministerial Statements

work that needs to be done with regard to our infrastructure whether that is our roads,
whether it's our sea defences, our public infrastructure but the need for global financing
to enable countries such as Grenada to access the necessary financial resources to
protect ourselves against climate change. And one of the major outcomes from COP26
will be securing this global commitment for developed nations to make available $100b
per year to finance climate adaptation and mitigation measures within developing
countries.

The whole issue of loss and damage, how developing nations which contribute
the least to climate change but are the most impacted, again mechanisms to receive
support there. And then finally what they called the Paris Rulebook, the global rules
that will be used to provide transparency to the actions of especially those heavy
emitting countries in terms of monitoring their greenhouse gas emissions and how
they’re going to reduce those over time to meet the net zero targets that we are all
working to. And | just want to recognise once again the work of two of our climate
negotiators Leon Charles and Spencer Thomas who over the years have to their
technical input in these fora, have certainly put Grenada on the map in terms of our
credibility as advocates in the international work in climate change and climate
representation.

Mr. President, another initiative that is taking place within the Ministry of Climate
Resilience is a project with UNDP which is looking at the role of technologies, looking at
the role of information digitisation in building greater resilience and that is both at a
physical level, economic level and a social level. And a detailed study has taken place,
an inventory of all of the technology related digitisation related projects and
programmes both within Government and the Private Sector looking at how those
programmes, how they could be more of an overarching approach in terms of a vision
for Grenada to evolve as a smart small State. How we can use technology, how we can
use those resources that are available there to build greater and greater resilience. And
coming out of that project, opportunities for additional funding in the technology area
whether that is for Tourism, whether it's Agriculture, Health, Education and capacity-

building, Fisheries but the work that is taking place as part of this programme should

53



Sitting of the Senate
held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
on Wednesday, 14" July, 2021.

Ministerial Statements

open doors for additional financing in some of these areas.

Mr. President, moving onto education, | just want to quickly touch on and mention
the completion of the CPEA assessment for 2021 and for all of our students who
successfully attained the results required for their progression on to Secondary School.
| wish to recognise the work of students certainly, principals, teachers, parents and the
private tutors involved in this and what was significant about this year's CPEA
assessment, last year because of the disruption through the pandemic only a part of the
assessment was able to have been carried out as per previous years. But in this year’s
assessment both the internal and external components of those exams were
successfully executed. So again congratulations to our teachers and our principals and
the Ministry of Education for enabling that to happen. And then wishing all of our
students who are currently sitting their CSEC exams, this is a very stressful time for
students, teachers and parents alike and | simply want to wish all of our students the
very best.

From September of this year, Mr. President, every school in Grenada, not just
the denominational schools which currently receive the support of a dedicated manager
and spiritual leader to assist in the administrative, the administration of those schools,
providing support to the principals, that capacity, that additional resource manager will
now be extended to all non-denominational schools. So this ensures that this additional
support ensures the principals are able to focus more on the teaching, learning
experience rather than on the administrative side. So this will bring great relief to the
administration of all of our Secondary schools, Mr. President.

Moving onto Fisheries, just to report on the area of training for our fishers and the
Fishing Sector through the SAEP project, that's the Climate Smart Agriculture Project,
training has been provided for producers, whether it is in fish processing, fish handling,
seamoss cultivation, seamoss processing. And seamoss is one area that there is great
domestic and regional demand in addition to international demand for seamoss related
products. And as part of that project, investment would be made in solar dryers for the
corning of fish and for the drying of seamoss, so helping the sector in terms of that agro-

processing component. The final point, Mr. President, is the area of airlift which has
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been a challenge for not just our fish exporters but also our agricultural produce
exporters and there have been challenges over this period with inconsistent flights
through Amerijet, discussions are taking place in terms of how that can be addressed in
the interim working with fish exporters. The arrangements have been made in terms of
chartered flights which have been organised by our fish exporters but this is proving to
be unsustainable in terms of high cost but work is continuing both within the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Civil Aviation in terms of looking at longer, more sustainable
options and I'll continue to update the House as progress is made there. And, Mr.
President, on that note I'll end my Ministerial Statement. Thank you.
Mr. President: Senator De Allie.

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Thank you, Mr. President. | have one
guestion for the Leader of Government’s Business on the environmental issues and the
sea level rises and to find out if in his many projects that they are conceiving through
the various funding agency, if the Carenage is an area of priority understanding what
sea level rises and the porosity of that particular Carenage now and the urgency of
getting some work done there to secure it as well as create a new area for walk and so

on.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Yes, thank you, Mr. President. The answer to that
question is yes. So as part of the Climate Smart Cities Project which has been
supported by the Green Climate Fund and technical support from New York University,
a concept has been developed, work is taking place in terms of projections, in terms of
the level of sea level rise over the next 30 year period. It's showing that there is
significant threat, we are already seeing it in terms of some of the lunar activities, high
low tide, we are seeing the impacts there, let alone if there was a storm surge. So work
is taking place not just on the Carenage, Grand Anse and other vulnerable coastal

areas but a conceptual plan is being developed in terms of what can be done that will
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provide both protection to the onshore properties, providing a barrier to sea level rise
but how that can actually be constructed in a way that will also enhance the Carenage.
And the concept is to create a promenade along the Carenage so that it protects all of
those onshore assets but it is also a tourism enhancement feature that brings significant
value to the area. So right now it is simply in concept stage, the next stage is to
approach the Green Climate Fund and other funding agencies in terms of the resources

that are required to turn it to a concept into a reality.

Mr. President: Thank you, Senator Stiell. Senator Mc Queen.

Sen. the Hon. Shirley Mc Queen: Senator Stiell, can | ask a question please?
You said that...

Mr. President: Permission to ask a question is directed to me not to Senator

Stiell. 1 am the one who determines.

Sen. the Hon. Shirley Mc Queen: Ok. Sorry. Senator Stiell has said they have
bought solar equipment for the seamoss and fish, etcetera. | will like to ask, have they
got market when those entrepreneurs produce their item, can they get rid of it?

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: The market is there, Mr. President, but if you want

further details | would be happy to respond to that in a written question.

Sen. the Hon. Shirley Mc Queen: Mr. President.

Mr. President: Sure.

Sen. the Hon. Shirley Mc Queen: Mr. President, my first day here but it seems
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like everything we have to write. | will be writing for a very long time. Thank you.

Mr. President: Well that would be part of your responsibility once you assume

the office as a Member of the Senate. Senator Joseph.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Senator Stiell, the Resource Managers, would
they be receiving remuneration? The Resource Managers for the schools, the
Resource Managers, would they be receiving a remuneration, that's one. And
secondly, the appointments, would they be made by the Public Service Commission?
Thank you.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Again, Mr. President, happy to put that in writing
and through the Ministry of Education provide full details. | do not have that information
at hand.

Mr. President: Be guided accordingly Senator Joseph. Any other Ministerial
Statements? If there are none, what do we do? We probably could proceed; one
second.

(President converse with the Clerk in private)

Ag. Clerk Assistant: Item 8 - Presentation of Papers and Reports from Select

Committees.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | beg to move that the following
Report be laid on the Table: Grenada Development Bank Annual Report 2020 (GDB).
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Mr. President: Honourable Members, it is now ordered that the Grenada
Development Bank Annual Report 2020 be now so laid. (Sound of Gavel) The said
Report is laid on the Table.

Again for the benefit of Senator Mc Queen, these reports you're expected to
study them and you can either frame questions out of the reports or you can frame a
Motion as the case might be, yes, out of these reports, yes. So by laying them on the
table, it doesn’t end there. And this is why | forewarned you that although the Senate
doesn’t meet every day, not necessarily every week, the amount of work that is required

to adequately carry out with effect your Senatorial duties, can be quite extensive.

Ag. Clerk Assistant: Item 9 - Petitions.
Item 10 - Government Notices.
Item 11 - Unofficial Notices.
Item 12 - Questions.

Mr. President: We do not have St. Cyr here. | am not aware whether or not she
has charged anybody with the responsibility for asking the questions for her. So I know
that you have responses, but she’s not here. So what | will do, | will stand down all her
guestions until the next Sitting of the Parliament. And if you already have the answers
you just present them then. But she’s not here to pose the question standing in her
name, nor to ask any supplementals. So | would stand the questions down. Clerk can
you be so advised, that all questions in the name of Senator the Honourable Tessa

Alexander St. Cyr be set down until the next sitting of the House.

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Thank you very much, Mr. President.

Mr. President: Senator St. Clair.
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Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: So the question to the Leader of
Government’s Business relates to the Praedial Larceny Fund. And the question would
have read: Is the Praedial Larceny Fund set out in section 17 of the Praedial Larceny
Act, No. 5 of 2005 in existence and operational?

So yes, Mr. President, we had an answer. We had an answer that came in, well |
saw it this morning, right, so. The answer says: No, it is not. Okay.

And then there was another part of the question that speaks: If the fund does not
exist, then provide an explanation for this deviation. So the answer that was provided,
or the response that was provided is that the Praedial Larceny Act is extensive and the
process of enacting all the elements of the Act is on-going. The recent establishment of
the Praedial Larceny Unit is to improve the administration and implementation of the
Act.

And of course the next question said: If the Fund is existent and operational,
then. And the answer says: The Praedial Larceny Fund is yet to be established.

Mr. President, | know this is the answer, that a response that is provided, if | can

comment.

Mr. President: (Inaudible comments) ...observations by the Clerk. Yes,

Senator St. Clair.

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Mr. President, my concern is about the

responses, because...

Mr. President: Yes but, again we are, you're engaging in a debate. You have a

supplemental question you wish to ask?

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Well | could ask a supplemental question,

and maybe | can do that verbally, if | could do that.

Mr. President: Yes, you can ask a supplemental question.

59



Sitting of the Senate
held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
on Wednesday, 14" July, 2021.

Questions

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: So the question is: Bearing in mind that this
Act, this Praedial Larceny Act was established in 2015, sorry 2005, to set up a fund and
we are in 2021, based on the response provided, what has taken us so long in having

this fund established? That is the question, Mr. President.
Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, again, once again, I'm not the

Minister responsible for Agriculture, but I'll be happy to receive a written question and...

Mr. President: One second. Senator, the rules are clear, we can’t have two
Senators standing at the same time. So if when you are standing you direct a question,
once the person to whom, the Senator to whom you have directed the question gets on
his feet, you automatically have to take your chair. Yes Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Yes, Mr. President. So I'll be happy to receive in
my name the questions, the follow-up questions and | will direct those to the Ministry of
Agriculture, the Minister for Agriculture who would be able to provide a detailed

response.
Mr. President: Senator St. Clair.

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: So, Mr. President, that took us to the end of
that question. There are two other questions that were unanswered. | know they were
submitted sometime around the 28™ of June and | am not too sure the specific. | may
have seen it sometime in terms of the time frame to respond to a question. The
questions specifically had to deal with that matter that we had to do temporary
withdrawing in our last Sitting as it relates to the issue of corporate plans which should
be available since in November thereabout when the budget was being prepared.

Because the budget, national budget is based on those plans, and... (inaudible
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comments) ...oh sorry. Okay sorry | have it here, okay. Okay, so the question, thank
you Members, the question to the Leader of Government’s Business on the requirement
for every Ministry and Department to prepare work plans as is required by Division 4,
Clause 16 (3) of the Public Finance Act Regulations of 2015. And the question starts,
are work plans in the form required by the Public Finance Act Regulation 2015, section
16 (3) available for the following Ministries and their related Departments: Ministry of
Agriculture, Ministry of Lands, Ministry of Fisheries and b, provide copy of the work
plans that are available for each Ministry and their related Departments as identified
below:

1. Agriculture

2. Lands

3. Fisheries

And the third part of the question says: As is required by section 16 (5) (c) of the
Public Finance Act Regulations of 2015, provide the Uniform Resource Locators. We
know it as URLs in Computer Science, for the Corporate Plan for each of the Ministries

and their related Departments identified below:

1. Ministries of Agriculture
2. Lands, and
3. Fisheries

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Yes, thank you, Mr. President. Those questions,
they’re on the Order Paper, we received them last week. They’ve been circulated to the
relevant Ministries and responses are being prepared and we should be able to present

them at the next Sitting.

Mr. President: Senator St. Cyr, St. Clair sorry.
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Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: | guess, Mr. President, | cannot debate this

right.

Mr. President: Well he said the... | mean he was very succinct in his response.

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Okay.

Mr. President: He received the questions last week, he has fanned the question
out to the relevant Ministries and he’s awaiting a response. As he speaks now, he
doesn’t have the response but he is fairly confident that he would be able to provide that
response by the next Sitting. | don’t know what debate we can have on that. | mean

that’s the state of play.

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Well, Mr. President, this document that |
request drives the budget preparation and for us to have a budget, we must have this
document. So the question may arise as to where is this document that it's not readily
available? So that's all ’'m commenting on this.

So the third question asked, question to the Leader of Government’s Business on
Scholarships awarded to Grenadians in the field of Agriculture and Fisheries and their
related fields over the past 10 years at the Bachelors, Masters, PhD and Post-Doctoral
levels. And it reads part a, provide the number of Scholarships in Agriculture and its
related fields by the following criteria in the table below by year for the past 10 years.
And there are some heading: Year, Field of Agriculture, Degree Levels, Number of
Scholarships, Completed, Returned, so whether they completed and returned and
working in Agriculture, whether they have completed and returned but not working in
Agriculture, continuing to complete studies, continuing advanced studies. And for
purposes, we have done similar headings for Fisheries, so that it's separate. Okay, so |
wouldn’t go into that detail, that's b. And then c asked the question: Provide total
number of Scholarships by year, field of study and degree level for the past 10 years in

the table below. And it relates to the same Fisheries and Agriculture. Thank you.
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Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Yes, once again, Mr. President, the questions were
received last week. They’ve been forwarded to the relevant Ministries and as soon as
we get a response, which should be between now and the next sitting, we’ll be happy to

present the answers.

Mr. President: Yes. Senator St. Clair, let me just suggest that you don’t have to
wait until the Senate sits to pursue your question. You can write the Minister for
Agriculture and say well look, | have submitted questions through the Senate but in the
meantime | will be happy to receive a response as to (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g). |
mean you can do this, you’re not constrained as a Member of the House to just asking
guestions in the House. | mean you can follow up a matter by writing the Minister, just
as any citizen can write his Parliamentary Representative on any question that a citizen
may contemplate. So you don’t have to wait until you get here, you know. So it’s just a
suggestion in terms of the things that you may wish to consider how you would do, what
you have to do. Because remember when you put a question, especially to the Leader
of Government’s Business or to any Minister sitting here in the House, who sits as a
Parliamentarian but has executive responsibilities, remember that the Minister himself
don’t go looking for the answers you know. The Minister who has ministerial
responsibility in the Cabinet, submit those questions to the Permanent Secretary or
someone designated by the Permanent Secretary to receive them, to get those
responses. And he is relying on the responses coming to him from public officers. Yes
and while he has responsibility for the answers, because he must ensure that the
answers that he get are accurate from the public officers, he has to, you know, he
(laughter) has to rely on that system. | mean | know the frustration, because | went
through that for 23+ years. You know you’re just not getting answers. | remember on
one occasion, | wonder if Senator De Allie served with me when we were on the Public
Accounts Committee. We threatened to come with a Motion to hold public officers in

contempt. Public officers were just refusing, in fact one public officer just said he’s not
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coming to the Public Accounts Committee Meeting, carte blanche. This is a public
officer, paid out of the public’s purse, challenging the Senate that he is not coming to
this meeting. (Laughter) So | understand your frustration, but | could assure that your
frustration is not a new discovery. (Laughter) Yes, so you could engage, you could
also ask the Permanent Secretary, you know etcetera, yes. Okay, just by way of advice
yes.

Honourable Members it's now 1 o’clock. The Clerk advises me that lunches are
ready and available. | don’t want to go into Bills, well we have Personal Explanations
and we have Motions. | don’t want to start that and then have to break for lunch. So I'm
suggesting that we adjourn for lunch for 1 hour and be back here at 2 o’clock. Yes? So
Honourable Members this House now stands adjourned for lunch and resumes promptly

at2 p.m.

Senate adjourns for lunch at 12:57 p.m.

Senate resumes at 1:59 p.m.

Ag. Clerk Assistant: Item 13 - Personal Explanations.
Item 14 - Motions.
Item 15 - Bills.

Mr. President: One second please.
Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, we’re doing the Bills first, yes.
You're ready for me? Okay, Bills.

Mr. President, | beg to move for the first reading, a Bill for an Act shortly entitled
the COVID-19 Cancellation of Carnival August Celebrations Bill, 2021.
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Clerk: A Bill which seeks to cancel the Carnival August celebrations for the year
2021, and recognition of those days as Bank Holidays, shortly entitled COVID-19

Cancellation of Carnival August Celebrations Bill, 2021.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | beg to move that the relevant
Standing Order of the Senate be suspended to enable the Bill to be taken through all its

stages at this sitting.

Question put and agreed to.
Relevant Standing Order suspended.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | beg to move the second reading of
this Bill. Mr. President, the Bank Holidays Act makes the following provision that “The
second Monday in August and from noon the following day are referred to as
Carnival August Celebrations.” And it's also customary for the Governor General by
Proclamation to declare that the Tuesday morning is also a Bank Holiday. So the two
days, Mr. President, the Monday and the Tuesday observed as Bank Holidays. This Bill
therefore seeks to cancel the Carnival August Celebration for this year 2021, in addition
to removing the recognition of Monday the 9™ and Tuesday the 10" of August as Bank
Holidays. Since we’re not amending the Bank Holidays Act itself, only amending how it
applies to this, if no further action is taken in 2022, then Carnival August Celebrations
will be considered as a Bank Holiday in accordance with the Act.

Mr. President, what we’re doing here today is not novel. Although unpopular for
some but necessary for all, we passed exactly the same Bill last year. And it's yet
another measure the Government is taking to curtail the spread of COVID-19 and to
protect lives and livelihoods. The threat of COVID-19 is still very real; it's as great as it’s
ever been, if not greater. Global infection rates stands at one hundred and eighty-eight
million, with four million deaths globally and with the rapid spread of this new Delta
variant, which is far more contagious and the symptoms more severe than those strains

that have gone before it, the Delta variant is now the dominant strain, in terms of new
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infection rates, so this is a significant concern. What is also a major concern for us here
in Grenada, is seeing what is happening right on our doorsteps, to our South, Trinidad,
35,000 infections and rising, approaching a thousand deaths, Mr. President. In
Barbados, their recent spike and them having to increase the restrictions in order to try
to contain the spread that they’re seeing there. We're seeing increasing cases in St.
Vincent, in St. Lucia, in Antigua, St. Kitts, Mr. President. St. Kitts with even tighter
restrictions than we have in place here in Grenada, up until recently had the lowest
infection rates within the region. But then literally overnight all, all of that has changed.

British Virgin Islands, again a similar thing, literally overnight an increase to 900
cases and their infection rate doubling literally on a daily basis. But when we look at
where we are here in Grenada with 163 cases, one death, one active case, we cannot
take any comfort from that. So what we’re seeing in terms of the relative low cases
here, has given many of us a false sense of security in thinking that this pandemic will
not reach our shores. Government has performed well in containing things, so that we
are able to stand where we are today, but where we are today is absolutely no
indication of where we’re going to be tomorrow. Again, look at what's happening all
around us. Government has done all it has been doing, through regulations, through
the protocols, whether that is the curfew, the mandatory wearing of face masks, social
distancing, quarantining, test and trace, and now since February, the most effective
method that is available to us in terms of managing this pandemic, the rollout of the
vaccine nationally. And from the end of this month, we have declared that all non-
nationals entering the State of Grenada will have to be fully vaccinated in order to enter.
And these are all methods that we have, tools that we have to keep our people safe.

Mr. President, max vaccination is scientifically proven to be the most effective
way of controlling this disease, protecting lives and is the path, the only path for us to
return to some form of normalcy. Scientifically proven, vaccination is scientifically
proven to provide high levels of protection even from the Delta variant for those who are
fully vaccinated. It's scientifically proven to slow down the spread of the disease,
significantly lowers, so for those who are vaccinated, who do get infected, the

symptoms are far less severe. There are fewer cases of hospitalisation and fewer
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deaths. Mr. President, to date somewhere in the region of 3.5 billion doses of the
vaccine have been administered worldwide, and there is no scientific evidence to show
that the adverse effects, the side effects of the COVID-19 vaccine are any greater than
any other form of vaccination. Mr. President, the evidence is there and those that say
that this is some sort of experiment, experimenting and they want to wait and see how
people are reacting, 3.5 billion doses have been administered to date and | believe in
terms of double doses, that number is close to a billion persons.

Mr. President, those countries such as the United States, the UK who have
started to lift restrictions, who are starting on that path of getting back to some level of
normalcy are able to do so because of their high vaccination rates. So persons are able
to socialise, persons are able to mingle more freely because of the high levels of
vaccination. And as | said, having a significant portion of your population vaccinated,
the spread will slow, infection rates will slow and those who do become infected do not
suffer the extreme symptoms and need for the intense care that we saw before
vaccines were available. Despite the talk of a third wave, in some of these other
developed economies, again, because of the high level of vaccination rates, the
concerns they had pre-vaccination have been lightened with the caveat, there are still
risks involved.

However, Mr. President, for us here in Grenada as | said we are taking so much
for granted, many of us are taking false comfort insofar as our low infection rate here.
The vaccine rollout is proving to be a challenge. Something like 20,000 doses, first
doses have been administered and just under 15,000 second doses have been
administered. And this is despite the best efforts of Government and it takes more than
just the efforts of Government to succeed here. Also, Mr. President, many of us are
flouting the protocols; there are social gatherings, people not wearing their masks,
people not doing those very things that we put in place to protect them. So, Mr.
President, the reality of what we face here in Grenada is if we continue along the path
that we are venturing down, it is just a matter of time before what we’re seeing to
ourselves, to the east, to the north of us will be replicated right here in Grenada, just

look around us, Mr. President. Mr. President, we’re not as collectively doing all of those
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things that we ought to be doing, so this piece of legislation that is presented before us
which is to cancel this year’s carnival and the associated two-day Bank Holiday is
necessary. If we were to move ahead with the celebrations, there were mass
gatherings, we know... history tells us precisely what will happen; it will be reckless, it
will be irresponsible of us as a Government if we were to allow this to happen. And for
those that say cancel carnival but let's keep the Bank Holiday, that too will send the
wrong message. We know how sociable we are, we know the pent up energy that exist
especially amongst our youth. So if we were to cancel carnival but not the Bank
Holiday, we know our people will still play mass, Mr. President. The risks of a major
outbreak are high, so what we are trying to do, Mr. President, is unpopular but we know
it is the right thing to do. As leaders we have to do what is right not what is popular.
We would never be forgiven as a Government if we were not to take this step and two
or three days of revelry will be paid for at the cost of lives.

Mr. President, | just want to kind of just set a scene as to what could be before
us. | came across this article and it was a report from a doctor in South Africa, a very
long way away from where we are but the story told whether it's South Africa, the United
Kingdom, the US, across Europe in terms of what they have experienced in the past.
What South Africa is experiencing right now, what Trinidad is experiencing right now,
others are experiencing right now. When the wealthiest of countries with all of their
resources cannot manage from a health perspective in terms of providing the level of
care that is required for a mass outbreak, when the wealthiest countries cannot find the
resources to do it, what about the poorest? So this, Mr. President, he wrote, “patients
are crammed into every corner of the hospital’s emergency room ward. They lie
on beds and gurneys or sit slumped in wheelchairs. Many suck on oxygen but
nobody talks. Some die whilst they are waiting for a bed. On the worst nights
medics in one hospital must turn away ambulances carrying COVID-19 patients.
It’s devastating, it’s soul destroying. We are trained to save lives but you revert
to that wartime mentality. You revert to becoming numb, you revert to becoming
blunted as a senior doctor at a major public hospital,” he said. “Patients are

being brought in in cars with desperately ill patients who have been turned away
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from other hospitals with no beds. Doctors describe a system beyond its
breaking point with insufficient beds and barely enough oxygen. Sometimes the
only time a bed opens is when a patient dies. There are patients that are dying
while they are waiting to be seen, while they are waiting to go on the ward
because the resources are just being overwhelmed by the onslaught of patients,”
the doctor said. “Sometimes patients die when entering a hospital no matter what
the level of care they say. But this wave means tough choices have to be made
and the best care can’t always be given. The explosion of cases and deaths as
well as renewed lockdowns across the region has come as a surprise to many
health care experts.” But we here in Grenada have been warned. “With low rates of
vaccination, they did not expect another wave,” it has come.

Mr. President, Grenada cannot afford to go down this path. But we will, we will if
we do not take the necessary steps now. It is foregoing Carnival; it is observing all of
the protocols associated with the measures, the regulations that have been put in place
to protect our people. It is about getting vaccinated, the most important, the most
effective tool in our toolbox to keep us safe, time is running out. We need to learn from
what is happening around us. We are a beautiful people, this is a beautiful country but
the good Lord loves us no more than he loves everyone else. We are not so special
that we will be immune from what is around us. So the time to take collective action is
now and there is no more effective action right now than for us to vaccinate and the
cancellation of Carnival and the Bank Holiday is just another attempt by Government to
do what is responsible, what is right to protect us, to keep us safe and to protect our
livelihoods. And it's for that reason, Mr. President, that | commend this Bill for its

second reading. | thank you.

Question proposed.

Mr. President: Senator Joseph.
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Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Mr. President, | stand in total support of this
Bill. In fact, Mr. President, | think that this Bill is a common sense Bill and | also think,
Mr. President, that this is one of the Bills probably that will have the less debate in this
House. It is so simple to me and basic and it entails some common sense as | said.

Mr. President, | am in sympathy and | show empathy for the carnival lovers. |
know some people are very, very disappointed this year, they are very disappointed.
Some people look towards carnival as an opportunity to vent and to ease tension.
Unfortunately the circumstance as exist does not warrant that. Mr. President, | am a
carnival person, committed to carnival. | have to make the sacrifice. As | said in the
beginning, my first speech, | am involved in the steel band movement. Normally around
now our band will be into serious practice. We normally will start practicing around the
1% of June, one week for one minute of music and we go right on. So | am missing that
but, Mr. President, we have to look at cost over benefit. Would | place myself in a band
house now in that atmosphere knowing fully well the risk of exposing myself to the
virus? Mr. President, | want to also say that no carnival means no carnival.

| am hearing utterances that send mixed signals, no curfew does not mean no
curfew and | am saying that and | am meaning what | am saying. Recently in my
community there was a party there, they call it a ‘bring and share party’ in the old days
we used to call it a ‘dutch party’. And that party went on past 12 o’ clock, somebody
gave permission to have that party, the permission must come from somewhere and
this is very bad, Mr. President. Why I'm saying this? We sit here and we make rules
and we make laws but the execution and implementation of these laws sometimes
leave much to be desired. So, Mr. President, | am saying that the rules are made; no
carnival this year and it should be no carnival and no carnival-like activities. You’re
hearing that if a group of persons are vaccinated they may be given permission to have
a little activity which we call it a nice word now, we say “cultural’, cultural this or cultural
that. But carnival is a mixture of cultural activities so we have to be careful and manage
this thing. Because if we don’t do that, Mr. President, what we are trying to prevent and
what this House is supporting could just come straight back at us and slap us in our

face.
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Mr. President, | want to ask a question. What brought us to that point? Last year
we were saying, oh boy we will have carnival this year in 2021. What brought us to that
point? | am not going to try and answer it but | am just throwing the question out there.
If we do the same thing that we did this year and the same behaviour or behaviours
continue, look out in 2023, we may be in the same situation. We are virtually begging
individuals to be vaccinated, we beg so much and we have so many refusals that we
went into a lotto. (Laughter) Yet still, Mr. President, the result was not what was
expected. It means therefore that we need to relook and reconfigure and | mentioned
that this morning. Relook and reconfigure our approach in relation to encouraging and
motivating people to get vaccinated and | want to appeal to the people out there

especially...

