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Senate Budget 2020
Held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
On Monday 2", Tuesday 3" and Wednesday 4" December, 2019.

Attendance
PRESENT

Senator the Honourable Chester A. A. Humphrey - Mr. President (In the Chair)

Senator the Honourable Simon Stiell - Minister for Climate Resilience,
Environment, Forestry, Fisheries and
Disaster Management

Senator the Honourable Judd Cadet - Member

Senator the Honourable Norland Cox - Minister for Youth Development,
Sports, Culture and the Arts

Senator the Honourable Winston Garraway - Minister of State with responsibility for
Disaster Management and
Information

Senator the Honourable Kim George - Member

Senator the Honourable Cathisha Williams - Member

Senator the Honourable Glynis Roberts - Member

Senator the Honourable Kerryne James - Member

Senator the Honourable Ron Redhead - Member

Senator the Honourable Christopher De Allie - Member

Senator the Honourable Mondy André Lewis - Member

Senator the Honourable Dunstan Campbell - Member



Senate Budget 2020
Held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
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Commencement
Prayers
Minutes

The Sitting of the Senate began at 9.00 a.m.

Sergeant-at-Arms: His Honour, the President.

Mr. President: Senator the Honourable Winston Garraway.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Good morning, Members. Let us pray.

(Senate Prayer was said)

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Members, please join with me in saying the

Lord’s Prayer.

(The Lord’s Prayer was said)

Mr. President: Thank you, Honourable Members. Pray be seated. Honourable

Members, the Third Session of the Tenth Parliament now commences.

Ag. Clerk Assistant: Item No. 3 - Oath of Allegiance or Affirmation of a new
Senator.

Item No. 4 - Confirmation of Minutes.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | beg to move that the Minutes of
the proceedings of the Ceremonial State Opening of the Third Session of the Tenth
Parliament held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St George's, on Friday, 4™
October, 2019 be taken as read.
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Minutes
Papers / Reports

Question put and agreed to.
Minutes taken as read.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | beg to move that the Minutes of
the proceedings of the Ceremonial State Opening of the Third Session of the Tenth
Parliament held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St George's, on Friday, 4™ of
October, 2019 be confirmed.

Question put and agreed to.
Minutes Confirmed.

Clerk Assistant: Item No. 5

Messages from the Governor-General.

Iltem No. 6 - Announcements by Mr. President.
Item No. 7 - Ministerial Statements.
Item No. 8 - Presentation of Papers and Reports from Select

Committees.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | beg to move that the following
Papers and Reports be laid on the Table:

1. Annual Report of the Grenada Development Bank (GDB) for the year ended
31%" December, 2018;

2. Report of the Director of Audit on the Financial Statements of the Grenada
National Coalition on the Rights of the Child for the years ended 31%
December, 2017 and 2018;

3. Report of the Director of Audit Grenada on the resources managed for the
period 1% of January, 2018 to 30™ September, 2018 by the Project
Coordinating Unit within the Ministry of Finance Safety Net Advancement
Project (SNAP);
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Papers / Reports

4. Report of the Director of Audit, Grenada, on resources managed for the
period from 1% January, 2018 by the Project Coordinating Unit within the
Ministry of Finance for the Caribbean Regional Communications
Infrastructural Programme (CARCIP) and the income and expenditure for the
accounting period ended 31 December, 2018;

5. Report of the Director of Audit Granada on resources managed for the period
1% January, 2017 to the 30™ of November, 2018 by the Project Coordinating
Unit within the Ministry of Finance Eastern Caribbean Energy Regulatory
Authority (ECERA).

6. Annual Report - Office of the Ombudsman for the period 1% January, 2018 to
the 31°% of December, 2018;

7. GARFIN - Report of the Supervisor of Insurance for the period ended
December 31% 2018;

8. Annual Report of the National Insurance Board (NIB) for the period ended 31°
December, 2018.

9. Grenada Citizenship by Investment Report to the Grenada Houses of
Parliament for the reporting periods: 1% January, 2018 to the 30" June 2018;
1% July, 2018 to 31%" December, 2018; 1% of January, 2019 to the 30™ June,
2019;

10.Government of Grenada Reports:

i. Budget Framework Paper 2020;

ii. Medium Term Fiscal Framework Document, 2020 to 2022;
iii. Fiscal Risks Statement;

iv. Compliance Assessment Report, 2018 to 2019;

v. 2019 Economic Review and Medium-Term Outlook;

vi. Medium-Term Debt Strategy, 2020 to 2022.

11. The National Sustainable Development Plan, 2022 to 2035;

12. Minister for Finance’'s Response to the 2018 Report of the Fiscal
Responsibility Oversight Committee (FROC);

13. Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure 2020;
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Papers / Reports
Motions (Gracious Address by the Governor General)

14.2020 Budget Statement.

Mr. President: Honourable Members, it's quite lengthy; that's the Papers and
Reports from Select Committees, (1) through to (14). | now hereby order that those
Papers to be laid.

(Sound of Gavel)

Mr. President: Papers, so laid, Honourable Members.

Ag. Clerk Assistant: Item No.9 - Petitions.
Iltem No. 10 - Government Notices.
Iltem No. 11 - Unofficial Notices.
Iltem No. 12 - Questions.
Item No. 13 - Personal Explanations.

Item No. 14 - Motions.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | beg to move the following Motion
standing in my name.

WHEREAS debate on the Gracious Address delivered by the Governor-General
on the occasion of the Ceremonial State Opening of the Third Session of the Tenth
Parliament, on Friday, the 4™ of October, 2019 was deferred to a date to be fixed:;

BE IT RESOLVED that the said Address be now debated by the House.

Question proposed.



Senate Budget 2020
Held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
On Monday 2", Tuesday 3" and Wednesday 4" December, 2019.

Motions (Gracious Address by the Governor General)
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Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | beg to propose the following
amendment to the Motion: ‘that the said Address be deferred to a date to be fixed’.

Question put and agreed to.

Motion amended and debate on the Address deferred to a date to be fixed.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | beg to move the following Motion
standing my name:

WHEREAS it was necessary to appropriate for the services of the State of
Grenada for the year 2020 by means of an Appropriation Act;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Estimates of Expenditure for the fiscal year January
1% to December 31%, 2020 be approved.

Mr. President, as this is a Money Motion, | wish to signal to this Honourable
House that the Motion has been endorsed with the Speaker’s Certificate and | have the
necessary consent to proceed.

Question proposed.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | wish to start by congratulating the
Minister for Finance and his team for the considerable work and effort that went into the
compilation of this 2020 Budget. It has been prepared with the highest levels of thought
and thoroughness and delivered in a timely manner, the hallmarks of this New National
Party Administration. This thoroughness is evident to not only the quality of the
Programmes and Initiatives outlined, but also through the funding provisions made,
which ensure that the Budget in its entity has clear and identified financing. What we

have before us is real and will deliver significant benefits for the people of Grenada,
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Carriacou and Petite Martinique in the year to come and continues to build on the
substantial foundation already laid.

Mr. President, as an aside, today is my birthday. | won’t go, as far as saying that
being here today is the best birthday present one could receive, but | can say with all
sincerity, that it is an absolute honour and privilege to be presenting such a forward
thinking and progressive Budget in this Honourable House and to be part of this
phenomenal and dedicated team that stands behind it.

The Budget before us has been developed in compliance with and in accordance
to the Fiscal Responsibility Act of 2015, the Public Debt Management Act of 2015 and
the Public Finance Management Act of 2015. In compliance with these Acts, the
following five (5) Reports were submitted to this Honourable House and were laid on the
Table earlier, the Medium-term Fiscal Framework Document 2019 to 2021; the
Progress Report on Compliance with the Fiscal Rules and Targets; the Budget
Framework Paper 2019; the Medium-term Management Strategy 2019 to 2021; and the
Fiscal Risk Statement.

Mr. President, the Theme for the 2020 Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure is:
Towards Vision 2035, Empowering our Communities, Growing our Economy,
Protecting our Environment and Strengthening our Institutions.” This Theme has
been developed to best articulate Government's priorities at this time. It recognizes that
our approach to economic growth and development must be strategic and provides an
opportunity to set Grenada on a sustainable development path. If we do not, we put at
risk the many gains we have achieved to date, and will fail to reap the significant long-
term benefits that are available to us.

Mr. President, what is extraordinary about this year's Budget is that it is framed
within the context of the National Sustainable Development Plan 2020 to 2035, which
provides a blueprint for the developmental agenda for Grenada for the next fifteen (15)
years. Today, Grenada stands at a developmental crossroads, as the realities of our
historical challenges, which include our small size resulting in a lack of economies of
scale, limited natural resources, a fragile and open economy that is externally

dependent and highly wvulnerable to external shocks, to name, but a few, are
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compounded by the existential threat of climate change. These compounded
challenges present a significant threat to our sustainable development. Therefore, a
new development paradigm for Grenada is required, a paradigm shift, which will require
the overhauling and transformation of our institutions, so that they are better equipped
to face the challenges ahead.

In addition, Grenadian values and attitudes need to be reasserted with the
renewed and elevated consciousness to better support our National development
efforts. Mr. President, as a people we need to raise our thinking, from focusing on our
limitations to embracing the many opportunities and possibilities that are being
presented, and from finding reasons not to do, to problem solving and taking meaningful
action; how to turn those threats and challenges into opportunities; how to flip the
negative of our small size to a positive and finding ways to become more nimble, more
fleeter foot, as we embrace new technologies, knowledge, vision and attitudes to
leapfrogging, in an effort to further our development cycles.

It is against this setting that the National Sustainable Development Plan, 2020 to
2035 has been formulated to provide appropriate and relevant solutions that are
grounded in the Sustainable Development Goals to shape and secure the future of our
Nation, a Plan of in-solutions will speak to fundamentally improving how we, as
Grenadians live, work, treat our natural environment, treat one another and interact with
our Institutions. Mr. President, this is the paradigm shift.

The Vision Statement for the Plan is: ‘Grenada, a Resilient and Prosperous
Nation with a Conscious and Caring Citizenry, Promoting Human Dignity and
Realizing its Full Potential through Sustainable, Economic and Social Progress
for All.” This Statement, Mr. President, is not partisan. It was formulated by
Grenadians, in recognition of the need to chart the country's development outside the
scope of partisan politics, and this is the same approach applied to the development of
the Plan itself, to give it the best chance of success through its adoption by all sections
of society.

Mr. President, Grenadians, from all walks of life, our Youth, Civil Society

Organisations, across Government, the Private Sector and Non-Governmental
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Organisations, other Political Parties and the General Public, both home and abroad
have contributed to the consultation process. If we are to achieve Vision 2035, we must
work together, united as one people, drawing on our individual and collective strengths,
capacities, skills, talents and values.

| wish, Mr. President, to single out the importance of engaging our youth in this
process. It is our youth, who are the future, and it will be up to them to build on this
vision and drive the transformation process, not just today, but for future generations
also. Mr. President, once again, this inclusive nonpartisan approach is the only way to
ensure National buy-in and the successful implementation of the Plan.

We must follow through to the very end irrespective of narrow-minded politics
and which Political Party is in Office at any given time. Finally, Mr. President, the Vision
is to be realized through the accomplishment of three (3) goals identified as follows:

i. Firstly, high human and social development, putting people at the centre
of sustainable development and transformation. It's about the people, Mr.
President;

ii. Vibrant, dynamic competitive economy with supporting climate and
disaster resilience infrastructure factoring in our vulnerabilities; and

iii. Our environmental sustainability and security.

Having developed a Plan with the engagement of the people, it is now our
responsibility to operationalize and implement the Plans, Programmes and Policies
outlined, to bring the words to life and realize the goals that have been set. In short, Mr.
President, everything that we do, in Government, from here on, must be aligned to the
National Sustainable Development Plan. It is our roadmap to success.

Mr. President, now back to the Budget before us. It builds on the considerable
progress made during the past six (6) years, not just through the vision and efforts of
the Government, but through the engagement and collective efforts of our People and
our Social Partners.

Government’s approach, over this time, has evolved from the difficult challenge
of stabilizing a failed economy, the economy we inherited when we came into Office in
2013, through to implementing the necessary measures to locking in and protect the
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significant gains that have been made to now, the crafting and implementation of a long-
term vision for Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Martinique, through to 2035, though we
continue to transform our Nation and positively impact our people for many generations
to come.

Mr. President, as we look forward, it is important for us not to forget the long and
difficult road we have travelled to get to where we are here today. We must resist the
temptation to backslide to the bad practices and ill-disciplines of the past. We must
avoid, at all costs, doing what is politically easy, politically expedient and give in to the
loud voices of a few. If we were to backslide, we will not only jeopardize those hard-
won gains, but also go back to those oppressing and desperate times of the past. Let
us not forget, Mr. President, an economy back then in free-fall, with years of negative
growth, record high unemployment, business and investor confidence at an all-time low,
record high business closures, home mortgage foreclosures, and Government unable to
manage its finances, spending more than it earned; a Government unable to pay its
bills; a Government unable to pay the salaries of Public Officers and a Government
selling assets to pay salaries.

Mr. President, a failed Government, a country in decline and ordinary families
struggling to make ends meet. This is why we must stay the course and continue down
the path of fiscal responsibility and sustainable development, otherwise we place at risk,
the future of our children and our grandchildren.

Mr. President, | will now move on to, from a macroeconomic perspective down to
a regional and local economic perspective. Mr. President, Grenada’s economy is doing
well. In order to providing an appropriate context, we must first understand the Global
and Regional Economic Environment and Outlook.

Mr. President, according to the International Monetary Fund’'s World Economic
Outlook Report, released in October 2019, the Global Economic Growth, restarted in
2017, slowed during the second half of 2018 and into 2019. This slowdown was
attributed to rising trade tensions, negatively affecting business and consumer

confidence in advanced economies.
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In addition, the tightening of fiscal market conditions has also had a negative
impact on the Global Economy. The IMF projects global growth to decelerate to 3.0% in
2019, from 3.6% in 2018 before edging back up to 3.4% in 2020.

Regionally, Mr. President, our average GDP growth within CARICOM is
projected to increase, significantly, from 2.7% in 2019 to 8.8% in 2020. And, this is
mainly driven by the Hydrocarbon Refineries in Guyana. In the Eastern Caribbean
Currency Unit (ECCU) the average growth is estimated at 4% in 2019 and is projected
to reduce to 3.6% in 2020.

Rehabilitation activities in Dominica, post hurricane Maria and Tourism activities
underpin the relatively robust average growth estimated in 2019, while the projected
slowdown in economic activity in 2020 reflects softening economic conditions
forecasted for the economies of the ECCU member countries.

Domestic Economic Performance and Prospects

Mr. President, Grenada’s economic performance continues to result in significant
positive growth. Preliminary data for the first half of 2019 indicates the economy will
experience its seventh consecutive year of growth, estimated at 3.2% in real terms.
Growth in 2019 has been driven by Tourism, Education Services and the Transportation
Sectors with relatively strong performance in the Hotel, Retail and Manufacturing
Sectors. It is anticipated that Grenada’s growth rate in 2020 would trend above the
ECCU average.

Unemployment

Grenada’s consistent positive economic performance has been characterized by
job-rich growth. Based on data collected for the first quarter of the 2019 Labour Force
Survey, the unemployment rate fell to 15.2%. This is impressive, Mr. President. To
slash unemployment rate from over 40%, when we came into Office in 2013 to 15.2% in
2019 is truly a remarkable achievement. This means greater job security for those
already in work; opportunities created for the long-term unemployed and new
opportunities for our young men and women entering the workplace for the first time.

But, Mr. President, we are still not satisfied and recognize we need to continue

creating more and more new opportunities through our well stimulated economy to
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reduce the unemployment rate even further. But, what is clear, is that this New National
Party Administration is on the right track. (Applause)

Inflation

Finally inflation, Mr. President, the average inflation as measured by the
consumer price index remained subdued in 2019 estimated at 1%. Mr. President,
Grenada’s fiscal performance remains strong, with an expected Primary Surplus to
year-end, after grants, of 6.8% of GDP. This is as a result of strong revenue
performance due to increased economic activity, tighter tax collections and
administration, strict budget controls, improved Government spending efficiency and
fundamentally, our adherence to the Fiscal Responsibility Act.

By the end of 2019, the following results relative to approved budget are
expected:

e Current revenues of $782.1 m compared to the target of $780.4 m;

e Grants expended of $98.1 m compared to $183.7 m received;

e Current expenditure of $614.7 m compared to the target of $637.8 m;

e Capital Expenditure of $100.5 m compared to the target of $196.4 m;

e The Inland Revenue Department (IRD) is estimated to collect $370.6 m

compared to the target of $368.7 m, an over performance of $1.9 m.

The revenue collection performance of the IRD can be attributed to an overall
increase in economic activity and an economy that continues to grow and strengthen,
an economy driven by more people entering the Labour Force, increasing disposable
incomes, increased consumer demand with more people buying and selling goods and
services resulting in improved business performance, all leading to increased revenue
flows to Government, which in turn, are used to fund programmes and initiatives that
provide direct and indirect benefit to the people of Grenada, Carriacou and Petite
Martinique.

Mr. President, Government’s handling of public debt has been nothing short of
remarkable, since coming into Office in 2013, when the Debt to GDP Ratio stood at a

whopping 108%. To date, the Debt to GDP Ratio continues to fall rapidly and is
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estimated to reduce to 55.8% of GDP at the end of this year. (Applause) This is not
only below the 60% target established by the ECCB, but will also be achieved way
ahead of the 2030 deadline. Mr. President, this reduction has resulted in a reduction in
debt repayments of one hundred and one million dollars ($101 m) between 2013 and
2020.