Mr. President: Senator Joseph, just one point of correction. | don’t know if | am
reading you right and | may be wrong, the lockdown occurred long before there was the
availability of a vaccine. So it is not as a result of people not vaccinated, we locked
down. We locked down in the early phase of this pandemic when there was no

vaccination available. | just thought | would clear that up because...

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: | am not too sure if that is what | was saying,

in any case, thank you very much. So | once again want to support...

Mr. President: If that is not what you are saying, you should read it properly into

the records, yes.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: | sort of gotten a little distracted there now, so.
What | was talking about in relation to the vaccine, | was not tying it to the shutdown, |
was not tying it to the shutdown at all, | was not relating it to that. So, Mr. President, |
once again want to express my full support to this Bill and do hope that the intention of

this Bill, we will all see it bear fruits. Thank you very much, Mr. President.

71



Sitting of the Senate
held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
on Wednesday, 14" July, 2021.

Bills

Mr. President: Thank you Senator Matthew Joseph. Senator Judd Cadet.

Sen. the Hon. Judd Cadet: Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. President, | rise to
support this Bill. Carnival for young people, Mr. President, is a time that we all look
forward to not just for revelling but it's a time that we get to put our talent on display.
The songs that we write, the Fancy Mas’, our idea through the creative sector, whether
it is the Fancy Mas’ or whether it is as | mentioned the writing of calypso, having events
it's an economic activity for us as well. Because it's a time when many of us come
together and we try to have activities so that we can also see it as an economic
empowerment opportunity. But also for the Government, Mr. President, it is also one of
the largest revenue event in a given year and the decision to cancel carnival this year is
not just a decision that will affect the ordinary man but also is a decision that will also
affect the Government but understanding, Mr. President, that this pandemic is a serious
one. My short stint in politics has thought me, Mr. President, that a fundamental
principle in governance and leadership is being responsible. And | say responsible, Mr.
President, because it is not about doing what is popular but what is right even though,
Mr. President, you may lose support. | say responsible, Mr. President, because
governance also include to protect your people, protect livelihood, protect lives and so,
Mr. President, when we talk about governance it’s just not about a fanfare or just what
will make you happy and smile but it's also doing what is necessary and right. And so,
Mr. President, what | have understood and what | have come to the realisation here
being in the Parliament and doing my own research through different media and talking
to different people, | have come to the realisation that this Government has always been
one that is responsible and we have shown it how we managed this pandemic so far,
the fact that we have low number of cases, we only record one death so far, so we have
shown it, Mr. President. But this can wipe away in no time. This is a pandemic and we
have seen over the course of the period that every single day there is a spike emerging
somewhere.

| just Googled a while ago, | saw South Korea has a spike, Malawi has a spike,

Australia has a spike, every single day there is some place, some part of the world that
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has a spike and we must not take it for granted that we are immune or somehow we are
not part of this world and as normally people would say God is Grenadian so we are
protected, it is not like that, Mr. President. We have to take responsible actions and
make responsible decisions when we are managing this country.

Mr. President, | also want to use the word responsible in the context also that it is
not only Government’s responsibility, it is all of us responsibility in ensuring that this
country is protected and the lives and livelihoods of others is also protected. And
sometimes, Mr. President, | feel like the loudest mouth in this campaign is really the
Government and | think we all have an obligation to ensure that we protect this country
and protect (applause) lives and livelihood, whether you’re in the Union, whether you
are in the Church, whether you’re leading a Youth Organisation, whether you'’re the
Opposition. You have a responsibility and sometimes | ask myself, Mr. President,
because | get the impression that some people say one thing and then mean something
else. So some would say they support and in another sentence they will basically try
to... the context, it's like they’re not really supporting. And | want to say this to say, Mr.
President, we have to be responsible and we have an obligation in this fight.

Mr. President, you know one of my favourite shows on Netflix is the Vikings.

Mr. President: Is the what?

Sen. the Hon. Judd Cadet: The Vikings.

Mr. President: Oh, the Vikings.

Sen. the Hon. Judd Cadet: And you know one thing I've learnt understanding
wars is that, Mr. President, when there is a threat, we all must come together to fight
that common enemy and regardless of your political persuasion, regardless of your
beliefs, Mr. President, we are facing a common enemy and that enemy is the COVID
pandemic. We all must come together, Mr. President, to defeat this pandemic.

(Applause)
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And so, Mr. President, | want to move to the point of vaccination and | know there
is a Motion coming up on vaccination later (inaudible comments) so | won'’t elaborate
too much here but | want to say, Mr. President, it is clear that vaccination is our only
hope to defeat this virus. And so, Mr. President, | want to encourage people, | want to
encourage everyone to get vaccinated. And, Mr. President, | can recall that the
decision that | have made to get vaccinated was two fundamental reasons; one to
protect myself and the people around me and also, Mr. President, to help this country to
get moving again. And | say this, Mr. President, because on a daily basis I've come
across young people who are searching for employment, they are looking for an
opportunity and, Mr. President, it hurts because | understand the tough economic times
that we are in. | understand that a lot of people are graduating from school and they are
searching for opportunities. They’re looking for an opportunity to get a job and, Mr.
President, | believe the fact that the more people get vaccinated, more people going to
the clinics to get vaccinated is hope for that young man or that young woman looking for
an opportunity. Because the economy, Mr. President, will get back to normal and they
can find some level of employment. So, Mr. President, | think it is not just about only
protecting ourselves but it is also helping our brothers, our sisters, our neighbours that
are looking for opportunity in this hard economic time and it became hard not because
of Government doing but because of the actions of the pandemic and Government is
trying as much as possible to cushion the effects. But we have a responsibility; again
the word responsibility is coming in play to ensure that we help others in this process.

And so, Mr. President, | believe the cancellation of the carnival event is
Government showing that it is a responsible Government, it is responsible with its
actions even though is not a popular decision especially among the young people. | am
not sure how the artist may feel about this, | am not sure how the band directors will feel
about this but, Mr. President, it is necessary because if we have an outbreak today or
tomorrow, Mr. President, two days of revelling, you're going to hear people saying
something else. We should have known, we should have done this, we should have
done so and so, Mr. President, | think it is important that we understand the serious

consequences that can happen if we don’t make the necessary action.
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So, Mr. President, in conclusion | want to support this Bill. | am supporting this
Bill because | believe, Mr. President, it is about protecting lives and livelihood. | am
supporting this Bill because it is about getting our country moving again and ensuring
that we all play a part in the process, Mr. President. | am supporting this Bill, Mr.
President, because if we create a conducive environment for an outbreak, we all will
pay a significant price. We cannot afford to go under another lockdown again, we
cannot afford for our employers to shut their business again, Mr. President, this time it
will be far worst. So, Mr. President, | give my full support and endorsement to this Bill,

thank you.

Mr. President: Thank you, Senator Cadet. Senator Christopher De Allie.

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. President, |
rise also to give my full support to the Bill and coming from the Private Sector’s point of
view and representative, Mr. President, you would think that we are happy to have two
more days to make money and to sell and to do what we have to do because they are
no longer holidays. And that may be so to some extent. | am quite certain some people
might be glad for that but | know the overriding and overwhelming concern is that we
are accustomed to having those two days to relax and meet and mingle and socialise;
go on the beach and do various things where we come together as family and friends,
have a drink, cook a food and so forth and that is what we are accustomed to and the
tradition is that, that is accepted and this is being taken away from us and | could
understand how a lot of people would feel about that. Some of us who don’t play
carnival and celebrate will go and rest and relax and just take it as two days to get some
much needed rest in place.

But, Mr. President, | am going to be a little more blunt about this because I think |
too have a serious concern about the vaccination hesitancy in our country and as a
result what could cause us to get back into a situation that could be dire. And | think we
have to remember that in 2019 we had no carnival, in 2020 we’re having no carnival but

what would have changed from 2019 to 2020 and when you look at those things then
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you get to understand why the Government has taken the decision to cancel carnival for
2021 because we have... in 2020 we had no carnival and 2021, sorry, not 2019. And
the issue here is that we have not as a people taken up the responsibility of getting
ourselves to the point where we can say safely we could resume to some level of
normalcy. And we all have to take some level of responsibility for that.

My colleague Senator Cadet spoke about the word responsibility and that is an
important thing. We cannot be given the possibility of a solution through a vaccination
and | wouldn’t stand here to debate the pros and cons, the scientific pros and cons of
the vaccination or the wild conspiracy theories, | think it is well ventilated by all. But it is
a personal decision that people have to make and | think that if we don’t make the
decision personally there will be consequences, for and against. To me where | sit this
is a consequence. We have not gotten our population to the point where we can say
safely that we’re at 80% vaccination, there is some degree of herd immunity, there is
some degree of resistance to the disease, there is some degree of a run being taken on
our health facilities and the implications of that and it's not only for COVID people if we
get an outbreak. In St. Kitts we had one individual that caused four hundred and
something positive cases, one person, one person, Mr. President. We can have a
similar thing in Grenada, one person sneak into the borders because we can’t be
perfect and that one person could send us in a spiral with COVID and if we have that
and we have a runner on our health system, normal things where we will go to the
hospital or wherever for respiratory issues, whether we have cardio vascular issues,
somebody get in a village fight and they got chop up. If we have a runner, all of these
things take secondary. That is another implication we’re not understanding with the
health system. If we have to deal with a COVID outbreak of any substance, we will be
so inundated with our medical personnel and the facilities, that we can’'t deal with
normal other actions of health concern.

And then the question becomes, who is to blame, who then is to blame? And |
want to proffer to this Honourable House that the only person you could blame is
yourself. Because we have not been responsible enough to look and see how we could

mitigate this circumstance, and is there a solution to mitigate it? We have been given
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one but obviously there are issues and people have reasons why they don’t want to
abide by it. And you know, on top of all of that, Mr. President, we have already seen
that we have in many villages, people have started to play jab jab, and starting to
congregate and celebrate in festive activities. Understanding that August is a month
where we have these types of activities, Senator, my Senatorial colleague spoke about
steel band and music and all that surrounds carnival. We still have artists putting up
music for 2021 and you could argue the consequence of that, is we're getting our
people in a mood and we’re riling up the mood for us to have celebratory activities,
excuse me, in August. But yet still there are many of us who are not intending to be
vaccinated, in the event that we could celebrate and calmly go with each other. And |
just think that when we go to ask the question, who is to blame, we need to look in the
mirror, Mr. President.

So | fully support the fact that Government has taken the decision and to take
back these two holidays, because we need to also send a message that we cannot
afford our people to go down a road that can risk what we have and the potential risk it
can put on our health system if we don’t take cognisance of what we have to do. So for

those reasons, Mr. President, | fully support where we stand with this Bill. (Applause)

Mr. President: Thank you Senator De Allie.

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Thank you, Mr. President. | first rise and |
would use this opportunity for the first time, | would say locally, globally from this House
to call on all my constituents, our farmers, our fisher folks and others who have not
received the vaccine as yet, to do the research because I’'m not a medical doctor, to tell
them go and take the vaccine, because they may have concerns. So | would say do the
research. But of course they may ask me where to go, where is the source? There is
something called infodemic, | think it is, mix up between good information and false
information. So my advice in this whole process is, they should speak to their family
doctor, speak to their health professionals because this is the trusted source. They can

able to give them questions and answers, back and forth, so that they can get more
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clarity. | know they would miss very much the income, | heard Senator De Allie and he
stopped short of saying, not just the rest, but this is a major economic time for the
country, in all spaces.

Our farmers | know in particular look forward to all the vending and the
watermelons and all of those things. So it's a big blow for this sector. And we may say
well, they should have taken the vaccine long and so the question now asked, what
system was in place to help to indoctrinate, in terms of sharing of information to
assuage their concerns. I've done some extensive reading up to after 11 last night, and
what | discover interestingly in various spaces, the youth, that age, 18-40 thereabout
makes up a significant part 30%, 40% of not being vaccinated, and France and we can
go different places. And so that is why earlier | asked Senator Garraway, the prominent
guestion of what research have we done in Grenada to look at the attitudes regarding
the receiving of the vaccine or not, because several countries throughout the world have
done similar research. CARPHA which | know we are closely associated with, | think
it's the Caribbean Health Organization, they have started some survey sometime in
February, | haven’t seen the results and that is one of the significant issues about us in
the Caribbean, in terms of data and statistics. So it was very difficult to see what is
happening but | was able to do some other research and see what is happening in Latin
America and there you find not only the young individuals but women, they were
concerned about not only the immediate impact but after impact, adverse effects.
Maybe, maybe not. They have their family, they have their children, how do they cope
within that period? Because women you know always tend to be that soldier in case
everything, making sure the family is right.

So how do we reach out to these individuals? And | recall in a previous Sitting
Senator St. Cyr raised a very important point, the issue of communication. Now if you
look around and you realise what happened in the Private Sector and even any
business, you have different marketing strategies to convince and to persuade others to
do things. But those are most times based on research, feedback, analysis, so as to
make those decisions. So | say all of this to say, where is our communication strategy?

And the communication strategy had to be linked to a target, and this target must be

78



Sitting of the Senate
held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
on Wednesday, 14" July, 2021.

Bills

linked to what are the issues that you are going to address. And so our messaging has
to be in that light. So for example | may be going and say I'm the Senator, | have taken
the vaccine, come and take the vaccine. People say well okay, they have questions; |
cannot answer the questions on TV, in an ad. So we need to have some discussions,
different strategies we can use, as mentioned, the family doctor. Of course you can say
speak to community leaders but have we trained them, have we created a... invest
some monies or trained five hundred individuals in this country to go out in the
community and communicate? When we want to win things, what we do, we go down
on the ground and we go and we work hard and we get into the communities and we
ask for the support. | say this to say that we must have a strategy to do this.

Now regarding the holiday matter, | fully support and | support it because of the
prevailing conditions. The condition is that we have not reached a level of herd
immunity that we are speaking about. The question is, there might be persons who like
the Carnival and they want to fete and jump up, but they know they have to take the
vaccine to get there. But this word “herd immunity” they don’t even understand all of
this context and what it means, so that they could say boy you know, yes. Now | heard
that a lot of persons went to take the vaccine in the late half when they realised that
they needed to take the vaccine to go to cricket. The data shows, | don’t know if it's
related, but during the cricket announcement, there was an increase in persons going.
So maybe they don’t understand that. So | asked myself a simple question earlier on, in
the words of, well not in the direct words of Black Wizard, he said when the Carnival
over, but | asked when the holiday over, when the holiday over, will we be in a better
position? Of course yes | understand we have to have the holiday. | have no problem
with that, but the picture is bigger. What would happen afterwards?

As Senator De Allie say in 2020, of course we didn’t have the vaccine yet, but we
had no carnival and that was fine. One year afterwards we have the vaccine and here
we are, 2022 would we be there still? So | raise this question in terms of, despite we
may support this Motion, which | fully do based on the prevailing condition. We should
as a nation still find ways and strategies, so as to get others to come on board, such

that, who knows. We may come back in this House and say, you know we have done
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so well, let’'s have Carnival in February, and let’'s have Carnival in March, because we
have reached that achievement. Okay. So, Mr. President, these are my contribution, |
want to make in terms of the thought provoking ideas. And | call once again on all my
constituents, it's ten thousand plus. Please come, yes it's a lot of them, yes. That is
why | say let us do the analysis, see how much farmers, how much youth, how much
this and so we can able to strategise and put forces on the ground, for which I'll be
willing to help. | fully supported until we can get to that point and we can come back

and have a holiday for one day sometime next year. | think we can. Okay, thank you.

Mr. President: Thank you Senator St. Clair. Oh, Senator Lewis. Yes.

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: Thank you very much, Mr. President. And
just to take off, and | like how Senator St. Clair asked the question, when the two days
is over. And what is of extreme importance certainly to us is what happens before, what
happens after and who does it impact most significantly? There’s absolutely no doubt
that the poor and marginalised and working class people suffers more during this
particular period, from since the advent of COVID, hence the reason why Labour has
always supported and continue to support what we call even draconian measures to
address the issue. But these things cannot continue forever. But for us here is where
some of the concerns come. So the two days come and go, but there is no doubt that in
some communities and we seem to be focusing on jab jab and jab jab is played a lot by
our ordinary working-class people. And the unevenness and uneven-handedness in
society is creating some issues, because outside of the Carnival Monday and Tuesday,
if you drive down through L’anse Aux Epines as | did Saturday night, and | recognised
from Campeche Hill or just before Campeche Hill coming from the direction of Prickly
Bay, and then almost up to the US Embassy on both side of the roads were filled with
the vehicles and it must be entertainment. And the amount of vehicles was even too
close to themselves and you could image the amount of people that would be too close
to themselves. But these are not ordinary working-class people that are there, so you

wouldn’t hear much.
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Sen. the Hon. Judd Cadet: You sure?

(Laughter)

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: Listen to me. Yes Il... so let me answer
this question, because within the working class there are different strata, so when you
go to the communities of Willis and Tivoli, these are not the people you would see there,
because they don’t own vehicles. There may be some of them yes, yes you may be
some of them, but what I'm saying, but the activities that they are going to, is not
organised by themselves, so that’s the major distinction. So even if it is the very said
people from Willis and Tivoli that is in L’anse Aux Epines, so let’s give you that, because
| heard the cross talk that | may be surprised. So let us say | give up on this, | don’t, but
for argument sake to bring across the point, | want to say yes, but the activities are not
organised by them, and because it is not organised by them, the very said activities that
they are going to you're not hearing an outcry about it from our officials. That’s the point
I’'m making. So in their eyes, when they march along the Tivoli Street and the Willis
area, playing jab jab and you hear an outcry and we’re calling them all demons and all
kind of names, but when they dress in their Sunday nice dan dan and they go to L’anse
Aux Epines and they go to the sites that are owned by what you call the bourgeoisie
class, in activities organised by these, that the poor and working class goes to, we don’t
hear the outcry. And that’s the uneven-handedness that we must address. We support
strong measures colleagues, we support comrade Judd, we support these but there is
unevenness in our society.

How many times have you heard any Minister go on the national television and
speak about any of these activities that are organised up there? Yes it is our people
that are going and | would agree with that, to some extent, but when we make the
comments and this is what is leading to rebellion you know. Our people do not like to
be pushed. We have a history of resilience, we have a history of patriotism but we don't
like people to make us feel as though they can push us around and certain people can

get away with certain activities and we can’t. That’s the plea I'm making. | made that
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plea last year; I'm making the plea again. Let us get some even-handedness, let us get
some even-handedness. And we have seen some politicians, be it in North-East, in
Willis, be it in Vendomme, be it in Tivoli side, where politicians who are leaders are with
the same people in the villages, congregating together sometime without mask and
that's okay. You don’t hear about it. But we hear and we start pulling out, and we’re
singling out jab jab. What is the difference between the jab jab, when they dress in their
tar and ole oil, what is different when they congregate in Willis without the tar and the
oil, and politicians are around them? What is the difference? What is the material
difference? What is the difference when they dress in their Sunday best or so, or their
Saturday best and go to the L’anse Aux Epines. | was shocked, | was shocked. |
passed there minutes to 10, after 10 the night coming from the bottom of L’anse Aux
Epines and | was like wow. | was like wow, because this is a major issue and no one
can tell me that no one in authority who, who has a responsibility to, to try to keep us in
line may not have observed this.

The request that I'm making, the request that I'm making, because the Carnival
will be over, the Carnival will be over, or the Carnival days will be over and the issue
that we want to address, is to reach a state where we can go back to normalcy as much
as is possible. And as the border continues to reopen more and more, the risk is
increased, but bullying will not solve it. As a matter of fact, | want to caution and | want
to caution again, these are the activities that leads to rebellion. These are the activities
that cause people to defy well-meaning instructions, or well-meaning advice. I'm using
this opportunity to call on our people to continue to show a sense of responsibility. We
have always done that, calling on our people to let us all fight COVID together. In

calling our people, vaccination is part of it.

Sen. the Hon. Roland Bhola: To take the vaccine?

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: Yes but those who have concerns we
must recognise that people have a right to have their issues addressed, people have a

right to decide | don’t want to take it. That’s a different matter, we’ll get there.
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(Inaudible Comments)

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: Yes, that’'s okay but we have listened to a
number of people internationally, who are proponents of the vaccine, but the different
approach, the different issue is how you approach it. But when in our society, when our
society we seem as though one set of rules goes for one set of people, under similar
circumstances and a different set of rules goes, it leads to rebellion. And it creates
more problems for us, because it is not easy outside there, the unemployment. We long
for the day when we can get back to a state of normalcy, we long for that but in doing
that we must not only go on the basis of trying to spread fear. | know there is a need for
urgency, and urgency is a means of mobilising, bringing the urgency, but at the same
times we need to recognise that different strokes for different folks. Let us continue the
message, let us listen, to all of us, let us have inclusions, let us have debate, let us have
discussions, and let us move away from singling out what | call mainly the working-
class. I've heard it during the lockdown, when the shopping was open and we said that
people rushing and go to the shop as though they can’t buy things in bulk, we can’t buy
in bulk because they don’t have money. Now is the jab jab, or is not just the jab jab,
liming in the villages, but our politicians go there. | can’t stop repeating this, we need to
lead by example. We need to lead by example and I’'m confident that our Grenadian
colleagues, with the right messages as Senator St. Clair indicated, if his observation is
correct, could be near coincident, it is pointers as how some things can be done.

| end by once again, not just the vaccine, because even with the vaccine, the
protocols need to be followed. The wearing of the mask, we need to keep repeating
that, the hand sanitising. How many places have we gone to, how many business
places, major business places have we gone to and recognise that they are not even
refilling the hand sanitising bottles? How many business places have we gone to, to
recognise that they need to assist in contact tracing is not implemented? If we do those
things, it will also assist, because there is an appearance in the country, not just
because of carnival that we are back to normal and all of us generally speaking walks

around as though the threat is not there. So we support the actions taken, but it ought
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to be commensurate with other supporting factors and not just about Carnival Monday
and Tuesday, not just about jab jab and we must not give preferential treatment. And |
am sure quite a number of the activities that are organised and populated by our
working-class people, many of them are not vaccinated but it is okay for them to go. It
is okay for them to go, but when it comes to the jab jab. I'm going to end here. There’s

a condemnation. | rest my case.

(Inaudible comments by Mr. President)

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: Mr. President, if something specific is
required | can say, | said so, | said | support the Bill. | supported the Bill but it is not a
stand-alone. Right. Itis not a stand-alone.

(Inaudible comments by Mr. President)

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: | know, but the other contributions that

were made went on all the other different issues.

Mr. President: | understand that.

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: So that's what | lend myself to do, to
indicate that I'm supporting the Bill but it is not just Carnival Monday and Tuesday as
everyone else spoke and most others spoke...

Mr. President: Okay.

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: ...on why there are issues.

Mr. President: (Inaudible comments) ...Senator Cox.
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Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Mr. President, thank you very much. Mr.
President, | rise to give my support to the Bill before us. | liked very much the opening
comment by my dear Senator colleague Joseph, that this is common sense and, Mr.
President, you know common sense is all the sense that is needed. And | think that
alone should sum up the actions of what we’re trying to do; it's the common sense thing
to do.

Now, Mr. President, | more rise to really respond to some of the unfortunate
analysis, or feedback that the Labour Representative, Senator Lewis mentioned just a
short while ago. Mr. President, bars are open throughout this entire country in every
village in every corner, in every community bars are open, and | know for a fact that the
bars in the communities open far past the curfew time. | know that for a fact and | don’t
want to put my dear colleague Senator Joseph on the spot, but he’s from Gouyave and
I’'m sure that he can attest to that quietly, not publicly.

Mr. President, this has been a difficult task for everyone, ask Government, the
police, it's a delicate balance. It's a balance between livelihood and safety. But, Mr.
President, | think one of the things that really struck me most was the comment or the
insinuation that persons of a certain financial strata are given more privileges than the
ordinary man. And that is far from the truth, that is incorrect, because the operations of
those businesses by the persons who are in a better financial position is creating
employment and as the Senator for Labour | don’t understand how you could speak
against that, at this particular time when employment is at its lowest.

Every opportunity that we can get to create employment for persons, what is the
issue with that? And | think that is what is missed in the whole discourse, that is what is
missed, Mr. President. | think the whole idea of this person having a function and | don’t
understand how we can equate an informal gathering out in public, some people
beating a pan, jumping up as against a formal gathering in a bar or a restaurant. You
can’t, | don’t understand how you could equate that. It is different, it is clear, an informal
gathering somebody beating a pan outside, nobody’s being employed, gainfully
employed there. It's just some people having fun. (Inaudible comments) You

understand. But the idea of... and in a formal gathering, Mr. President, there is a better
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structure for the protocols to be implemented, to be monitored, to be maintained, as
against an informal one. We are not saying we don’t understand why persons are
actually going out and freeing themselves up, we understand that and | think the whole
idea of making the point, or trying to put one set of persons against the other, it is
incorrect, it is wrong and we should not do that at this point in time. We should not be
doing that. Each and every one of us know that different persons are faced with
different challenges, business persons have financial commitments. You think they
don’t have a... you think they don’t care for their employees, that they trying to ensure
that their employees remain engaged from a financial standpoint. They do, because
that’s the first person who they would call, their employer. That is the first person
they’re going to call, so | think... | was very disappointed. | must register my
disappointment, Mr. President. | think we need to stop this pandying around, we have a
serious issue before us, we have a pandemic, we have a low vaccination rate and it's
more so as a consequence of the successes that we had.

Tell me, how could you be motivated when there is a feeling that everything is
okay. When you listen one new case, no new cases, as against Trinidad when you
hear 13 people died this morning. How, just think about that, the response is obviously
going to be different. | mean | heard responses about doing the analyses and doing the
analysis. Mr. President, every country in this world, in the entire world is experiencing
the same thing and I'm certain that the large developed countries, they did all kind of
studies and research. The same people could come and tell you everything that is
wrong with the vaccine off of the same phone but yet for all, they can'’t tell you what is
right about it. It's the same phone, why can’t you use the phone to get the correct
information?

Mr. President, this, we need to stop, we need to be very grateful and be thankful
for the Almighty where we are today, and we need to stop this. We need to stop this.
We need to come together and we need to work together and resolve this thing and get
persons vaccinated. | mean this thing, | don’t know, this thing is just common sense
and I'm, | don’t know, | trust me. | don’t understand, | just don’t understand. And | know

of persons, | know of persons here in Grenada, they’re talking a load of... | mean
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foolishness and then when they get the news that a relative died over there, then you
see them in front of the line before the place open in the morning. Why you have to wait
for that to happen? Why? | think it is just, | think we need to cut this out and we need...
if you tell me now, look let’'s have a symposium, let's get all the relevant stakeholders
together, let's get together let we see how we can get people to come out to get
vaccinated, | think we could start there. But this back and forth and who have and who
don’t have, this virus doesn’t ask that. It doesn’t ask what is the size of your bank
account, it doesn’t ask what is your surname, how much land you have, it just coming
for your lungs. It's simple as that, it is just simple. So | think we need to... it isn’t even
asking what party you belong to or what church you are going to.

Mr. President, | didn’t really want to rise on this because | feel strongly about this
as a Grenadian that we’re on a good footing. Let's set an example to the world, let’s
show them that we can come together and work on something that has a national
interest. | think this is a clear opportunity for us to do that and | think we’re giving up an
opportunity. And | go back to my fellow colleague’s opening statement and that
resonates with me and that will remain with me and maybe that might be my mantra. If
anybody come and ask me anything about the vaccine, | would just say listen, this is a
common sense decision and this doesn’t require no... it is just common sense. It is
simple, we understand the fear, we understand the fear.

| know persons who had their fear but | was talking to a colleague a few days ago
and, Mr. President, he said the only how he would take the vaccine is if he have to
travel. Could you imagine? If he have to travel you know, you put your life at risk, the
only thing that will cause you to do something to save your life is if you have to travel
and that is where the risk is. | don’t know. Mr. President, | think that the response... |
still want to commend the nation for how we responded especially in the earlies when
we had the lockdown, people come out, stand in lines, do the necessaries, | still want to
commend the nation for that. | think we have done well but we are at a critical juncture
that everything that we have done up to this point can be easily reversed overnight.
And | think we just need to put things into context and put things into perspective

otherwise we will just end up pointing fingers at one another.
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Mr. President, | just make these comments for what it's worth. | don’t know how
much more that we on “This Side” and as Government can say. | think we have gone
far and beyond... we have gone into communities, we’re in communities bringing
groups of 20’s and 30’s to get vaccinated, that is happening right now. | actually have a
meeting this evening to go and speak to persons in the community about vaccination,
Mr. President, 6 o’ clock. | am hoping that we can get out of here by 6 so that | can go
and speak on it. So we have been doing it but everybody seem to believe that it is not
their responsibility to do it. The consequence will be everybody own. Thank you very

much, Mr. President.

Mr. President: (Inaudible comments) ...say to you is this, my son who is a
practicing medical specialist in Trinidad, in a conversation | had with him some time
ago, indicated to me, that for many months he have been trying to prevail on his friends,
some of the friends in his circle to get vaccinated and they won’'t. When Trinidad
entered its phase recently where people started to die in mass, he say well the amount
of phone calls he have been receiving from those very said friends who wants for him
because he is a medical practitioner to arrange for them, he said if you see long lines of
people rushing to get the vaccine and months before, he said, | am speaking to you as
a friend. My entire family has got the vaccine, take the vaccine, they won’t until people
start to fall and hospitals were overflowing. As you know in Trinidad they had to get an
emergency from the United States, have to set up an emergency hospital because their
facilities just couldn’t cope. And he said at that stage, every second of the day friends
calling him to make special arrangements for them to get and he said well it is too late, |
can’t overstep the system. And he said if you see them in the lines, some of them leave
home at 3 in the morning to be up in the line in order to get that vaccine. So |
understand your frustration Senator. 1 just thought | should just add this, not as part of
the debate but as part of the consequential result of not getting the vaccine and what
will happen if we get a touch of what is unfolding regionally and internationally. Senator

Stiell, | guess you are winding up.
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Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Yes, thank you, Mr. President. | want to thank
Members for their comments. What we’ve heard is common sense, this is common
sense but they also say common sense is not very common and we may well be seeing
some of that. We’re at a critical juncture, absolutely. The risks that we face and the
need for us to do what we need to do is more acute now than at the beginning of this
pandemic, so we are at that very critical juncture. We also heard division as if there is a
class war involved in what we need to do. There is one rule for one; there is one rule
for some. From chief to bottle washer, there is one rule and there is one rule for all, Mr.
President. And if it turns out that there are those that are flouting it, report it and see
what happens, report it. But to create this impression that we are divided at a time
where we should be coming together, there is... who said it earlier, there is one
common enemy and this is not about political party, churches, communities, rich, poor;
it's us as Grenadians, Carriacounians and Petite Martiniquans. We have to be our
brother’s keeper in this and when | hear comments which imply and stir up, we all know
the sensitive points where we can juke and we will get a response. This is not a time for
juking, Mr. President; this is a time for us to rise above the pettiness that can easily
divide us and for us to come together.

Responsibility; Government has a responsibility, the churches have a
responsibility, the Unions have their responsibility, our farm representative, business,
we all have our constituent, our bases, we have a responsibility. But fundamentally we
have an individual responsibility, we shouldn’t need to wait for somebody to tell us and if
we do, those in positions of authority, those with knowledge, those who know what
should be done and are doing for themselves need to also do for others and this is not a
time, Mr. President, for posturing.

So the Bill before us cancels carnival, cancels the Bank Holidays; two Bank
Holidays associated with it, but one of many measures. Senator Lewis mentioned, oh,
but it's more than carnival. Of course it is more than carnival. We know that, we see
that and we are doing all that we can, pushing, pulling every lever available to us but we
all must be pushing and pulling in the same direction. So the Bill before us is but

another mechanism we have in our control, it's come before Parliament, it's seeking the
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support of Members that we can at least get through this period, this period of risk, get
through it without any infections, without any community spread where we all take
personal and collective responsibility. And it's for those reasons, Mr. President, that |

commend this Bill for its second reading. | thank you.

Question put and agreed to.

Bill read a second time.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | beg to move that the House
resolves itself into a Committee of the whole Senate to consider the Bill Clause by

Clause.

Question proposed.
Question put and agreed to.
Senate in Committee.

Senate resumes.

Mr. President: Honourable Members, | have to report that the Bill was
considered by a Committee of the whole House and passed without amendment.

Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: | beg to move that the Chairman’s Report be

adopted.

Question proposed.

Chairman’s Report adopted.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.
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Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | beg to move the third reading of
the Bill.

Question proposed.
Question put and agreed to.
Bill read a third time and passed.

Mr. President: Senator Cathisha Williams.

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Mr. President, | beg to introduce for first
reading, a Bill for an Act entitled the Police (Amendment) Act, 2021.

Clerk: A Bill to amend the Police Act Cap 244 to empower the Chief of Police to
make regulations providing for the promotion to various ranks of the force in accordance
with the Constitution, shortly entitled Police (Amendment) Bill, 2021.

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Mr. President, | beg to move that the
relevant Standing Order of the Senate be suspended to enable the Bill to be taken

through all its stages at this Sitting.

Question proposed.
Question put and agreed to.

Relevant Standing Order suspended.

Mr. President: Senator Williams.

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Mr. President, | beg to move the second
reading of the Bill. Mr. President, if you permit me before | speak on this Bill to extend a
warm welcome to our new Senator, Senator Mc Queen. 1 think that we can all be

encouraged by her speech as well as her contribution thus far. We look forward to
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engaging you further in this Honourable House towards the betterment of our country,
so welcome.

Mr. President, the Bill before us is the Police (Amendment) Bill, 2021 which
seeks to amend the Police Act CAP 244, the principal Act. Specifically, Mr. President,
this amendment will address section 7 of the principal Act. And section 7 of this Act is
really a reproduction or a reflection of section 89 of the Constitution which deals with the
appointment, discipline and removal of members of the police force. And in the
Constitution in that same section 89, it vests with certain powers persons responsible
for the appointment, discipline and removal of police officers. As we know there’s a
hierarchy of police officers with the Chief of Police or Commissioner of Police at the very
top and then Police Constable at the very bottom. So the Constitution vests in the
Governor-General the power to appoint and remove the Chief or Commissioner of
Police acting in accordance with the Public Service Commission. It also vests in the
Public Service Commission the power to appoint, discipline and remove officers below
the Commissioner of Police but above the rank of Sergeant and further it vests in the
Commissioner of Police the power to appoint, discipline and remove officers of or below
the rank of Sergeant.

So therefore the Commissioner of Police has powers to act in relation to Police
Sergeant, Police Corporal and Police Constable. So it is that particular power which
this amendment addresses and that section of the Constitution is basically reproduced
in section 7 (4) of the Police Act and it states “subject to the provisions of section 91
of the Constitution,” which is the power to appeal the decisions, “the power to
appoint persons to hold or act in offices in the force of or below the rank of Police
Sergeant including the power to confirm appointments and the power to remove
such persons from office shall vest in the Chief of Police.” Now what this
amendment does, Mr. President, is to create a mechanism by which the Commissioner
of Police can regulate his powers in relation to that section. So accordingly, this
amendment through subsection 7 of section 4 of the Act gives the Chief of Police the
power to make regulations for the promotion of police officers to the ranks in

accordance with section 7 (4) so those are the ranks of Police Sergeant, Police
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Constable.

Mr. President, you may ask why specifically promotion of Police Officers because
the Act already gives the Commissioner of Police the power to appoint and remove
these officers. So why is this amendment focusing on the promotion of these officers?
Well, Mr. President, the fact is that the appointment of these officers is already catered
for in the existing Police Regulations. In the police regulations from 1960, they
addressed the criteria for the appointment of Police Constables which is the lowest rank
in the hierarchy but it doesn’t address the promotion of these Constables to the
positions of Police Corporal or Police Sergeant. The discipline of these officers is also
covered in the Act in part 5; it deals with discipline, it deals with removal, the procedures
for such the criteria for such. The promotion of officers above the rank of Police
Sergeant is dealt with sufficiently in the Public Service Commission rules. However
there are no provisions or regulations for the promotion of these officers above the rank
of Constable up to the rank of Police Sergeant. So there is a lacuna or a gap in the law
and this is what this amendment seeks to address. It creates a framework for the
promotion of these officers that all of us have access to so that there can be no question
of bias, there can be no question of arbitrary promotions, there can be no question of
unfairness in the decisions of the Commissioner of Police because we all know that
promotions are a controversial issue in the Public Service, there are always questions
as to the validity or legitimacy of promotions or the failure to give a promotion to certain
officers. So with this amendment and with the regulations that will follow, the
Commissioner of Police will have a clear framework that will comprise the criteria for
promotion, eligibility for promotion, the procedures for promotion and importantly
appeals for these promotions, so that there can be no question that this is a transparent
process that would benefit our Public Service Workers particularly our police officers.

So, Mr. President, this is a very straightforward Bill, it's a very straightforward
amendment, it is just two Clauses and the material clause provides for the
Commissioner of Police to be empowered to make these regulations and there have
already been consultations, there have already been draft regulations in the work so this

is something that we are prepared to implement as soon as possible upon its passing.
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So, Mr. President, | hope that was clear enough, there is not much to say on this very...
it is a common sense Bill. | am so happy to hear that from my dear Senator Lewis, |
wish | could hear that from him more often. (Laughter) So, Mr. President, with that...
In closing, | will like to say, in passing this Bill, we will be giving effect to section 89 of
the Constitution, we will giving effect to section 7 (4) of the Act by providing a
transparent framework by which the Chief of Police can meet his obligations under the

Act. So with that, Mr. President, | commend the Bill for its second reading. Thank you.

Mr. President: Thank you Senator Williams.

Question proposed.

Mr. President: Senator Williams, there don’t seem to be any... Ok, Senator

Joseph.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: | hate to open bat all the time but sometimes
you have to do it. Mr. President, | took some time off last night to go through that
document and there is something | just want to draw our attention to. | have before me
Statutory Rules and Orders No 15 of 2021. It deals with Police (Promotion)
Regulations. And under the definition of terms you have “Commissioner means
Commissioner of Police or Chief of Police.” Now the English Language sometimes
could get you a little confused, “Commissioner of Police or Chief of Police.” So at
one glance | was wondering if it's two persons we'’re talking about, Commissioner of
Police or Chief of Police. But | want to refer here to the Constitution and what it says
and | think it is very important that sometimes we standardise things. We are very used
to the term “Commissioner”, it’s virtually universal and we understand what the terms
mean but this is the supreme authority and under section 89 here, Mr. President, 89 (1)
Chief of Police mentioned twice, 89 (2) Chief of Police also, 89 (3) Chief of Police, 89
(4) Chief of Police. So what we are seeing here is Chief of Police. The position, Mr.

President, is the Chief of Police. | firmly believe, Mr. President, that we don’t play
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around with what the Constitution says or we run into problems. We start opening up a
ponderous box. For example we can’t just go around and say well it is not Prime
Minister anymore, it's President now or it's not Governor-General anymore, it's
Governor. | want us to stick to the letter and the goodly attorney knows in law you have
the letter, you have the intent and you have the spirit. In that case let’s try to deal... |
prefer we deal with the letter. | understand everybody is aware what Commissioner

means but this is what this document says.

Mr. President: Senator Joseph, the Bill before us speaks about the Chief of
Police you know. The Bill that we are dealing with, that we’re about to pass is not

inconsistent in anyway in its terminology.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Thank you. | am very happy to hear that.

Mr. President: The Bill before us speaks about the Chief of Police. If you look
at the amendment under section 7 of the principal Act, its reference is to the Chief of

Police.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: But, Mr. President, you understand what | am
talking about in relation to the interchanging of the words right? It is not don’t here

probably.

Mr. President: Hello?

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Maybe | am out of context because it's not in
the present Bill but...

Mr. President: What is not in the present Bill? The present Bill before us, the
Police (Amendment) Bill, 2021 has no reference to the Commissioner of Police. It

speaks only of the Chief of Police.
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Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Okay.

Mr. President: That is the Bill | have before me unless you have a different
document.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Because what will come out of the Bill are

regulations, Mr. President.

Mr. President: No, no please. What is before us and | don’t know... | can’t see
what is before you but | am assuming that all the documents that you have, all the
documents that Senators have are the same; a facsimile of each other. And before me
what the debate focuses on and what we are engaging in the second reading is a Bill
called Police (Amendment) Bill, 2021. And nowhere in that Bill is the term
Commissioner of Police used, right. The term that is in reference to the authority in the
Police Act as is used in this Bill as captured in the ultimate paragraph of this Bill are the
following words “The Chief of Police”. So before us, and what is down for debate,
makes absolutely no reference, unless your document is at variance with the one that |
have. It makes no reference to the terminology of Commissioner of Police. (Inaudible
comments by Senator Joseph) Sir, we are not dealing with the Police Regulations,
we are dealing... what we are amending? We are amending... it's an amending Bill that

amends the Police... it's the Police (Amendment) Act, 2021.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Ok, Mr. President. Can | move on?

Mr. President: Sure.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Can | move on, Mr. President? Or should |

withdraw?

Mr. President: It is explanatory notes. No well you say you’re making a
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recommendation on something that is not before us.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Mr. President, | just want to withdraw what |
said in relation to the Commissioner and attaching it to the Bill that is before us. Would

that be appropriate, Mr. President?

Mr. President: Say this again for me please.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: | said | will like to withdraw the comment |

made...

Mr. President: Ok, fine. | think the Clerk takes note of that.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: In relation to my use of Commissioner...

Mr. President: Because if you look at the explanatory notes which proceed the

actual Bill itself, it lays out Chief of Police.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: | just want to continue now, Mr. President.

Mr. President: Sure.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Mr. President, | want to speak a little bit in
relation to promotion and | always believe, Mr. President, that if something is not broken
we should not try to fix it. The Police Act of | think it's 1960 laid out some framework
that was followed over the years and it is my honest opinion that those framework has
been working and has been working fairly well. Now there is a system outlaid there that
deals with promotion and the problem, Mr. President, with promotion and promotion
regulation, sometimes it's not just the regulation but it is the application of the

regulation. What the regulation should do in relation to promotion is try to remove

97



Sitting of the Senate
held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
on Wednesday, 14" July, 2021.

Bills

subjectivity from those regulations. It might be very difficult to do, but if you develop a
rubric or you develop a system that is, that is very professional and that is fair and just,
then the problem in terms of application would not be a problem. Now | went through
the regulation, and | want to refer a little bit to the regulation with your permission. |
know we are dealing with the Bill but it seem to be tied in somewhere along the line.
But the police, for promotion within the police force there are exams to be taken; there
are exams to be taken. There is a written exam, there is an interview and there are
other components of the exam. In fact | was amazed when | was told that the police in
their exam from Corporal to Sergeant | think it was, they have to do dictation, and | was
saying, that was good because | mean dictation is something that | grow up with at
school. So once the system are in place, the proper system are in place and the
subjectivity is reduced or removed completely, their promotion is not a problem.

Now, Mr. Mr. President, | think it's relevant for me to say this. A few years ago,
some police officers did exam, they did their exam and they were successful in their
exam, but because of the number of placement spaces that were available, some of
them were told to wait, and this is understandable and this is fair. You may need to
replace three Sergeants but you have ten passing the exams. Ten people qualified to
become Sergeants, so they will have to wait, and | understand that. But what has
happened, Mr. President, is that those who were told that they would have to wait, they
waited but when the time came for their placement and their promotion they were
bypassed, Mr. President, they were bypassed and people who passed the exam, police
officers who passed the exam after them, it appears that they just wouldn’t qualify any

more.

Mr. President: Senator, | don’t want to really stop you, but he who asserts must
prove. If you are making an assertion in the Senate you need to provide the proof of
what you’re saying. You can't make carte blanche statements not supported by
evidence. You are making a claim, | don’t know the validity of the claim because there
is no evidence before me, and this is going into the record. So you can’'t make an

assertion without an evidential provision of your assertion.
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And | come back to you again, you are debating on the regulations. What is
before us is the Bill. Senator Williams point out that there’s a lacuna in the law, so that
in respect of promotions of persons in the police force, you, we want to use that term
force or police service, | can’t remember which, in order to ensure that there’s fairness,
that there’s consistency, that gap in the law should be filled so that proper structures
can be put in place to ensure. Your assertion is that it has always worked. Her
argument is we are making these amendments because of a gap in the law and we
want to close that gap in order to allow the Chief of Police, who has the authority and
responsibility based in the Constitution to do certain things.

So she’s trying to correct this gap and it’s a Bill before us and that is where now
Senator Lewis, the relevancy rule comes about. Right, that is Standing Order, just let
me read it to you, because it could not have applied in the case in which you were trying
to apply it. Because when Senator Garraway was speaking, he was not dealing with a
Bill or a Motion, he was just giving a Ministerial Statement. So the relevant rule there,
which is rule... that rule now comes into play, so there’s not any consistency. Just let
me get it again. Yes it's 37, here and let me just read it: “Debate upon any Motion or
Bill,” and this is a Bill “or amendment shall be relevant to such Motion or Bill of
amendment.” That's what I'm saying when the Senator rose on a Point-of-Order, he
had no ground to stand on, because it was not a Bill the Senator was debating, it was
not a Motion he was debating, so he had a wide latitude. Yes, and this is why Senator
Lewis’s appeal to me failed.

Now | come to you now Senator. What we have before us are not the
regulations. | mean I've given you some latitude, yes, but you know there’s an old time
saying you know, “long rope for...” and so on, and but you’re wandering down now
into areas... we have to focus on the Bill. If you wish to raise the issue of the
regulations, the Standing Orders give you the privilege to do so. A Senator can raise
any matter. So if you want to come with a Motion to debate that, you're free to come,
but on this rule here now, I think your latitude really, you know we have to focus on the
Bill. Yes and when you make an assertion in the Senate, it cannot be an assertion

unsupported by evidence. So if you have evidence that there has been unfairness, if
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you have evidence that whatever, you have to present that evidence, because he who
asserts must prove. That’'s a basic principle, so you cannot be asserting something,
you provide no evidence for it, you make sweeping statements and remember this
House belongs to the public and the public is following this. Alright. So we have an
obligation and the Presiding Officer has an obligation, that what the public receives,
right, is consistent with fact and so on. In other words we're not a radio station who
says any and anything and that’s the end of the day. So the floor is still yours, but be
guided that what is before us are not the regulations but the Bill, and that is where the

debate should confine itself.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: (Inaudible comments) ...so, Mr. President |
just want to conclude by saying that whatever changes are being made, is in the interest
of the Royal Grenada Police Force, the interest of all the Members. It would help to
motivate, encourage young officers to strive towards promotion, and it would lead to us
having a better, much more professional police force in this country. Thank you very

much, Mr. President.

Mr. President: Thank you Senator Joseph. Any other contributions? Yes.
Senator St. Clair.

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Thank you, Mr. President. | rise to support
this initiative and this Bill because anything we can do to improve, (I'm not the Labour
Senator though) but the morale and the performance and motivation of our employees
is very critical. And | stand here with specific interest as it relates to the praedial
larceny, because within the police force, we have the ranks of the Royal Constables,
and of course we have a few Sergeants and Inspectors also tied in within the limited
number of praedial larceny officers which I'll talk about later on. And of course I'm very
happy to see that there would be some measure, a mechanism that would be in place,
that would create some incentives for the performance and reward of the officers,

particularly praedial larceny officers connected to that, and that | trust would evolve into

100



Sitting of the Senate
held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
on Wednesday, 14" July, 2021.

Bills

some improvement in the whole reducing of praedial larceny and so on. So | would be
watching very closely how this, | wouldn’t say benefits but how these incentivised not
only the current group but the future group that we have. In fact when | looked at the
Praedial Larceny Act in Jamaica in particular, where specifically it spoke about
promotion and | was very happy to hear that. So when | see this speaking about
performance and regulations that would touch of course the praedial larceny task force
members | feel very happy, because it is my view and of course the view of the Minister
for Agriculture, whom we have discussion upon this very burning issue, as to how the
Praedial Larceny Unit in particular become a unit, a unit almost like the Domestic
Violence Unit or the Fire Unit within the police force, where we can have more focus
and of course folks can aspire to become maybe an ASP relating to the praedial larceny
factor. So | trust that this mechanism will not only leave us here, but it can be able to
provide some new opportunities within the police force to reorganise itself such that it
can improve the services to my stakeholders. Thank you.

Mr. President: (Inaudible comment) ...St. Cyr. Senator Williams, | think...

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Thank you, Mr. President, and thank you to
the Members of the House who made contributions on this Bill. | was hoping that |
would have heard from Senator Joseph that this was a common sense Bill also, since
he started the mantra today. Unfortunately that wasn’t so, but perhaps at this point he
agrees that this is a common sense Bill after your clarifications, Mr. President, which |
am grateful for. | will just like to echo some of the words mentioned by Senator St Clair
in relation to this Bill, Mr. President. He says that, well he mentioned moral and | would
just like to say and endorse that in fact these provisions will raise the morale of the
police force. Because when you have decisions being made that can impact your
professional future, your career, your livelihood you would like to know that these
decisions are not being made arbitrarily, that these decisions are based in some sort of
established process that is endorsed by the legislature. He also mentioned the word

incentivise and this amendment will act to incentivise our police officers to work harder,
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because they know that their efforts will be considered fairly in light of the matrix on
which performance will be evaluated for promotions, and it will create or increase the
confidence in the system, which is another word that Senator St. Clair used, confidence
in the fairness of the system.

Now a colleague mentioned that they were already systems in place and |
strongly beg to defer here. There were no systems in place for the promotions of that
particular category of officers, that is exactly what this amendment seeks to remedy by
giving the Chief of Police the power to make regulations which were not there before or
not there currently. And | began this presentation drawing reference to the Constitution,
because it was important to establish from the very beginning that this amendment and
the provisions which will follow or the regulations which will follow are in compliance
with the provisions of the Constitution. They are not ultra vires, they are indeed
compatible and will act to give effect to the intention expressed in the Constitution, Mr.
President. So with that | commend this Bill for its second reading in the House, Mr.

President.

Mr. President: Thank you Senator Williams.

Question put and agreed to.

Bill read a second time.

Mr. President: Senator Williams.

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Mr. President, | beg to move that the Senate
resolves itself into a Committee of the whole Senate to consider the Bill Clause by
Clause.

Question put and agreed to.
Senate in Committee.

Senate resumes.
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considered by a Committee of the whole House and passed without amendment.

Senator Williams.

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Mr. President, | beg to move that Chairman’s
Report be adopted.

Question put and agreed to.

Chairman’s Report adopted.

Mr. President: Senator Williams.

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Mr. President, | beg to move the third
reading of the Bill.

Question proposed.
Question put and agreed to.
Bill read a third time and passed.

Mr. President: Senator Cox.

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Thank you very much, Mr. President. Mr.
President, | beg to introduce for first reading a Bill for an Act shortly entitled Road Traffic
(Amendment) Bill, 2021.

Clerk: A Bill to amend the Road Traffic Act CAP 289A to provide for specified
equipment to be issued to and worn by traffic wardens in the execution of their duties

and for incidental matters shortly entitled Road Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 2021.

Mr. President: Senator Cox.
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Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Mr. President, | beg to move that the relevant
Standing Order of the Senate be suspended to enable this Bill to be taken through all its
stages at this Sitting.

Question put and agreed to.
Relevant Standing Order suspended.

Mr. President: Senator Cox.

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Mr. President, | beg to move the second reading of
the Bill. Mr. President, before us is a very small amendment, but a very important one
to the Road Traffic Act. This Bill seeks to amend the Road Traffic Act by CAP 289A to
provide for specific equipment to be used by our traffic wardens in the execution of their
daily duties for incidental matters. Mr. President, just by way of historical context, at
some point in time previously we made amendments to the Road Traffic Act to establish
the Traffic Wardens Department to provide support for our Police Officers in the
management of traffic in Grenada, and we did indicate, Mr. President, from time to time
as we move forward, the last amendment that we made had to do with the
establishment of a Commission, the Transport Commission and the offices as well for
that Commission. And when we did make that amendment, Mr. President, we did
indicate from time to time as we continue to roll out the services and improve the
operations of the commission and to improve the whole approach as the Transport
Sector continue to evolve, we are going to be required to make amendments as we
move forward. And this is one such amendment, Mr. President, where we now are
asking to have included in legislation, some specific requirements by way of the traffic
wardens equipment, for them to execute their duties safely on a daily basis.