This reduction in debt repayments creates greater fiscal space to invest in our
essential services and our Productive Sectors to advance our national development.
This is effectively an additional one hundred and one million dollars ($101 m) spent on
Education, Healthcare, Agriculture, Tourism, on our Youth and programmes to support
the most vulnerable and other high value areas. This is an addition to the hundreds and
millions of dollars received from our development partners in support of Grenada’s
Government Programmes and Initiatives during this period with much more still to
come.

But, Mr. President, this has only been possible due to the fact that Grenada has
stayed the course and continues to maintain its adherence to fiscal prudence and
responsibility. Therefore, we cannot overstate the importance of maintaining fiscal
responsibility and to reiterate that we must resist the reckless calls to amend the Fiscal
Responsibility Law merely to benefit a few. We have far much to lose, and, as | stated
earlier, put at risk, the future of our Nation.

Mr. President, | will now turn my attention to the 2020 Estimates of Revenue and
Expenditure. Mr. President, the 2020 Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure provide
for total expenditure including principal repayments on public debt of one billion, one
hundred and forty-six million, ten thousand, seven hundred and five dollars
($1,146,010,705.00).

The Budget is summarized as follows:

= Recurrent Revenue - $786.2 m;
* Recurrent Expenditure - $633.7 m;
= Current Account Surplus - $152.5 m;
= Capital Expenditure - $225.3 m;
* Primary Surplus, after Grants - $212.8 m;
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= Overall Surplus, after Grants - $145.8 m;

* Principal repayments amortization - $287 m.

Mr. President, in keeping with the Budget Theme, | shall now expand upon each
of the four (4) thematic areas which are: Empowering our Communities; Protecting
our Environment; Strengthening our Institutions; Growing our Economy. Within
each of these thematic areas, I'll take the opportunity to briefly highlight the Ministries
associated with each Theme. My colleague Senators on ‘This Side’ will provide a more
detailed presentation in these specific Ministries that they will cover. | will, however,
cover, in greater detail, the Ministries of Education and Human Resource Development,
Climate Resilience, the Environment, Forestry and Fisheries and Trade, Industry, Co-
operatives and CARICOM Affairs.

Mr. President, first of the thematic areas, Empowering our Communities.
Empowerment is a key pillar of our long term Development Strategy and, as such, this
Administration has adopted a multifaceted approach to empowering our people, which
includes Education, Youth Development and Social Development.

So, Mr. President, starting with Empowerment Through Education. Mr.
President, supported through the Ministry of Education and Human and Resource
Development, Education is a critical building block in the sustainable development of
our country. The Ministry has received the biggest portion of the 2020 Budget
Allocation of one hundred and twenty million, eight hundred and one thousand and
ninety-one dollars ($120,801,091.00) equivalent to 10.5% of the total Budget. With a
greater focus on capacity building for Teachers, Principals and Education Officers, we
expect a significant improvement in the National delivery of Education Services.

To this end, 2020 should see the rollout of Leadership Training and Professional
Development Programmes for Principals, Deputy Principals and Administrators.
Prospective Teachers would also benefit from Pre-Service Training. Mr. President,
under one of the flagship programmes within the Ministry of Education, the Grenada
Education Enhancement Project (GEEP), which is valued at $43.5 m, over the lifespan
of that project, significant training and development and capacity building for our

Teachers and Principals will be provided at all levels; and over the course of that
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programme, one hundred and twenty (120) Principals and Deputy Principals will receive
leadership training and already are. Seven hundred and fifty (750) Teachers will and
are receiving Literacy and Numeracy Training. We all know the challenges that we
face, regionally, with regard to Literacy and Numeracy rates within our schools; and
fifty-nine (59) Teachers will received Bachelor's Degree level training.

In 2019, the following were achieved:

e Performance Appraisal System was developed for Principals to be
implemented during the New Academic Year. Mr. President, this is to identify
gaps in the skill levels and competencies of Principals. ldentifying those gaps
gives us an opportunity to be able to tailor specific interventions to achieve
those competency gaps.

e Induction training was provided for one hundred and forty-four (144) new
Teachers, bringing new Teachers into the Education System, investing in our
Teachers, investing in our students.

e Through the Teacher Education Department of TAMCC, twenty-seven (27)
Primary Schools and twenty-eight (28) Secondary School Teachers received
training.

Some of the key initiatives for 2020: scholarship and training for Special
Education Teachers will be provided. Twenty (20) teachers will receive Bachelor's
Degree qualifications in Psychology and Special Education, which will be hosted at St.
George's University. The Ministry of Education will expand the Pre-Service Programme,
as part of the move to ensure that Teachers are well equipped to teach before they
enter the classroom. This is something that has been discussed for many, many years,
the practice of placing untrained Teachers in the classroom to learn on the job. This
shift in the approach, Mr. President, will mean that trainees receive training before
entering the classroom to be able to engage and add value far earlier in the process.

In the New Year, we will also look at providing greater administrative support for
our Principals, how we can free up their time from those administrative duties that are

so time-consuming and enable them to focus more on the academic and instructional
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functions of their job. Again, we will find better output, not just from our Principals, but,
as leaders within our schools, the performance of the schools in their entirety.

Also, in 2020, the Substitute Teacher Initiative will be addressed; so this will be
introduced. This will address some of the teacher shortages that we've had in our
schools due to illness, due to absenteeism. Having a pool of Substitute Teachers can
fill those gaps and ensure, regardless of the status of your teaching staff, there will
always be a Teacher available for our students and pupils, if there is an absence within
the schools.

Mr. President, the area of Research and Data Management, we cannot
underestimate the importance of data in our strategic planning to feed into our decision-
making process. There will be a closer working relationship between the Ministry of
Education and the Statistical Division within the Ministry of Finance to provide that
technical competence within the Ministry of Education, and a Researcher will be
employed, for the first time, within the Planning Unit of the Ministry of Education, again,
bolstering that capacity. And, then the enhancement of that Planning Unit, so it can
better service the Education Sector. And, then having those tighter managed systems
for collecting, analysing and using data, will improve the decision-making processes
within the Ministry.

Moving on to Information and Communication Technology (ICT). Mr.
President, ICT can and is revolutionizing how we teach and the learning environment
that is created, and this is something that has to be embraced to best serve our young
men and women, our students, so that they can be ably equipped for the technologies,
the opportunities, the demands that we place on them, as we continue to progress
through the 21° Century.

We are behind where we need to be, Mr. President. We have a lot of catching
up, if we are to achieve that goal of ensuring that our young men and women, not only
are able to serve and function well here at home, but as global citizens in that global
workplace. And, whether it is an area such as Robotics, Artificial Intelligence, all of

these new technologies that are revolutionizing the way we work, the way we live, the
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way we play, we need to move forward and navigate our path through this new digital
world that is before us.

So, in order to address that, some of our priorities in the ICT area for 2020, within
the Ministry of Education will be the completion of an ICT Policy, which will set up the
road map for the things that we need to do, the areas that we need to focus on, the
capacities that we need to build, the gaps that we need to fill to better serve our
students in this new technological age.

What about the launch of the eBook Platform? Mr. President, there has been a
lot of talk about providing Laptops for all students; and we have always said the
challenge is not providing a Laptop for each kid; that has been done in other parts of the
world and Governments, Schools, Ministries have had to recall those computers,
because the necessary capacity within the classroom and within the homes just isn't
there, the material, the content isn't there. So, instead of putting the cart before the
horse, Mr. President, we are taking a very strategic look at content, the infrastructure,
the teaching capacities that are required in order to fulfil this requirement, and that
process, Mr. President, will start, has already started, and will continue through into
2020; and this will not only result in a major saving, in terms of traditional textbooks, but
it will also improve the teaching and learning experience within our classrooms.

E-Testing

The Ministry continues to demonstrate its commitment to the E-Testing Agenda
of CXC, and this year eleven (11) subjects in January and seventeen (17) in May/June
of 2019 were carried out through E-Testing. And, Mr. President, the reputation of
Grenada within the Region, as far as E-Testing is concerned is that we are seen as one
of the success cases and one of the leaders in this area.

So, in 2020, there will be a focus on increasing the number of subjects that are
offered to students for E-Testing, so we will continue to be one of the frontrunners in this
area. Increasing the number of computers in our schools, so, again, we can service this
transition to E-Testing and to training sessions with Teachers to build that necessary

capacity within our schools to support this.
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The CARCIP Programme, Mr. President, bringing fibre optic capabilities to our
schools to increase the speeds of our broadband Internet connections; again, upgrading
the technological capabilities of our schools in order to support the content and services
that will be provided, digitally and electronically. And then, just building up further, ICT
capacity in our schools, training of Principals, Teachers, strengthening the ICT Unit and
this is to enable us to support the ICT initiatives and agenda that we have put forward.

Now on to Maintenance of our Schools - Schools’ Infrastructure, Mr.
President. We have introduced, we’re providing support, Mr. President, for the
introduction of nineteen (19) School Maintenance Projects with a budgetary support of
$3 m, and we have brought in in order to manage these three (3) Zonal Maintenance
Supervisors, who are appointed to oversee this work. So, in addition to the $3 m that’s
been spent on our infrastructure between the period of July and August, an additional
$7m was secured in October to provide essential repairs to our schools.

We have the completion of the Holy Cross Roman Catholic School at a cost and
Investment of $5.3 m and under the CDB GEEP Project, there will be four (4) new
schools that are scheduled to start construction in 2020, in addition to major works on
an additional five (5) schools, and then under the BNTF Programme two (2) new
preschools are scheduled to start in 2020.

Just moving quickly on to the School Feeding Programme. Government
spends $3.3 m in providing seven thousand (7,000) students, every single day, with
school meals. But, after an assessment was done, as to the healthiness of those meals
and the value for money that we were receiving, there is to be a major overhaul of our
School Feeding Programme, and that starts with the introduction and the
implementation of Grenada’s Schools Nutrition Policy, which will see the banning of
certain foods that are unhealthy for our children, whether it is sugar, soda drinks and
sweet snacks, etcetera, how we monitor and manage Vendors selling to our schools,
ensuring that what is provided is as healthy as possible and in the best interest of our
children; how food is handled through the Ministry of Health and a continuous
monitoring of the School Feeding Programme to make sure that we are serving our

kids, as best that we can, and then a greater focus on fresh fruits, vegetables and local
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produce. So, the spinoff of this, Mr. President, will not only be the health and wellbeing
of our school children, but it will also provide significant opportunities for our Agricultural
Sector and our farmers, in terms of supplying foodstuff to our children.

Now, moving on to Testing and Measurement and some of the Exam results
that we have seen over this last period. For the CPEA, the Caribbean Primary Exit
Assessment, the National Mean improved, from 68.81% in 2018 to 71.68% in 2019. So,
we are seeing improvements there, and then 92.4% of the CPEA candidates attained a
50%, or above, which reflects a 3.2 increase on the previous year.

For CSEC, Caribbean Secondary Examination Certificate, Grenada captured
fifteen (15) of the top ten (10) positions in the country, and we had outstanding
performances in the areas of Agricultural Science, History, Economics, French,
Spanish, Human & Social Biology, Textiles, Physical Education, Industrial Technology
and Building. And, then performance in English (A), at the CSEC level, improved
significantly, from 66.98% in 2018 to 78.28% in 2019. So, we are making progress in
some of the challenges that we face, in terms of improving Literacy rates within our
classrooms. And, in CAPE, we captured four (4) positions in CXCs top ten regional
merits, with outstanding performance in the areas of History, Law, Literature and
English. The Caribbean Certificate of Secondary Level Competence (CCSLC) reflected
improvements also in five (5) of the six (6) subject areas. Percentage pass rates in
these areas ranged from 76% to 100%.

Now, moving on, Mr. President, to Human Resource Development and Skills
Development. Mr. President, one of Grenada’s major areas of focus is the
development of the Skills Sector, as a contributor to economic growth, development and
employment in Grenada. As such, Grenada established a Skills Development Unit
within the Ministry of Education, Human Resource Development and Religious Affairs to
develop and manage a sustainable National Skills Development and Technical and
Vocational structure aligned to National priorities, labour, market needs and broader
needs of the economy.

Mr. President, | am pleased to report, to date, the Skills Development Unit has

established a National Skills Development Institute in Snell Hall, in St. Patrick. The
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Production Centre for furniture making will formerly open in January of 2020, when the
production of wooden furniture for all schools, as well as in Ministries in Grenada,
Carriacou and Petite Martinique will commence. And, the Project, which is fully funded
by the Government of Grenada is estimated to cost $1.5 m; and what is significant
about this is, it's not only providing skills and employment opportunities for our young
men and women, but it will also address one of those nagging issues we have in our
schools, in terms of providing furniture and being able to maintain furniture.

Scholarships

For the year 2019, a total of one hundred and twenty-two (122) scholarships, at a
value of $44.5 m were awarded by Grenada for higher education opportunities. And
since coming into Office, Mr. President, in 2013, over one thousand, four hundred
(1,400) scholarships have been awarded to our young men and women. (Applause).
These are unprecedented levels. It is an education revolution, Mr. President, that is
taking place, and does not include the one thousand (1,000) plus students, who are
receiving the 91% scholarship directly through SGU. SGU is able to offer these
effective scholarships through the Tax Concessions that Government provides to SGU.
And, also, Mr. President, it does not take into account the half a million dollars per year,
a fund that provides a stipend for some of our most needy students, who are studying
abroad.

Moving on to Youth Empowerment and Advancement. Mr. President, this
Government has taken a strategic approach in engaging its youthful population,
recognizing the critical role of our youth and the long term growth and development of
our country. As such, a range of programmes have been developed, addressing a
spectrum of needs of our youth, and these programmes include the M-POWER
Programme, a Programme specifically targeting unemployed males in the areas of
Small Business support, providing access to finance and skills training. And, my
colleague, on ‘This Side’, Senator Cox will go into a lot more detail into these
programmes.

Mr. President, in 2019, three hundred and fifty (350) unemployed young men
benefitted from this programme, and today seventy (70) of them have found sustainable
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employment, many through establishing their own businesses. This is an example of
empowering our youth, Mr. President.

In 2019, $6.5 m was allocated to this programme, but in 2020, greater demands
on our budget have forced us to reduce the allocation to four million dollars ($4 m).
Some of the difficult decisions, Mr. President, we have to make in Government, in this
case, balancing the demands of salary increases for Public Workers and supporting
programmes for our youth.

Youth in Agriculture

Mr. President, in order to address the issue of our aging, farming, population and
the need to create greater opportunities to attract our Youth in Agriculture, at least one
hundred (100) young men and women have been identified to participate in the Youth in
Agriculture Project, and an allocation of three hundred thousand dollars ($300,000.00)
is allocated to that for 2020.

The New IMANI Programme

Mr. President, the New IMANI Programme continues to provide valuable
apprenticeship and scholarship opportunities for our Nation’s youth. We look forward;
Government is working towards an Exit Strategy aimed at creating sustainable
employment opportunities for those yet to find work outside of the Programme.

Empowerment Through Targeted Interventions

Mr. President, for those who are less fortunate and unable to provide, adequately
for themselves, Government provides a number of Social Safety Nets to ensure support
is available to those who need it most. These programmes include the Needy
Assistance Programme. This programme is designed to provide medical support to
vulnerable families with no Medical Insurance through assistance with surgeries, eye
care, medication, etcetera. It also provides aid to abused women through relocation
support.

Mr. President, expenditure on this programme, in 2019, was $3.1 m, positively
impacting the lives of one thousand, four hundred and fifty (1,450) vulnerable persons.

However, Mr. President, Government has had to reduce the 2020 allocation for this
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programme to 2.2% due to the increases in the Public Sector Wage Bill. Once, again,
some of the difficult decisions we need to make to make in Government, Mr. President.

The SEED Programme

Support for Education, Empowerment and Development; once, again, in 2019,
we spent over eighteen million dollars ($18 m) on this programme, which supports
families with little or no income and with special needs. For the 2020 Budget, we were
only able to accommodate 14.3%; difficult decisions, Mr. President, difficult decisions.

Mr. President, other programmes include Uniform and Transportation Allowance,
University Tuition Assistance Allowance, House Repair Programme, Affordable
Housing, Farm Labour Support, Special Projects, Top-Up Payments to Retired Public
Officers, Support for the Elderly, Burial Assistance, Support for Toddlers and Pre-
schoolers. My colleagues, on ‘This Side’ will run through, in greater detail. But, | just
wish to touch on Housing and the Top-Up Payment for Retired Public Officers.

Starting with Housing, | wish to state that the Government remains fully
committed to addressing the ever-increasing demands for affordable Housing. Mr.
President, | am pleased to say that the work is progressing well on the Housing Project,
supported by the People's Republic of China with the addition of six hundred and forty-
seven (647) units to the value of a hundred and sixty-two million dollars ($162 m), which
is scheduled for completion in 2020. This will be a major achievement, bringing the
number of Housing Units developed for needy families under this New National Party
Government to one thousand (1,000) since returning to Office in 2013.

In addition, Mr. President, Government is aware of the challenges faced by
Public Officers and middle income families in accessing the housing market. Therefore,
Government has engaged with Private Sector developers in order to address this gap,
and there will be further announcements, as we move through to 2020.