Mr. President, this Bill comprise of two Clauses. This is a very short Bill, the
second Clause deals with the amendment of the section 3B of the principal Act to insert
a new section, section 4. Now one of the most important things about this amendment,

Mr. President, is that wherever we have to make changes to this section going forward,
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we do not have to come back to this Honourable House. The Minister through Order
can maybe add more equipment, could be body camera, could be other things that may
be required, not firearm, of course not. So any other equipment that is necessary to
assist them in the execution of their duty, that can be done by an Order signed by the
Minister, so we do not have to come back here for that. So | think this is an important
amendment in that regard. The other amendments in this Bill basically just to make
some adjustments, some typo errors and to do some renumbering which is basically
insignificant, but important for clarity in understanding the Bill.

Mr. President, if | should, | think it's important just to read the critical part of this
Bill, which speaks to section 4 that we are inserting, a new section 4 and it reads: “The
equipment to be used and worn in the prescribed manner by a traffic warden, in

the execution of his or her duty shall be atwo-way radio and a torch, a flashlight.”

Mr. President: Excuse me Senator Cox, but unless we have a different copy of

the Bill, the Bill before me reads “the equipment to be issued.”

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Yes|...

Mr. President: You are saying the equipment to be used ...

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: | think | said ...

Mr. President: Before me, if you’re quoting and I’'m quoting and I'm assuming

that your copy is a facsimile of mine...

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: No I, if | said use, Mr. President, my apologies...

Mr. President: Okay.
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Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: ...l thought | did said issued, sorry. If that is the
case | can’t recall. Yes, the word is issued, okay. Yes. Thank you very much for that,
Mr. President. So these are basically the two pieces of equipment that are going to be
prescribed at this point in time, to assist the traffic wardens in the execution of their
duties, so that they can communicate while they’re out in the field, communicate with
the Police Officer who lend supervisory support in the execution of their duties. So, Mr.
President, in a nutshell these are just the main amendments that this Bill seeks to do at
this point in time. We would have more amendments going forward as we continue to

improve the services through the Road Traffic Act. So this...

Mr. President: Just for my own clarity before you sit. I’'m trying to find in the Bill,
you made a statement that future amendments would not be required to come through
the Senate but by regulations. I’'m not seeing such a provision in the Bill before me.

(Inaudible Comment)

Mr. President: You may want to address it when we get...

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Sure, Mr. President.

Mr. President: ...to the Committee Stage, so just think about it.

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: | concur. | concur with you in terms of being
expressive in the Bill itself, in the explanation. There well may, this may well be in the,
in the...

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Explanatory.

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: ...in the principal Act. Because | know other

amendments that were made...
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Mr. President: Yes, but, alright.

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: | understand what you're saying, Mr. President,
that because it's not mentioned there, then... the reason why | say that this can be
done. It doesn’t have to be inserted here, that is allowed going forward, that this, any
amendment can be made by Order. That is from the principal Act in itself.

Mr. President: Well...

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: So this amendment also can, be...

Mr. President: So...

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: ...amended by Order. So...

Mr. President: So...

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: ...they were just for...

Mr. President: So...

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: ...explanation, meaning that if there are other
equipment to be added we do not have to come back, but that is not an amendment in
itself, but just to indicate that this amendment that will be subjected to changes going
forward by Order and not by a Bill. So that’s the explanation, | hope that clarifies for
Members as well.

Mr. President: Let’s proceed and we’ll deal with it at the Committee Stage.

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Sure.
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Mr. President: Sorry for, | just wanted to ...

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: No, no...

Mr. President: ...bring it to your attention.

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: It's important, Mr. President. It's important. Yes.

It's important because we, the previous amendments we made...

Mr. President: Honour...

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Well yes... (Inaudible comments)

(Inaudible comments by Mr. President)

Question proposed.

Mr. President: Senator Garraway.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Thank you very much, Mr. President. Mr.
President, | rise to give my unwavering support to the second reading of this Bill. 1
remember a few years ago when we came to introduce to this Honourable House, the
establishment of the traffic wardens and quite a lot of debate was held, a lot of
guestions was asked and people were wondering if this is another police force they’re
trying to establish and all the sort and so forth. But it was very clear it is not. There’s a
traffic warden, and they’'ve been given specific responsibility to assist the trained police
officers in regulating traffic and so on. Today we are here to introduce an amendment,
to ensure that we give tools or equipment to these traffic wardens to ensure that the
execution of their duties are done in a more effective and proficient manner. So

providing them with two-way communication radio and a torch or a flashlight, the
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communication radio speaks for itself, that they can communicate with their superiors,
the trained police offices or other traffic warden. If there is an infraction in one area,
they could have to divert the traffic to another area. They could do a number of things
with this and it is so critical.

Common sense, the mantra for today; it's so, yeah common sense. But there’s
another issue here, Mr. President, which | am really happy about. Despite all the
negatives that came before as to traffic wardens and usefulness and so on, this
amendment here is testimony to one, it was a good move that was made to introduce
this regiment of workers to assist in the regulation of traffic, and two, to show that it is
here to stay. They are performing an incredible job and we must be proud of them, to
the point where we’re satisfied and the public is now saying it’s like, we can’t do without
them you know. They're satisfied with the level of work that they're doing and I
remember | had to commend one. | looked at him, | stood up on the side of the road
and | saw he had a conversation with a police, not a police officer, with a bus driver who
broke the law right in front of him and he didn’t go up there and say, and you know, beat
his chest or anything like this. He said “good afternoon sir, you've just done an
infraction and you...” he had a nice conversation, but the bus man went away and |
want to believe, he went away knowing | could have been charged but the guy had a
conversation and said, you have to respect the law but also respect me, I'm standing
here and you just do it. And he didn’t jump to write a ticket, and after the bus man went
away | commended him. | don’t know if he knew who | was, because | was just dressed
ordinary but I commended him (laughter) I commended him because | felt that is
progress. He understood very well the authority he has, and he didn’t flex muscles. He
use it wisely and that’'s what we’re saying today. So with the... if you say the retooling
or providing more equipment for those young people, young men and women to
effectively do their work on the street. It also gives those officers who have been
trained to respond to crime and other general policing duties, give them more time now
to concentrate on this and to, as you to do the real policing job. So | am extremely
happy and I’'m proud today to be standing here, to giving support to such an excellent

amendment. And we must say that we’re doing well. And | want to commend, as | said
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the traffic wardens, good job that they are doing and let us continue to give support. So
| want to continue to give my support to the second reading of this Bill, Mr. President.

(Applause)

Mr. President: Thank you Senator Garraway. Senator Cox, there don’t seem to

be any additions to the debate.

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Thank you very much, Mr. President. Mr.
President, just for further clarity on the previous matter regarding the Order, an
amendment being made by an Order, Mr. President, that is contained in the principal
Act in subsection 5 of the principal Act. So it is within that context that | made that
reference. So thank you very much Senator Garraway for your support for this
important amendment. Mr. President, at this point in time | want to commend this Bill
for its second reading.

Question put and agreed to.

Bill read a second time.

Mr. President: Senator Cox.

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Thank you very much, Mr. President. Mr.
President, | beg to move that the Senate resolves itself into a Committee of the whole

Senate to consider the Bill Clause by Clause.

Question proposed.
Question put and agreed to.
House in Committee.

House resumes.

Mr. President: Honourable Members, | wish to report that the Bill was
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considered by a Committee of the whole House and passed without amendment.

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Mr. President, | beg to move the Chairman’s

Report be adopted.

Question put and agreed to.

Chairman’s Report adopted.

(Sound of gavel)

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Mr. President, | beg to move the third reading of
the Bill.

Question proposed.
Question put and agreed to.

Bill read a third time and passed.

Ag. Clerk Assistant: Item 16 - Public Business.

Mr. President: Senator André Lewis.

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: Thank you very much, Mr. President. |
rise to address a matter under Motion. There is a Motion that is proposedly standing in
my name on this Order Paper that | know absolutely nothing about. This Motion that is
there was not a Motion that has been approved by the President and | just want to give
a brief background on this matter.

The Motion that | presented and was approved by the President, the Motion that
was submitted by myself to the Clerk of Parliament reads as follows:

WHEREAS we are experiencing a worldwide health pandemic (COVID-19) which
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has and continues to infect and claim the lives of millions of people across the world;

AND WHEREAS this pandemic has caused economic and social fall out
unknown to man in recent history;

AND WHEREAS these fallouts have impacted many working people to the
extent of degrading their social status to that of poor and marginalised;

AND WHEREAS to save lives and to address the economic and social fallout
from the pandemic, the State of Grenada imposed a State of Emergency (SOE);

AND WHEREAS the State of Grenada (Grenada) has been following the
protocol set out by the World Health Organization (WHO);

AND WHEREAS those measures caused the citizens to so far enjoy protection
from the pandemic;

AND WHEREAS vaccination has been introduced as another measure to contain
the spread of Covid-19 and to save lives;

AND WHEREAS the ongoing reopening of the country’s border will continue to
increase the risk of possible Covid-19 infections;

AND WHEREAS the Government through the Prime Minister has declared that
the State will not make vaccination mandatory;

ANDWHEREAS some employers are now openly and surreptitiously making
vaccination mandatory as a condition for the continued employment of workers;

AND WHEREAS for existing workers, vaccination was never a condition of
employment;

AND WHEREAS many workers are opposed to and resisting the concept of
mandatory vaccination on principle or as violation of rights or out of sheer health
concerns;

AND WHEREAS with the impact of social and other media pushing conspiracy
and other theories against the taking of the vaccine, many people are genuinely
confused and could only be enlightened through active and organised public education
campaigns;

AND WHEREAS in light of the above making the vaccination mandatory may

lead to ultimately to more industrial dispute and confrontation between employer and
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employee which would not be in the best interest...

Mr. President: Sorry Senator Lewis, just hold that point there. Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, a point of clarification.

Mr. President: Well if it's a point of clarification, let me hear from...

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: | will not yield.

Mr. President: Let me find out from Senator Lewis whether he is yielding to this

point.

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: No | will not.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, the Motion that is being presented is

not the Motion that is on the Order Paper.

Mr. President: He said so. What he is doing is to read the Motion that he sent

in. What he is doing here now...

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: How is that relevant to the Motion that is on the

Order Paper?

Mr. President: No, because he says... his claim is that the Motion that’s on the
Order Paper is not the Motion that was submitted and it's not his Motion, so he is
providing the evidence to the Senate of the Motion which he sent in because he is
claiming that this current Motion before us is not his Motion. So he is providing the

House with an opportunity to hear the Motion. We are not debating the issue yet...
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Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: So how does reading it help us if we know that

what is being presented...

Mr. President: No but he makes a claim. He asserts that this Motion is not his,

he is now providing the evidence that it is not. We are not debating the issue you know,

it's not the debate, so it's not a debate. He is just clarifying. Senator Lewis, yes.

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: Thank you very much, Mr. President.

AND WHEREAS in light of the above making the vaccination mandatory may

lead ultimately to more industrial disputes and confrontation between employer and

employee which will not be in the best interest of the country at this time;
NOW THEREFORE this Parliamentary Sitting of the Senate hereby resolves as

follows,

1.

That no employer should make vaccination a condition of employment for
existing workers.

That no worker should suffer loss or benefits (pay, etc.) for not taking the
vaccine.

That where workers are coerced into taking the vaccine, the employer should
be liable where there are adverse reactions associated with vaccination.
Employers must consider securing adequate health insurance for all workers
in the face of the new challenge brought on by COVID-19.

That there should be at least two brands of vaccine to allow for choices on the
path of those wishing to be vaccinated.

That workers who are not vaccinated ought to be tested periodically and be
required and expected to function in accordance with strict enforcement of the

protocols.

. That the State ought to put measures in place to support a proactive

education campaign throughout Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Martinique to

highlight the pros and cons of taking the vaccine.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT:
1. If affirmed this resolution be forwarded by way of message to the House of
Representatives.

Mr. President, that is the Motion that was submitted. As a matter of fact | have
holding in front of my hand right now the Order Paper of June 2, 2021. This resolution
that | have read is contained in this Order Paper and for reasons accepted it was not
taken at the meeting, the Senate Sitting of June 2 and it was supposed to be for this
session. So | knows nothing about this Motion.

Just to give you a background, |I have been constantly in touch with the
Parliament Office led by the Clerk. Let me state for the record that | have absolute
confidence in the integrity of the Clerk of Parliament, Mr. Andrew Augustine. So this
observation in no way questions or seeks to lay any concerns as to intention of the
Office and by extension the staff of Parliament headed by Mr. Augustine. He is a
colleague that | have known for a number of years and | can speak personally of his
integrity even at times when other people may have taken a different route to benefit
personally. | have been in constant engagement with the Clerk of Parliament and |
have been given the assurance that yes everything is in order and the Motion will be on
the Paper.

On July 5, 2021 a notice came from Parliament stating that the Senate is set for
sitting on the 22" of July, 2021 which is next week Thursday. I'll come back, no I'll do it
one time. On this matter, | felt from July 5, the importance of planning, one, agenda
because we’re all engaged in different activities. Not only are we engaged in different
activities but because there are time periods in keeping with the Standing Order to
submit matters for discussions as we try to juggle our different responsibility | felt like,
yes, there was enough time to even get on other matters that one may want. Lo and
behold on July 7, 2021 another notice came out without any explanation which said that
the Senate is now set for the 14™ of July, 2021 which is today. So the first thing that
crossed my mind and | did call the office, | said “wow”. | felt short changed because if
we have to conduct the order of the people and one is looking at timelines to get things

done and taking into account that, | think it was sometime last year we commended the
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two heads of... the President of the Senate and the head of the “Other Place” for
advancing that, making an attempt to schedule meetings of the Senate | think it is for
the year or six months, whatever it is. This is extremely important, recognising that
there are times things may change.

Having recognised this, | decided to... | didn’t have a choice but to accept it. On
July 8, 2021 documents was sent out for the Sitting today and if | daresay that my
reading of Standing Order 6 (a) and (b) is that the Order Paper should be sent out... the
documents should be sent out a minimum of six clear days. That information that came
to us with the change of date did not allow for this, my reading of the Standing Order 6
(@) and (b). Having said this, on the 9" which was last week Friday while doing
workplace visits in Carrriacou, | went through the Order Paper and | recognised that the
Motion that was approved by the President or the Labour Senator’s Motion was not on
the Order Paper. | immediately called the Clerk and | pointed out there is an error,
that's not my Motion, that is not the Motion that has been approved. That is not the
Motion to be debated. | was given the assurance by the Clerk and | have absolutely no
reason to doubt him and that's why | established upfront my total confidence and
integrity of the Clerk. He gave the assurance that he will do everything that is possible
to bring it to the authority of the relevant parties or do whatever it is that's needed to be
done and to get the amended Order Paper with the correct Motion sent out because we
are speaking about Friday and Wednesday relative to the Sitting of the House. Not
seeing anything on Friday, | was given the assurance that efforts would be made, |
contacted the Clerk on Monday and | was given the assurance that the relevant process
or procedures were put in place. It is quite possible although | don’t believe so because
| know he is someone of immense patience and understanding. | called him literally
every single minute, no progress made, | haven’t seen the Order Paper. | was given the
assurance that efforts were made and things are about to be sorted out. Nothing came
out on Monday, on Tuesday which is yesterday, one day before, contact was made
again and as we speak right now, | was not able to have my Motion to be debated. This
which is on the Order Paper | know nothing of this for this Sitting.

What is the... because as | refer to Standing Order 6 (a) and (b), it makes the

116



Sitting of the Senate
held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
on Wednesday, 14" July, 2021.

Public Business

following provisions, it speaks about duties of the Clerk and I’'m going to Standing Order
number 6; “the Clerk shall be responsible for preparing for each sitting an Order
Paper containing the business for that sitting.” | want to repeat, Standing Order 7
(6)... Standing Order number 7 which says “Duties of the Clerk” and we go to
subsection 6, it says “the Clerk shall be responsible for preparing for each sitting:
(a) an Order Paper containing the business of that sitting and (b)...” let’s focus on
b, it says “cause the Order Paper to be circulated to Members at least six clear
days before the day on which is appointed to meet...” but there is an exception, it
goes further. “Expect in cases of the sitting of the Senate where short notice has
been given in which event the Order Paper should be circulated at least one day
earlier than the day on which the meeting is to be held.” So if the meeting is to be
held today the 14", one clear day, one will take will means that you have up to Monday,
one clear day before Wednesday will be Tuesday so you will have up to Monday. So
two things happened, the Order Paper that came out which allowed for the business of
the Senate did not meet the six clear days but one can argue that short notice that is
permissible. So if there is any argument which suggests that by raising the matter with
the Clerk on Friday or even Monday would not have permitted for that which is proper to
be done to allow Labour to discuss a matter that is of national importance, the Standing
Order makes provisions for this.

This matter which is not on the Order Paper, that came to the Parliament since at
the end of May and has not been able to make its way to the Order Paper, this is not my
Motion. So | am seeking... that’s the Motion that ought to be debated and that is in my

name.

Mr. President: Alright, Senator Lewis, ok. Thank you Senator Lewis.
Honourable Members, a vital piece of information has not been provided to you on
which | will do now to understand the fullness of this issue. Let us begin from the fact
that the first Motion which was sent to the Clerk was the Motion which you now see on
the Order Paper. Sometime soon thereafter that Motion was sent, from my investigation

of that matter and from the advice | received from the Clerk, that Motion that is now on

117



Sitting of the Senate
held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
on Wednesday, 14" July, 2021.

Public Business

the Order Paper and which was sent and reposited with the Clerk was recalled and the
Motion which Senator Lewis read out in full was then substituted for it and that Motion
came to my attention. | looked at the Motion, | was satisfied that it accorded with the
rules and the Motion was in order. Earlier in June, the Motion fell short because it did
not meet the required notice but the body of the Motion itself was in order and as a
result of not meeting the required notice, it would have met the required notice to be on
the Order Paper for this Sitting of the House.

As the rules set out, the Clerk’s office and his responsibility is to prepare the
Order Paper. In preparing the Order Paper, an error occurred in that when the Clerk
gave the directive to send out the Order Paper the individual to whom he gave that
directive when they pulled up the information to compose the actual Order Paper now
by mistake pulled up the Order Paper which was withdrawn and not the Order Paper,
sorry the Motion which was withdrawn was put on the Order Paper and not the replaced
Motion, to use that term. It was a genuine mistake made by the Clerk’s office for which
the Clerk has taken ownership. These things do happen and | am satisfied that there
was no nefarious or other activities or goings on that is responsible for this.

When this matter came to my attention, | consulted with the Leader of
Government’s Business and the Leader of Government’s Business said | have a
problem and he explained to me which | will explain to you or maybe | should call on
him really to give that explanation but it led us into a situation in which as the Presiding
Officer, | had to exercise a discretion but | thought it best to allow the matter to come to
the full House for transparency and to explain the steps which led us to the problem that
we have. So, Senator Stiell if I may invite your engagement now so that you can
explain having yourself received the Order Paper. And let me be clear, no Senator is
responsible for putting the Order Paper together, that's the exclusive reserve of the
Clerk. Alright! So itis not a case in which Senator Stiell or anybody on the Government
Side manipulated anything. | just want to make that absolutely clear and this is why |
prefer to deal with this matter out in the open so we could address it. So Senator Stiell

maybe you can explain your challenges and we will take it from there.

118



Sitting of the Senate
held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
on Wednesday, 14" July, 2021.

Public Business

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, my explanation is actually quite
short. In terms of our preparation for a sitting and for all of us, the agenda we follow is
the Order Paper and that lays out the issues that we need to prepare for and need to be
discussed and debated in this House. We are working on the assumption up to
yesterday afternoon when the first full conversation between the three of us; the
President, the Clerk and myself took place, where the challenge that we now face was
explained which is a genuine error has been made and as you outlined, Senator Lewis
that the Motion that is presented on the Order Paper is not the Motion you are prepared
to debate today. Our challenge on Government Side is that is news to us and the
Motion as presented on the Order Paper which is all we can go by is what we have
prepared for and there are substantive differences between the two Motions. So from
Government’s perspective, Government Side’s perspective | see only two options; it is
either we debate the Motion as presented on the Order Paper because that is what has
been circulated, that is what we have all had notice of, we would have familiarised
ourselves with and prepared for or the Mover of the Motion withdraw it and represent it
for the next sitting for us to debate. But to debate a Motion that we... our side saw it
yesterday... some Members haven’t even seen it. So | believe it is unfair for us to
debate and enter into a debate for materials that Members haven’t even seen. So to
me the logical and fairest thing to do would be for Senator Lewis to withdraw it. |
appreciate his frustration and from what | understand he’s done everything correctly but

notwithstanding that what has been presented to us is something that we are blind to.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell, thank you. The challenge that we have and this is
where the Presiding Officer comes in, | cannot ask a Senator to withdraw something
that he is not responsible for. He didn’t request that Motion to be on the Order Paper,
he has read what he has requested. So | can’t ask him to withdraw something that he
didn’t put, so the matter now resides at the discretion of the President of the Senate,
and the only thing that | can do in a situation like this because | understand what the
Leader of Government’s Business is saying, and just by way of summary, what he is

saying is simply this. The Leader of Government’s Business in the House is not in the
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House as an individual. He’s in the House to carry out the business of the Government,
to carry out the business of the Government as formulated by the Executive and we
have a sort of, well it's the construct that we have. Our separation of powers are not
very surgically clean and it is one of the challenges of the British Parliamentary System
but in small Parliaments, that challenge is even more acute, because we don’t have any
backbenchers, literally everybody, well there is a few exceptions here among the
Senators on the Government Side, who don’t sit in the Cabinet. But the challenge that
they have is that because they are not here as individuals, representing different
individual constituency as the Senate is composed on the “Other Side”, they have to
speak from a common hymn sheet or to sing from a common hymn sheet to be more
poetic and figurative, and that hymn sheet is informed by the policy formulations of the
Government, and so they came prepared to debate what’s on the Order Paper, on the
basis of the directions they would have harvested or been given from on the
Government’s side.

On Senator Lewis’s side, he has correctly argued that he is a stranger to the
Motion that's on the Order Paper. That's not the Motion that... yes he sent in that
Motion very early in the game but immediately withdrew it and it was settled on the
basis of the earlier Order Paper that his, well | won’t say new Motion, but his Motion
varied from the very original, was there contained. There’s a way in which this could be
done but it would be pretty cumbersome in that he could either adopt the Motion as put,
but from all the sentiments expressed, he has, | am reading that he’s not going to go
down that route, because that is a possible route, adopt that Motion and then introduce
amendments to it. That's one possible route, but | get a sense that, that route is not
going to be exercised. And therefore the question of what do we do in a situation like
that, resides to the discretion of the President, and in those circumstances taking the
interest of both sides into consideration, | will stand down the current Motion, which
means | will order it withdrawn from the Order Paper, and | will direct the Clerk to
ensure that the Motion which was approved, because | did not approve that Motion. |
am only seeing this Motion when the email was sent out, and you tend generally, you

know, | read all my e-mails but at times, sometimes you tend not to if it's a weekend and
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you know, you get engaged in something else. So | would stand down the Motion. Yes.
That item on the Order Paper and | would direct the Clerk to ensure that the correct
Motion, which is the one that | approved appear on Order Paper for the next sitting of
the House. And that's my decision in respect to exercising my own discretion and | so

order.

(Sound of gavel)

Motion stood down.

Mr. President: Yes. Senator Roderick St. Clair.

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Thank you, Mr. President. Fellow Members |
have one of my Motions, standing in my name on Price Control Measures for
Agriculture Inputs for Farmers. And it reads:

WHEREAS farmers have been experiencing increased cost of agricultural input
resulting in higher cost of agriculture products to consumers;

AND WHEREAS the Supplies Control Act 314 of 1958 amended by Act No. 54 of
1979 and Act No. 17 of 1980 provides for the maintenance of supplies and services
essential to life of the community by regulating import and export of such supplies, the
prices at which such supplies may be sold and for purposes connected therewith;

AND WHEREAS the current list of price control items include: (a) Agricultural
implements at 33.3 percent maximum markup and (b) cutlass, forks, hoes, machetes
attract 25% maximum markup;

AND WHEREAS crop and animal farmers would use a wide range of approved
agricultural inputs such as fertilisers, seeds, antibiotics, pesticides that are available on
the market, to improve their production or combat the perils of pests and disease;

AND WHEREAS these inputs not being on the approved list of price control

results in astronomical high prices, high cost of inputs, high cost of agriculture
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production and endangers the maintenance of supplies and services essential to the life
of the community and Grenada’s overall food security;

AND WHEREAS lower cost of inputs can result in lower cost of agriculture
products resulting in increased food security and increased competitiveness of
Grenada’s agriculture;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Senate supports this Motion to

update the current price control list to include agricultural inputs.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Mr. President, | stand to support the Motion

moved by Honourable, Mr. St. Clair.

Mr. President: You stand to Second the Motion?

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Yes.

Mr. President: Senator St. Clair.

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. President,
and colleagues, Senators, this Motion comes from the hearts and minds of the farmers
for who | represent. It's a matter that | myself being around in the sector for over two
decades have heard those similar cries and as such, being here, we are using this
opportunity to bring to the fore this matter, such that we can see what can be done so
as to improve our own food security, bearing in mind all the different foes and foras
regarding this important matter.

It's interesting, Mr. President, that we do have such an Act to, what | will say,
regulate, 1 would say secure not only our food security but many other things, because
on our Supplies Control Act, we have other items such as school uniforms and so on.
We also have items such as fencing wires, galvanize, nails, paints, flash lights, bulbs,
so there’s a long list and I've guessed over the years this list would have been modified

and approved in different ways and from the observation this list specifically as it relates
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to what the farmers needs are. We have implements which are attachments for
machines and so on and of course we have as | mentioned the cutlass on so on and of
course this Act was from a long time. A lot has changed through the years in terms of
the type of Agriculture we are doing and the type of inputs that we use. So whilst yes,
many years ago we might have been using a lot of pen manure and so, the issue of
fertiliser use may not have been a major issue, but we have known that with the whole
issues of the Green Revolution and all those different thrust for countries to improve
their own food security, we use different type of ingredients, if | may call it to assist. So
we have different type of fertilisers, we have different pests and so on that would affect
our foods, our livestock, our plants and so there is this, | wouldn’t say dependence but
the use of this increased amount of inputs.

Now what this does, is that it increase overall the cost of production of our
farmers and this request here or the bid is not about trying to find a way around to
reduce farmers cost, because farmers know that there are other technologies and other
practices and so on that are being imparted to them that they have to do. This is
another side of the picture.

What we discovered also is that onions and potatoes and so on, they may not be
implements but they are products imported into this country. We have known also the
cry that, oh local is always more expensive and we ask why. And if we do the research
and you speak to the farmers and only yesterday | was speaking to some of the
different international agencies locally here and even out in St. Lucia and the response
was yes the inputs are very high. The question is to us, is it naturally high based on
normal business practice or are we seeing what is referred to as price gouging? We
have astronomical mark-ups. Now | don’t have the bill to show because I'm not a staff
in one of the institutions where a farmer reported that he went to purchase an item and
it was thirteen dollars and cents and the cashier said, oh no sorry, sorry, this is staff
price, your price is seventeen dollars and cents. So this alone shows us the disparity
even at the margin that the products are being sold at. We are not saying that from the
Private Sector standpoint and from businesses you need to make less profit, we’re not

saying that. What this Motion is intending to achieve, Mr. President, is that we can
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identify, not us ourselves, but some committee can be set up within the Government
system and look at some of the items, the inputs that are used in a broader way. So for
example seeds, fertilisers and it doesn’t have to be all the fertiliser, it could be a certain
class, certain pesticides whereby we can be able to find margins. So it's not a fixed
price, it's not a matter of saying twelve, eight, twenty four shall sell for $30. No. It's
about the mark-up, the margins.

We also see the similar thing happening in medication. So if we have medication
that have the similar kind of price control, but then you have antibiotics which is the
medication for animals not controlled, then you ask yourself well, shouldn’t there be
some consideration? And this is the thought process. At the end of the day it is to
make the products that we are going to sell to the consumers more affordable. Of
course someone may say well, how we’re sure that the farmer will reduce the price? Of
course, it's a fair comment, but at the same time we know even right now with the
regular prices we could ask ourselves the same question. How are we sure that the
farmer is selling us at a fair price?

As the Senate and as a Government who has interest significantly in the farmers
and of course our food security, this measure, Mr. President, and Members would assist
and contribute to managing that situation. We may say well, we can import and we can
import cheaper, so what is the issue? So then import, we can say that and fine and so
our farmers they are not as competitive, they need to do better. But at the same time
we just have a whole set of discussion on the COVID and all of these issues, and how
we can secure our own food security and this would be a good move to contribute to
that. Now, we don’t have to do everything one time, we don’t have to do all the items
one time, but we can phase it in as we have done in many other instances in phasing in
things and implementing things.

Mr. President, and Members what we have seen and we may be happy with it
and say well yes, it's driving entrepreneurship, is that you have significant, well |
wouldn’t say significant but a fair number of farmers who should really be paying
attention to their farm and taking care of their business, sometime having to say look,

this price is so high, let me see if | can get this out of Trinidad, let me see if | can get this
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item out of the US, let me see if my family could send it for me. Yes, they may get it a
little bit cheaper because you know their method, maybe someone coming in and they
bring it in in their suitcase as the case may be. And that in itself create its own dangers,
because here you can have products that are not approved coming into the country, so
you’re creating more issues for the police and border control. You also have a situation
whereby you can have not only banned chemicals and so on coming in, but even the
seeds that are coming in, it could also be an issue. Because the Ministry of Agriculture
would tell you that they would want to ensure that the seeds that are coming in are
proper quality, so they don’t bring in any pest and disease that could spread throughout
the country and so on, because that has to be regulated also because there are permits
surrounding that. And so for the existing businesses, we know that they would have
certain systems and regulatory system to follow the law properly, and so if we can do
this we can also reduce this incidence of persons trying to do this thing privately.

Of course | can hear the call saying well farmers you need to organise and you
should put yourself together and import your products and it could be better and all of
those things. We can say this. We can speak to our good friend Senator De Allie at the
Marketing Board and say well you can do it, it's fine, okay, or the Cocoa Association,
which | think also do so. You can do it, okay. But sometimes we know that the capacity
may not be here today and that is why sometimes when you start things, you didn’t
phase it out in time, or as you build capacity. And so, whilst that argument is a good
argument, we also need to consider that there are existing businesses that is not a
matter of trying to marginalise them and get them out of business. But we will be able
to create a better enabling environment, whereby we could have more stimulation of
production, you could be able to work in partnership better, you could have better
monitoring and control. Of course the regulators who say well you know we have more
items to control and more items to regulate and Government don’t want to get involved
in all of these regulations. And that is also a fair question, but of course we know VAT
is one of the highly regulated items, we must monitor VAT right down to the T. And so |
say this to say that they are also existing mechanisms that are around that could help to

facilitate the monitoring, and at the same time, we know what monitoring is. Monitoring

125



Sitting of the Senate
held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
on Wednesday, 14" July, 2021.

Public Business

doesn’t mean every moment because with monitoring though, it also manages price
gouging, because right now there could be significant gouging taking place. | see it in
vehicle parts, same items, various places, sometimes $200, $150 difference, and it's
also happening if you do your research with some of the agrochemicals, fertilisers and
so on in Grenada.

And so, as | close in this opening, it is a request to consider how we can assist
our farmers, assist our own food security, by finding some mechanism whereby we can
allocate certain maximum percentages of mark-up on certain key items, that we can see
contributing to our own security, but at the same time not in any way significantly
jeopardising existing businesses to the point that more production, more purchases

from our consumers and you could have more business in the long run. | thank you.

Question proposed.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Thank you, Mr. President, and | wish to commend
the Member on the “Other Side” for the thought that has gone into the preparation of the
Motion before us, and to lend my support to the sentiment, broad sentiment that he has
presented. But | also wish in support of those sentiments to bring a little more structure
and how we can actually approach this in a formal way that removes the guesswork,
whether, | heard comments, there could be price gouging, there may be price gouging,
it may be artificially high, it may be naturally whatever... So these are very vague terms
and when we talk about pricing and cost management and it is a whole kind of supply
chain from all of the inputs to the final product and the Senator’s concerns are at the
final product end, which ours on the Government Side is there too, which speaks to
protecting our food security and it speaks to the livelihoods of our farmers. So those are
a target audience that we both share and we share the same concerns.

So, Mr. President, there is some other cost considerations that haven’t been

factored into this and in preparing for this debate and there wasn’t a lot of time to
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research. We received this a week ago, so there wasn’t time on Government’s Side to
do that thorough analysis. And that level of analysis that is needed is actually quite
detailed but some very quick observations on “Our Side” is that the obvious high cost
element, we couldn’t speak to margins because it's a wide range of, we don’t know, we
need to, we need to formally analyse that, but the cost input that affects what the
Senator is talking about, that we do know about is shipping, freight costs.

And we will find just over this pandemic period, globally, freight costs have
doubled, over the last five years freight costs have increased by something like 500%.
That'’s significant and that has a significant bearing on all inputs including the items that
Senator St. Clair is referring to. And the cost of bringing stuff into the country and a lot
of the items, some may be regionally produced, many of them internationally produced,
is CIF, which is cost, insurance and freight. And these are items that government has
absolutely no control over. What we can say on some of the items that Senator St. Clair
is referring to, we can give an assurance that it's certainly not Government taxes that
have been increasing to apply any further burden on our farmers. So it's not from
Government Side. We don’t know the mark ups, we need to do the analysis on that, but
we do know that shipping and freight costs and insurance and other items are outside of
this are significant considerations. So, Mr. President, what | propose is to refine the
Senator’s, the mover of the Motions, Motion and we can go through this. | can hand out

if Sergeant-at-Arms, some amendments.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell, let me just, you are proposing an amendment to

the Motion, the existing Motion?

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Yes, that’s right.

(Inaudible comments)

Mr. President: Okay.
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Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: So, as they're being circulated, Mr. President, and

I'll go through the closely...

Mr. President: Could you wait for it to be circulated please, before you

proceed?

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Ok sir.

Mr. President: Senator Roderick, just let me bring to your attention the Standing
Order and what it says here. If you can turn to your Standing Order No. 32 (3) which
reads: “An amendment to a Motion may be moved and seconded at any time after
the question upon the Motion has been proposed by the President or Chair and
before it has been put by the President or Chair at the conclusion of the debate
upon the Motion. When every such amendment has been disposed of, the
President or Chair shall either again propose the guestion upon the Motion or
shall propose the question upon the Motion as amended as the case may require
and after any further debate which may arise thereon shall put the question to the
Senate or Committee for its decision.”

So you presented the Motion, it was seconded by Senator the Honourable
Matthew Joseph. The question was put that the Motion be read a second time and at
that stage, which is the stage we are at now, Senator Stiell, his general comment says
he associates with the Motion but he’s offering some amendments to it, and those
amendments are now before us. A copy of the amendments as he proposes to make,
each of us should have those. So what will be, what will happen now, once his
amendment is seconded, yes, then we will debate those amendments and make a

determination of what that outcome would be? Yes? Okay.

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: I’'m okay with the modification.
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Mr. President: Well, let him, in other words he has not yet introduced this, he’s
just circulated what he intends to say. If you either agree or disagree, when | put the
guestion to you, when | put the question to the House, the House will then determine
the issue. Right, so. Your Motion is not yet amended, it’s in the process now of being
amended, so | haven’t put the question yet. So, he has the floor and he’s indicating

he’s introducing these amendments and his amendments have to be seconded right.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Yes.

Mr. President: Okay.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: So this, these amendments, Mr. President, are
within the context of seeking to achieve what Senator St. Clair is trying to achieve and
that's ensuring that you know the cost of inputs are as competitive as possible, in
support of our food production and livelihoods of our farmers. However what we're
putting forward is price control may not to be the best mechanism to actually achieve
that. The Supplies Control Act dated 1958, global trade has changed significantly and
the principles that support global trade have changed considerably, in the same way
Senator St. Clair said that farming practices have changed considerably also over that
time period. Modern commerce, modern thinking is that price control isn’t necessarily
the best mechanism to ensure prices are as competitive as possible. Modern thinking is
about free markets and competitive markets and if you had a genuine free market
where suppliers and providers are competing then there is a natural trend that prices
will be offered as keenly as possible for those suppliers to succeed.

So within that context, the amendments proposed. So the first recital it's just to
add a sentence; so the first part reads exactly as you have on your Motion Senator. So
“WHEREAS farmers have been experiencing increased cost of agricultural inputs
resulting in high cost of agricultural products to consumers...” and then we've
added... “as a result of the increases in freight and other shipping relating cost.”

So that is a fact and that is a significant cost component. Your next recital remains
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exactly the same so “WHEREAS the Supplies Control Act...” no change there. The
following one which speaks to items such as cutlasses, forks, hoes, other that again
remains unchanged. The next recital we’'ve added some text so it then reads: “AND
WHEREAS crop and animal farmers would use a wide range of approved
agriculture input such as fertilisers, seeds, antibiotics and pesticides that are
available on the market to improve their production or combat the perils of pest
and disease...” we've added... “and these are not currently on the list of price control
items.” The next recital is deleted because it implies that that high cost is due to the fact
that they are not on the price control list and we haven’t made that assertion. It may be
the case and if that is the case and the analysis shows that will be helpful then so be it
but that may not be the critical factor. So we’re removing that together with the
following two recitals but we add and this is the crux of where we’re coming from on
Government Side. It is to read: “AND WHEREAS Government is committed to
reviewing the entire list of price control goods including agricultural inputs...,”
there are other inputs on that list that also need to be looked at. The list isn’t just limited
to agricultural goods and with Government’s modern thinking and recognising that price
control isn’t necessarily the best way of keeping prices down, whether it’s for food items,
whether it’s for other essentials. So Government is committed to reviewing that list in its
entirety. “NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Senate supports a
thorough review by the Ministry of Trade...”, this is not about agriculture even if it's
the agricultural inputs that we're looking at, it's for the Ministry of Trade not Agriculture
to take the lead on this. “...but only after consultation with the input providers...,”
so we cannot exclude them, this isn’t a venomous, so we need all parties at the table to
examine this. So it will include the input providers, it will include the farmers so that we
can hear where their pain points, where their pressure points, where it is hurting them to
get their inputs. The Ministry of Agriculture then has to provide their input but not
leading the process, this is a trade related issue and on their recommendations in terms
of what should or should not be included on the list of price control items.

So, Mr. President, and | think we are going to find it... | am getting a feel of the

Senator on the “Other Side”. | mean he has presented a number of things in the last
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few sittings where we understand where he is coming from and what it is he is trying to
achieve and there is sympathy there but process has to be followed with a lot of these
things so what we can do in our... whether it is through our debates or these
discussions, whether we... it is your interaction, you don’t have to bring everything to
the floor, to the Senate to fulfil your agenda. You can speak directly to the Minister for
Agriculture, he is very open, very willing to discuss and engage ideas.

So some of what we are trying to achieve here on the floor and it takes a lot of
work preparing for these things. So we can do this in the public and there is some value
in that but a lot of this, Mr. President, can also be covered in your relationship with the
Minister for Agriculture, all open and welcome to ideas and thoughts and through your
deliberations you can influence the actions taken. So | don’t believe everything you
want to see achieved has to be debated and exchanged in this forum, some sure. So
what we have here is a perfect example where there is alignment in thought,
Government is already considering this and the other Motions that are being put
forward.

The pin points you see and the problems you wish to resolve so do we. So the
Motion before us, Mr. President, | believe the amendments that | have just presented
which | will seek a seconder on, | think just refines this into a mechanism where we
remove the guess work, we have a process, we identify those actors who need to be
involved in that discussion who have the knowledge and then to come up with
recommendations based on facts, they are based on research, based on information
that can be quantified and qualified. So, Mr. President, on that note the amended

Motion that | have just presented, | present that to the floor.
Mr. President: Senator the Honourable Roland Bhola.
Sen. the Hon. Roland Bhola: Thank you, Mr. President. | just stand, Mr.

President to support the amended Motion as presented by the Leader of Government’s

Business. Did | say second the amendment?
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Mr. President: My question to you is, are you supporting the Motion or

seconding the Motion because this stage is...

Sen. the Hon. Roland Bhola: Second, sorry, the amendment. | said support?
(Laughter)

Mr. President: At this stage...

Sen. the Hon. Roland Bhola: | am sorry, Mr. President; to second the amended

Motion.

(Clerk and President conversing in private)

Mr. President: Senator Bhola, you are seconding the amendment.

Sen. the Hon. Roland Bhola: The amendment, yes.

Mr. President: You are not seconding the amended Motion because the Motion

has not yet been amended. So you are seconding the amendments?

Sen. the Hon. Roland Bhola: Yes.

Mr. President: Just for the records so we have it straight.

Question proposed for the amendments to the Motion.

Mr. President: Senator De Allie.

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. President, |

rise to make a few comments on the resolution as raised originally by Senator St. Clair
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and of course amended by the Leader of Government’s Business.

Mr. President: Well we understand what is on debate now is the amendment.

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Yes, Mr. President, and | want to make
some comments on the amended version as well. Mr. President, | represent Private
Sector so | am clear in my mind that when we talk agriculture and we talk about farmers
in agriculture, we have to also consider them as business people and they have
businesses. And | make no apology for that because they are in the business of
agriculture so that they can make a proper living and survivability and become
profitable. The most affluent people in economies in the US are the farmers and they
are probably the most important as well. We cannot move away from the fact that our
farmers in Grenada are not the best run businesses as we have them and | say that
with the greatest of respect to them. And part of the reason is that | don’t think that a lot
of them consider themselves as businessmen and women and that is an issue that |
think they face. When we look at the amended version of the resolution, | don’t agree
with the first recital that says “increases in freight and other shipping related
costs.” | think it should be left as “increases in freight and other related costs” and
not specify shipping cost. Yes shipping costs have gone up considerably as the Leader
of Government’s Business have said but there are other burning cost and one of the
major inputs is seeds and the cost of seeds. Mr. President, the science have changed
what we know with seeds. You know years ago we could have plant corn from corn,
you can’t do that much now. Years ago we never had a thing called sweet corn, we
now have a thing called sweet corn and | am getting to the point of making the point of
GM modified foods, genetically modified foods and that is happening in our seeds. And
nearly everything we have now in farming now from tomatoes to yams, to everything,
my brother knows this very well it's probably GM seeds and that is one of the reasons
for the high cost of seeds that we have seen coming through to farms and to the
Agricultural Sector and farmers in particular. And | am concerned that when we restrict

it to just shipping, that is not a true reflection and we probably should look to amend
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that.

The other thing | want to talk about when we talk about prices and | agree with
the Leader of Government’s Business, we should not restrict this to price control items
because as he indicated, we have seen a change in how businesses is done in the
world, trade agreements, free trade and so on and when we talk about limiting to the
price control list and limiting the mark up, we put into question the viability of businesses
that are into that business of supplying inputs to farmers; why? When we restrict the
margin of what you can increase a price by, let's take the example of petrol, it's a good
example. Gas stations and service stations have a restricted mark up on a gallon of
gas that is sold; | don’t know if it's ten cents, | can’t remember the figure now, whatever
cents per gallon... (A Senator said ninety-two cents) ...ninety-two cents. There is a
fixed amount they could get. The gas stations that do well are the gas stations that
have huge volumes of selling gas. If you can’t sell huge volumes then you don’t really
make it, your overhead cost in terms of electricity, salaries and all of that, you cannot
make it. That is why you see gas stations go into the Deli’'s and they have these Deli’s
where the mark up is not controlled really and they do lubes and oils and so on where
you don’t have a fixed mark up. That is what makes the money for them to make them
viable and | use that as an example because if you have a business that is solely on
inputs and supplying farmers with inputs and we restrict the margins only to a certain
amount then is becomes a form of subsidy that we’re giving to the farming community.
We may discuss whether we want to do that or not. That is probably a different
argument but it also put into question and calls into question the viability of those
businesses where we have to have a restrictive mark up on the inputs.

And | say that in order to support the view that one of the better ways to go is to
open it up and let market conditions and let competition control the pricing. Now with
that comes quality and therein comes the question of standards, what are the standards
we put in place? This is a critical industry and the need for quality must be looked at
when we talk about inputs to the farming community. What are the standards this
country is going to set and the Government is going to implement as compulsory for the

importation of things like seeds, pesticides, fertiliser and all of that, what standards do
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they have to meet? Environmental and safety; | don’t think we have many. We may
have those that talk about using mercury and other harmful carcinogens in the fertilisers
and in the pesticides. Remember we had a lot of things in the Banana Industry, Mr.
President, when we used pesticides and we used the things to control the banana we

destroyed our rivers in terms of its life, the crayfish and the mullet and so on and so on.

Mr. President: But not only that, there is a view that a high incidence of cancers
is directly related to the chemicals used in the banana economy so you have a problem

there.

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Correct, Mr. President, and | raise that
from the point of view that | support the principle of what my brother is bringing to the
table... my colleague Senator is bringing to the Table from the point of view that we
have to find a mechanism that could control the cost of inputs and it's not only cost. Itis
as | say the quality of what comes in. But | want to go back to the point that speaks to
input cost and | want to bring to the table that one of the highest costs of inputs for our
farming community is labour and we must not, not say that. Yes inputs is important, yes
inputs have a cost but are we addressing the major cost to farmers of labour and it is
not just labour from the monetary value. Most farmers will tell you they will get
somebody who will come to work on the farm between 6 and 10 and you have to pay
them a full day’s work. Am | wrong Senator? Which other industry you know, Mr.
President, (and you are a Union veteran), which other industry you know, a person

could come and work in your place for four hours and get a full day’s pay?

Mr. President: Senator, you are trying to invite me into the debate but if you
may allow me because | know that you are quite competent in this. The subject matter
if | just may. | don’t want to enter into the debate but it's a point that | think | want to
make. The subject matter here of labour input cost has to be understood in the context
of the backward nature of the instruments of production that the labour utilises and this

is a significant challenge and | don’t know how we can overcome this. You cannot exist
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in today’s market and the enterprise cannot survive in today’s market using technology
that is five hundred years old. So | hear what you say; the cost of labour but that is
simply because the labour is harnessed with poor, backward, archaic technology so that
its level of productivity is so archaic and low, right, because you cannot expect in the
context of our current sociology, yes, and the trajectory of our history as a people, to
expect people will be productive and give you a full day’s work under that blazing heat
that we now experience using a cutlass, a hoe and a cocoa knife.

So | am throwing this in as you debate the issue because | think that’s at the core
of the challenge that we face, that’s at the core. And as long as we continue to rely on
that archaic form in which labour is utilised, | don’t know how we can escape the
clutches of poverty. Because we are competing with farmers today who no longer touch
the soil, go out in the field, everything is now mechanised, they are using drones to
seed and they using satellites to plough, whereas we are using exceedingly high
manual labour on difficult terrain, we just can’t compete. So | just thought | would make
that intervention as you construct your thoughts over the issue. | don’t know if you

would agree with me or disagree with me but that is how | see it.

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: No, no, Mr. President. | wasn’t going to
get to the point of science and how science supposed to impact agriculture. | was kind
of trying to keep it strictly to what we were talking here in terms of price control and
keep it there in that focus but | certainly agree. | said before in this Honourable House
that the issue of planting by seasons is no longer something that obtains especially for
short vegetables; lettuce and these types of vegetables and if we can’t get ourselves to
put our farmers to think about green houses and the effect and using technology of
planting by... the term eluding me. But that is the way we have to go now using
hydroponics; that is where we go, that is the science that has to now contact agriculture
and deal with it differently. And | expressed that view to my brother who is in charge of
the Nutmeg Association and all the value added that they do, we have to find a way to
pick up nutmegs from the nutmeg trees instead of bending down; we have to find

technology. | didn’t want to get there, Mr. President, but thanks for making the
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contribution and that certainly helps.

But | wanted to say that | believe that the introduction of players like the
Marketing Board and my colleague Senator alluded to it, to assist with things like
bringing competition for seeds, getting involved in how to procure things for farmers,
changing the construct for farmers in terms of what contracts we offer. Changing the
construct for our extension officers and how they work with our farmers is all part and
parcel of getting farmers to control their cost and reduce the cost of inputs to farmers
and how we deal with that and then farmers see their business as now a profitable
enterprise because they can control the cost, we can support them with a different type
of extension service. | think Mr. Bhola, colleague Senator Bhola knows what I'm talking
about, we had that conversation. One of the things that’s lacking in our agriculture is
extension services and | believe | said to my colleague Senator we have to change the
construct.

An extension officer must not only be paid on a fixed salary but must be paid
based on production. So if | have five farmers that | am responsible for, | must say what
| have done to increase the plight of these five farmers whether it is through production,
disease control or production planning and once we set that, these extension officers
will be paid accordingly. So if | move your production from one hundred pounds to five
hundred pounds in a particular crop that you are asked to produce, | am rewarded as an
extension officer for that. And we need to change that construct and | think that is
another critical thing for your farmers. Because our farmers, as colleague Senator
alluded to, Mr. President, they get caught up in trying to plant and produce and do
things well, it’s like a doctor. Most doctors are qualified in their particular profession that
they are preoccupied in ensuring that they give you the best service. They probably
make the worst businessmen and businesswomen because they are just not supposed
to be thinking about the business whilst they have to concentrate on the core which is
providing medical care, it’s a similar construct for our farmers. They concentrate on the
core of producing high quality products in a most efficient way and they let the business
side of it, getting the right inputs and the technical advice come to them so they could

help them to keep their core business going and | think that construct has to be varied.
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And | say that to my colleagues on the “Other Side” because | know there is a lot
of discussion about agriculture now. We have a new Minister for Agriculture now, a lot
of discussions on the role of Marketing Board and how we do that and what we
changed. At the end of the day, | support the fact that we need to change this construct
to get pricing and | support the amended resolution but | think there can be more
thought given and probably some widening of it that will properly capture some of the
things that we need. | don’t think it should be restricted to cutlass and forks and hoe. |
agree with the President, that is 1940 farming and we’re in the 21% century and we need
to see whether the list of price control goods is the right mechanism. | think that is
some form of subsidy and we need to see that probably that is not the right mechanism
and see if there is another mechanism that we can use by providing more competition in
the space so that farmers can get a more competitive price for their products and their

inputs. So, Mr. President, that is my two cents. Thank you very much.

Mr. President: Just let me get some clarity here so that | could put things
properly. Of the amendments offered, you have an objection to the first amendment as

it relates to increases in freight?

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: | just think we should take out the word
shipping, it said other shipping related costs. | think we should leave out shipping and

have other related costs, it keeps it wider.

(Inaudible comments)

Mr. President: Can | just put the question on that? Let me put the question on

that and get it out of the way.

Question proposed.
Question put and agreed to as amended.

Amendment to the Motion amended.
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Mr. President: Any other Member? Senator Garraway.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Mr. President, | just wanted to share a few
thoughts as it relates to the Motion that is on the Table, the amended Motion that is.
But | firstly want to give credit to my colleague Senator on the “Other Side”, the Senator
representing the Agriculture sector, you are representing me and a few of us on the
“Other Side” as well because we all are farmers and probably some on the “Other Side”

we all are farmers. The pointis...

Mr. President: So Senator this is a self-interest point?

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: | didn’t get it, Mr. President.

Mr. President: | am just being rhetorical; | asked if it's a self-interest point?

Laughter

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Well he is a farmer, (laughter) so | wanted
him to know that he is representing himself, very much so. And | put myself in it to take
him out of the firing line. (Laughter) But, Mr. President, on a serious note the thought
is extremely good and | came here to say to him, in developing laws and so forth, we
must do all the proper analysis to ensure that what we agree to and the decisions that
we make can stand the test of time. And while the thought was excellent, the analysis
was not done, and as the Leader of Government’s Business said, he could have simply
had discussion within the unit, within the Ministry of Agriculture, so at least we could
have been guided a little better and to have information that will help us in this regard.
Having guess work would not really help us.

But | want to put forward, what we have in terms of the amendment and the main
issue here is less doing the analysis. Because within this WTO era we have not seen

any country succeeding in the whole idea of increasing production and maintaining food
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security through price, the list of price on the implements. Because the whole world has
moved into this free market enterprise and what drives cost down is competition and |
support the point the President made as it relates to, we have to use the technology that
is around, we have to automate on a lot of the things that is there. Because who say 8
to 4 is when you’re supposed to work? | have seen these guys, well the, when the
stadium was being built, we had three shifts. So 24 hours was utilised to do the
construction and more was achieved because they recognised is not an 8 to 4 anymore.
And I'm saying when we introduce mechanisation into our production that in itself will
give us the cutting edge, and | know, I'm looking at you sister Mc Queen you're
watching me because we had a discussion at lunch, Senator Mc Queen and then she
said to me, | am going fully automated soon and | welcome this. We didn’t finish the
discussion, but | welcome this because you’re moving, forward thinking. You’re moving
in the right direction.

And | want to end on the last point, my Senator colleague just reminded me. We
came here this morning and we were presented with this massive set of papers and |
looked inside and | pulled one thing out and | felt everything could have been on this.
We have to move in those directions. All this paper and the cost in terms of the trees
that have to die to give us those paper, we have to move past that and a whole report is
on this and I'm saying that's the way we need to go. So in short, let us do the
comprehensive analysis so at the end of the day when we way, this is the price that
should be, or the mark-up that should be on those and implement xyz, we know it is
based, or the decision is informed on research, information, other than that. And |
wanted to say before; we cannot make laws, effective laws on feel good initiatives and
hunches. It must be informed by the science and by the research. Thank you, Mr.

President.

Mr. President: Thank you Senator Garraway. Senator Joseph.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Yes, Mr. President, excuse me. Yes, Mr.