Mr. President, regarding top-up payments for retired Public Officers, Government
has honoured the Memorandum of Understanding, signed with the Public Sector Union
regarding Pensions for Public Officers. Despite the Union’s leadership having
abandoned the collective bargaining process and taking the matter to Court,

Government has proceeded to implement the Agreement.
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In October, Government upgraded the payments received from the National
Insurance Scheme to ensure that the total monthly income for retirees meeting the
established criteria, is no less than 70% of their last salary. Government spends close
to seven hundred and fifteen thousand dollars ($715,000.00) on this Initiative

Mr. President, moving on to the second Theme: ‘Protecting the Environment’.
The environment and climate continues to be key watch words in the development
space today. Having already recognized the intrinsic role this plays in national
development through the creation of a specific Ministry, Government continues to
advance progress in environmental protection and enhancing climate resilience.

Mr. President, as a global context for climate change, climate change is now
viewed, as the greatest global challenge of our time. Small Island Developing States,
such as Grenada, are amongst the most vulnerable and impacts every area of our lives,
and it goes beyond just hurricanes, whether it's Dorian we saw just a few months ago in
the Bahamas; Maria, Dominica, in 2017, our own experiences with Hurricanes Ivan and
Emily.

But, Mr. President, it is also the slow onset impacts, that invisible threat that is
also damaging our economies and our way of life. So, whether it is sea level rise,
whether it is ocean acidification, whether it is through deforestation, a range of impacts,
our agricultural production is being impacted by floods, droughts, diseases, impacting
our food security. Fisheries, coral reefs are dying, due to bleaching and the acidification
of our nurseries, our coral reefs are those nurseries for our Fisheries Sector. The
invasion of Sargassum, again, impacting Fisheries, Tourism and Community Health;
whether it's Vector Borne Diseases, Zika, Chik V, Dengue Fever, affecting the health of
our people. Our Tourism Sector from coastal erosion, hurricanes etcetera;
infrastructure and coastal communities impacted by sea level rise. You just have to go
to Grenville, Soubise, Marquis to see that first-hand; whether it is water and our water
security impacted by drought and water shortages.

And, then our overall economic development; we have, already, our work cut out

for us, providing the most basic of services to our people. Now, you overlay on top of
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that, the impacts and the threat that we face with climate change, our challenges are
really compounded, and the list goes on.

Mr. President, we are at a global crossroads. Dramatic global action needs to be
taken in order to ensure that global temperatures do not exceed 1.5 degrees centigrade.
We are currently on a course, at 3.2%; so, if we look at all of the challenges that we
currently face with climate change, that is only going to get worse and worse,
catastrophic, if we continue on this same path.

But, Mr. President, this is not of our own making, 78% of global emissions, a
cause for climate change, are actually generated by a handful of Developed Countries.
So, greater effort is required. The good news is that there is a technology, the science
is there, the solutions are there, in order to achieve this. What is lacking, at a global
level, is political will.

And, there are also significant opportunities that are presented. There are
significant and climate financing resources that are available, that if we are able to
access them well, can assist us in, not only, building greater resilience to climate
change, but also addressing many of our regular national development priorities. And
that was one of the rationales for the creation of the new Ministry of Climate Resilience,
which has a mandate to mobilise resources, ensure that Grenada is able to access, as
much climate financing, as possible, to take a much more strategic approach to the
stewardship of our natural resources and aligning the climate resilient components with
the Environment, Forestry, Fisheries and Disaster Management.

Mr. President, the approach that we have taken is highly strategic, focusing very
much on the Policies, the National Adaptation Plans, National determined contributions
and now the 2030 National Sustainable Development Plan. And, through that, we are
developing a pipeline of bankable projects, projects that are aligned with the criteria of
the Climate Financing Agencies to be able to access those resources; and the approach
that we are taking is a whole of Government’s approach and including Infrastructure,
Energy, Water, Housing, Tourism, Agriculture, Health, Education, Finance, etcetera.

Mr. President, Grenada has already achieved significant success in accessing

climate financing through the Green Climate Fund, a Fund that has resources in the
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region of ten billon US dollars (US$10 b). Grenada is the largest beneficiary of those
GCF resources within the Region, valued, in terms of approved projects of a hundred
and eighty-four million dollars ($184 m) for resilience building. So, whether that is
through our G-CREWS Project, very innovative Water Resilience Project, valued at a
hundred and twenty-five million dollars ($125 m), which will commence in 2020, the
Enhanced Direct Access Project, which is building resilience within our communities
and our Public Service, valued at fifty-four million dollars ($54 m) together with Antigua
and Dominica, and readiness support to enable us to build capacity in-country to the

value of about five million dollars ($5 m) and there are other projects that we have.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell, if you can hold your thoughts for a moment. 1 just
wish to recognize the following Secondary Schools that are present in the Chamber with
a delegation of students, and they are the Boca Secondary School, the Anglican High
Secondary School and the Beacon Secondary... (someone said it was Westmorland)
...Oh, Westmorland. Ok, sorry, | am trying to sought out by the definition of the ties, so,
| think | have got that right, Westmorland.

| want to take the opportunity to welcome you and also the Teachers. |
understand that there is one Miss Mc Meo from Boca Secondary. | didn’t get the name
of the other Teacher, but | will get around to you shortly. | just think Senators; we are
happy to have you. (Applause) It gives you an opportunity to witness first-hand, how
our democracy works and how important decisions, which affect your lives, including
educational services, scholarships, albeit, expenditure on Health, repair of roads, the
payment to Public Officers, the maintenance of Law and Order. How all of this is done,
this gives you an opportunity to be here, and | take my hats off to the Teachers, who are
here with you, and hope that you find the Session a very worthwhile experience.

Sorry for the interruption, Senator Stiell, but | did note one or two students
leaving. | don’t know if they are leaving to come back, so | just thought | should make
the interjection now rather than after they would have departed; so the floor is yours.

You can continue.
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Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Thank you, Mr. President. Before | start again, |
will like to welcome all of the students here today. It is a great privilege to have your
presence here. And, Mr. President, | just want to confirm that | have fifty (50) more

minutes based the time available, based on my calculation.

(Inaudible Comments by Mr. President)

Mr. President: Well, you have half an hour more, because you get fifteen (15)

minutes at my discretion.

Sen. the Hon Simon Stiell: Absolutely, Mr. President.

Mr. President: And, that | give, automatically. You don’t even have to ask for it.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: So, that is about forty-fiveffifty (45/50) minutes |

have.

Mr. President: Then, we will go at that fifteen (15) minutes, when you go into
the discretionary fifteen (15) minutes of the Chair, the bell will signal that you have

fifteen (15) minutes more.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Thank you, Mr. President. | was just going through
some of the projects that we have in the pipeline. There is a GELEP Project, which is
Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Project with the Caribbean Development
Bank, UN Environment, which is valued in the region of sixty-eight million dollars ($68
m), which will be submitted to the GCF later in 2020 for approval.

Mr. President, one project that has the potential to not only be transformational
for us here in Grenada, but it is also of significant interest to our development partners
and specifically the Green Climate Fund who are the largest provider of climate

finances, but also the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank and the project
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is the Climate Resilience Cities Project. This is the very ambitious goal of establishing
St. George’s as the first Climate Resilient/Climate Smart City within the Region.

We have already received readiness support from the GCF to enable us to
engage New York University, who are providing the technical resources into finding and
doing all of the prefeasibility work for this project, identifying five (5) key areas. So one
is sea level rise and the vulnerability specifically of the Carenage, Grand Anse Beach,
the Grenville area and Maurice Bishop International Airport, all susceptible key assets,
all susceptible to sea level rise.

In the area of Urban Densification, how we can forward plan the urban sprawl
that we are seeing from the South, towards the East, towards St. David, and how that
could be managed in a controlled, developmentally sensible way; and also identifying
climate vulnerable communities within the area and what interventions are required to
protect those. There is the emissions reduction, so this component is actually the
GLEEP Project, the Renewable Energy, Energy Efficiency component, in addition to
looking at addressing some of the congestion, significant congestion that we are facing
in the South of the country, looking at our Road Systems, what alternative routes, what
modifications to existing roads and routes are required to improving traffic flows that will
reduce the amounts of emissions and the pollutions that are generated from those
vehicles.

And, then there is the Eco-System Restoration using nature based solutions to
address some of, certainly, the coastal challenges that we face, as well as some of the
hard engineering concrete focused solutions. But, how can we use nature? How can
we re-establish our mangroves; how can we rehabilitate reefs? Are there other hard or
soft solutions that could be applied, in order to provide that necessary protection.

And, then the final area is ‘Capacity Building,” how we can build the capacity.
Climate Change is here to stay. We need to build the competencies, in-house. We
cannot continue to rely on an external Consultant to advise us on what we need to do
and how we need to respond. We need to build those capacities ourselves. But, also
within that, are opportunities, in terms of the Green Economy, the Blue Economy, jobs

that are created through addressing the challenges that we face.
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The value of this project is estimated at anything between three hundred and fifty
and five million dollars, significant, Mr. President, and that would be over a multi-year
period; and there are those that say that this is unrealistic, or this is too ambitious. But,
based on the challenges that we face, the real challenges that we face with climate
change, we have no other option, but to be ambitious.

But, what is significant, and | will come back to those three (3) partners, the
Green Climate Fund, who may well be in a position to provide between 25% and 30% of
the funding that is required to bring this project alive. But, we are also engaging the IMF
and the World Bank.

Grenada, together with Dominica have been selected, as pilots for their Disaster
Resilience Strategy, which is looking at the economics, at the macro fiscal framework
behind building resilience at a national level; so to ensure that as you spend, as you
invest, as you borrow, to build to make those necessary infrastructural interventions,
that you do not run into unnecessary debts, that you are unable to maintain, the fiscal
rules that have been established. So, we’re working with the World Bank and the IMF
to work out how those resources can be identified from the Green Climate Fund, from
other funding blended sources, how that would be applied in a manner that makes fiscal
and economic sense.

And, how they see this, is an opportunity to using Grenada as that first example,
as that flagship, how this can then be replicated to forty (40) to fifty (50) other Small
Island Developing States around the world. So, this is a really significant opportunity for
us, and on completing the Disaster Resilience Strategy, the plan is to have a Partner
Conference to the middle of next year where other International partners, other
Financing Agencies would be invited to determine how that three hundred and fifty to
five hundred million dollars price tag can actually be achieved. So, this goes far beyond
just empty words. There is a very clear strategy support from the International
Community to make it happen.

So, quickly moving on to some other initiatives within the Ministry, with Fishing.
After recording growth of 2.5% in 2018, preliminary data indicates that for the first six (6)
months of 2019, fish production rose by 1.5% compared to the same period in 2018,
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and similar moderate growth is expected in the second half of the year, as well. In
terms of exports, there was an increase in the volume of fish that was exported and the
export revenues that come from that. But, there are two (2) major challenges that our
fisher folk face and one has been the influx of sargassum, which has severely impacted

the ability of some of our fishermen to fulfil their roles. It has also impacted, Mr...

Sergeant-at-Arms: The Deputy President in the Chair.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: ...Mr. Deputy President, it has also impacted the
availability of fish stocks. The other issue is due to sea level warming and all of this is
as a result of climate change, Mr. Deputy President. With warming sea levels, the
actual internal temperatures of some of the fish export, specifically tuna, we find it is
actually impacting the quality and how the fish is handled before it's actually exported.
So, we are starting to find these real impacts of climate change, in terms of the day-to-
day activities within our Fisheries Sector.

Forestry

With the support of the Ridge to Reef Project, we have carried out infrastructural
repairs and upgrades to the Grand Etang Lake House, which is being used as a
Forestry Interpretation Centre. And, this is all part of an Initiative to be able to exploit
the Eco-Tourism opportunities that exist at Grand Etang, as a Tourism site. Significant
work has also taken place, in terms of enhancing some of our forestry trails, again, in
support of these Eco-Tourism opportunities. Rehabilitation work was completed and the
upgrade of the Morne La Bay Nature Trail, which includes its repairs to walkways,
handrails and the trails themselves.

In addition, Mr. President, we have completed the draft Management Plans for
several of our Protected Areas: Perseverance, Mt. Hartman, Annandale,
Moliniere/Beausejour, the MPA, Sandy Island Oyster Beds. And, draft Management
Plans have been undertaken for the following proposed Protected Areas of Mt. St.

Catherine, South Carriacou Island, White Island and Conference Bay.
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Coming up in 2020, in addition to the implementation of the Plans | have outlined,
work will also commence on a National Forestry Inventory in addition to looking at
terrestrial reforestation in strategic watershed areas, how we can protect those
watersheds, which are so vital, in terms of our water supply, and various public
educational awareness and Outreach Programmes.

Another significant achievement within the Ministry was the passing of Coastal
Zone Legislation. The Integrated Coastal Zone Act, which was passed in August of this
year, and it reflects both our vulnerability and sensitivity of our coastal resources. But, it
also identifies and highlights the value, the significant economic and social value of
those marine resources and the need to put systems in place, so that they can be better
managed and better utilized to the benefit of those natural environments, but also, in
terms of ensuring that those resources can either be harnessed in a sustainable way
and be enjoyed by the people.

And, the final area | will like to highlight is to do with the banning of single use
plastics. So, Styrofoam, the ban for that has already been in place for over a year now
and we have seen the elimination of many of the Styrofoam products that plagued our
environment for so long. We are now in the final stages of implementing the ban on
single use handled shopping bags. The importation ban came in earlier this year, and
as of yesterday, Mr. Deputy President, the importers of those bags can no longer sell
supply to retailers. So, we have the importation ban, which means no more of those
single used plastic bags can enter the country. We have given a period for those
inventories to be depleted, so that it has a minimum economic impact on those who
already have stocks in place, and then come February of next year, we should see the
complete elimination of single use handled carrier bags. (Applause) So, we are in this
transition period now where alternatives are being brought in. Those stocks that are in
the system are rapidly being depleted, and what we will see, as we go through this
month through to January, as the alternatives come into place, working with retailers,
working with other stakeholders to promote, and it's a cultural shift. We have applied
the stick piece. The carrot is for us, as the General Public, to do what is right, to ready

ourselves, prepare ourselves for this transition. And, we will see, over the course of the
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next few weeks, the next few months, this transition to those alternatives, which will
address that scourge of single use plastic bags.

We have also passed the Regulation for the banning of single use utensils, as
straws, the knives, the forks, cups, etcetera, and we will see the first phase of that ban
come into play in March of next year, where, again, that importation ban, no more of
those items can be imported into the country and then we will see that depletion of
those stocks over the course of the year with a complete ban coming into effect in
March of 2021. So, Mr. Deputy President, | will leave it there, in terms of the protecting
of our environment.

| will now move onto Strengthening our Institutions, the third Theme of the
Budget. Mr. Deputy President, there are areas, within the Public Service, that are in
critical need of institutional strengthening. These are historical challenges and not
challenges faced by this Administration alone. These areas must be strengthened, if we
are to further stimulate economic growth and development, and | shall briefly touch on
the areas of Healthcare and the modernisation of our Public Service.

So, within the Ministry of Health, Mr. Deputy President, the health of our people
is one of the key pillars of its development. As such, we must work towards a
Healthcare System that is responsive to the needs of the people. Mr. Deputy President,
to do this, we must strategically address existing challenges, which include shortages of
Doctors and Nurses, the lack of adequate dialysis services, inadequate facilities and the
lack of Universal Health Coverage. Mr. Deputy President, these are not issues unique
to Grenada and financing, money alone cannot address all of these problems. But,
there is a clear need for a more holistic and strategic approach to improve our health
care system.

With regards to Human Resource Strategy, for years other countries have
actively sought to recruit Nurses from Grenada and other Caribbean countries. The UK,
for one, is absorbing a lot of Nurses, not just from Grenada, but from throughout the
Region and in part, is a credit to the skills, experiences and the quality of some of the
Medical Practitioners, who we have here in Grenada, the challenges, how do we

compete? How do we retain them, when there are attractive offers being made
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overseas? But, as | said, Mr. Deputy President, this is not a challenge that is unique to
us.

So, Mr. Deputy President, Government has therefore developed a Human
Resource Health Policy and Plan for the Health Sector that seeks to establish a
framework for recruitment, professional development and succession planning, and how
do we incentivize, on various levels, our Health Practitioners to remain here and serve
here in Grenada.

The issue of inadequate Dialysis Services

Mr. Deputy President, the lack of adequate dialysis support of our people is
unacceptable. Over the past few years, we have partnered with St. George’s University
to provide clinical support to dialysis patients through their Nephrologist. However, this
service must be supplemented by turnkey dialysis operation and Government is actively
pursuing a Public/Private/Partnership, in this regard. We would hear more of this, as we
progress through to 2020.

Inadequate Health Facilities

Mr. Deputy President, Government will continue to upgrade its Health facilities in
2020. In addition to the refurbishment and retrofitting work already undertaken at
several Health facilities, additional Health facilities will be upgraded under the OECS
Regional Health Project. Additionally, Phase Il of the General Hospital is now complete.
Occupancy of the new building is scheduled to begin by the end of 2019.

Universal Health Care

Mr. Deputy President, in 2019, the Ministry continued work on Health Financing
Initiatives aimed at achieving a System of Universal Health Coverage. In this regard,
the deliverables for the first phase of the National Health Insurance Project have been
completed. The second phase, which will develop with the Implementation Plan to
institutionalise such coverage is expected to commence before the end of the year, and
my colleague, on ‘This Side’ would go into more detail, as to that.