President, | think this is a, this is a very interesting Motion. | have no issues with the
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recommendations in terms of the amendments, but this Motion, Mr. President, speaks in
particular to agriculture and agriculture inputs. | do hope, Mr. President, that if this
Motion is passed, it is not placed in a corner and ten months down the road we pick it
up and then start looking at it. |1 do hope that once the Motion goes through, or if it goes
through, someone takes this Motion and runs with it and start the implementation
process. Mr. President, there is one paragraph | have a little issue with here, that is the
second to last one. Now it says here: “AND WHEREAS the Government is
committed to reviewing the entire list of control goods including agricultural
inputs.” Now | am very glad to hear that the Government is committed to reviewing the
list but, Mr. President, reviewing the list by when? It is a very open ended statement
here. Is it within two years, three years, five years? | would really like see, Mr.
President, we narrow it down to a specific but reasonable period of time for its
implementation, because the farmers out there would like to see some benefits coming
to them through this Motion. So if we could narrow it down to a particular period of time,
and | said that is reasonable, one year, two years, six months, whatever it is, that to me
will satisfy the farmers who are listening right now to this. Because Government is very
busy, Government is very much occupied, some things go on the front burner and some
goes to the back burner, probably the side burner, but this one, agricultural Motion
should definitely go to the front burner. This is my contribution, Mr. President. Thank

you very much.

Mr. President: Thank you Senator Joseph.

Question put and agreed to.

Motion approved with amendments.

Mr. President:.  Senator Roderick your Motion as amended has been

successfully passed at this sitting of the House of Senate.

Sound of gavel
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Mr. President: Your second Motion.

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Thank you, Mr. President. Thank you for the

opportunity to have the second Motion...

Mr. President: Excuse me, | said passed but | meant approved. It's the same

difference.

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Yes approved, it's not a Bill. Yes. Okay,
alright. So this Motion, standing in my name has to do with, it's on the expansion of the

curriculum, on the expansion of the curriculum, expansion of the curriculum...

(Inaudible comments)

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Yes, yes, yes, the expansion of the
curriculum to include fishes, Fisheries, right, Expansion of the Curriculum to include
Fisheries at the T.A. Marryshow Community College. That’s this Motion standing in my
name and it reads:

WHEREAS during the period 1979/1980 the Government of Grenada established
the Grenada Fisheries School to develop and improve the competency of Grenadians in
the Fishing Industry;

AND WHEREAS Grenada’s Fisheries School contributed to improved
knowledge, improved fishing techniques, increased fish catch and fish processing;

AND WHEREAS the Grenada Fisheries School was discontinued over three
decades and several of the fisheries officers and fishermen are either retired or soon to
be retired;

AND WHEREAS the T.A. Marryshow Community College, the TAMCC was
established by an Act of 315B of 2009 and with the objectives as outlined in Clause 4
(1) and (2) of the Act that allows the College to expand its academic offering;
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BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Senate supports this Motion for the TAMCC to
expand its academic programme to include Fisheries Certified Training within its
existing School of Agriculture, and it goes further. It says:

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the existing Mirabeau Agriculture School of
the TAMCC be renamed the Grenada Agriculture and Fisheries Training School
(GAFTS) to provide for the inclusion of Fisheries in its academic portfolio. Here ends

the reading of the Motion.

Mr. President: Senator St. Clair any seconders?

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: Mr. President, | rise to second the Motion

by Senator St. Clair.

Mr. President: Senator St. Clair.

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. President this
Motion again, arose out of discussions with the fisher folks of this country, with whom |
have been consulting with over the past couple months. And in fact (laughter) even
after cricket, | met a security guard there and she said, we need to get the fishery
schools, you remember the fishery school that we had during, during the revolution?
And | was like okay, well | really need to do this. So this is the origin of this matter.
How did we get here? Fishing right now, Mr. President, in fact it's our number one
agricultural export of Grenada, fish. It ranges anywhere between EC$25m to EC$30m
annually. We have right now in Grenada based on the stats from the Ministry of
Fisheries in the region of one thousand vessels, so we’re speaking about at least one
thousand fishermen plus their crews and so on. And of course we have, that’s vessels
and then you have about two thousand, five hundred fisher folks total in all. We may
have two persons on a boat etcetera involved in sailing and so on. We don’t only export
but we also do locally. So fishing is a major industry for Grenada and of course the blue

economy and all of those resources is thriving. What we do discover from my
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discussion with the fisher folks is that, they are concerned about training and building
their capacity and also the continuation of the industry when they get old and retire. So
that has been their concern. How do they get the youth and the younger ones to be
involved? How do they look at the issue of value addition in the Fisheries Industry?

We also see a noticeable, and it was very well clearly articulated by the Leader of
Government’s Business, the prospects and existing market potential for seamoss, you
know and so this also is another part of the fisheries product that we have. And there’s
a great demand for this and the fisher folks and the seamoss persons would tell you, we
have close to a hundred farmers. In St. David’'s alone we have about fifty or sixty
persons in the Petite Bacaye area and so on, doing their seamoss cultivation. So there
is a lot of potential for that, but their concern is about building the capacity.

Only recently there was a very good training for captaincy and so on, that was
conducted through some project and the fishermen were very, very happy about that.
But what we discover at the same time, Mr. President, and fellow Senators, is that many
of these training happens through some project and of course we know sometime a
project take two years, three years. So how do you live your life building capacity in that
way? We just spoke about the matter of farmers, fishers being more business-like,
being more structured and organised, but if they have to depend on sporadic training
then that in some ways infringes on real solid capacity. Further to that you would say
where does it exist, how does it exist and of course the Fisheries School that was
established during the days of the Revolution was purposeful for training our fisher
folks. A lot of our retired fishermen, even in the Ministry of Fisheries came through that.

When | speak to, you know those folks in Gouyave and they would tell you, you
know Marquez and all of those guys how they were able to build their capacity and so
on through that. We also speak about persons even from Dominica and St. Lucia and
so on, used to be coming to Grenada and learn in our fishing school. We had trawlers.
What has gone wrong, | don’t know and | would have said that in my maiden speech
back then, but this is not the point of contention now. The question is, how do we
regain what was good so that we can be able to maintain the past? Could we imagine

the next five years, most of our fishermen they are retired, they cannot go out, their
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capacity has lost $25m to $50m, maybe could have been, maybe $30m, maybe $50m
and $60m returned to maybe $10m and we ask ourselves what has happened.

In meeting with the fisher folks in Calliste, | remember meeting one of the
gentleman, he say he was doing the fish pot and how much persons know how to make
the fish pot and he would have learned that from his grandparents and so on. You go to
Gouyave on the Lance and you see they have the Cally and you see how they put the
hook and all of so on, but these are the folks who are doing this every day. What about
the new breed that you need? You need addition, where do they learn the skills?
Where? And so as we look around and in discussion with the fisher folks, we say well
the TAMCC, T.A. Marryshow Community College exists and it already has a
mechanism in place. It's a national institution and in fact | always liked the word
Community College, because community colleges are set up to, for the name, that’s
why it's called Community College. It’'s for the community, to serve the purpose, the
needs of the community.

And so for example, | went to a Community College when | went to America and |
was within a place where you had a lot of Airlines and Boeing fields and so a lot of the
instructors, a lot of the folks were within the Airline Industry, so you learn a lot of
information about that. You go to some other Universities or Colleges depending on
where they operate they might be dealing with lumber or they might be dealing with
fishing itself. So in our small country, which is a whole community, fishing being a
number one product, the question is what are we doing as a nation to safeguard this?
Do we have to go away, travel abroad to learn about how to be number one in our
country? This is the spirit and we already have a mechanism in there. How do we get
trainers and so on, we have in Grenada, different persons of capacity. We also have
people using technology these days so we can also use that as additional ways to even
involve the experience of our process.

The Community College through the TAMCC would make education more
accessible. Normally it's more affordable as you know, but it also gives you a roadmap
to go into a University. For example, there could be partnership with SGU, which we

know there is partnership already existing with the TAMCC. But in fact, if you look at
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the TAMCC Act it can even go as far as offering Bachelor's Degree and so on and a lot
of our locals also even go away and continue another two years or so to finish you know
higher level education. So the point is that the T.A. Marryshow Community College has
a mechanism in place.

Further to that we also have a very important institution in Grenada called the
National Training Agency. | don’t know if we use it sufficiently, where they can offer
what is called the CVQ’s, the Caribbean Vocational Certificate or the National
Certificate, where you go through those skills training and skills certification for that sort
of vocational training. Of course we already have some CVQ’s, it's my understanding
for seamoss production, which St. Lucia is already exploiting, meaning that they are
using that to improve the capacity of their seamoss farmers there. And of course
currently, because you may ask me what are you doing? Currently, through my team
that I’'m working with, we already are engaging with the NTA to see how we can adopt
that same standard for Grenada, so we can build our capacity. But you need a house,
you need an institution.

You may say well you can do it with other private persons, because you want to
provide Private Sector operations. But at the same time, sometimes your most strategic
things, you always need to be in charge of it. So could you imagine you know, you have
us not being able to manage and control a very important resource that has great
potential? We have a lot of young persons who can build their capacity and trained and
so on. Now the location don’t have to be in Mirabeau per se, but it's within the school of
what you say Agriculture and Fisheries, that whole mechanism.

It's ironical, Mr. President, and colleagues that in my research, and | did some
research Garraway this time, okay, for this one (laughter) did some research. Yes | did
some research, | did some research. Interestingly in 2018 actually there was a World
Bank, FAO, some 'INFOPESCA and some conservation international, there was some
consultancy and studies that were done for the Government of Grenada. They did a

whole analysis of the status of the industry and there was a section actually 3.1.3 which

' INFOPESCA — an independent intergovernmental organization with a vocation to serve companies, sector
associations and governments, in all aspects of fisheries and aquaculture development.
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spoke specifically to the human resource and capacity, to show the need for the building
of the capacity of our human resource and if | may read in, in parts, not every single
word, it speaks of twenty years ago and | think the twenty years ago really is thirty plus
years. | think sometime you know consultants when they get their information, because
twenty years ago we know the Fisheries School was closed down since before that. But
it says “twenty years ago staff of the Fisheries Division would attend a Vocational
Fisheries Training School to learn the skills required to carry out their roles.”
This is the Fishing School they have to be speaking about. They say “the school
closed down and since the closure no vocational training has been received by
the Fisheries Division Staff.” Never the less and they speak about the same thing |
say, about the little projects and programmes that would, you know persons can take

little sporadic training but it's nothing consistent as going to a proper Institution.

Sergeant-at-Arms: Deputy President in the Chair.

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: So you may say well why he goes there. If
they can maybe stay with a little project training, go to two workshops, but it went
further, the voice of the farmers. “Little standardised formal training of fishers in
Grenada, other than sporadic training programmes associated with...”, well it's the
Japanese “JICA and some FAO and other donor projects has been undertaken in
recent years. A new training initiative which was started by Fisheries Division in
2018...” they said that was a very good thing, but again it's not within a proper
academic structure. So someone maybe who’s going to TAMCC now maybe to do the
Arts and Science Programme can say I’'m going to do the Fisheries Programme. So
they can sign up for that when they leave high school and they go straight to that, if it's
so approved and added. They speak about “the results from this new initiative was
very good” as | mentioned. They say “in general more formal fisheries training for
fishers will help increase the capacity and value of Grenada’s Fisheries, better

fishing practices, sustainability and productivity wise. Increase in product value
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through value addition and better product handling, increasing health and safety,
food hygiene standards are likely to benefit in the future.”

So what they basically are saying, then they said further, one more thing, they
says “formal training will both help increase the technical knowledge based on
new fishers entering the fleet and highlighting fishing as a career that can
generate significant earning opportunities for the new entrants in the Fisheries
Sector.” So in 2018, there was this report that was established and submitted to
Government, which | get that online, so | guess the Government should have a copy,
saying that something needs to be done for the future of the industry. So this Motion is
asking us to say to the TAMCC and the Council, well through the Government, see how,
because | want to explain this, because the Motion didn’t say the mechanism, so | want
to explain. (Inaudible comments) Well | don’t think we need to be saying the
mechanism, because the mechanism is for the technical persons. You need to sit
down, you need to look at what programmes can be established, maybe you need to
have certain facilities, we know all of those things and you set it up just like how they
would have done anything else.

You may have to go and write a project etcetera, etcetera but for $30m revenue
into this country, what does it cost? We have to get people to do it, maybe like Ministry
of Works to sit down and see what can do, what facility, maybe you can use the CBI
programme to partner and support this sort of investments, because | think that is
something that we have been calling for. How do we divert, brother Judd, divert some
of the CBI funds into meaningful agriculture projects in this country. So this is the
rationale of the Motion and it was further reinforced by some able research that | was
shocked to see that it actually fit what the fisher folks were thinking. Actually it was the
fisher folks who would have discussed this with the consultants. So it's not new to

them, but for me it was new to discover this document.

Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Leader of

Government’s Business.

148



Sitting of the Senate
held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
on Wednesday, 14" July, 2021.

Public Business

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Thank you, Mr. Deputy President. Mr. Deputy
President, once again we are, on Government Side, we are supportive of the
sentiments that are being offered and expressed in the Motion before us, and again we
wish to offer up an amendment to the Motion that's before us in accordance with
Standing Order 32 (3). Mr. President, we recognise the need to build capacity for our
fishers and the Fishing Sector. We know that it is a valuable economic contributor, we
know the potential that we have. The Member mentioned the blue economy and so
forth, significant potential and a critical component in building that capacity is through
education. Once again, my suggestion to the Member on the “Other Side” and | think
there’s going to be a recurring trend with some of the Motions that are brought before
us. It is notwithstanding the value of bringing Motions such as this to the floor, to the
Senate but there is a lot more that is needed than just to say we’re going to establish a
training course at our Community College. There is a lot of work, there is a lot of
thought that needs to go into that, although the principle may well be a very good one,
and | think the Member would find that from some discussions with the Council would
be very useful, with the Minister responsible for Fisheries. There are other
conversations that | think would be a value to the Member and then maybe something a
little more substantive that’'s grounded in the output of those discussions that we can
bring before the House. So the amendment that is proposed, it’s just basically that the
concluding recital, so the first, one, two, three, four, let me offer up sorry, the Sergeant-
of-Arms... (Senator Stiell gave amendments for circulation) So, Mr. Deputy
President, so all but the final paragraph remain we have no issue with that, the
amendment we’re proposing is: “BE IT RESOLVED that the Senate supports the
Ministry of Education’s examination of the feasibility, modalities and cost of
introducing a Fisheries Certified Training Programme at TAMCC as an alternative
to other available training options offered by other training institutions.”

So what this amendment is trying to say is that first of all, in consideration of
TAMCC, there are considerations, the facilities that are provided, do they the physical
space, do they have the equipment, the supporting facilities for the programme. The

development of the curriculum, these things take time, these things take thought, the
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trainers, qualified trainers to identify those qualified persons to run the course, to teach
the course and then to administrate the course and the accreditation and ensuring that
the quality of that facility and the teaching capacity meets the requirements of those
accreditation standards. And then the cost, the cost is one of those very real things you
cannot ignore, what is the cost of operating? And then in crafting that it then has to be
compared to alternatives.

The Member mentioned the NTA for example, there’s NEWLO, there may be,
whether its cooperation with TAMCC or SGU. There are other entities that exist here,
there are other entities that exist within the region. There are established training
programmes, they may be through development partners, they may be a little more
sporadic than we would like as the Member mentioned. But there are other training
programmes that are run that our fishers and other interested parties are able to
access. So an assessment of whether what will be required to establish the programme
at TAMCC is that advantageous to it being offered somewhere else or through some
other modality.

So all of these things need to be assessed but the principle of establishing
training programmes, there are already training programmes in place but having
something more formalised, more institutionalised here or elsewhere has high value.
So what the amendment is basically saying is speak to the Ministry of Education for the
Ministry of Education to do a formal review of what is required with the inputs of the
relevant persons and to see what is the most feasible option that they can support the
suggestion made by the Member on the “Other Side”. So, Mr. Deputy President, |
present this amendment to the House and | seek a seconder on our side and | put it to
the vote as to whether this amended version is acceptable to this House. Thank you,

Mr. Deputy President.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Senator Cox.

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Mr. Deputy President, | stand to second the

amended Motion as presented by the Leader of Government’s Business.
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(Inaudible comments)

Mr. Deputy President: Alright, Senator Cox, | think you may have heard that.

You have to second the amendment to the Motion.

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Thank you very much, Mr. Deputy President, for
that clarification. So | stand to second the amendments offered to the Motion presented

by the Leader of Government’s Business.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Alright, so the
amendments to the Motion as submitted to the Leader of Government’s Business is to

be read a second time for Members to give their comments on the Motion. Senator?

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Mr. Deputy President, | am down to the last
paragraph; “BE IT RESOLVED that...” and | want to suggest and recommend an
amendment here. That paragraph reads “BE IT RESOLVED that the Senate
supports the Ministry of Education’s examination of the feasibility modalities and
cost of introducing a Fisheries Certificate Training Programme at TAMCC.” Now
the addition says as an alternative to other available training options, | think more
options the fisher folks have is better for them in terms of capacity building. TAMCC
may have a programme that they doesn'’t feel fit the need and as a result they will like
the choice and | hope | am reading this thing correct, the choice of that particular
training that is there. So, Mr. Deputy President, | just want to re-read what | am saying,
that Fisheries Certified Programme at TAMCC should not be an alternative; it should
just be to strengthen what we already have.

Mr. President, before | sit | want to add just a few comments in relation to
fisheries. | think most folks here are pretty young but | remember, Mr. Deputy
President, in 1981 at the peak of the Revolution, at the time | was learning Spanish with
some Cubans down at the college and after classes in the evening there were a number

of Cuban training boats on the Carenage... fishing trawlers on the Carenage, so what
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we did from class, we used to go on these boats to practice our Spanish. So the
Cubans were here, and what they were here doing? They was supporting our Fishing
School, fishing was a priority during the Revolution. Over the years subsequently things
have died, the emphasis has shifted and as a result we are in a situation where we are
asking now for the reinstatement, so to speak, of a Fishing School. The Fishing School
was so important that it virtually transformed fishing in this country in the 80’s. The
fishermen at Gouyave used to go out with flying fish boats we called them, sail boats to
fish tuna, one hook on a line. The Fishing School through the Cubans introduced what
we call pallar fishing where we have up to 300 hooks now on one line. So it was a
transformation of the Fishing Industry. Now if that knowledge gained then is not
maintained or retained and passed on to the other generation then we will be losing that
skill and this is why | say it's so important now, Mr. Deputy President to bring back that
element within the TAMCC so that we could start engineering again that kind of capacity
in the young people.

| thought at St. John’s R.C for a number of years. Quite a number of the young
men there that | thought are now into the fishing business and it will be a pleasure for
me to see them go into a Fishing Training School to help them to improve on their
capacity and earn even a better living than what they are earning. | see this Motion as
very pivotal, very important for the sustainability of the Fishing Industry, the profitability
of the FISHING INDUSTRY and thus giving the fishermen a much better economic

status within the community. | throw my support behind this.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Senator Joseph
before you sit, you suggested an amendment to the very last recital. You're saying put
a full stop after TAMCC?

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Yes, that is what | am suggesting.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): On the premise

of what? That the training should only be at TAMCC and nowhere else?
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Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: It says TAMCC as an alternative. TAMCC

training should not be an alternative.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): | thought this was
reading and the mover of the amendment could explain to... | thought it was opening up

to other...

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: It is to determine which is the most appropriate. It
may be TAMCC, it may be an alternative so what we want is what best serves our
students, what best serves our fishers and it may be at TAMCC or it may not be at

TAMCC. The work needs to be done in terms of the feasibility.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: | am trying to understand and | hope | do. My
thing is that we get the best out of what we are doing here and | understand it to mean
that and let me just read it again: “BE IT RESOLVED that the Senate supports the
Ministry of Education’s examination of the feasibility, modalities and cost of
introducing a Fisheries Certified Training Programme at TAMCC as an alternative
to other available training options offered by other training authorities.” And I'm
saying what TAMCC is doing or will do should not be an alternative to what others will

do, that is what | am saying. That is my argument.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Okay Senator we

take your point.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: | rest my case on this.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Senator Bhola.

Sen. the Hon. Roland Bhola: Can I offer an explanation? Remember, this, if |

may Deputy. This is in response to the Senator’s Motion asking that TAMCC put in
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place now a training session for fisher folks. When we examine it and we are saying ok
yes but let us check if you read the first part, the cost and everything else in alternative
to what others are doing. It is not saying that the TAMCC one will be an alternative to
everything else. In other words we must now check out what it will cost, whether we are
capable and what are the standards as compared, maybe you can use the word
compared instead of alternative, that might make it easier to what other people are
offering at this time. So maybe we can change the word alternative and say in

comparison to, that might further explain for him.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Senator

Garraway.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Yes, Mr. Deputy President, | stand to give
my full support to the amended resolution that is presented by the Leader of
Government’s Business this afternoon... the amendments to the resolution. Mr. Deputy
Chair, | came here to say again congratulations to the Senator on the “Other Side” for
the initiative, it's a very good initiative. We understand and we know the value of fishing
to this country, to our farming population but knowing this is one thing but we need to do
again a proper analysis to ascertain if TAMCC, one, has the capacity, if the Council
feels that they have what it takes to make it happen, the Human Resource capital, the
Budget, just name it. We also have to analyse if the current fisher folks that we have
will have to be trained, should they be given a stipend during those training period or
would they be required to pay for the training, so those analysis has to be done and |
agree as the Leader of Government’s Business would have put it; let us conduct that
feasibility study so the Ministry of Education is prime, the line Ministry to do such. And
after they would have come up with their research, who knows, it could be a stand-
alone training institution, it could be merged with TAMCC, it could come through the
initiative of the blue economy, there are a number of alternatives that we can look at.
But the bottom-line is, do the feasibility study and we know this is a good initiative. Yes,

we all remember of the fishing trawlers during the time of the Revolution, some of us
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would have been pretty young but we know about it and we know the value of fishing.
As a matter of fact, up to this day, people from St. Vincent have been talking
about our long line fishing because they don’t know this and we learnt this from the
Cubans and we have fisher folks here or fishermen who are living a good life based on
exploiting the seas, fishing. So we know the value of this but | agree, we have to
always be mindful that if we are to make laws, we must do the work first, the studies.
So when we implement or make the decision, no one can accuse us of being flippant or
not thorough. With these few words, Mr. Deputy, | want to give my full support to the

amendment to the Motion that was presented to us. Thanks.

Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Before we go
further, Senator Bhola made a suggestion to make a change to the last recital and
replace “as an alternative” with “as compared.” | don’t know if Members feel that is
appropriate to change or does it convey the same sentiments (Chatter amongst
Members) leave as is? We leave as is. Ok, so before | put it to the final reading, | want
to make some comments as well. | will use the privilege of the Chair to make a few

comments. Oh sorry, Senator Lewis, please.

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: Thank you very much, Mr. Deputy. | rise
to support the amendments and by extension the Motion and just to say to my colleague
Senator that if in case there was any possibility that it could have been interpreted that
you ought to have done more research before you come with any Motion, | want to
compliment you for the work that you have done. It is our responsibility as Senators to
bring matters of national importance and in particular to the groups that we represent.
And it is for all of us to bring our collective wisdom to make the necessary amendments
that will strengthen it. So | want to compliment you for that and recognise that you did a
lot of research, from going to the ground to get primary information and engaging the
fisher folks and the farmers.

But beyond this, | just wish to also make the following point through you, Mr.

Deputy President, taking up on the point made by the now Deputy President, in relation
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to farmers and farming as a business and individuals have a responsibility, | agree with
that totally. But there is a bigger issue when we speak from a national perspective and |
couldn’t help although we know that and anyone who knows where | am coming from in
terms of my total unapologetic support and admiration for the Grenada Revolution. But
sitting here and listening to the origins of these Motions, | am wondering where have we
gone? And that is why as much as | agree with the point made by the now sitting
Deputy President, about the responsibility of others, the leadership of our country at any
given time has a responsibility to put systems in place to assist and to help identify the
areas that we require for national development. And that is what has come forth here,
the Revolution saw the need for bringing in training and they didn’t leave it up to
individuals because they recognised the individuals had their interest, risking their lives
and going out to fish and they recognised that we need to teach. And that is the same
context that the Marketing Board, the same principle of the Marketing Board came
about during the revolution, to act as that organised competition, mark my word
“organised competition” where you can help manage cost and price and availability of
items. So | give my support to this.

And also | must compliment the “Government Side” for taking it and running with
it although one might stop short from saying, well it is something that we might... ought
to have been addressed before but we are where we are and it is in that spirit that we
need to address these matters. | know this is not as controversial as the Labour issues,
right, but it is all part of the national development because in a large way the Labour
issues address the construct and class character of the society. So | give my support.

Thank you very much.
Mr. Deputy President (Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie): Senator Cadet.
Sen. the Hon. Judd Cadet: Thank you, Mr. Deputy President. Mr. Deputy

President, | also want to join with the others before me and give my support to the

amendments to this Motion.
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Sergeant-at-Arms: President is in the Chair.

Sen. the Hon. Judd Cadet: Mr. President, yes, as | was saying | stand to give
my support to the amendments to the Motion presented. And | would be very brief
because | believe, Mr. President, that the future of this country, the future of Small
Island Developing States really lies with the ocean and that's for me personally as
someone who would have studied marine biology and understand the potential of the
ocean. And understanding that as a Small Island Developing States that our ocean
space comprised of, in Grenada seventy times the size of our land and so when we’re
thinking about development, we must look at the ocean, the ocean must be included.
And sometimes when we talk about agriculture, | think sometimes in my opinion |
believe that sometimes we leave out fisheries and we tend to focus more on the
terrestrial form. But | believe the marine aspect of it has significant potential, significant
opportunities and in some cases | believe, Mr. President, that we have not tapped into
those resources fully.

So | believe the establishment of a Fisheries School will definitely add value in
terms of building capacity especially to the youths in terms of understanding the
resource and understanding how to protect this valuable resource. Also, Mr. President,
the amendments which was made which says that evaluating the feasibility, the
modalities and the cost of introducing these training is also critical because it’s just not
about getting up in the morning and say well we’re going to add a next school or
another department in TAMCC but we have to evaluate what is the best possible
solution to that lacuna that exist. (Laughter) so I think it is critical.

From what | understand, Mr. President, the global demand for fish will increase,
we will see in 2030 it is expected that the global demand will be about one hundred and
fifty to one hundred and sixty tonnes of fish. It is also expected, Mr. President, that if we
continue to fish the way we are fishing that by 2048 the ocean may be without any fish.
So it is important that we look at the concept of sustainable fishing, we also need to look
at building capacity and understanding the importance of marine protected areas

because it is believed that when we establish those things as marine protected areas,
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it's the very same fisher folks that do not comply with the regulations and that cause or
expedite or help with the decline in the fishing stocks. So it is important that we help in
building the capacity and understanding how critical this resource is, how it is critical in
terms of sustaining livelihoods, critical in terms of our development. But similarly, Mr.
President, as a Government we have a responsibility in not just getting up in the
morning and just doing so but we must assess the feasibility of doing such and the best
possible solution. And in so saying, Mr. President, | am saying that | support the
establishment of an institution but it may not be TAMCC but an institution that will help
in building the capacity of our fisher folks, for youth in terms of benefiting from the ocean
resource and helping with the national development.

And in so saying, Mr. President, | want to support the amendments to the Motion,
because | think it’s critical and | want to compliment my colleague on bringing this
Motion and to the Leader of Government’s Business on presenting the amendments. |
think this Motion, Mr. President is forward thinking and it also shows that this
Government as well is embracing ideas which | am very sure that the Government is
also looking at those avenues especially with the fact that we have launched the Blue
Grid master plan and we have also recently we have been part of the Marine Spatial
Planning which is also critical if we're thinking about protecting that resource. So, Mr.

President, | want to support this amendment to this Motion.

Mr. President: Senator De Allie.

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Thank you, Mr. President. | also rise to
support the amendments made to the Motion and to also compliment my Senatorial
colleague because | think this is... (Inaudible comments by Mr. President) ...one
amendment, | left it on your desk.

Mr. President: The words alternative...

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: The last recital...
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Mr. President: The last recital, the word alternative has been put in?

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Yes well the whole recital has been
changed to the original one. We wanted it to change “as an alternative” to “compared”
but we left it “as an alternative”. So the whole last recital has been changed, has been

amended from the original resolution.

Mr. President: By including the word...

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: The whole recital has been changed from

the original. The last one...

(Chatter amongst Members)

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Following, Mr. President?

Mr. President: No, I’'m not...

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Right, so the original recital in the last
recital it said: “BE IT FURTHER...”, no, “BE IT RESOLVED that the Senate supports
this Motion for TAMCC to expand its academic programme to include fisheries
certified training within the existing school of agriculture.” The Leader of
Government’s Business put forward an amended version which changed that particular
recital to read: “BE IT RESOLVED that the Senate supports the Ministry of
Education's examination of the feasibility, modalities and costs of introducing a
Fisheries Certified Training Programme at TAMCC as an alternative to other
available training options offered by other training institutions.” That is the paper

Resolution on your desk.

Mr. President: Oh, okay.
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Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: That's the amended version. Amended,

amendments to the original.

Mr. President: Proceed.

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Very well. Thank you, Mr. President. So,
| also wanted to compliment my Senatorial Colleague, because this is the first time in
my many years in this Upper House that | saw something coming to deal specifically
with the fishers and the fisher folks and I think they would love you even more for that
(laughter) and bringing it to this Honourable House. (Applause) And I think we all fully
support this because it's forward thinking as other Senatorial Colleagues have indicated
and | mean what better way to build capacity than through education and training. So
that is, that is a given. But | just want to feature and give a little comment on TAMCC,
because you know | laboured in that institution as an executive member for many years
and TAMCC through its Mirabeau School, | believe it's something that can work, | know
the Leader of Government’s Business says the studies has to be done, and rightfully so,
we need to understand. But there is one critical element to all of this, and that is the
financial support that needs to be thrown behind our school as TAMCC. We give
TAMCC programmes but we never support them financially in the end and | have to say
that. | know my Members on the “Other Side” may take some objection but that’s the
reality. When nursing was given to TAMCC, Ministry of Education, Ministry of Health
never gave us the budget and we struggled and it's a similar think. | think TAMCC is
well equipped. When the Ministry of Education does the analysis, Mirabeau School has
great opportunity for expansion and | suspect when all the work was done for curricular
resources and all of that it can be accommodated, but Government has to put the
support where it needs to be put. And for this particular industry, as you said the
returns are humongous if we develop it as we should and there are many ways we
could do it, mentorship programmes, we have existing trawlers. There are many things,

we don’t have to go and buy trawlers as how the Cubans came and gave us and so on.
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So there are many ways we could do it, but the key here is that, and the principle
is that we should start back the training school and invest in our young people who
wants to make it a business, and Senator for Labour indicated it has to be a business
approach as well. And we have to facilitate it and that is the role of our colleagues on
the “Other Side” to push that through, as they have indicated that they fully supports
what is being put here and of course as you said the amendment | think captures it well.
We have to do the study, we have to understand but at the end of the day we are
committed to showing that we believe that a Training School must be set up for our
fisher folk who want to go there and gain to themselves and the country what we do
there. So | fully support this, Mr. President, and | think that is a positive move brought

by the Senator for Agriculture and Fisheries and | compliment him.

Question put and agreed to.
Motion approved as amended.

Mr. President: Senator St. Clair.

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Yes, thank you, Mr. President. Okay it's the

last Motion, okay, it’s the last Motion.

(Inaudible comments)

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: This is the last Motion. Yes, yes, yes, |
would keep it simple because | trust the Leader of Government's Business have an
amendment somewhere waiting for analysis and examination. (Laughter) Okay.
Alright, so, | present to this Honourable House, Mr. President, standing in my name a
Motion on the Need for Increased Resources for the Police to Fight Praedial Larceny.
And it reads: WHEREAS farmers continue to suffer increased losses due to praedial

larceny despite the enactment of new legislations in August 2020;
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AND WHEREAS the increased incidence of praedial larceny can cause farmers
moral to decrease negatively impacting our food security and food safety;

AND WHEREAS the police force is charged with the responsibility of enforcing
the laws and regulations pertaining to praedial larceny;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Senate supports this Motion to
provide the police force with the required resources to arrest and reduce farmers’ losses
due to praedial larceny such that our food security and food safety can be improved.

It went further to say: BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that should this Motion be
passed, that the House of Representatives be so informed of the decision of the Senate
and that the Government provides, of course they would have to do the research,
provides an immediate injection of resources within this fiscal year such that the police

force can improve its fight on praedial larceny. Here ends the Motion.

Mr. President: Thank you Senator St. Clair.

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Mr. President, | rise to second the Motion.

Mr. President: The Motion has been seconded by Senator De Allie. Senator St.

Clair.

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Yes, Mr. President. | would not be extremely
long with this. We would have discussed and debated on various ways in here, in the
media, you would have heard the plight of the farmers with praedial larceny and the
problems that they are facing. | think it's well established, both myself and of course the
Minister for Agriculture, you may say that we have a joint force trying to fight this serious
matter on behalf of the farmers. Of course as the Motion mentioned, there is a law that
was revised lately, but my research shows that the law is more than the law. Some of
the new things that are in the law, in fact if you read the revised law, it speaks a lot
about penalties and other administrative mechanisms that are not even involving the

real issue of holding those thieves who are stealing the products, and what we need is,
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is boots on the ground. We need more forces out there in the field to monitor, to patrol
as we have with the police. You know, Mr. President, only Friday night | was not
coming from L’Anse Aux Epines, (laughter), only Friday night | was on my way and
when | reached to Calivigny | saw full police search and check and vehicles and attired
wardens and all of those and | say wow, this is so good. | wish | could see this 5 o’clock
in the morning, 4 o’clock in the morning when maybe some of the stolen produce might
be going to market and you can stop those vehicles and say where did you get those
products from? And this is the type of resource that we need, in addition to boots on the
ground in the field. And | know the story is, there are no vehicles, there is no personnel.

Mr. President, I've been looking at this very deeply and while we speak about the
law and we speak about all those things, it became very evident that the resource is
missing. We had a case where we had thirty something or so officers involved in
praedial larceny, that has diminished. Some of them would have resigned, some would
of moved on into the real police force and that is why | said earlier, (inaudible
comments) yes when | say that, well they go up to the real uniform that we know, in the
blue and black uniform, not the green. Yes, because the praedial larceny task force,
they wear green and they are Rural Constables. So that’'s why | was happy to hear
about the ranking and the performance appraisal and so on, so that these individuals
can rise up and increase the motivation, but it’s just a little bit of them.

The issue of vehicles is an issue. For example, | met with the police farm watch
in Sauteurs last week | think it was, or week before and it was, | mean it's sad. As the
officer said, we have one vehicle and this vehicle if we have to move with a prisoner
that’s it, no vehicle present in Sauteurs for the day. So if they have to go on any patrol
or they need to respond to something they cannot move in that. In fact they even
reported, they was able to give a report on some of the incidents and you’ll see there
was a rise in the report in terms of incidents of praedial larceny in the St. Patrick’s area.
Something like about thirty in the first quarter and about another forty or so in the
second quarter, and of course nationally we also see rise in cases, we had like forty six
reported in December 2020, seventy-six reports in January 2021, so it's a matter that

we must not take lightly. The similar efforts that we are taking with many other issues of
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crime in the country, we need to address this matter from two angles; from a food
security standpoint but from most importantly food safety, because once products are
being tampered with or stolen, it interferes with a lot of things.

So how do we prevent this? Having stronger penalties and so on is fine, is good,
but we also need to have prevention and from my discussion with the officers, there’s a
need, there’s a need. In fact there are some of them now in Sauteurs they were
IMANI’s, about four of them out of the six of them or eight of them are IMANI’'s. And
they came, they say sir, see how you could help us to become proper into the praedial
larceny, we just there like this. And they don’t have no, even power of arrest, they
cannot even because they just have to ride along with, so they are there as persons but
they cannot say take four IMANI’s and send them off on a mission, because they don’t
have power within the law of acting.

So there are a lot of challenges, and so as | would have mentioned before, when
| look at the Ministry of Agriculture budget for 2021, | would have seen that it was
allocated in 2020, something like $250,000. $16,000 | think was spent for 2020 and
2021 they allocated $25,000 so it gone down, but the Ministry of Agriculture is not the
one that is responsible for enforcing the law, for arresting people, because they don't,
the praedial larceny task force doesn’t fall under the Ministry of Agriculture. So really
and truly this money to the Ministry of Agriculture is for administration, PR and this sort
of, when we really need individuals on the ground, this is funded through the police.
Through my discussion with the Chief of Police, this is funded through, because the
praedial larceny officers fall under the, the police.

Now when | look at the budget for the police, it is, essentially it hasn’t really
changed from 2020 to 2021. In fact interestingly praedial larceny which really belongs
to the police for enforcement is not even listed nowhere in the series of classification in
the budget. So for example under the capital expenditure, that’s where more of the
things | see, one sec, police, praedial larceny, no | have it, police, right it speaks about
administration, it speaks about public order routine, well the police would know what
that means, it has public order investigation, that might be CID maybe, public order

operational support, public order special, file services, immigration services, port
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security. So where is the praedial larceny? And if we can isolate the praedial larceny
as a unit, as | would have suggested even this morning, and we can put focus to it,
based on all of these incidents, it will provide more focus for us. In fact, maybe it is
within one of this one that speak about public disobedience or something like that,
maybe, as a sub item, but if that’s the case the difference between year to year in terms
of the line item allocation, it’'s pretty much the same. And we know that we don’t have
enough persons, so it definitely means that we need more individuals there and as | say
in my discussion with the Commissioner and | think that’s the best place to research.
We had a discussion and this came out very clearly that we need to have some more
resource allocated. Now we can say the budget for 2021 is already established and
done, and we didn’t know praedial larceny might have been so heavy, we are tight on
cash, but the fact is, the consequences, the consequences of this rising crime is what is
worrying me.

The consequences, | wouldn’t go further than that, of persons going on one’s
farms, the food safety issues, the safety of individuals, all those become... In fact it was
said that after the curfew the thieves are outside raining up and down and again do the
police have enough resource to be out there monitoring and so on? Now you may say
well you can reallocate. In fact | spoke to some of the officers and we spoke about this
is a very important point, because you may say well, because | raised it, | say well can
they borrow vehicles from other Ministries in the night and do their runs, because in the
night the Ministries are closed down. And they said hmm, the Ministries don’t want to
lend their vehicles, because sometime they don’t take care of it and, and the Ministries
are very worried or what. So it really shows that they really need something separate
and focused and if you have focus then you could able to better monitor, better analyse
and it come back also to help this regulations that the Commissioner, the Chief of Police
would be able to assess his workers and see how they are performing.

In fact when you look at one of the performance indicators from the Ministry of
Agriculture as it relate to praedial larceny, they speak about reducing incidence of
praedial larcenies. So if you don’t have the resource, how can we expect to have any

sort of performance and rewards and all of those things, and just have the farmers
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hoping and | think somebody mentioned that, living in expectation. So this is the spirit
of this Motion asking us to ask the Government to consider increasing the allocation. Of
course | know this wouldn’t just write a cheque and say to the Commissioner this is
more money for it. We must do analysis, | mean we know that. You know we can go
into those details and say you need to conduct the analysis and the feasibility to find out
how many persons do you need, what go be the structure and all of those things, we
know that. Right, that is a given in anything we are doing, because nobody cannot
spend money like that, even within the Government, you must have a budget, you must
have a plan, you must have a corporate plan which outlines all of those things. So we
expect that. So this is the direction, Mr. President, and colleagues that this Motion
comes. Because after all the exploration, this seems to be the stumbling block in the

whole process moving forward. Thank you.

Question proposed.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Thank you, Mr. President. And once again
Government Side has some proposed amendments under Standing Order 32 (3), so if |
could, Sergeant-at-Arms could distribute this please. And as it’s being circulated, | can
again just give a context to the proposed amendments. Again, once again, Mr.
President, the Ministry of Agriculture is, and Government is highly sensitive to what the
Member has presented and detailed discussions are already taking place within the
Ministry of Agriculture. And | believe Senator St. Clair has been in direct contact with
the Minister of Agriculture on this matter. Since the amendments to the Praedial
Larceny Act in 2020, there’s been the establishment of a Praedial Larceny Unit within
the Ministry, which is supported by officers across the Ministry, across Government.
The establishment of a Praedial Larceny Committee, which has persons outside of the
Ministry, outside of Government also on board and these are units that have been

established recognising the weaknesses, institutional weaknesses that exists,
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understanding with this very detailed piece of legislation, the Praedial Larceny Act, the
need to be able to operationalise that. The original Act is dated back to 2005, many
things haven’t been done by successive Governments, but this Administration
recognised those weaknesses, amended that legislation, putting structures, formal
structures in place which will enable the Ministry to as | said operationalise what is
within that act. The line items in the budget for Praedial Larceny aren’t a true reflection
of all of the resources that are available. So even though, again there is no line item,
the unit, the task force, the thirty-six praedial larceny officers, that are the boots on the
ground, rely heavily also on direct support from the RGPF from the... what was your

term, the regular police force. So...

(Inaudible comments)

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Yes. Also through GIS, public relations is a key
function and public awareness, sensitising the public about this scourge, not being a
victim to not being a facilitator of this horrible criminal activity. So there are other line
items, there are other components that aren’t spotlighted in terms of resources that are
provided, that are critical to the actions and the operations of the task force. But that’s
notwithstanding the fact that the Minister for Agriculture and the Ministry of Agriculture
recognised there is a lot more that needs to be done, so once again, sensitive to the
sentiment that is behind this Motion.

The proposed changes have now been circulated, so the first three recitals
remain unchanged. The change comes in what the proposed amendment is asking the
Senate to do, is to support the ongoing work by the Ministry of Agriculture and the
Praedial Larceny Unit, review of its operations to improve its effectiveness and bring
greater satisfaction to farmers in addressing the scourge of praedial larceny. “AND BE
IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Senate calls upon the Ministry of Agriculture to
complete this review to make the necessary adjustments to achieve this.” This is
work that’s already being undertaken within the Ministry. Supplementary Appropriation

will be coming to Parliament in the very near future. | believe there’s an opportunity for
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the Senator to engage even further with the Minister for Agriculture in terms of what
additional resources would be appropriate. And when we talk about resources we have
to talk in the broader sense. It doesn’t necessarily mean financial resources. In fact |
had a conversation with the Minister and he’s saying even if he gave us more money
that is not the piece that’s going to solve some of the immediate challenges that exist.
It's about reorganising how they work, how they engage, how they engage with other
partners.

The Minister has engaged UNDP for example, not everything has to come from
Government. So there’s been an outreach to at least two development partners in
terms of developing project concepts, using technology, how technology can be used to
assist in combating praedial larceny. There was a programme where | think somewhere
in the region of three hundred cameras have been provided at cost by the Ministry to
farmers. The installation, maintenance of cameras, to provide surveillance and | believe
some of these are portable cameras with night-vision etcetera, so that farms can be
monitored at night.

So, I'm saying all of this to say that lots needs to be done, a lot is being done.
I's not just about increasing a budget line item. It's having that thorough review,
thorough understanding of all of those needs and Senator | think you’re in a very good
position to provide input to that and provide advice. So my suggestion, as | said earlier
engage even deeper and | think this is an appropriate time in order to do that. And
identify some, have a better understanding of what is taking place and how that can be
strengthened based on your input. But what is put before us in this amended Motion is
asking for the Senate’s support of the ongoing work and review, looking at ways in
which support to prove the Praedial Larceny Unit can be strengthened to achieve
precisely what the Senator and us as Government want to see. So these are the
amendments that are proposed. | seek a seconder on our side and | seek the support
and approval of Members in the Senate for the amended Motion, or the amendments to

the Motion. | thank you.

Mr. President: Thank you Senator Stiell. Senator Judd Cadet.
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Sen. the Hon. Judd Cadet: Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. President, | wish to
second their amendments to the Motion put forward by the Leader of Government’s

Business.

Mr. President: Thank you Senator. Honourable Members, the Motion has been

seconded.

Question proposed.

Mr. President: Senator Joseph, Matthew Joseph.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Yes, Mr. President. Now | come from an
agricultural background so, Mr. President, this Motion means a lot to me and | can
identify with it. But, Mr. President, fighting praedial larceny is a very complex job and
what makes it so complex, is that there are so many players, there are so many players.
Now, Mr. President, | have an issue in relation to personnel who are placed to try to
make the system work and let me explain what | mean. Now praedial larceny is very
technical in terms of solving and what is most important in relation to the police and the
farmers, is trust. Trust is a very, very key word in relation to police and the farmers.
Now what has been happening over the years and over time is that when you establish
a relationship with the police officers in a particular area and the trust develops then
what happens, they go and transfer.

You see, Mr. President, | am a farmer and my neighbour next door has his land
and | see a praedial larcenist going to this person’s land and remove their produce, |
have a responsibility to tell the police. But at the same time, Mr. President, | am in my
land by myself every day. So if | tell the police and | don'’t trust the police then there is a
problem so | would not tell the police. But if | develop the trust in those police officers
then | will go and say, hey this person is doing this. So | am saying, Mr. President, that

the Praedial Larceny Force should not be moving on as they are moving on presently.

169



Sitting of the Senate
held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
on Wednesday, 14" July, 2021.

Public Business

A Praedial Larceny Force should be a Praedial Larceny Force and it should remain
there for a while.

There is one praedial larceny officer in St. John attached to the Praedial Larceny
Force and | could call his name, his name is Dragon, very, very competent, very
trustworthy and somebody who believes in what he is doing. But what happened? He
was there for a while and then they move him up to Samaritan, so a vacuum was
created. So we need to look at this and bear this in mind.

Now, Mr. President, just the final point | have here. That was a discussion held
recently held at the AGM of the Cocoa Association and | think it is worth mentioning
here. Some farmers are now asking for a praedial larceny register, let the community
know. Although most of the communities would know but establish a praedial larceny
register so that it is made public somewhere so you can see the hames of these people.
| don’t know how that fits in legally but the point is the farmers are desperate, they are
losing their produce, they are losing money and they would try and do almost anything
to protect their crop. Mr. President, it is not an easy thing as a farmer to plant a plantain
sucker, it takes ten months to mature, at the tenth month when you’re about to go and
harvest, somebody come and just take it and go with it, it's painful. So we have to do as
the Senate, as the Government, as everybody, we have to do whatever is legally correct
and | am saying legally, not planassing people. I'm not too sure if that is legally correct
or asking for guns but let us do what is legally correct to try to see how best we could
resolve the issue. And | may say, Mr. President, we may not eliminate it but let us see if
we can reduce it. Thank you very much, Mr. President.

Mr. President: Thank you, Senator Joseph. Senator Cox.

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Thank you very much, Mr. President. Mr.

President, | rise to give support to the amendment.

Mr. President: Could I inquire, your meeting has been cancelled?
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Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Pardon me?

Mr. President: | was just inquiring whether or not your meeting for this evening

was cancelled or still on?

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Oh. Mr. President, you know the people’s
business is of most importance so | had to indicate that | would not be able to make it.

So | believe | will be forgiven. (Laughter) (Inaudible comments) Never mind that.

Mr. President: Let me put it to you straight, | was trying to find a way for us to

speed up.

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Mr. President, we are about one hour and a half
late already. Mr. President, | just want to just make a few quick comments on this. |
think the objective of the Motion is one that is very important and instructive at this time.
But | think to sum it up and | understand how farmers feel. Mr. President, you know
those of us who played marbles, when you are an inch away from the ring and someone
just go and take a pitch and they deprive you, that is how farmers feel when they wake
in the morning and they don’t see their produce. So we understand in that context how
it feels and it can bring out different emotions and they do get frustrated.

But | want to go back to Senator Joseph’s description; it is a very complex
matter. | think that there might be an opportunity for a different approach to be taken,
something similar to standard policing where the police department seem to have a
good community policing programme where other crimes are committed and the police
can quickly get information through that programme. | think there is a clear opportunity
to start employing that approach either by quietly compensating some persons to report.
| think that is something that is missing and there is a clear opportunity for us to do that
because | believe the perpetrators are known, | believe that, that they are known but it is
just a matter of catching them in the act and I think there is some work for us to be done

in that regard.
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| think it will be interesting also, Mr. President, to know what was the impact of
when we had thirty plus officers at that time; was the impact positive? So those are
some of the things that we need to know. As the Leader of Government’s Business
indicate that there might be much more than just adding persons, there might be
reconfiguration and adding some new things. | wanted to point to the issue of the
budget and the variation, in one year it was $200,000.00 and the next year it was
$25,000.00. Oftentimes, Mr. President, those allocations might be as a result of a
particular project so if that project was implemented or was not implemented and the
time conclude, then those monies would not come back in the budget. So those
variations can be as a result of that. In most cases that is what happens.

And | think the mention of having the praedial larceny as a line item in the
budget, | think what is happening is that praedial larceny, the application in terms of
executing the programme, it is considered as regular policing so you wouldn’t see it
separate and apart but | understand the concern but | just thought that it is important
that | offer these clarifications so that we do not leave anything out to chance. Because
it is important from our end, that we bring some clarity to some of the questions and
suggestions that come from our stakeholders on the “Other Side”. So with these few
comments | just want to again reiterate my support for the amendment and of course
the initial objective of this Motion to ensure that we bring further support to the farming
community to ease their stress and the financial implication that is associated with
praedial larceny. Maybe that is something that we also need to cost to see how much
monies that is being lost, that is another valuable exercise. Thank you very much, Mr.

President.

Mr. President: Thank you Senator Cox. Senator De Allie.

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Thank you, Mr. President. | will also be
short. Mr. President, | am probably seeking some clarity through you to the Leader of
Government’s Business. | am not totally understanding how the change in recital four is

addressing the question that was raised in the original resolution that stated that the
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Member for Agriculture is saying here that the issue as he have identified it is the
resources for the operationalising of the boots on the ground, transport for the police
officers to respond appropriately when a call comes into the station regardless of where
it is. That seems to be the crux of the problem and he was asking for support in terms
of additional resources either through vehicles or whatever. How is that addressed in
recital four? Is the Praedial Larceny Unit part of the RGPF? | understand there is need
for... and it's a complicated issue and there probably needs to be wider discussions.
But on the immediate sense and | know we have budget issues coming up shortly to
deal with, how does that problem that is raised by the Senator addressed through recital
four? For example, Mr. President, | believe one of the things that needs to be
addressed is a night court for these issues. So that when we arrest these... not
praedial larcenist, | want to call them what they are “thieves” of agricultural produce
from farmers, we could quickly render the kind of justice that needs to be rendered.
And | am not understanding through the Leader of Government’s Business how recital
four addresses that issue of putting resources in a most focused way because | think
that is what he was requesting through his resolution; focusing the resources on the
people which are the RGPF Personnel that needs to respond to calls when they come
in and also arrest people quickly. Even the police checks, | mean could that... | say
that, Mr. President, | want to support the resolution in its principle but | am not sure how

this amended resolution through recital four addresses that.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: There was something | should have referenced.
The final recital is asking for immediate injection of resources within this fiscal year.
The Senate, in our Standing Order the Senate cannot impose or increase any charges
on the revenues or other funds of the State and this is what this is asking for. So what
we have tried to do is to reframe it, so it's not just about recycle people. The work that
is taking place in the Ministry is just to review all elements so in a broader, the idea is

that by broadening this review which is looking at resources in the widest sense and
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looking at where that additional support can have best effects. So whether it is deeper
engagement on the law enforcement side and that what needs to be strengthened,
whether it is something administrative, whether it is additional equipment, that will come

out of the work that is being looked at right now.

Mr. President: Senator Roderick St. Clair.

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Mr. President, | did also have that same
concern as the original thought process. | believe though that we have an opportunity
to mention and | understand that we cannot impose. | think we should say or find some
wording to say and identify the resources or something saying that there is something or
some wording to suggest that whenever this review is going to take place that we
identify the amount of resources etcetera that will be required. It is the same thing for
whatever plan that is going to be designed, whatever discoveries, what will be the
resources? Otherwise this is continuing to do the same thing, at the Ministry and the
Praedial Larceny Unit which doesn’'t have a domain over the police force which is the
one who really is commanding that major part of the resource for monitoring and so on.
So whilst there are other resources that will be required whether it's PR, equipment
etcetera, we should use the words somewhere resources.

So for example we can say: AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Senate
calls upon the Ministry of Agriculture to complete this review including resources
required to make the necessary adjustment to achieve this. So this is what | am humbly

offering to be on point.

Mr. President: You have a specific formulation?

Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: That's what | just said. The Senate calls
upon the Ministry of Agriculture to complete this review including resources required to
make the necessary adjustment to achieve this standard. So that is the... so it is not

just doing a review but whatever resources is required because we understand that it is
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a plan you would want to come up with at the end of the day and then we will see how it
goes and we identify whether the money is available etcetera, but the word resources is

critical otherwise we would end up in the same drama.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: If | could suggest because there are on-going
suggestions between the Senator and the Ministry. What is here is sufficiently loose but
sufficiently tight to cover. The focus of this is about improving the effectiveness to
address the needs of the farmers and it is calling on for the necessary adjustments. |
am being very careful in terms of the language around that but | believe that what this is
signalling is the willingness to look at all of the elements and identify those actions that
will improve the effectiveness, there are constraints around this. There is an opportunity
in terms of the work that is taking place right now within the Ministry and what | would
urge the Senator to do is to engage with them at this time in order to identify some of
those areas that would improve that effectiveness and whatever resources they draw
upon in terms of resources that are available to get that conversation going. So my
suggestion is the language is sufficient | believe to achieve at least partially what it is

you are looking for.