The Modernisation of the Public Sector

Mr. Deputy President, this Government is embarking on digital transformation, as

part of its efforts to modernise the Public Sector and improve the efficiency and
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resilience of Government services. In the coming months, Government will launch a
Master Governance Platform consisting of a whole of Government Portal and an e-
Services Delivery Platform. This Platform would provide a single point of access to all
Government information, initiatives, projects and services, significantly stimulating
Grenada’s transition to an emerging digital economy. Leverages advanced digital
technology is to deliver a host of e-Services, and also promotes digital inclusion while
creating the opportunity for greater efficiency within the Public Service.

And, finally, Mr. Deputy President, we are also scheduled to roll out the Digital
Government for Resilience Project, which is funded by the World Bank. This Project is
valued at fifteen million US dollars (US$15 m), will help to transform the provision of
Government services, enhancing efficiency, usage and resilience of select Government
services via a Digital Platform, and working in concert with that earlier project. So, this
project will digitize critical public records, such as births, deaths, Marriage Certificates
and enable Government, for the first time, to deliver online services.

Mr. Deputy President, moving on to the final Theme ‘Growing our Economy’.
Mr. Deputy President, the final Budget Theme is ‘Growing the Economy’ where that
growth is generated by strong Public Sector Investment Programmes and Private
Sector driven investment pipelines.

Mr. Deputy President, the contribution of the Small Business Sector to the growth
of our economy is also of great significance. In support of this, Government has created
a framework through the Small Business Development Initiative with support channelled
through the Small Business Development Fund, the Indigenous Hotel Loan Facility, the
Business Services Support and Trade Readiness Support for small businesses.

e The Government supported Small Business Development Fund, provides soft
loans to small businesses, which have resulted in the creation of five hundred
and seventeen (517) new businesses and seven hundred and forty-eight
(748) existing businesses in the Fishing, Agriculture, Tourism and Retalil
Sectors. Mr. Deputy President, over fifteen hundred (1,500) jobs have been

secured through this programme, of which six hundred and sixty-one (661)
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are new jobs. This is significant, Mr. Deputy President. The amount
allocated to this Fund, in 2020, is five million dollars ($5 m). Supporting these
fledgling businesses is the GIDC Small Business Support Service through its
Business Development Centre. In 2019, the Centre successfully coordinated
thirty (30) workshops and enhanced the skills of six hundred and sixteen
(616) potential and existing entrepreneurs.

Mr. Deputy President, | would like to take this opportunity to highlight some of the
key activities within the Ministry Trade, Cooperatives and CARICOM Affairs that are
helping to facilitate this economic growth. Firstly, the negotiating along with other
CARIFORUM States with UK to finalize the UK CARIFORUM UK Economic Partnership
Agreement.

Mr. Deputy President, this is to find a way forward on how we will continue to
trade, both with the EU and the UK after BREXIT. We both are trading partners and
having a very clear understanding with the UK and Europe ensuring that we continue to
have ease of access to those trades, goods and services that we currently enjoy post
BREXIT.

Also, with the Commonwealth, the Ministry of Trade, together with other
Commonwealth Trade Ministers, are looking at how they can strengthen trade between
Commonwealth Members. This is all part of creating new markets in Europe, UK and
then across the Commonwealth, that our local exporters, our manufacturers are able to
benefit from. And then, as part of that, the ACPEU on the post Continental
negotiations; so, again this is how Africa, the Caribbean and Pacific interfaces, trade
wise, with the EU. The last Agreement was signed in 2000 and expires in February of
next year, so the ‘what next’ needs to be put in place; so the Ministry of Trade has been
engaged in those discussions. And, then with the World Trade Organization and the
implementation of the Trade Facilitation Agreement, again, Grenada is a signatory of
that TFA and it's ensuring that again, we have free access to market, globally. So, this
is creating the external opportunities for our manufacturers and importers.

Mr. Deputy President, another significant achievement is the implementation of

the National Export Strategy. Again, this goes hand-in-hand with all of these trading
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agreements that are being facilitated. The National Export Strategy was launched in
2017, and it focuses on six (6) key Sectors, Agriculture and Fisheries, Health and
Wellness, the Creative Industries, Tourism, Maritime and Yachting and Professional
Services; so, again, how we can engage our stakeholders in each of those Sectors,
each of those Productive Sectors to ensure that they have access to international
markets. So, for 2020, the implementation of that Export Strategy will focus on the
implementation of the trade facilitation measures to speed up the flow of exports and
imports to bring greater efficiency and timeliness to that area.

And, then support of the commercialization of the Soursop Industry. We all
recognise that Soursop, as a wonder fruit, high export demands for that, and Grenada is
in a unique position, in terms of the quality of its fruit and its ability to access that market
where other producers are unable to; so how we can better facilitate that. And then
support for establishment of Sector Associations, nhame it: Manufacturers, Small Agro
Processors, Health and Wellness etcetera. So, again for those Associations, how we
can work better within those Sectors to take advantage of those external opportunities.

And, the final area, Mr. Deputy President, is Grenada’s National Quality Policy,
and the overall goal of the National Quality Policy is to enable Grenada to participate
successfully in international trade and to guarantee safe products for the health of its
citizens through the establishment of internationally recognized and nationally relevant
quality infrastructure. So ensuring that we meet the international standards that we
need in order to export our products.

I will just move on to two (2) Sectors that are critical to growing our Economy,
and, again, colleagues on ‘My Side’ would go into more detail on that. But, quickly,
Agriculture and Tourism. First of all, Agriculture, just to highlight the various initiatives
that have been outlined in the 2020 Budget has resulted in an increase in the
administrative Budget for the Ministry of Agriculture by 1.9%; so that is from $16.7 m, in
2019 to $18.6 m in 2020, but that is for administrating the Ministry, not so much on the
Capital side. So, it is important to note that other major projects affecting the
Agricultural Sector, projects such as SAEP, the Climate Smart Agriculture Project,

which is a $38 m project, which is managed under the Rural Development Unit, under
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the Ministry of Finance; whether it is investments in Agriculture Feeder Roads. We
know, Mr. Deputy President, that these programmes are very critical, in terms of
expanding access to productive agricultural lands, making it easier for our farmers to
access those arable lands and to get their products to market.

So, the Feeder Road Project, valued just over one million dollars ($100 m) would
bring a total investment in the Agricultural Sector to $157.2 m. So, when you aggregate
those allocations, Mr. Deputy President, Agriculture is actually the largest of the
Sectorial allocations that are made.

Tourism...

(Time Bell Rings)

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: That is fifteen (15) minutes of ordinary time?

(The Acting Clerk held private discussion with the Deputy President)

Mr. Deputy President: Senator, You have five (5) minutes more.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: And, then a discretionary fifteen (15) minutes?

Mr. Deputy President: I think that was included in it.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Alright.  So, just touching Tourism, Mr. Deputy
President, significant growth in arrivals in all of the performance measures within the
Sector, which is leading to significant expansion of our room stock. Our current room
stock currently stands at just over two thousand (2,000) rooms, and in 2020 we would

have six hundred and fifty-one (651) additional rooms added, and then by 2021 a further

nine hundred and sixty (960) hotel rooms.
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Mr. Deputy President: Senator, just to be clear, you have five (5) more
minutes, but if you want the discretionary ten (10) minutes, you will let me know and |
will grant it.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Well, if | could ask in advance for the additional, so

| have twenty (20) minutes...

Mr. Deputy President: Fifteen (15).

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Five (5) plus fifteen (15).

Mr. Deputy President: Right.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: And, then, | will be able to get through what | have
to get through.

Mr. Deputy President: Excellent.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Thank you. So, again, in terms of driving the
economy, that increase in construction activities, the creation of over fifteen hundred
(1,500) more rooms, close to doubling our room stock over this short period has a
significant economic benefit, and in addition to that we have the increase in airlift that is
required to bring in more passengers. So, Mr. President, | will now move on to some of
the major Public Sector Projects. These are projects that are carried out by the Ministry
of Infrastructural Development, under the PSIP Programme. | will not go into all of
them, in respect of the time, but there are nineteen (19) projects that are highlighted and
will contribute significantly to economic activity and job creation in 2020 and beyond.

Mr. President, we recognize that we need to address our implementation
challenges and as such the new Division of Implementation was established to improve
efficiency. The main functions of that Division are to manage implementation of

Government projects, to monitor, evaluate and report and make the necessary
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interventions. But now established, the Vision is being strengthened with a budgetary
allocation of three million dollars ($3 m) of grant resources to contract more Engineers,
Planners and Project Managers to facilitate this increase in efficiency that is required.

Mr. President, | am going to just skim over some of those major projects. Suffice
it to say, that, in terms of that pipeline, all of these projects are employment generating.
And, it is anticipated that this pipeline of public and private projects will exceed the
creation of, in excess of seven thousand (7,000) jobs, Mr. Deputy President, seven
thousand (7,000) jobs over this pipeline. (Applause) So, Government buildings ten
million dollars ($10 m) will be invested in refurbishing a number of Government
buildings, providing accommodation for Government workers, ten million dollars ($10 m)
invested, the creation of one hundred and fifty (150) jobs.

The Agriculture Feeder Roads

| mentioned that already. We have two (2) components to that, the first
component, which is rehabilitation of just over 20.25 km of road. The project is valued
at $101 m. Construction will commence in 2020 and create employment for two
hundred (200) persons.

Component 2, which is rehabilitation of 24 km of road, which will commence in
March of 2020 will employ somewhere in the region of two hundred and fifty (250) jobs.
The Grenada Education and Enhancement Project, valued at $43.54 m, which will result
in the rehabilitation and reconstruction of a number of new schools will create
somewhere in the region of four hundred and fifty (450) jobs.

Natural Disaster Rehabilitation and Construction and the Gouyave Extreme
Rainfall Project, twenty-three million dollars ($23 m). Final designs are being completed
and work is expected to commence in the first quarter of 2020, with the creation of one
hundred and fifty (150) jobs.

The Emergency Operation Centre in Grenada and in Carriacou, we are looking at
a value of US $6.5m and the employment of one hundred (100) persons. St. Patrick
Road Rehabilitation Project, twenty-seven million ($27 m). The project duration is
twenty-four (24) months, with the employment of two hundred and eighty (280) persons.
And, the Western Main Road Corridor Upgrade, $46.7 m. Work will commence in the
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first quarter of 2020, creating six hundred (600) jobs for our Grenadian men and
women.

The Green Climate Fund Project that | spoke of, which is one hundred and
twenty-five million dollars ($125 m), rolled over a five (5) year period, we anticipate
would create somewhere in the region of fifteen hundred (1,500) jobs over the project
cycle.

NAWASA Headquarters under construction right now on Lucas Street, one
hundred (100) jobs during the construction phase, and an investment of seven million
dollars ($7 m) dollars. The list continues, Mr. Deputy President.

The refurbishment of the Kirani James Athletics Stadium, thirty-eight million
dollars ($38 m) in grant funding from the People’s Republic of China. The list goes on,
Mr. Deputy President.

Mr. Deputy President, Government has been able to raise in excess of two
hundred and fifty-three million dollars ($253 m) in grant financing to support its Public
Sector Investment Initiatives. This is a significant achievement and one that hasn’t
been achieved by chance. This has been achieved, because we are continuing to walk
a path that is fiscally responsible and it's a path we must continue to walk. In the
interest of sustainable development and delivering tangible benefits to our people, we
have no choice but to continue on this course.

As | stated in my Introduction, and | will say it over and over again, we cannot
give into a few loud and irresponsible voices, calling for us to break the Law; or to take
the easier way out and come back to Parliament to change the Law, for those politically
motivated by short sighted, short term and irresponsible agendas.

Mr. President, we recognize the Fiscal Responsibility Law (FRL) is not perfect,
but we also acknowledge that despite those imperfections, it is currently the best tool
available to us in managing responsibly, the fiscal affairs of this country. (Applause)
We have already received a number of recommendations from the Oversight
Committee and the IMF, as to how we can potentially strengthen the FRL. These
recommendations have been well received and all suggestions remain firmly anchored

in the fundamental principle. The fiscal prudence must remain enviable. Fiscal
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responsibility is the only way to protect all that we have achieved and to take full
advantage of the significant gains on offer to us once we stay the course.

Just moving on to some of the major Private Sector Projects. Again, | will run
through these very, very quickly. Under the stewardship of the New National Party
Administration, investor confidence in Grenada has never been as high and that
confidence continues to grow. The Grenada Investment Development Corporation,
which facilitates development Projects in the Private Sector has received twenty-seven
(27) applications for investment incentives, twenty-one (21) of which has been
approved. These projects representing investment of $2.3 b and the local economy,
generating more than two thousand (2,000) jobs in Tourism, Manufacturing and the
Service Sectors.

Mr. President, as with the Public Sector Projects, | will just quickly run through.
You have Royalton Grenada by Sun Wind, that’s a two hundred million dollars ($200 m)
project, that’s the redevelopment of the Rex Resort site. More than four hundred (400)
persons are employed in the construction phase. Four hundred and fifty (450) will be
employed, when it becomes operational. The addition of two hundred and sixty-nine
(269) rooms will make it Grenada’s largest hotel.

Reece Investments, an eighty-five million dollars ($85 m) Commercial Complex,
nearing completion; twenty (20) permanent persons will be employed there. The Point
at Calivigny, 95% complete and operational in early 2020; the addition of thirty-two (32)
luxury suites. The second phase of that Project, estimated to be valued at one hundred
million dollars ($100 m), will be expected to commence shortly after. Prickly Bay
Waterside, an eight million dollars ($8 m) investment, thirty (30) persons employed.

So, within the Tourism Sector a number of projects are currently underway. In
addition though, there are some major projects, as we look towards the future. The first
is the Range Development in St. David, which will be the first major Hotel Development
within that Parish and it is two (2) luxury hotels that will be developed by the Range
Group, total investment in the region of three hundred million dollars ($300 m), creating

during the construction phase over one thousand (1,000) jobs, and, in terms of
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permanent employment, once those two (2) hotels become operational, somewhere in
the region of six hundred (600) persons.

Grenada National Resource Project up in St. Patrick, Levera, which will have
significant benefit for the North of the country and also the Sister Isle of Carriacou. A
five hundred (500) room hotel, with a whole range of amenities, Restaurants, Gulf
Courses, Amusement Parks, Duty Free Shops, etcetera, etcetera, a total investment,
estimated at two billion dollars ($2 b). If we can get a fraction of that, Mr. Deputy
President, that will be a major achievement.

Coral Cove Hotel, eighty million dollars ($80 m), ground-breaking will take place

this month with the creation of...

Sergeant-at-Arms: His Honour, the President, in the Chair.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: ...with the creation of further jobs. It goes on.
Apartments, the True Blue area, servicing the student accommodation requirement of
St. George’s University, multiple accommodation facilities, under construction there.

On the ICT front, Call Centre, Call Assure, creation of more jobs; Renegade Rum
Distillery, an eighty-nine million dollars ($89 m) investment. The project is 80%
complete, twenty-two (22) persons will be employed at the Distillery. Its first batch,
which is for export, Mr. President, will be by the end of 2020. Over one hundred and
fifty (150) farmers are currently engaged in cultivating sugar cane for that project. So,
again, Mr. President, the list goes on.

Moving quickly now onto other Budgetary measures, Mr. President. Government
shall repeal the following fees for the first quarter of 2020: Home Economics Training,
hostels, sale of latrine units and video rentals.

Mr. President, we continue our efforts to protect the environment, and in June,
2020 Government will introduce a ban on the importation of vehicles exceeding ten (10)
years. This is to address the environmental concerns for the number of aged vehicles

that we have on our roads; and also in June of 2020 the introduction of a 50% duty
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reduction on the importation of electric and hybrid vehicles, again, pushing the
environmental agenda.

Mr. President, Government promises relief to claimants, who have secured
judgments against Grenada. We have delivered on this promise and in 2019, $5.2 m
was paid in settlements to nine (9) claimants and we’ll continue to honour these
matters.

Mr. President, before | conclude, | wish to commend all those involved in
negotiating salary increases for Public Officers for the next three (3) year cycle. The
Government’s Negotiating Team, the Grenada Union of Teachers, the Grenada Manual
Maritime and Intellectual Workers Union, the Bank and General Workers Union, the
Police Welfare Association and the Prison Officers Welfare Association. The
Agreements reached provides 4% increases in salaries and wages for each of the three
(3) years in the new cycle. Compounded, this amount to a 13.5% increase over three
(3) years. In addition, with effect from January 2020, contributions to the NIS would
increase by 1%, therefore the effective increase to Public Officers is 5% annually. The
cost of this increase to the State is $43.5 m. Pensioners will also receive the very same
increases in their monthly pensions. And, this, Mr. President, is in addition to the
hundred and ten million dollars ($110 m) in increases, retroactive payments, etcetera,
etcetera, that were afforded to Public Workers in the previous cycle.

Mr. President, | am pleased that level heads prevailed in these negotiations and
that in the final analysis there was an understanding and appreciation of the need to
balance the financial needs of Public Officers with those of the broader responsibility
owned by Government in meeting the many needs of our people and our Nation, as a

whole.

(Time Bell Rings)

Mr. President: You have five (5) more minutes remaining.
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Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Okay, thank you. And, that balance can only be
achieved within a fiscally responsible framework supportive of the long term sustainable
development path that we now walk. We therefore look forward to concluding our
negotiations based on these fundamental principles with the remaining Unions.