Mr. President: Senator Bhola.

Sen. the Hon. Roland Bhola: Mr. Chair, just by way of some background
knowledge, most time the word resource is being used, we often tend to associate that
with dollars and cents, most times. But my own experience is that we have been able to
achieve a lot through the Praedial Larceny Task Force and the personnel and the
guestion was asked by Senator Cox as to what were the results and the records are
there. We had seen an increase in the numbers of arrest, the number of cases that
went to court. In fact the reporting from farmers was increased because as was
mentioned by Senator Joseph, this issue is so complexed that there are farmers who
will not report to the Police because they see it as a waste of their time because you're

not getting much satisfaction at the end of the day. Someone suggested, | think it was
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Senator Cox that maybe we can have some people quietly paid, we don’t need that in
Grenada, | can tell you that from my own experience. Everybody knows in every village
who are the culprits, we don’t want to use the word “praedial larcenist” everybody knows
who they are and most people know who they sell to.

The legislation calls for a number of things that | think we have not been doing
over the years, one, registration of vendors. We need to know who the vendors are,
they need to have their identification card, their ID number which must be placed into a
computer system and | recall that at one time, all of the extension offices throughout the
Island was being equipped with computers as well as the Police Stations. Because you
had to develop a link, there was the issue of identifying hotspots, areas where at any
particular time, the extension officer can give information to the police where they have
an expectation of crops that will be ready for harvest so they can make spot checks.

| recalled an era when almost every Police Station had a vehicle specified for
praedial larceny members even when there was no money to buy vehicles; old vehicles
were repaired, two and three were put together to make up and | am not saying that has
to continue because we need to improve and get better. But | believe there are some
things that we have been over-looking over time, just not getting into the habit of doing it
that would not cost a lot but it will surely make the operations of the Praedial Larceny
Task Force much more efficient and that doesn’t mean that probably the numbers that
has left as you said, Senator St. Clair. | don’t know how many people that’s left from
what was there before and we probably need to increase the numbers again probably
even beyond that. Because one of the things that have been recognised as a result of
the pandemic as well is that with more people going on the unemployment line that
activity has increased significantly.

The spot checks one, there was a time when the idea was floating around of
getting some of these motor bike type vehicles that can carry two or three people and
capable of hitting the terrain, the mountainous terrain and so, | don’t know what has
happened to that and Senator De Allie did mention high court. What we had put
forward at one time was having a specialised court for praedial larceny because that’s

another issue where it takes sometimes six months, one year or two years when a
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farmer brings a matter forward and the culprit has been caught and it takes so long.
Sometimes you have the matter being put off, wasting the farmer’s time, days after days
after days having to go to the court and nothing is happening. So these are some of the
things that | suggest can happen that doesn’t cost a lot. And the special court for
praedial larceny as we have said before doesn’t necessarily mean a building but having
a special magistrate for example for praedial larceny cases. So on Monday maybe that
Magistrate will sit in St. George’s but Tuesday in St. John’s and Wednesday in St.
Andrews and St. David’s on Thursday. So what it does is give an opportunity on
different days of the week that all praedial larceny matters or most praedial larceny
matters for a particular jurisdiction can be heard and you can expedite the process. And
that by itself will help because farmers will then realise that we are getting things done.
| think there is a calypsonian somewhere in Trinidad that say when they commit their
crime today we want swift penalty, | don’t remember what it said, Senator Lewis might
know it better than me, in one day time. So | think there are some things that may not
cost a lot but it just takes implementation on the part of those who are involved with the
process to start making some strides to give encouragement because there are some
people as farmers who are sometimes down right fed up especially when you know who
that person who is repeatedly doing what they are doing to you and we don’t want to...
let me leave that part out because we don’t want to go down that road. So sometimes |
believe the frustration that the farmers are expressing to you as their Senator is
something that is real and is something that | think the Ministry of Agriculture
understands.

| think the Minister is fully aware of it and has been making attempts but probably
what we need is probably wider consultation because there are some people who have
ideas that may not bring across a lot of financial implications that can help with the
process. Down the line, we may eventually have to spend money as we try to improve
and make the process work better but | think we need to continue the dialogue, the
consultation, the farming community need to speak out.

The issue of farm watch used to be something that was very relevant. | don’t

know what has happened, there are not many areas where you still have farm watch
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and simply, like somebody made the point, if you see someone going into the other
ones property, there is that system where you call up and immediately there is some
kind of response. There are cases where the farmers themselves will come together as
a team and try to catch whoever that perpetrator that has been hurting them.

We cannot leave out, Mr. Chair, the issue of information and utilising the media
as much as possible and bringing relevance to the matter because some of us even
some of us who are farmers and speak about the issues support the people who are
involved, the praedial larcenist as they are called, without sometimes even
understanding. So Senator you are here today and you are bringing forward... just as
an example, let me make that absolutely clear, the issue of how we deal with that and
your wife decide she wants to cook a proper oil down. Well from the countryside, we
know about that, not so much like the town people. But she doesn’t have coconut which
is a pretty scarce item and some guy is passing by and offering coconuts and she
purchase three or four from him to cook oil down not even understanding that it was just
stolen from another person’s land. So we give support sometimes without even
understanding and you’re going down the street and lovely mangoes selling on the side
of the road, you get a nice little packet, six or seven for $5.00 and you say that is a good
deal let me take three packets in that, not understanding that, that was mangoes stolen
from another farmer’s land.

| mean the issue of educating and putting in place some of the structures; the
registration of vendors, seeing their ID cards, seeing their badge, taking their number.
So you purchase something and you know, the exchange of the receipt as the law calls
for. If you are trading in agricultural goods of a certain quantity, there must be an
exchange of some receipt to say who you purchase from, when you purchase. The
issue of farmers stealing from farmers is a serious one as well. So Farmer A in bound
with Farmer B and he planting one hundred stools of tomatoes and Farmer B plant five
hundred but Farmer A is selling more tomatoes than Farmer B. How do you deal with
all of those issues? Very complicated as you said but there are simplified ways if we sit
down and we consult and we deal with it. So yes | agree more resources may be

necessary but | believe the word of the day “common sense”, a common sense

178



Sitting of the Senate
held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
on Wednesday, 14" July, 2021.

Public Business

approach to it sometimes can help us find some solutions without spending too much
money. | rest my case here, Mr. President. But to say that | fully support the Motion.

Mr. President: Senator Bhola, just as you introduced that question in terms of
the frustration that farmers endure by not having timely prosecution or timely hearing of
people who are charged. One of the ways to address this is the special larceny court in
which you don’t have to set up a completely new infrastructure, you could say for
example in each of the jurisdictions and | think you have a Western Division, Eastern...
Senator Williams, | mean you will be more familiar with that and administratively what
can be done is that the sitting Magistrates can be asked to dedicate whether it's one
day every fortnight outside of the criminal and other matters you just deal with
specifically praedial larceny so that in any fortnight there may be two days just
dedicated to which the cases pending can be heard. Because | think it is an important
observation that many farmers have become so frustrated that they don’t even go to
court, they don’t even bother reporting it because they think it is a complete waste of
time. If | could be facetious, | wouldn’t ask them to visit you so you can give them your

own example and experience.

Sen. the Hon. Roland Bhola: | didn’t want to go there and push it to that.

Mr. President: Well, (laughter) | don’t want to go there. So Senator Garraway,
yes please if you can make your contribution.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Thank you very much, Mr. President. Mr.
President, | want to stand to give my full support to the amendment that was made to
the Motion on the Table and just to take up where you left. It is my belief a court or a
court day for praedial larceny should be established and it should not be in the day
when the farmers are going to lose the time. It should be probably in the evening after

they would have finished their work and so forth so they can do that. And COVID has
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taught us, we do not have to sit in a room face to face but in the comfort of their own
home through the technology they can meet and have the court.

Mr. President: Except that the accused may not have that facility.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: No, the accused would have to come where
they supposed to sit, either in the Police Station or in the Court House wherever it is but
the farmer do not have to be at the Court House, he could be in his home but the point
is, do it at a time when he would have finished his work in the day in the farm, so he do
not have to lose a day work to come to the court. He is being robbed at both fronts;
robbed from the field and robbed from the time; we don’t want to do that to him
anymore. And that’s the crux of my presentation, Mr. President, because we have tried
and mind you, | want to again commend my fellow Senator on the “Other Side” for his
foresight in the praedial larceny, because this is a scourge that farmers have been
faced with year in year out. And mind you, it is not just a Grenada problem. It's a
problem worldwide, but we cannot continue to use old methodologies and hope to be
able to find solution in this modern context, modern environment, modern society that
we're in. So | am proposing, as I've done when we debated the Praedial Larceny Bill,
about a year ago, we need to establish not just a receipt system, a specialised receipt
system with tracking along the value chain. And this receipt should be issued by the
Ministry of Agriculture so it's standardised, not everybody having their own. So we need
to do this.

But | want to go a little further; we have today block chain technology. So let us
go a little further in with using the technologies. It is there; let us develop the technology
so farmers can track their produce. | go into the farm, in the supermarket and | use my
cell phone and on the barcode | could say where it came from, | can know what
implements that were used in the field. That's where we need to go because, one, we
cannot continue to just look at building a unit for praedial larceny, they cannot police the
entire country. And we talk about hot spot; they still cannot police the entire country.

We talk about probably motor bikes, the thieves have watchmen, they have lookouts
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and so forth. They know and they move, so let us use the technology that will be able
to capture them when they try to get rid or to sell or to exchange the produce. We have
to look at this, Mr. President, because, | think it was sometime last year, | saw the
Minister of Agriculture in a farm with this gentleman, probably the gingers maybe had
two more months to go and these guys plundered the field, over thousands of dollars he
lost. Think about it, ginger takes a lot to bring it to maturity, because he would have to
constantly moulding this thing as it grow old, above the earth, you mould it, so you have
to nurture this thing until it's ready to mature. And to come close to maturity, when you
think you will get back something on your investment, because you would have paid
workers to bring your crop to that stage of maturity and only to come in the morning and
realise your field was plundered. | could understand the pain and some of the reasons
why some people haven’t been prosecuted, because they talk about you have to have
evidence. If a man stole your tomatoes, this is perishable; it could rot in a day or two

brother Bhola, so...

(Inaudible comments by Senator Bhola)

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: ...so we need, we need to do... this is the
reason why we need to ensure that we expedite things to protect our farming
community. And | do agree, Mr. President, what we need at this point in time, so yes
we will have the registration, farmers will have their certificate, | do believe in the block
chain technology, so you have codes so you'll would know who farm what and so forth,
within this whole and the extension workers will have more work to do. Within the
production scheme, they will know who produce what, what time of maturity. All those
things will be done within the system, so you have the computerised system, as | said
the technology is there, let's use it. Let's use our young people who're coming from
TAMCC and so forth with the knowledge. This | believe, Mr. President, is what is going
to change the age group that we’re seeing doing farming right now. Because in a lot of
sense the incentive is not there, because the young people hearing of all those

scourges, praedial larceny, your investment might just go. So that | believe, when we
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get a handle of this, will help to see more people, more young people getting into
farming and that’s what we want because at the end of the day, we talk quite a lot about
food security. In order for this to be done, we must have people farming, and we have
to ensure that it's for our farming produce, our livestock, we need to just ensure we
have it along the entire value chain so that our farmers will be encouraged, knowing that
you have a system that is there to back you and to protect your investment, and at the
end of the day you can have an extremely good livelihood from farming.

And | end by saying, | often look at the chips that our young people purchase,
either the potato chips or the plantain chip and so forth, and I've been saying, do we
realise is farmers that is doing this, is people into farming, and this is seen as some
specialty produce. It's farming and people see farming as sometime being dirty but is
farmers in those big those big first world nation that is doing this. | want our young
people to equate it in the same way. They're having and living an extremely good life
because of farming, we can transfer the same thing here but by giving them the right

tools to make it happen. Thank you very much, Mr. President.

Mr. President: Thank you Senator Garraway. Honourable Members I've
allowed really a lot of latitude in this debate. | mean | can'’t think of another debate that
has had so much latitude. The question before us is specified in the Motion before us,
why we need to contain praedial larceny and all the other valuable contributions, I've
allowed that to go but it is outside of the specific issue at hand. So now let’s go back to
the issue at hand.

We have a Motion and we have an amendment to the Motion and we have not
been able so far to reconcile the amendment, so there is still contention between the
newly inserted version from the original. We need to resolve that. What | would
suggest is that the mover of the Motion and the mover of the amendment, if we could
take literally, literally no more than five minutes for you all to resolve amongst
yourselves. Because after all of the debate and | mean the debate was really
meandering and not specific to the point in front of us, all right. | will take a brief

adjournment for five minutes to let the parties come to some position, otherwise | will
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put the question to the vote and it would result in one side being defeated over a next
and the sentiment I'm getting, that’s not where the House wants to go. Yes. So at this
stage therefore the House is adjourned strictly for five minutes and Senators St. Clair
and Senator Stiell, you all have five minutes to resolve these two contentious,
contending the amendments as raised by Senator De Allie, it's the, it's the fourth recital
in a three recital original, right and the way in which the actual resolution is framed.

Honourable Members this House is now adjourned for five minutes.

(Gavel sounds)

Senate adjourns at 7:58 p.m.

House resumes at 8:01 p.m.

Sergeant-at-Arms: His honour, the President.

Mr. President: Honourable Members pray be seated.

(Gavel sounds)

Mr. President: The House now resumes its business. Senator Roderick the
mover of the original Motion. Where is he? Oh he’s coming. Honourable Members,
Senator St. Clair, Senator Stiell, have you all arrived at a position of, what | would
describe as comfort on this issue?

(Inaudible comments by a Member)

Mr. President: So the mover of the original Motion, could | hear from you on the

matter?
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Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Thank you, Mr. President. Without much
delay, myself and Senator Stiell, Leader of Government’s Business would have met and

we have agreed to keep the amended Motion as presented.

Mr. President: Okay. Alright thank you. Senator Stiell you confirm that. Yes.

Question put and agreed to.

Motion approved as amended.

Ag. Clerk Assistant: Item 17 - Adjournment.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | beg to move the adjournment sine
die.

Mr. President: Honourable Members...

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: Mr. President, can 1?

Mr. President: Yes you may.

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: Thank you very much, Mr. President. Just
quickly, it may have been reported to you that my reason for returning a bit late, is that |
went to the Tanteen to give solidarity for the match, the rally for the restoration of
pension to public officers. | just wanted to report on that.

Secondly, after speaking to the Clerk on the matter that arose this morning, |
want to place on record that | have formed the view that there is an urgent need for
more resources to be made available to the Parliament, that’s the Clerk and his support
staff.
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Thirdly, just in case that we do not meet here again before the middle of August |
want to call on all of us to be very careful in whatever we get involved in, because in my
view there’ll be some activities, to cooperate with the police, to seek the relevant
permission, and | know the police have shown a lot of restrain last year, | expect the
same thing to be done but for the cooperation to be given and to be safe.

And finally, | want to strongly condemn, strongly condemn the recent attacks and
wherever it is on the security forces, the police. | want to strongly, strongly condemn
this. | wish to strongly condemn the attacks on the members of the law enforcement in
our country. At the same time | call on members of the law enforcement to operate
within the framework and not to do anything on the few members, not to do anything to
tarnish the image and operations of the RGPF. That's how | want to end and to end
once again by strongly condemning the attack on the members of all our enforcement.

Thank you very much, Mr. President.

Mr. President: Senator Joseph.

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Yes, Mr. President. | just want to mention just
a couple items here. To the Minister for Implementation | think, Senator Cox. The
Mayoba road leading into Gouyave, | passed there this morning and it’s in terrible shape
and that road is very, very critical especially for all the movement of heavy equipment,
and the trucks that carry gasoline and so on. It’s very, very important, so | would like if
something could be done in relation to filling up these holes, because they are massive
right now. And as | said, this road is critical, it's critical.

Also, | would like to see, Mr. President, that we have a new cemetery in
Gouyave. | went up there in a cemetery sometime, but what is happening in Gouyave is
that the cemetery has reached its capacity and as a result we find graves are being dug
up, and this to me is disrespect, total disrespect. In Iran | think they say that “You
judge a people by the way they treat their dead”, and it make sense, it make sense.
| think that it is time that the Government, the powers that be, look for an alternative site

to create a modern cemetery. When we go to the cemetery, cemeteries in England or
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in New York for example, when you walk into some of these cemeteries we feel like we

want to die. The place is so com...

(Laughter)

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: ...the place looks so good.

(Inaudible comments and laughter by Members)

(One Member said: You go and dead)

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: Serious, the place looks so, so
accommodating (laughter), so accommodating. Me, | am not ready to go yet, | am not
ready to go yet, but, but when you go to the cemetery in Gouyave, Mr. President, |
mean it's sickening. You don’t want to die. (Laughter/inaudible comments) You
know, you don’t want to die, you know and you hear people saying things like, | don’t
want to be buried in this place, but the time has come and I'm serious. The time has
come for us to look for an alternative site to have a cemetery.

Mr. President, | live in a community that produces a lot of cloves and this year
was a bumper crop, that's the best crop since Ivan. | have sitting in my house right now
quite a few pounds. | cannot use all of them; other members of the community have
pounds and pounds of clove just stored up. | am asking through somebody on the
“‘Government Side” if they can work along or advise or inform the Marketing Board or
somebody, so that they can help the community in marketing (laughter), Mr. St... in
marketing the cloves. It's true clove really don’t spoil, but some people have up to
about $50,000 worth of clove sitting there. Now if that $50,000 goes into the economy,

it makes a dent.

Mr. President: Well isn’t there a Minor Spices organisation that...
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Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: No, that’s history, that’s history. You...

(Inaudible comments by Senator Garraway)

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: ...Minor Spices is now history. It no longer

exists.

Mr. President: It doesn’t exist?

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: No.

(Inaudible comments by Senator Bhola)

Sen. the Hon. Matthew Joseph: No, it don't, it no longer exists. Yes, but it's
critical and people have their produce there and they can’t get sale for it. So | do hope
that somebody somewhere would help us to get rid of some of them.

Mr. President, | think | have 10 minutes. I've a couple... Education is very dear
to me, I've been there for years and there are on-going issues with education. And |
want to go back to the first issue that is the docking of the teacher’s salary. Mr.
President, when you have a little stone in your shoe, it's a little stone, but it creates
tremendous discomfort, tremendous discomfort. The teachers took a position a couple
years ago, that they are not going to do certain extracurricular stuff, sports suffered, my
granddaughter, she’s doing exam now, Form 5, COVID year, no sports. Last year,
COVID year, no sports, the year before the Union took a position and she had no
sports, so she missed three years of sports in her secondary school year. So | want
and | do hope that the Government, the Cabinet sit and review what their decision was
in relation to docking and try to come to some conclusion, some solution with the
teachers. Arrogance wouldn’t help and | don’t want us to see it as, if | pay them I'm
going to encourage them. No. No. Let us look at cost over benefit. We need to take a

very, very close look at that.
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Mr. President, finally, 1 thought | should just wrap by saying this, this is a
Christian country. I'm saying a Christian country and | know from experience that God
punishes people for two things: the wrong things you do and the good things you did not
do. | want us to know that; He punishes for the wrong you do and the good things that
you did not do. | want us as politicians, Members of this Senate to take a close look at
ourselves, karma is there watching us, karma does not forget address. That's one man
who does not forget addresses, going to follow us, let us do what is right at all times. |
have seen something creeping into the society and | call it an apartheid system. When
we hear the word apartheid, we think about South Africa, but apartheid is a system of
privileges. In South Africa it was white privilege but I'm seeing a system of privilege
coming into the society, and privilege based on loyalty to who going for political party, or
politicians. We have to watch this. You see, Mr. President, the privilege for this person
today could turn around later and the shoe could be on the other foot. We have to be
careful and we have to do things right. There are a number of things, it is probably not
politically correct to talk about in the society anymore because you could be punished,
but let us all remember, we all are human beings, we are here to serve and, Mr.

President, always remember karma watching us. Thank you.

Mr. President: Honourable Members | just want to make two quick points to
conclude today’s session. Let me start with the point which Senator Joseph raised and
that is the issue of cemeteries. | have seen the deterioration of our burial places.
Traditionally and in most societies, burial sites are one of the archives so to speak,
which record many important events, and people would go to cemeteries and read
tombstones and gather a lot of history written on them and cemeteries are preserved.
There’s been a serious deterioration. The cemetery authority of old has been
extinguished. There don’t appear to be any central authority dealing with cemeteries. |
noticed now that cemeteries are becoming very colourful places. I'm a traditionalist in
many respect and the dead, unable to do anything for themselves, are facing stiff
competition from people who are going there to squat. So in our cemeteries we have

squatting communities that have taken over sections of the cemetery, we have garages
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that have been set up in cemeteries and we have substitutes to our trash disposal sites.
| mean when you visit some cemeteries especially the cemetery in the town of St.
George, and you see the amount of trash and garbage, you see old abandoned vehicle
parts, white goods thrown in the cemetery, it's actually really sickening and now the
building of these skyscrapers that are slowly creeping around. | agree with Senator
Joseph that something has got to be done. 1 think we first have to get the living out of
the cemeteries, they don’t belong there. And we have to set up some kind of cemetery
authority to manage cemeteries. We have to find new burial sites, Grand Anse is one. |
think it is now past its capacity. And we also have to contemplate new ways in which
we get rid of the dead, in dignity. Your experience that you've mentioned, | think points
to, a lot of these places now cremation takes please and what you see, some of the
cemeteries that you visit are almost private places where you actually pay a significant
fee and grounds are maintained and that kind of thing. Right, but I'm saying given the
limitations of land and so on we will have to think differently and that is a charge for the
State. So I'd recommend first of all, setting up some rules and regulations and some
authority that can administer cemeteries as they were.

Finally, | want to make an appeal to the citizens. | am very disheartened by the
failure of many organised sections of society who fail to play a role in both encouraging
as well as promoting the necessary and established protection in the face of this
pandemic. It is quite disheartening to me to witness leading organisations are yet to put
out a single ad or make a single appeal. Leading citizens have failed to make a simple
appeal in the face of this pandemic, which has so many grave consequences for us.
The State and its responsibility to protect the citizens is at the heart of civilized society,
and the State’s responsibility cannot be informed by ignorance, superstition, fake
science and disinformation. And we all have a duty, especially those of us in leadership
positions to point the way. It’s insufficient to say it's up to you, make up your own mind.
If you are a leader you must get yourself properly informed and point the way. We are
faced with a situation in which, so far, in the face of this pandemic we have done well,

given the limited resources that we have.
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The scientific evidence is now in, it is incontestable, it is clear, the science is
there, although it's contending against pseudoscience, disinformation, fake news and
superstition, but the science is here and all reputable scientist, and | speak about
organisations like the World Health Organization charged with the responsibility of
protecting human health, as well as CARPHA here in the Caribbean and the Pan
American Health Organization, has well established, that the primary instrument for
getting us through this pandemic, the primary instrument among all the other instrument
and measures that are available to humankind at this point in the world, is vaccinations.
And the primary call is for us to get vaccinated. And as | said the State cannot
formulate its responsibilities on the basis of ignorance, superstition, fake science and
disinformation. We are at a delicate stage in this pandemic in that variants are
emerging and as more variants emerge, it threatens the public health of even those who
are vaccinated. We recognise the right of persons not to be vaccinated, it's a
fundamental right but compulsory vaccinations is nothing new and it exist and it has
served us well. There is compulsory vaccination for infants, against what we describe
as childhood disease. There is no army of vaccinators going around holding down
infants or getting to their parents because an infant can’t consent or deny. It's a parent
that has to do so. But that compulsion exist in that every infant who wishes to enter an
institution of learning under our public health laws must or shall be vaccinated. A parent
can refuse to get the child vaccinated, the consequential effect is and the instrument is
denial. So if you’re not vaccinated, you are not allowed to get into school.

There are vaccines dealing with certain diseases and if you are not vaccinated
for yellow fever for example you can’t enter the country. That is standard, so there is
nothing new. Given what is happening in this pandemic because | am pointing to St.
Kitts which had a better record than Grenada in that they had absolutely no deaths.
The levels of infection was half that of Grenada and then overnight things have
changed. There is a situation right now in the UK, in England in particular, in which
many reputable medical scientists in the UK are distraught over the new measures that

had to be introduced by the British Government in the face of this pandemic.
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In fact several countries have serious contentions with what’s happening in the
UK. Whether we like it or not or whether we are in agreement with it or not, whether or
not it is the strategic thing to do, the fact of the matter is that tourism contributes the
largest single component part of our GDP. Whatever we may wish to say or do, a
significant contributor to our GDP in which this country has an enormous amount of
resources tied up is the education economy as represented by the St. George’s
University. That institution operates under two judicial jurisdictions, the jurisdiction of
the United States and the United States law and Grenadian law. Its survival depends
on that institution ensuring that it is safe and if it does not take the necessary measures
to ensure that, it opens up itself to serious litigation and could go out of business.

We are all aware of the state and quality of our medical infrastructure, so one has
to take that into consideration. With what is happening in the UK and the possible
resumption of flights between the United Kingdom and Grenada and what is currently
happening in the United States especially in the southern red so called states where the
virus now has a serious upswing and where in places like Tennessee, their hospital
structure is in crisis coming close to being unable to cope with the disease because
people are unvaccinated. And where the data shows that death amongst people
infected is not just highest but is predominant amongst the unvaccinated providing the
data that vaccines work. It will be irresponsible of any Government not to ensure that
the population is vaccinated. | am all for appealing to people but at some point and as
far as | am concerned personally and | am saying this from a personal point of view, |
don’t represent Government’s position. At some point vaccines are absolutely
necessary for businesses to survive and | support the position of the Grenada
Cooperative Bank and | support the position of the St. George’s University.

While recognising the right of an individual not to be vaccinated, | have a right not
to be infected and it is how we balance these two rights. How those two rights are
balanced and therefore there is need for a serious appeal from those of us who are
leaders in the community. Because if we continue along this path, it is only a matter of
time before Grenada and | agree with the Minister for Health. People take objection to

the Minister for Health but the Minister for Health is speaking the truth and the truth is if
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we fail to get a sufficient number of citizens vaccinated, we will have a serious break out
and people will die, that’s the truth. There are some who don’t want to hear the truth but
that is the truth and | support the position of the Minister for Health, the Honourable
Nikolas Steele because he is in fact speaking the truth because this is what will happen.
So | make a special appeal for people to get vaccinated, it is the principal weapon, the
other things now are secondary. Masks yes necessary, sanitising hands necessary,
distancing necessary but the thing that is guaranteed to save lives is to be vaccinated.
And | believe we should proclaim this without fear or favour and jettison any idea of
subjecting our views to the irresponsible, the misinformed and ignorant, the
superstitious and the fake science and disinformation that is peddled. And on those

words colleagues, | pronounce the Senate to be adjourned sine die.

Sitting of the Senate adjourned Sine die at 8:31 p.m.
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