So, in conclusion, Mr. President, the Budget before us is a Budget that
responsibly builds on strong economic and fiscal performance. It supports growth and
job creation, provides more opportunities for our youth. It supports improved access to
healthcare. It supports greater educational opportunities for our children and our youth.
It provides more housing and housing assistance for those in need. It provides more
support to the Agricultural Sector and our rural communities. It protects our most
vulnerable. It provides additional support for our elderly. It supports business and
business development; a Budget that best meets the needs of the people of Grenada
Carriacou and Petite Martinique. Mr. President, it is for these reasons | commend this
Motion to this Honourable House. | thank you. (Applause).

Mr. President: Honourable Members, the question is that the Motion standing in
the name of the Leader of Government’s Business, the Honourable Simon Stiell, which
reads as follows:

WHEREAS it is necessary to appropriate for the services of the State of Grenada
for the year;

One second... (Mr. President converse with Acting Clerk in private)

There is an error on the originating document; so, it’s in the originating document.
| have a slight Editor’s eye, but it is not a major; it’'s not fatal.

WHEREAS it is necessary to appropriate for the services of the State of

Grenada for the year 2020 (and not 2019) by means of an Appropriation...

Hon. Simon Stiell: Well, in my presentation, | said 2020, so | think...

Mr. President: Okay. | am just reading correctly into the record, right, because
your document before you says 2019 and that is an obvious error. So, | go again.
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WHEREAS it is necessary to appropriate for the services for the State of
Grenada for the year 2020 by means of an Appropriation Act.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for the fiscal
year January 1% to December 31%, 2020 be approved.

Question proposed.

Mr. President: Honourable Members, we have been joined by the St. George’s
Anglican Senior Primary School just take note. And, | think, the teacher is one, Ms.
Phillip, so we take the opportunity to welcome you. Senator Roberts.

Sen. the Hon. Glynis Roberts: Thank you, very much, Mr. President. And, |
want to join with welcoming the Primary School from Hindsey, Boca Secondary,
Anglican High School and Westmorland Secondary. Thank you for gracing us with your
presence, because this morning | felt we were alone, but thank you for keeping us
company.

The Theme for this year’'s Budget is “Towards Vision 2035: Empowering our
Communities, Growing our Economy, Protecting our Environment and
Strengthening our Institutions.” Mr. President, let me commend the Government for
being able to present another Budget, which is a projection of what they think is needed
to chart the course for Grenada, with a theme that is not new to us, but worded
differently, as | read before. We note in the Budget Speech by Prime Minister, Dr. the
Rt. Hon. Keith Mitchell many things are outlined, but | would deliberate on some.

Firstly, 1 wish to commend the initiative of the Libraries through the Grenada
Schools Inc. This nine million dollars ($9 m) invested is truly excellent. However, as it
stands now in Grenada, our children have a serious deficit in reading. Only last week
on the News, | heard this very school, St. George’s Senior Anglican, has their
competition in reading and the Principal was giving the reasons why they are reading,

because they recognise that there is a deficit.
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Our Curriculum needs to refocus hand-in-hand with our infrastructural
development. It means that, as a Nation, we have recognized that there is a deficiency
in reading, but it seems that we are missing a step from Pre-School to Primary School
to Secondary School. | am not sure what went wrong and when, but we cannot have
children in Grade 4, at age eleven (11), who cannot recognise the difference from a
lowercase, or common (b) and (d) and that it’s business as usual.

Commendations to the Principals, who are working hard to change this. | know,
for example, in Woburn Infant Pre-Primary, they have a competition in reading at that
Pre-school age. | am happy to hear that it is being dealt with in the 2020 Budget. | also
heard about the e-Book, as well. However, it is critical that we hold on to traditions,
while we go into modernising, because to do the e-Book reading, we also need to
charge these devices. Added to that, we would be using quite a lot to power them up,
which, again, with our environmental thrust, we have to learn to balance.

Many years ago, in our schools, Home Economics, which was food, teaching to
cook food, Sewing and Woodwork were taught. Some brilliant Permanent Secretaries
and staffers in the Ministry decided to its best to remove them, citing danger to the
children, and, oh, how we are struggling now. Teaching those subjects meant that our
boys and girls learnt the basics of what is needed to prepare a meal, make
preservatives, darn clothes, etcetera.

Today, lots of us can boast of what we have learned from the late Mrs.
Bernadette Francis. We still have some around, example, as Ms. Ann Marie Hayling
and many others, who are around and can help us put it back on stream. It is no rocket
science, Mr. President. We all acknowledge that we need to instil certain values from
an early age so that, that aspect of empowering our communities, we need to start at
the Primary School level.

A few years ago, a trend came in that all, or most of our Teachers should have at
least a First Degree and that is good. | am also hearing that is in the Programme for
next year, as well. However, what is happening, Mr. President, is that when most get
the Degree, they are most times placed in the Ministry setting rather than remaining in

the School System, so that the Institution can benefit from the achievements and be
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strengthened. We all aim to do better, educationally. However, we need to keep that in
the Primary and Secondary school level.

In terms of the M-Power, | think it's an excellent initiative. However, once the
basics are thought at the primary level, as what | just referred to, in terms of Woodwork
and all of that, this financing will be able to come to true fruition, to help more of our
boys and girls, as the foundation would be laid at that level. At the Primary School
level, if you are thought the Food and Nutrition and all of that, then we will have young
ones wanting to be Chefs. Oh, we hear about all the hotels coming, we are having
more rooms, six hundred and fifty-one (651) added. However, to feed these visitors, we
need Chefs and most times all of the Chefs are coming in. We need to start to shift our
Education System, so that our boys and girls can benefit from those high paid jobs, as
well.

Additionally, | note a reduction in its allocation for 2020, and this is healthy, as it
is being said that that seventy (70) persons have created sustainable employment,
great examples. However, we need to add a component to these programs that are
grant funded, that the persons benefiting, once you would have had successful
businesses, you need to give back, so that you can help others. In other words, when
we set up these Programmes to help move our young people to be employed, once
they have started being successful, we ought to get back into the Fund, so that we can
help others.

Youth in Agriculture, three hundred thousand dollars ($300,000.00). This
amount, Mr. President, seems rather small in comparison to the M-Power Programme.
Agriculture can, once carefully managed, could help turn our lives around, positively,
and it can aid in growing our economy, as well. But, | do not think we believe that, Mr.
President. We need to stop giving lip service to Agriculture and seriously do what it
takes to move the Industry. Three hundred thousand dollars ($300,000.00) for four (4)
Farms is not enough, based on the amount of persons we have, to have them to be
doing a decent job to help themselves. The four (4) Farms that were mentioned was
Grand Bacolet, Grand Bras, Laura and Pointz Field. But, we need to add one, Mt.

Hartman, because we have none in this part of the country. Youth in the South of the
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Island seriously need that option, as well. Mt. Hartman, according to factual data, Mr.
President, is one of the most fertile pieces of land in Grenada. | think Mt. Hartman and
Shambo have the same type of soil, Shambo grows lots of pigeon peas.

Now, Four Seasons came, Four Seasons went. | am not sure, who is there now,
but rather than having such lands sit idly by and being used as an indiscriminate
dumping ground, most construction in the South, if you ask, they are paid to drop their
debris in Perseverance, they head to Mt. Hartman. Mr. President, it is not good for even
a place that is designated as a Bird Sanctuary, and so close to our Tourism Belt that we
have a lot of people always drifting in, because they are looking for the birds. There are
all types of Tourists in this world. There are people who are Backpackers. There are
those who go to all inclusive. There are those, who just go for a night. We have now
Airbnb. We need to find a way to deal with Mt. Hartman. We can create an excellent
Walk-in Farm.

Mr. President, this is not a new idea, nor it is my idea. It is an idea of long, long
ago. Actually, we need to pay homage to men and women, who have toiled there and
continue to do so over the years. Many have passed on, example Joe Gill and Butters.
During the Revolution they worked there well. Ms. Tiny, they were those who did the
Charcoals, but we have persons like Ferron Lowe, who is still here with us an can be an
excellent resource person to start a structured Programme in Mt. Hartman. Just last
week, | met a young man, who lives in the area, high up on the hills. | don’t think he
should be living there, but he said every morning he has to feed about fifteen (15) of the
Grenada Doves, who comes on his Patio; so, the Doves are displaced. They are still
around, though. We need to develop that land, responsibly, to get it back to what can
be one of the best Tourism Orchards in the world.

Let us be bold and visionary. With the amount of hotels projected to increase our
room stock, we need to strive to create a product in Mt. Hartman to add to the “To Do
List’ in Grenada. Please, | urge that, yes, there are persons still farming there, but we
can improve that. Let us use this Farm to add to our supply chain for great organic

food. According to a slogan from the days of the Revolution, those of you children who
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are here, you were not part of that, it was 1979-1983. But, we had a slogan every year
for Independence. | remember one, it was ‘Grow What You eat, Eat What You Grow.’

The Needy Assistance Programme

Mr. President, | applaud all assistance that needy persons can obtain. However,
| believe that we have to seriously go back to fundamentals. This deviation came from
our generation, | believe. We were part of the strugglers at childhood, but we ceased to
struggle by adulthood. We also did not share our stories with our children, so in truth
and in fact we started a dependent movement of, oh, | washed in the water, so thanks
to NAWASA, | have tap water. | went to school barefoot, but my children has to step in
it. We have grown apart of the ideals of caring and sharing to being dependent on
everyone, for everything. Our neighbourly duties are cast aside, but it is not too late for
us to try daily, to assist one person to make a difference in our community.
Empowerment is key and it is our new buzzword. So, let us start teaching how to fish.
Let us start helping in our communities to help our children to read. We have serious
issues.

Let me applaud members of our community in Grand Anse, Mt. Hartman, Lance-
Aux- Epines, Morne Toute, Frequenté, who, as part of our Church Outreach at Blessed
Sacrament assists the children in reading on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, at
Morne Toute Development Centre. They give two (2) hours a day, Mr. President, to
assist almost fifty (50) children in reading and their home lessons. They also get a
snack provided to them, compliments Sweet Tradition, Island Catering and Ricks Café.
And, | want to say thanks to Mr. & Mrs. Thompson Edwards, Mrs. Ann Couver, Ms.
Grace, Sister Alison, Elvis and Jane, Daphne, Theresa, Cecilia, Odessa, Diane and
many more. Together you are making a difference. You are selfless beacons.

What struck me last week, | was helping a young lad, who is eleven (11), and in
Grade (4), and did not know his A,B,C properly. In addition, he could hardly form the
letters. We need to change course immediately, Comrades. Our Education System,
Mr. President, needs revamping. Too many parents are having sleepless nights with
assignments. | proudly grew up in an era of slate, an exercise book and a piece of
pencil, learning my Tables. Let us keep life simple, at an early age. Parents cannot be
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working hard a day to provide for family and doing home lessons that children cannot do
for themselves at night. | am not bashing anyone, but we need to take stock of this
harsh reality.

| will also like to applaud Mr. Francis Darius of Caritas and Father Martin for an
initiative of building two (2) fishing boats and providing to two (2) families of Grand Anse
to do fishing to take care of their families. At the church level, we are empowering
families and | wish we can continue doing so in other ways. For example, we have
young politicians on ‘This Side’, we have Unions. | wish | can see them setting up a
Tailor Shop for two (2) young gifted persons to be successful Entrepreneurs, and not
always look at Politics.

With all that being said, let me commend the numerous young women and men
out there, who continue to do well with their talent of Sewing, doing Craft and
Preservatives. | saw them in full action in March, when we had the Prince Charles visit.
But, that drive has to come from within. This dependency syndrome has to end. We
need to wean a lot more people off this programme; that money can be used to build
Industries to give them long term benefits. Half of that money can boost Mt. Hartman
Farm for the SEED persons.

To some of you young persons on this programme, who can definitely do better
to graduate further from dependency, let me make a conscious effort and tell you, you
can make that shift. We would have to redesign the programme to start at one amount,
every month and it will be reducing until the person is no longer eligible; and this is a
programme | know is probably set up to help people. | have no problem with it.
However, you can hear the buzz around of how many people are on this programme,
the type of cell phones that they use, the way they dress. Now, we have to listen
sometimes, when we hear the little buzz around.

Under the Uniform and Transportation, what linkage do we have for such a
programme with, for example, the M-Power, or the New IMANI? How can we have
persons under these projects sewing uniforms to schools in their communities, which in
turn can assist with Plumbing, Hair dressing, Carpentry, etcetera? | am aware that

negative thoughts can step in, but our success would be hinged on our determination,
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which can assist and push people towards employment and empowerment in our
communities. Strong communities mean we will have a strong Nation.

Under the SEED Programme, which is Support for Education, Empowerment
and Development, | see there is a reduction from eighteen million dollars ($18 m) in
2019 to fourteen point three million ($14.3 m) in 2020. Is this reduction, because we
have had many persons empowered and developing under this programme? We
should have had some more information shared on this, Mr. President. | am all for
helping the needy, but persons have to start taking responsibility for their development,
empowerment and employment in the long term. Fathers and mothers need to
empower themselves by providing and planning for their children’s uniform. So, even
this Christmas Season, when we get our bonuses, rather than going to the parties and
doing all inclusive and buying things you do not need, put away to get the shoe and the
pants for next year.

Under Housing Repair, | want to commend the Brigade System, although | am
uncertain as to how one becomes eligible. However, | know we have lots of elderly
people, who are not able to go the Parliamentary Representative’s Office and may need
some help. What can we do from within the Ministry of Housing to scout outside of the
status quo to find these persons, who sometimes live alone and are in substandard
dwelling houses.

On Growing our Economy, the Small Business Development Fund is
noteworthy and the amount of jobs created are impressive. However, it would have
been really helpful to the population, particularly, as there is so much doubt in many
people’s mind about the concept about teaching a man to fish and knowing exactly the
industries discovered and the amount allocated by project, explaining the highest
amount or the lowest amount for qualification, so that would lessen the arguments of the
Small Business Development Fund. However, we need to highlight the positives.

In terms of Rural Development, with a Rural Development Unit within the
Ministry of Finance, we hope to see development within the rural areas of Grenada. |
want to urge our young people to take advantage of the five hundred (500) plus spots to

participate in the Programme, particularly those, who benefit from the SEED
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Programme. | see this opportunity to help with the transition from one Facility to the
other.

Mr. President, | look now at our Tourism enhancement. It's always good to see
an increase in the Tourism budget. However, Mr. President, we really need to improve
our sites. It is all good to assist with airlift, but the current sites are in need of
upgrading, plus we need to create new ones, for example, the Slave Pen in St. Patrick,
even if it means leasing the area from the owner.

On the topic of product enhancement, we have lots of areas in the South of the
Island that need a boost to add diversity to the existing product. Decades ago, we
started on the Conch Shell site in Woburn. It started with a footpath in the 90’s; in 2009
an access road was added, and the Conch Shell site, | would explain to you the
students, it's the only site like that in the World. It's where, long ago, our fisher folk,
because Woburn is a Fishing Village, they will go out to sea to fish and dive for their
Lambie. They will bring it into the Bay, and when they cut the Lambie, they use the
Lambie shells to make natural ponds on the Bay, so that they can preserve their catch
for selling to the community, because in those times there was no electricity. So, it's on
the Bay where you have Calivigny and Hog Island. It is a beautiful site, so it meant that
Kerryne had her pond, Ron had his pond, so you would go on a Sunday morning and
buy your Lambie. You will have a Turtle, or you will have, whatever, a Shark that you
would have picked up, too young, you could leave it there, and it's actually still existing.
And, | know it is the only one in the World, because having worked with the European
Union, we did a project of taking photos of Tourism sites, and it was the only one they
would have bounced up over the world. So, it's a project | think we can work hard
towards getting; and what we want to do with this project is, when the fishermen come
out every day with their catch, they can do natural things like cooking, so that the tourist
can see.

In 2015, it was further upgraded by Jeff Funds, building lockers for the fishermen,
because on the Bay we have boats, but the fishermen need to secure their engines. A
boardwalk was built around the ponds, and | think we have also a project of sowing
Seamoss, so some Seamoss is growing up in the ponds. So, | think it is a site, Miss,
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that you need to take the students to, so a lot of them | think don’t know about it. So, all
we need, Mr. President, is just a little fifty or seventy-five thousand dollars ($75,000.00)
to push the project to its final stage. Undoubtedly, Woburn is one of the most beautiful
sites in Grenada, but we need to take it to the next level.

We also have a Birdwatching Platform, and, again for you the students here, this
winter time, believe it or not, most of the birds migrate from North America straight over
to the Mangrove in Woburn. Grenada contributes, | think, is 70% of the Mangrove in the
Caribbean, that's what we have; and the birds come down, they nest here until the
Winter is done and then they fly back up. Those are things you must take interest in,
because our environment is at risk, especially, as we push to develop our country,
infrastructurally. We also need, as | said, to upgrade this Birdwatching Platform, where
you can actually go with your scope to see that birds that are in the trees. We need to
seriously, in 2020, find a way to, at least, finalise those for the next Tourist season.

Culture and the Arts

Mr. President, according to the Budget Speech of the Minister for Finance, Dr.
the Rt. Honourable Keith Mitchell, Government’s 2020 priorities for Culture and the Arts
would include the development of Legislation to govern the operation of the National
Film Commission; review of the National Cultural Policy and Sports and Cultural
Ambassadors Policy and establish an Intellectual Property Framework to provide
Copyright Protection for our creative persons.

Based on this statement, | am pleased, as the President of the Grenada Netball
Association, that we can finalize a Sports Policy for our Athletes. Added to that, and
simply because our National Athletes, sometimes, do not get the support from their
work places when they need to go and represent the country for their Sport. So, that
Sports Policy would put in place exactly what from this level, so that our employers will
respect the Athletes, because for some people, let's face it, playing Sports for your
country is no big deal. But, we need to know that Sports and Tourism go hand-in-hand,
and it can do quite a lot for us. Added to that, | do not believe we understand the

economic benefits that we can get from Sports and Tourism linked.
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We have phenomenal Athletes but we need to continue to recognise their
contribution in its own little way. Lots of our Athletes play amateur, but represent us
well. We need to find a way to honour them before they fade away in the distance, and
ensure that all is well with them. We have a kind of ‘throw away’ mentality in Grenada,
which sometimes come across as being used and abandoned. Therefore, | am making
a plea for our National players, from all Sports, from the Houses that are being built, at
least ten (10) or fifteen (15) be reserved for them. Obviously, a criteria can be set up.
Too often our Athletes seem to be abandoned once they cannot play competitive again
and, it is a lot of people. If you go across the country, people who would have played in
the 80s, 70s, National players, some of them are virtually homeless, injured. We need
to, please, think about the Athletes.

| want to also add, in terms of Tourism the aspect of the CBI and the negativity
sometimes we hear about it. But, CBI is not new to Grenada. In the 1970s, dear Uncle
Gairy had a CBI vision. He boldly took the risk to say yes to Charles Mordica to come
to Grenada to do a Medical School, and we know what we have today. It's a burning
institution, all our children are going there, we are happy about it.

So, last week it kind of bothered me (I don'’t like to go, too deep, into Politics),
when | saw a video, which was showing investors and investors from wherever and who
is coming and who everybody mistrusting everybody. But, in life we all take risks.
Everything we do in life, we take a risk. You’re dating a girl or a boy, it's a risk. | am
telling you, it's a risk. You marry it's another risk, because sometimes it's nice and
dandy in the courting stages and when you get married it could be the most bitter, bitter
thing, that's life. So, likewise the Government will take a chance with investors,
sometimes it works out well, sometime it doesn’t. But, | could tell you, CBI is not new.
Uncle Gairy saw CBI coming since in the 70s. (Applause) So, let us be open. Let us
be mature and accept things, as they are. Not everything you would agree with, but
there are some things that you can do. So, as a country, let us open our minds to what
comes before us and take it so that we can develop.

Now, | have taken a different perspective of life, at my age now, which you would

come to students, because you don’t know what tomorrow brings, because if you know,
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you will do everything different today, but you just don’t know. So, you don’t know how
long you would live, so whatever time you have, please try and contribute towards
developing yourself, your community and your family. As students, be the best that you
can in school. Listen to your parents. You know, | have grandchildren now and every
day, | pray that | will get more years so | can guide them through, because the dangers
out there are attractive, but you have to keep on course. Know the struggles that your
parents are going through to keep you there and be the best that you can.

Protecting the Environment

We need legislation to look at the way we develop the land, because for some
reason we just want to chop, chop, chop, chop, chop the trees. We cut the hills, and we
are not thinking about how the water is going into the sea, which will affect the reefs,
which will affect the same fish stock that we talk about all the time.

Debushing continues to be a concern. Although there is some improvement, |
think we need to watch the way we take off the branches over the trees, because not
everybody drives. Some people have to stand under a tree to wait for a bus, so we
need to really improve that section of it; and additionally, we need to see how we treat
the rivers.

| am concerned about the river in River Road. We need to, at least, put back
some stones, so that the water tumbling down will kind of find a way to break. And,
again that is not my idea. | was on a TV Programme the other day and a gentleman
called in and said that’s the reason for the stones in the river, to break, so that when the
river comes down from continuous rain in the mountains, then we do not have the
danger of all the floods that we have.

Strengthening our Institutions

The Reform Programmes are going well in the Prison; | am reading from the
Budget document. | also want to make a suggestion to have the Prisoners grow
flowers, as part of the growing demand for Anthurium on the Island. With so many new
properties coming on stream, we do not need to import flowers for ambiance. The
Prison has land space, so | think we can use that as a project to show them a softer

side of life.
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In terms of sexual harassment and abuses, | want to commend the Women
Parliamentary Caucus for trying to move this process forward, so that we can stem that
scourge of the sexual harassment to our young people, whether it is male or female. |
want to commend the Ministry of Social Development. On Saturday, at Football, they
were there, advocating with the young children from a Programme they have, and |
want all of us, as Parliamentarians and all of you, who are here present today that you
be conscious of what is sexual harassment and, please, speak up and do not stand for
what you do not believe in.

In terms of Culture, | want to congratulate Mr. Killa on winning the International
Soca Monarch, this year, and, hopefully, we can win again next year; not him, but
another Grenadian. However, | want to suggest that when we go and when the
Government puts a lot of monies into helping these Artistes, when they win they must
give something back to help the rest coming before. 1 like giving to help back, right.

In terms of Trade, | think we need to look to South America, as well. | commend
Europe and all of that, but | think South America is right there, so we should be able to
look at that.

In terms of the Kirani James Stadium and its rehabilitation, we are getting thirty-
eight million dollars ($38 m) from the Chinese Agreement. | want us to put a
Maintenance Plan in place, because | believe in this country of ours, we’re all proud of
what we have accomplished, so far. So, if within the Stadium, for example, | am just
giving an example, we have fifteen (15) Welders, we know the Stadium is close to the
sea, we know the sea blast and all of that. We give the Welders six (6) doors; that’s
your six (6) doors to maintain for five (5) years and on top of that, you can put your
advertisement.

Likewise, we have Sissons. Sissons, could you paint half the Stadium and then
you can decorate it, as you want. (Inaudible comments) Let’s find a way to get our
Corporate people involved into the Maintenance Plan, as we move forward; alright.
And, | want to, as | conclude, say thank you for the opportunity to present again, this

year and God bless everyone. (Applause)
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Mr. President: Thank you, Senator Roberts. Senator Kim George, you have the
floor.

Sen. the Hon. Kim George: Thank you, kindly, Mr. President. Mr. President, |
rise in support of the Motion, as it is being the Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure
for the year 2020.

Mr. President, | believe it is important for us to recognise the Budget, as an
instrument for the advancement of the people of Grenada, and to recognise, as well the
critical importance of stakeholder understanding and active participation by all
concerned.

There can be little doubt, Mr. President, that taken from any standpoint, 2019’s
economic performance was outstanding. | refer, Mr. President, to the Fiscal
Performance Overview of 2019, which highlights economic activity, which contributed to
strong fiscal outruns and estimates and which indicates that the economy is on track to
achieve real GDP growth of 3.2% making 2019 the 7" straight year of positive growth.
(Applause)

And, | want to pause here, Mr. President, so that the reality of these numbers
sinks in for us, as Grenadians, on either side of the spectrum. Because what it means,
Mr. President, is that as a people, who were bold enough to attack our economic
problems, head-on, with an indigenous solution, with a Home Grown Programme, seven
(7) years later, we are all, as Grenadians in a position to see the benefits of it.
(Applause) And, | want to say, as well, Mr. President, that it is an opportunity for us to
take that approach in dealing with problems, as we move forward, so that we are
confident enough, in ourselves, to look within for solutions to our problems.

And, so, | continue, Mr. President. Revenue is estimated at $782.1 m, which is
23.7% of GDP for 2019, and total Grants are estimated at $98.1 m. Recurrent
expenditure, excluding primary payments, is estimated at $614.7 m, or 18.6% of GDP.
Essentially, Mr. President, in layman’s terms, we have achieved the remarkable feat, in

2019, as we have in years gone by, of spending less, annually.
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A further review of the current revenue and expenditure for 2019, indicates, Mr.
President, prudent fiscal management to the extent of a reduction of 4.9% of interest
payments, which is consistent with a reduction in the nominal value of the National
Debt; and that again, Mr. President, is a significant achievement (applause) for the
people of this country.

Of course, Mr. President, there are challenges, primarily in the area of
implementation of grant finance, projects, which were ably examined and explained in
detail by the Minister for Works in his presentation before the House, where he gave
details of the steps to be taken to address these issues in the next Budget cycle. And, |
will leave it to my colleagues, Mr. President, who will expand, more substantially, on this
issue.

And, so, against this backdrop, Mr. President, the 2020 Budget was set in the
context of the three (3) overarching goals of the National Sustainable Development Plan
(NSDP). And, those are:

i. High human and social development, putting people at the centre of
sustainable development and transformation;
ii. Vibrant, dynamic, competitive economy with supporting climate and disaster
resilient infrastructure; and
iii. Economic Stability and Security.

And, of course, Mr. President, having looked at the context, this begs the
question of how high human and social development, putting people at the centre of
sustainable development and transformation are to be realised in the context of the
2020 Budget.

And so, permit me, Mr. President, briefly, to examine the Budget in the context of
the critical role which human capital plays as a source of economic growth. Human
capital is often viewed, as the fundamental source of economic growth. It is essentially
a source of both increased productivity and technological advancement. In recent
times, the issue has become especially important in light of advances in technology,
increasingly borderless internet commerce, and despite the efforts of a few on the world
stage, increasing globalization in today's world.
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And, so, it is encouraging, Mr. President, to see the initiatives, which will be
piloted by this Government in 2020, in the form of an e-Book Platform initiative in
Secondary Schools and a technological approach to learning by students. And, forgive
me, Mr. President, | did not take the opportunity, as my colleagues, who went before me
to welcome and congratulate the Secondary Schools’ students, who are here with us. It
is my privilege, as well to see you here. | hope that what we say here will have some
lasting impact on you and even if it does not have a lasting impact on you, that it gives
you food for thought and for discussion when you leave here, because what we do here
today directly affects you and your friends in years to come and maybe not so far from
now.

So, | wanted to speak, Mr. President, to some of the initiatives that this
Government will put in place in 2020, that will impact and affect the lives of these
students who are sitting here today and their colleagues in different schools, in different
Forms. As | said, the e-Book Platform is an initiative in some Secondary Schools as
part of a new technological approach to learning. It is anchored on an improved Digital
Platform and this initiative will be the precursor to the widespread provision of Tablets
for students in schools.

Mr. President, as well in 2020, there is going to be a thrust towards capacity
building and curriculum strengthening by the effective and efficient maintenance of
School Infrastructure to support service delivery. There has therefore been the
introduction of nineteen (19) School Maintenance Projects with a budgetary cost of
three million dollars ($3 m). Further, three (3) Zonal Maintenance Supervisors have
been appointed to oversee the maintenance of schools. | refer, as well, Mr. President,
to the joint initiative, between the Private Sector and the Government of Grenada to
introduce new Libraries in twenty-eight (28) Primary Schools across the country. Mr.
President, | myself, as a young student, many years ago, benefited from the resources
made available at the Grenada National Library, and it is important and heartening to
see steps being taken to address the need for access to books and learning for Primary,

Secondary and Tertiary School students.
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It is important, as well, Mr. President, to note here, and to applaud the initiatives
of Private Sector individuals, because the sustained success of our economic
development requires, not just the commitment of the Government, but also the buy-in
by all stakeholders, Private Sector and all citizens of Grenada.

Mr. President, there is frequent talk and concerns, certainly, in the Private Sector
about the disconnect between employer expectations and employee performance. This
of course, results in lower levels of productivity and a strain on those, who are more
inclined than others to work and to produce. It can also be a disincentive to expansion
and growth. It is important, therefore, for us to continue and encourage a vigorous
national conversation about productivity and the need for mutual value to be exchanged
between employers and employees. We must ensure, as teachers, as parents,
employers, and members of the community that we assist our young people to bridge
the gap between acquiring knowledge and being able to implement that knowledge in
real world scenarios, because at the end of the day that is the real test of a successful
person.

And | believe, Mr. President, that is a follow on to the point that my colleague
Senator was making when she just spoke. And | believe the point has merit, that we
are increasingly becoming so focused on academic achievement, as the ‘be all,” and the
‘end all’ that we might be missing the opportunity to ensure that students, who are
exposed to more knowledge than | certainly have been and many other persons
certainly have been, that they are able to translate that knowledge into real world
usefulness.

And so, as the Government continues to make strides in empowerment through
targeted interventions, it is important to ensure that we maintain that mutual focus and
positive conversation. And, so, | refer Mr. President, to the Uniform and Transportation
Allowance for needy school children, who, as we often know are highly capable and
simply need assistance in order to achieve.

So, in 2019, Mr. President, twelve thousand (12,000) students benefitted from
Uniform and Transportation Allowances to the tune of two million dollars ($2 m) and for

2020, ($2.2 m) has been allocated for this programme.
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Again, Mr. President, in the area of University Tuition Assistance, there is a
programme in place, which enables students with potential to pursue higher education.
And so, in 2019, two hundred and forty-three (243) students attending St. George's
University and other regional and international Universities benefitted from this
Programme, at a cost to the State of over five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000.00).
An allocation of five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000.00) has also been budgeted
for 2020.

It is important, as well, Mr. President, in doing the initiatives, as described above,
to ensure that we recognise the efforts of those who provide invaluable and
immeasurable support as Public Officers. | was especially heartened to see special
attention given to members of the Health Sector, Mr. President. | myself, having
recently been a beneficiary of the Health Services, wish to go on record as thanking
those Nurses, Doctors, Orderlies, Managers, Security Officers, and others, who | saw,
with my own eyes, go beyond the call of duty. While, it is true that there is a lot to be
done, | believe that the vast majority take their job seriously and must be commended.
(Applause)

Mr. President, a major part of ensuring that human and social development will
be a driver for economic growth, is to address the usual areas of weakness in the
Government System. | am aware, Mr. President, that this is often a delicate subject,
but again, | believe that this is a topic, which must receive vigorous attention and
national debate. And, so, Mr. President, it is this Government’s intention to address
those issues through the programmes for modernising the Public Sector. And, so, |
refer, Mr. President, to the Master Governance Platform, the Digitizing of Government’s
Services and other such initiatives.

Mr. President, one cannot underestimate the importance of one of the greatest
intangibles of economic development and sustainability, and this is in the area of
National Security. This is an area that often goes unseen until it becomes a raging
public issue. But, there can be little doubt that citizens do better, when they have a

piece of mind, that they and their loved ones are physically safe and that any economic
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investments, which they make, are secured. It is no secret that in both relative and in
real terms, Grenada continues to enjoy high levels of security and stability.

| had the honour recently, together with my colleague Senator, of attending a
Regional Conference for female Parliamentarians, geared at addressing the illicit trade
in small arms and in seeing the statistics on this issue in other neighbouring Islands.
And, | was heartened to find that not only was this not a significant issue for us in
Grenada, and | knock on wood, as the old people say, because they say when your
neighbour's house is on fire, you have to put water on yours. So, it was not a significant
issue for us in Grenada, but, in addition to that, in several areas of critical compliance,
with our international obligations, Grenada was well ahead and on track. And, for this
as well, we must commend the members of the Royal Grenada Police Force, of all
ranks, and we must be proud, as citizens, as we continue, for the most part, to exhibit a
very low tolerance for crime and criminal activity and to show respect for the Rule of
Law. (Applause)

And, | refer Mr. President, to the initiatives by this Government to ensure that we
remain on course in relation to our National Security situation. | refer, as well to the
laudable statistics, which show that there has been a 13% reduction in sexual crimes,
and a 6% decline in property crimes, when compared to the same period for 2018. And
so far, in 2019, the Royal Grenada Police Force has maintained a crime solving rate of
73%. The Government continues to invest, Mr. Speaker, to the extent of fifty-eight (58)
new Police Officers, who were recruited in 2019, and sixty (60) more who would be
added before the end of the year.

And, | move on, Mr. President, to the area of growing our economy and
continuing along the theme of compliance with the National Development Goals. | am
heartened and excited to mention the Small Business Development Fund, the Small
Business Support Services, and the OECS Partial Credit Guarantee.

Now, Mr. President, those are programmes, which are intended to benefit the
entrepreneurs amongst us; and for those of us who have gone the path of
entrepreneurial endeavours, we understand that it can sometimes be a difficult and a

lonely path, and every bit of additional support that is extended is welcomed.
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So, the Small Business Development Fund is a Fund that has already led to the
creation of five hundred and seventy (570) new businesses and seven hundred and
forty-eight (748) existing businesses in the Fishing, Agriculture, Tourism and Retail
Sectors have benefited from this Fund. One thousand, five hundred and fourteen
(1,514) jobs have been positively affected and six hundred and sixty-one (661) of those
jobs are, in fact, new jobs.

The Small Business Support Services already referenced by the Leader of
Government’s Business, through the GIDC, also provides targeted assistance for small
business through its Business Development Centre. | myself, very recently, was able
to direct one of the persons that | came in contact with, who had a fantastic idea as an
ordinary Grenadian, to the GIDC, so that she could flesh out and expand on her idea
and really realise her potential. And, | was very gratified that she called me the
afternoon and explained the process to me, and is well on her way towards realising her
dreams. And, Mr. President, | am sure that, as we all go about our daily lives, we
encounter Small Business Initiatives, which catch our intention, because they are new,
because they are innovative and because they are a real investment in the people and
talent, which we have in Grenada.

| wish to mention two (2) such initiatives which have caught my eye, one will |
name and the other, | won't mention the name, simply because | have not, prior to this,
had the permission of the persons involved. But, | hope the story would be informative
and instructive enough.

| refer, firstly, Mr. President, to the Grenada Coding Academy, which is a
business dedicated to teaching young persons the importance of Computer Coding.
And, | am glad that the students are here today. | am sure they're all familiar with
Coding and its relevance and its importance in the world.

As we all know, Coding is the language of Computers, and | believe that the time
will shortly come, if we are not already here, when in order to truly succeed as a
business owner, some form of knowledge of coding will be important. | believe Mr.
President, that the time will come, when it will probably be, as critically important as

learning to read, in order to be able to develop and to keep in tune with technological
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advancement. It is the key to building computer applications, which bring value to the
marketplace and alleviate social and economic problems. | imagine, Mr. President, a
time when we have a sufficient pool of talented Grenadian Coders, who can provide
solutions in real time to issues, which have dogged us for so long, such as traffic
congestion, produce shortages, just to name a few.

The second initiative, which caught my attention, Mr. President, is the creators of
a YouTube Channel. They are the Grenadian musicians, who showcase local music
talent, Acappella style, and | am sure many people are familiar with it. Most of the
popular Soca Artistes are on there. And, what has struck me, Mr. President, is their
approach, their innovative approach to presenting the material in a completely different
way. So, you hear the songs on the road during the Carnival season, and they have
been able to restructure the songs, tame the melody and present the videos in a very
impressive, acoustic and visual way to bring a different perspective to a song that we
just might have mindlessly jumped to on the road.

And, so, Mr. President, | move on to Private Sector Initiatives, and there is a wide
range of Private Sector Initiatives, which are highlighted in the Budget Statement for
2020. And, | won't go into detail in relation to those initiatives. There are quite a few,
except that | want to say that they are an indication of the enthusiasm, which we
continue to have as Grenadians for our own development for investing in our own
future. And, | commend that approach not just to us here and to the students who are
here, but to people who are otherwise listening in. | will just highlight a few, the
Hideaway at True Blue, the Boucan Luxury Apartments, Reese Investments, the Point
at Petite Calivigny, Aqua Natural, and the list goes on and on and on.

| continue, Mr. President, to anticipate that in the very near future the range,
diversity, and geographical locations of these projects will continue to spread. And, itis
heartening, as | listened to the Leader of Government's Business to hear that there is a
conscious effort to ensure that development expands out of the traditional areas up to
the coastline that we call, for want of a better expression ‘Virgin Territory’. And, so, it is
encouraging to note the near completion of the Housing Project in St David and the on-

going investments there in the Hotel Industry by Range Investments.
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One would expect that in the normal way, and we on ‘Both Sides’ of the House
and as citizens of Grenada must ensure that it does happen that way. These
investments will in turn create synergies with local entrepreneurs and with Service
Providers.

And, finally, in closing, Mr. President, it would be remiss of me not to
acknowledge the lamentations of my colleague Attorneys, as we work together to
improve the infrastructure, which supports the Court System. Although considerable
work has been done, much remains to be done in our Probate and Deeds and Land
Registries, particularly with respect to augmenting technology and human resources. |
have said it many times before, | will say it here, | will continue to say it elsewhere, the
effective administration of Justice is, as we all know, a critical aspect of economic
development, and we must continue as Government and stakeholders to actively work
towards its improvement.

| wish to go on record as thanking the President of the Grenada Bar Association,
our hardworking Registrar and Deputy Registrar of the Supreme Court, and many
others in the Service, whose names are too numerous to mention and whose positions
are too numerous to mention, including those whose constructive criticisms remind us of
the important role of this critical Sector.

| wish to thank, as well as | am sure my colleagues will do, the hardworking
members of the Ministry of Finance, who not only do the work on a day-to-day basis,
but collate the data in a way, which tells our clear and unequivocal story of economic
success.

And, finally, | wish to thank and to congratulate the people of Grenada, who on a
daily basis make their own investment in our collective development, at all levels,
whether as students, as we have here, as persons who stay at home, as single
parents, as Public Servants or as Private Sector Workers. We must continue to aspire,
as is our right, as a People to grow our own wealth and to seek out indigenous and

sustainable ways to do so. | thank you, Mr. President. (Applause)
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Mr. President. Thank you, Senator George. The Honourable Senator Dr.

Dunstan Campbell.

Sen. the Hon. Dr. Dunstan Campbell: Thank you very much, Mr. President.

Mr. President: You would have an hour and fifteen (15) minutes.

Sen. the Hon. Dr. Dunstan Campbell: Yes. Thank you very much, Mr.
President. | stand here to represent the Farmers and Fishers of this Tri-Island State
and to give our support to this year's Budget, with the Theme: ‘Towards Vision 2035:
Empowering our Communities, Growing our Economy, Protecting our
Environment and Strengthening our Institutions.” Mr. President, | will deal with
each of these thematic areas separate.

So, | would start, Mr. President, with Empowering our Communities. One of
the greatest challenges that we have in the Agricultural and Fisheries Sector is the lack
of capacity to deal with the problems that confront both Agriculture and Fisheries. For
example, we see the many opportunities that are there to be captured by these folks,
but because they do not have the capacity, it goes a-begging.

We, therefore, need to put in place, and, in fact, | haven't seen that explicitly in
this year's Budget, but | am sure it should be somewhere, because we speak, very
often, of building capacity. We need it more than ever now, given the challenges of
climate change, markets that are there that we cannot reach.

In fact, | heard a very sad story just about two (2) weeks ago, in terms of a
business here in Grenada, wanting lettuce of a certain standard, of course, and there
was only one Farmer, one Farmer in the whole of Grenada, who could have met the
standard to produce lettuce for this business. After all the talk about Climate Smart
Agriculture and all these things, one farmer was able to meet the standards. And, the
standards were so basic, Mr. President. It's supposed to be protected, circled around
so that dogs would not enter, have a place to wash your hands, and to keep sanitary the

environment around which you pack the lettuce. And Mr. President, we were not able to
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get a cohort of Farmers, and everybody around in Grenada, you grew lettuce here and
there. So, empowering our Farmers and Fishers to meet the standards in order to
increase their income, to have a better life, is so very important. And, we need to
challenge those persons, who are responsible to do that, so that we can move forward.

Empowering our Communities, Mr. President, also means understanding
where we are and where we came from. In fact, people, or there are models of
development that is slowly creeping into Grenada, which is a bit worrying. We came
from the past, where we had the Plantation System, where we worked on the Plantation
System, and we were given the little bits and pieces of land to grow food for the
household. That's where we came in with the concept of Food Security. You grow
food, right, so, at least, you have the nutrition to keep on working. But, what is
happening today is that because we do not have the capacity to enter into the market,
the market, as we know it, generally, the National, Regional and International markets,
you find that people are pushing us back into going back to a Plantation System to work
for others. And, | do not want to mention any particular situation here, but | think we all
know what we are talking about. And, if you don't, you know, | will say, for instance, we
talked about Cain killed Abel and the growing, or the now introduction of the Cane, as
an important crop towards producing a commaodity for export; and we are now giving up
our good lands to grow a commaodity for export that very few of us benefit from.

Empowering our Community

That would mean a concerted effort of, not only the Government. Civil Society
and the Churches should play a very important part in building the capacity of people
out there.

If we look, for example, at the people who are in Agriculture today, in fact, it has
always been like that, the one who cannot read and write stays home and be on the
farm. The one, who shows some potential goes out to be a Doctor, a Lawyer and so
on. It is still out there like this, Mr. President. And, we have to change that, because
Agriculture is not an environment for the non-achievers. And, if we continue to have this
concept, if we continue to sow this concept in our society, then we may as well give up.

We need to have smart people to do smart Agriculture. You cannot have Climate Smart
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Agriculture and then you have Climate stupid people. (Laughter) So, we need to have
smart people, and that we need to sow that and empower our people out there.
(Applause)

In fact, | was at a Workshop and this guy said he had a story to tell me. He said
that his... he’s from Sauteurs, he was sent to school at GBSS and he achieved a lot.
He did his GCEs and went back home and told his mother, that he had decided to be an
Agriculturalist to come back to Sauteurs to work the land, and the mother just dropped
down, fainted. She couldn't understand why she had sacrificed so much to send her
son to school, to get out to do something reasonable. He comes back out there with his
knowledge to be managing the farm that she didn't want him to get involved in. This is
the concept that is still present in our society, and we need to eradicate that, if we are to
move forward, if we are to empower our communities. Empowering our communities
mean accepting a new paradigm, that we need Greenhouses, we need Solar Power, we
need to have focusing mechanisms, so that we can capture the market when and where
it is. And, if we have people out there, who are not educated, we will have a problem,
Mr. Speaker, Mr. President. | listened to so much the ‘Mr. Speaker’ now, that | become

a ‘Mr. Speaker’. Sorry for that. (Laughter)

Mr. President: | understand that it is not intentional

Sen. the Hon. Dr. Dunstan Campbell: It is definitely not intentional, definitely
not intentional.

Growing our Economy, Mr. President. As the data are presented here in the
House and elsewhere, we have four (4) productive pillars in our economy. And, | am
going to start with Agriculture, of course; Agriculture, Tourism, Construction and
Education. These are the productive side.

We say today that Agriculture is just about making the big league. In other
words, Agriculture in the 1990’s contributed around 14% to GDP. Today, it contributes
just around 5.7%, based on the data presented in the Budget Statement for 2020. So,
in fact, its contribution to GDP is going down.
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However, whatever that figure is, | would like to state that it is always not properly
represented, because there is the side of Agriculture that goes into the commerce, and
there is a side of Agriculture that goes to the home and to the community. In other
words, a significant part of Agricultural output is not captured. So, when we say 5.7%, |
would say give it another three (3), it may be 8% or 9%. And, that is very important, Mr.
President, because, when we start thinking about Food Security, Income and you
wonder sometimes, why is it that people are not dying, so to speak, in the rural areas, or
they’re living, they’re looking happy? It's true that the unemployment is higher in the
rural areas than in the urban areas, but people live out there and that's very important to
understand.

Agriculture is critical, well, as | said for improving incomes, employment, food
security for the rural folks, especially the Farmers. However, our Agriculture today is
not adjusting to the opportunities that are there to be captured. For instance, we still
have Nutmeg and Cocoa leading the way. But, there are opportunities in Nutmeg and
Cocoa that we have not captured as yet. We are moving rapidly towards that. As you
know, for example, the Nutmeg Industry is now transforming itself by just selling beans
to the market in Brussels and now they are transforming it into ground nutmeg and
ground mace, so they are adding value to the product and so is our Cocoa. We now
have, | understand it's five (5), Chocolatery in Grenada; and we have the best
chocolate, you know. So, we are actually making some progress there, and we have to
continue that. In fact, we have to also put in place mechanisms to achieve standards
that can capture the markets. For instance, the AGRICOM Project, and | want to come
to the AGRICOM Project, which is actually designed to achieve that.

We have a growing Tourism Sector. We have Tourism, which is very important
to us. But, we are not getting into this market. 68% of the produce that is used in the
Tourist market can be grown by our Farmers, but we cannot get in there, and for the
reasons of standard, for the reasons that we are not together, as a group, so that we go
into the market, in order not to waste the time of the buyers in the hotel.

So, the AGRICOM Project, Mr. President, seeks to create a system called a

Productive Alliance where you have Aggregators buying from several different persons,
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processing it, or packaging it in a way that is acceptable to the hotels. And, we have
some very good examples, we have a very good example of this. Theresa Marryshow
is one of these aggregators that pools together the produce that are required by the
hotels and supplies the high end, Silver Sands, for example. She supplies Silver Sands
with the produce that are needed and produced here in Grenada, and many Farmers
are benefitting from this. There is higher income, there is also the better use of land,
better use of land in that they can rotate and produce, because they know that there is a
market; and this concept is used not only for our local market, but for the export.

We have now soursop. The soursop is following this model where you have
many farmers producing, aggregated and then exported. | will come back to this later
on, because there are some opportunities there that we need to speak to.

Under the AGRICOM Project, we also have the opportunity to fit in, | should say,
the Poultry Policy. Last year, 2018, the Poultry Policy was passed in which access was
given to our local producers for 40% of the market. Poultry meat is one of the highest
percentage of imported products in Grenada. We have a Food Security Index of
twenty-six (26), which means that 64% of what we eat are imported, 64%. In an Island
that has the best soil in the world, we are importing our food. And, | must say that most
of what is imported, it will be meat, cereal and cereal products, and the meat would be
specifically chicken, poultry.

So, the Poultry Policy is now using this Productive Alliance Methodology, where
you have aggregators buying from smaller Farmers, so that they can access the market,
because you can't have forty/fitty (40/50) people going to sell ten (10) chickens to
Sandals. It is not like that. It doesn't work that way. So, even though the market is
there, if you're not organised in a manner to reach, or to get to them, then, it’s like there
is no market.

So, the soursop, we see that they are fitting into this model. The Poultry we see
that they are fitting into this model. The Vegetable Farmers, they are fitting into this
model and that's the way to go. And, in fact, | must congratulate the Ministry of
Agriculture for putting in place, this mechanism. But, we see, even though the

mechanism is there, we see the weaknesses of our System.
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For example, in 2018, we saw the end of MAREP and the seamless transition to
SAEP (Sustainable Agricultural Enterprise Project); and one year passed between
MAREP and SAEP. And, we found that it was so difficult, and here it comes, it was so
difficult that the institutions, which were built under MAREP disappeared within a year's
time, so that the opportunity, which SAEP has provided and the AGRICOM Project has
provided was not captured, or was difficult to be captured by our small Farmers, who
lacked the capacity.

For instance, we had the Goat Farmers’ Association for St. John and St. Mark.
They were very active under MAREP. MAREP came to an end, the funding source
came to an end, so they went on their own separate ways. And immediately, as the
AGRICOM Project came in, and they had the opportunity to go that last step, in order to
purchase the machines to produce Goat Cheese and Pasteurized Milk, they were not
there. They were not there, because they left. The monies finished under MAREP, so
they were gone. So, when the money came under AGRICOM, they were not prepared,
as a group, to get together to access. And, | am using this one group to demonstrate
capacity, to demonstrate continuity that we need to have in order to capture all these
benefits.

In fact, | need to use this also, as an opportunity to recommend to the Ministry of
Agriculture, the way that these projects are used; because of the monies that are
around, we tend to go towards the projectisation of the Ministry instead of programmatic
approach to the Ministry. So, instead of having a programme, they've got all these little
projects, and projects, they do have a start and they do have an end. So, we see; in
fact, what | am saying, Mr. President, is that we need to be very careful, as we move
through the timeline of going through that Vision 2035, that we need to put sustainable
structures in place that can last, over time, and we do not go up and down and up and
down. | alluded to that in my last Budget Presentation, already, the children of
Sisyphus, we go up and then we come right back down. We are still the children of
Sisyphus. We go up, we achieve something and when we’re just about the crest of
doing it, we go back down. We have to work on that and we have to work on that in this

period for the 2020 Budget. We have to use our resources.
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Another point that | did not pick up in the Presentation from the Minister for
Agriculture is how do we structure the Ministry of Agriculture to capture the Tourist
market? The Tourist market is a very big market, very big market for our producers. In
fact, what | see coming out of the model | see coming out of the Ministry of Agriculture is
that you have a Sector that goes out, International Trade, the Nutmeg, the Cocoa, the
Soursop, that goes out. It takes up, or covers up a significant part of our land and the
rest used for local production, Food Security and the Tourist market. But, we seem to
have a problem capturing that Tourist market, and the problem is that we are not able to
be in sync with our production to capture the market.

The biggest demand in the Tourist Sector is between December and May. And,
between December and May, we have the greatest challenge and the challenges of
Climate Change, the Dry Season. So you'll find when there is great demand, there is
little supply. And, from June to December, you have flood on the market, flood, in terms
of, you are flooding the market with produce. And then you are actually producing for
the one hundred and ten thousand (110,000), plus another fifty thousand (50,000) of
Stayover Visitors; so the production and marketing is not synced. And, we have to work
on this, and | hope that the 2020 Budget, with its new orientations of being Climate
Smart and all these very nice terms, that we will be able to correct this, this year, so that
when there is a market, we produce to that market, and we sync the production, so that
it would bring to our rural farmers, the income and the Food Security, that are necessary
for them to advance and of course, to grow the economy.

Mr. President, | was just, a while ago, looking at the figures for; well | understand
that Agriculture received the greatest share of the Budget, because, in fact, the Leader
of Government’s Business a while ago just mentioned it, and | verified it. | went into the
2020 Budget Statement, and | saw we have one hundred million dollars ($100 m) for the
construction of Feeder Roads. Well, Mr. Leader of Government’s Business, | hope it
wouldn't be like the 2019, this year, where a certain amount of monies were put for
Feeder Roads and not a cent was spent. (Applause) So, | hope, Mr. President, that
we get some of that money, especially for the lands in the upper part of our Island, the

lands that were once used for Cocoa and Nutmeg that now are inaccessible.
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| see, for example, that we said that thirty-six (36) roads would be targeted in this
year. We will monitor that. We will monitor that, and | will be in this Parliament,
commending the Government for constructing roads, for providing the access for these
Farmers to go out there; and the trees are bearing trees, but the point is that, you
cannot get to them to harvest them. So, we are looking forward to this one hundred
million dollars ($100 m) for road construction, that will really uplift the Agricultural Sector
and would make it, today, the number one industry in Grenada and will be the strongest
pillar, going forward.

Protecting our Environment

Agriculture plays a key role, especially sustainable agriculture plays a key role in
protecting the environment. We have an Agricultural System in Grenada that is tree
crop based. And, that in itself is an advantage, especially with the torrential rains that
we have, the downpours, especially with the Dry Season, that we find that the soil itself
is not battered by these elements, with the rain or the sun. So, that soil loss in Grenada
is not, as much as in other Islands in the Caribbean, where you have the situation of
ploughing, or exposing the ground to the elements of nature.

So, we contribute to environmental protection just by the type of commodity, the
type of Cropping System that we use. In fact, the word ‘permaculture’ was not used in
the past. But, when you look at what we have today as our Agricultural System, you
see that it is permaculture designed. We would go out to the countryside and when we
look through the farmland we will see the windbreaks; we have windbreaks, we have
drainage. We have all these things that are necessary to protect our soil. | must say
that today, there is a little deterioration in that System, but we can easily get back there
to having our land that are well protected.

We have Systems of Agriculture that can actually help. | noticed that there was
no mention in the Budget of organic agriculture, or even permaculture. No mention of
organic, or permaculture, and these are important means of production, to protect our
environment, and not only to protect our environment, but to access high-end markets.
Organic production, or organic agriculture is the fastest growing form of Agriculture

today. And, given our situation with small farms, high value crops, it is the best solution
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for our problems. In fact, what will happen is that if you produce... an example, one
hundred (100) pounds of cocoa and you sell it for one dollar ($1.00) a pound, if you
convert your land to organic, you would sell this for three or four times, so you get three
hundred dollars ($300.00) instead of one hundred dollars ($100.00). And, of course,
there is very little expense, so to speak, additional expense, if we use that System. So,
it's an opportunity for us, and it is not far away, because we have organic production in
Grenada. We have organic production. Belmont Estate is a certified producer of
organic chocolate, and so is Crayfish Bay; in fact, | think all our Chocolate Companies
produce organic chocolate. But, we have to spread that more. We have to spread that
into organic lettuce, tomatoes, cucumbers, so that we can sell it to the high-end hotels
at an increased price, and when you do that, obviously, it's more income for the small
Farmers, so that they can benefit from what they grow.

And, in fact, when you add fair trade with organic, you still get an additional price;
for instance, instead of the three hundred dollars ($300.00) that | mentioned a while
ago, you can get four hundred ($400.00), because you would get an increase in price
for fair-trade and an increase in price for organics for the same product. And, especially
when you have small farmers producing, because small farmers, when they get
together in groups, it is easier for them to be certified, as Fair Trade Farmers than the
larger Farmers.

Mr. President, | now move to Strengthening our Institutions. In order for
Agriculture to position itself to perform the functions that it can, we need to put in place
critical human and physical structures, especially the human structures. There must be
a cadre of persons to address these issues. And | mentioned earlier, when | presented
the thematic area on empowering, | mentioned building the human capacity to deal with
the issues that confront our Farmers and Fishers out there.

We need to also strengthen Institutions that support the Agricultural Industry. For
example, we do not have a Soil Lab, we do not have a Veterinary Lab, we do not have a
Tissue Culture Lab, and all these things that | am mentioning, Mr. President, are things
that we had once. We had those things, they disappeared with Ivan and they are no

longer there. We need to bring back these structures, these physical structures.
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We need to strengthen our Propagation Unit. Mirabeau, Boulogne, Maran,
Ashenden, we need to strengthen them, especially, and make them resilient, so that
when we have those storms, we can bounce back, as quickly as possible. And, we also
need to train persons to man these Labs, because one of the things that we observed in
Agriculture is that because of the Attrition Policy, as you go, new ones are not... in other
words, the Succession Plan, and | heard the Leader of Government's Business
mentioned that there will be a Succession Plan in place in this year's 2020 Budget. We
look forward to that Succession Plan, because Agriculture is really suffering from this.

We are trying to introduce, for example, Small Livestock production. We have a
Poultry Policy, and there is only one Vet and one Veterinary Assistant to run the whole
of Grenada, one, Mr. President. We are joking. We are actually joking. In fact, we are
doing things in an upside, topsy-turvy manner.

We built an Abattoir and we import animals to slaughter in the Abattoir. | mean,
yeah, we are importing animals from St. Vincent to slaughter in an Abattoir that we built
in Grenada. There is no Livestock Programme. That is how we deal with Agriculture;
so | hope that this would be addressed, Mr. President, so that we can strengthen our
Institutions and our capacity to feed ourselves, to earn money from the Industry.

Before | close, Mr. President, | need to say a few things about Fisheries, because
| do represent the Fisheries Sector. And, | will quickly go through that, not that it is not
important, because it contributes the most in Agriculture and Fisheries. Fisheries
contribute more to the National Economy, in terms of dollars and cents, than
Agriculture.

Mr. President: You have thirty-five (35) minutes, you know.

Sen. the Hon. Dr. Dunstan Campbell: Yes, | know. Yes. | would try to take as
much as possible. Empowering Fishers is extremely important, as Agriculture. Again,
we have the situation, the Fishermen are those, who didn't make it in formal Education,
who dropped out of schools. So, a programme of capacity building is extremely

important. And, Mr. President, what they’re involved in is not an easy task. In fact, I've
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been speaking to some Fisher Folks in Grenville and | learnt, Mr. President, that our
Fisher Folks now, because of the challenges of climate change and what, need to go
four hundred (400) miles off Grenada to catch fish. This is in the international waters.
This is in international waters.

But, it's not that they do not have the means to do it, but what I think about is the
danger of getting there. If you get out there and your engine cuts off, of course, among
themselves, the Fisher Folks, they can call one another and there is a system in place,
but it is extremely dangerous. And, | wonder whether or not we have the capacity in our
Coast Guard to respond to emergencies at four hundred (400) miles off Grenada. So,
capacity building, empowering our communities, the Fishing Community and Fisher Folk
in the areas where fishing is important, is extremely important.

The Growing of the Economy

There are opportunities for the Fisheries Sector to expand. The introduction of
the Fish Aggregating Devices, the FADS has brought to the Fisheries Sector a special
gift, so to speak, in that now that they can establish their FADS in a specific location, go
to the location and catch the fish and make a life that is much easier than searching for
fish all over, the cost of which, the utilization of the FAD is much reduced; in that you
know that you go. There are four (4) FADS, | understand, outside of Grenville and they
are located in specific spots, ten (10) miles or twelve (12) miles, and | think one is
fourteen (14) miles or twenty (20) miles off, or two (2), twenty (20) miles off. So, you
know that you are leaving your home, you’re going to travel twenty (20) miles, you go to
this particular spot, you fish and you get back home. So, it's much more economical on
all fronts. You catch fish, you use less fuel, less time, and there you contribute much
greater to the economy.

Mr. President, we need to better manage the threats that face the Fishing
Industry. And, these threats are aggravated by the fact that we do not have sufficient
persons on the ground. | said that in my last Budget Presentation, and | am saying it
again. We need the capacity. We do not have the capacity in the Fisheries Sector to

collect data.
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| understand, from a meeting that | attended, in fact, the Honourable Prime
Minister was at that meeting, when it was mentioned, that Grenada is blacklisted on
CITES, because of the fact that reports were not submitted on time. Reports were not
submitted on time. It's not that we were doing something wrong. For example, the
specific report is that of Conch Fishing. The Queen Conch is listed as an endangered
species, and, if there is no report that the quantity of conch that you captured, then you
can be blacklisted. It is not that you are doing a crime, but because you have not
submitted a report. So, you would have lost your access to export, because you do not
have enough persons on the ground to capture that data.

And, Mr. President, we run the risk of being blacklisted under ICCAT, the
International Commission for Atlantic Tunas, because, again, we are not submitting our
report on time, because we are not collecting the data, and we are not collecting the
data, because we don't have persons to do it. And, the Fisheries Sector is our number
one Sector, in terms of foreign exchange to Grenada in Agriculture and Fisheries.

Mr. President, | want to come to this area of Marine Protected Areas (MPA). Our
Marine Protected Areas (MPA) offer an opportunity for several persons to obtain a
livelihood, the fisher folk, the people in the Tourist Sector, the people who sell along the
beaches, the Barmen, there are opportunities for several persons. There are
opportunities for some of our students here, young people leaving school, in Marine
Biology, to be involved and to be gainfully involved in this.

But, Mr. President, again, we see the situation of lack of persons to deal with
those things. | remember, again, on GIS, | saw the problem being discussed at a Town
Hall meeting. Again, the Honourable Prime Minister was there. | think, | saw also the
Leader of Government’'s Business was at that meeting. And, the problem we are
having, it's really unacceptable, you know. We talk so much about Molinierre, the first
Sculpture Park in the world, and we are not maintaining it. People do what they want in
that area. | remember listening to a TV Programme where we said that, oh the fish
we’re getting, the size of the fish is growing and the income is, you know, booming and
everything, and suddenly it disappeared. Now, you know, we really cannot recommend

Molinierre.
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Woburn, we worked on Woburn and we saw the problems down there. We need
leadership. We come to Gouyave, the Gouyave Marine Protected Area (MPA), which is
not declared, as yet, which is now being in the form of getting its act together. | mean,
the problems of leadership, again, it's very clear.

In fact, the proposed Marine Protected Area (MPA) in Gouyave is supposed to be
community led. It's community led, that means that the fisher folks are supposed to be
the ones managing that Facility. And, Mr. President, like everything else, | would say
that the skills set, the capacity is lacking, and help from the Fisheries Department is not
forthcoming, so we do have a problem. We do have a problem in Grenada, with our
Marine Protected Areas (MPA) throughout, and we have a target to meet. By 2020, we
are supposed to have 25% of our coast protected, Marine Protected Areas (MPA). |
thought we would have achieved that, Mr. President, but | think we are a long way, and
this may well be one target that we would not meet. | know we've met several, and |
must congratulate our Leaders for taking us there, even the one in Carriacou. | worked
with several people out there, the Honourable Senator here, | worked with, and, of
course, it's one of the most beautiful spots in the world, and | really mean that, you
know, Sandy Island Oyster Bed, you know. And that model in Woburn and in Carriacou
is one that we should nurture and monitor very carefully.

This is why, Mr. President, whenever we speak of Marine Protected Areas
(MPA), we always speak of them being isolated outside of the way, not very close to
people and other activities. Woburn and Sandy Island Oyster Bed give us an
opportunity to have a Marine Protected Area (MPA), right where there are the so called
activities that would disturb the quiet and peace of those species that we're trying to
protect. And, | think, Mr. President, that we should go for it.

| remember, when | first heard about Carriacou and Woburn | said, well, you
know, that's crazy. These people should never establish a Boat Repair Facility in this
area that is so very close to the Marine Protected Area, but, Grenada is small, Grenada
is small, and we do not have the miles and miles of pristine area, undisturbed area to
create and to protect our species. But, | think, Mr. President, that we can do it in our

little space. And, Woburn and Carriacou Sandy Island Oyster Bed, Marine Protected
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Area, we can do it. But, | don't feel comfortable. | don't feel that the will to do it is there,
to achieve what | think is achievable; so, | leave it, as a challenge for you in 2020.

| want to congratulate the Administration for the initiative to get insurance for the
Fishers, the COAST Programme. It is extremely important, given the nature of the
fisher folks, because the fisher folk goes out there, he catches fish, he comes back, he
makes money, and the money disappears; so the next day the money disappears;
again, that's all in capacity building, to handle the financial resources. But, the point |
am making here, it disappears. If he goes and if there is a storm surge and his boat
gets damaged, then the following week, he's penniless, because he doesn't have the
tool to go out to make a living. He is not skilled to do other jobs; so then he loses his
livelihood, basically. So, the COAST, insurance that would get them back on foot, after
a disaster, is extremely important, extremely important.

And, | say this not only for the fisher folks, but for the Agriculturists also, because
the Ministry of Agriculture is presently working with FAO to introduce a Hybrid Insurance
System for cocoa and nutmegs, as a Pilot Programme, and | think we should go for it;
and | look forward to the Ministry of Agriculture grabbing on and holding on to this thing
and making it work. We had insurance already, in fact, in the Banana Industry, we had
insurance for farmers. But, we never used that system for the other crops. And, now
we have the opportunity with the fisher folks, with COAST and with the Agriculturalists,
with the Hybrid System, being supported by FAO. | hope that we can get there and
move from an experimental stage to have a permanent system of insurance for our
fisher folks and farmers.

Mr. President, there's another issue that is worrying for the operators of the
Cooling System, the Refrigeration System in Melville Street, St. George's and in
Grenville. Both systems use ammonia, as their refrigerant and ammonia can be very
dangerous. In fact, it's a sleepy killer. The location of those two Plants are in areas
where you have lots of persons around. It’s in the Fish Market, near to the Bus Stop, in
Grenville it's the same thing. The importance of maintenance of the system, and, no,
before | even get there, | must say that ammonia is the best, is the preferred option, as
a refrigerant today, given climate change. It is nature friendly, it is easy to install, and
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the point about it, it should be maintained. It should be maintained to make it easy. So,
it's not a question of saying that, oh, we should not have this thing right in St. George's
or in Grenville. We are saying that yes, it is there.

There are some hazards and some threats that we need to deal with, and we
deal with it, because even though you take out the ammonia and you put something
else, it will be costlier, and it might be even more dangerous. So, we are asking, we're
requesting that somewhere, some Budget line... | have a little problem going through
the big document, but you will know, which line to look for, where you can find some
money to put in place a Maintenance System for the Plants in St. George's, and in
Grenville. In fact, without ice, of course, you know, the whole Fishing Industry is
jeopardized.

Again, the same comments for strengthening our institutions for Fisheries, again,
the human and physical capital need to be addressed. In recent times, a significant
amount of monies have been spent on the lighting of the Fisheries area.

(Time Bell Rings)

(Inaudible Comments by Mr. President)

Sen. the Hon. Dr. Dunstan Campbell: Yes, yes, | know, | know, | know.
Lighting of the Fisheries area. Now, in that period, when the lights were working, there
was a significant drop in theft of engines in both Waltham and in Gouyave. The lights
went out and the engines start disappearing. Of course, we know the impact of that,
your engine disappear, you cannot fish, you have no livelihood. | am just making an
appeal to the folks on the ‘Other Side’, that they can use their good offices to ensure
that the lighting mechanism is there. Put back the Lighting System. Give the fisher
folks a chance to earn a decent living.

Just like in Agriculture, succession planning again, is a critical point that we need
to address, because you have four or five Marine Protected Areas. You don't have a

Fisheries Biologist, you don't have a Data Collector. You cannot hire Wardens to
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protect the area and it goes on. So, we need to look at this from the point of view of
having these facilities operational.

Mr. President, | now come to the end of my substantive presentation, and | want
to take this opportunity, this last minute or so, to thank all of those persons who
provided me with information, who assisted me in preparing my response to this
Budget. | think that we have a good Budget. | believe in the Budget. But, | also believe
in the commitment to do what is said in the Budget, and to me, that is the most
important thing. And, from now, | will be with you, be with my folks out there, to ensure

that what is there would be delivered. | thank you, Mr. President. (Applause)

Mr. President: Thank you, Senator Campbell. Honourable Members, at this
point in time, | think it may be fitting for us to take the lunch break, because the lunch is
already here and for our student guests, there is some refreshments. | wouldn’t like you
to leave without consuming it, else we would have to look for some group to consume it.
But, there is some refreshment for you here, so take note of that. So, we will take the
lunch break here, and then we will resume at 2:00 o’clock. Yes, we will resume at 2:00
o’clock, Members? Honourable Members, this House now stands adjourned until 2:00

p.m.

(Sound of Gavel)

Senate adjourned for lunch @ 12:30 p.m.
Senate resumed @ 2:00 p.m.

Mr. President: Honourable Members, this Senate resumes. | think we ended

on ‘This Side’ with Dr. Campbell, so the debate now moves to ‘This Side’.

(Senator the Honourable Norland Cox rose)

Mr. President: Remember that you have an automatic fifteen (15) minutes.
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Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Mr. President, thank you very much. 1 trust that
we all had a wonderful lunch. Mr. President, | rise to give my full support to the
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for the fiscal year, January 1% to December 31%,
2020, as presented by the Prime Minister and Minister for Finance, under the Theme:
‘Towards Vision 2035, Empowering our Communities, Growing our Economy,
Protecting our Environment and Strengthening our Institutions.’

Mr. President, the 2020 Budget, | believe, provides a clear instruction, a clear
instruction on what, or how our nation, and, most importantly, how ordinary people are
going to be impacted by this Budget. It is with a strong sense of purpose that this
Budget provides a clear and strong commitment towards people, not just people, but
also touching all Sectors, at all levels of this country, Mr. President.

In summary, this Budget demonstrates a consistent message of action that this
Government has demonstrated over and over and over, again; that we continue to
invest in the people of Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Martinique, that is what this
Budget is doing. When we look, we can speak of investment from the Youth to our
Seniors, investment in Health, NHI, Safety Net Programmes, infrastructure, a long list,
Needy Assistance. This Presentation from the Prime Minister and Minister for Finance,
Mr. President, is extensive and very intrusive in terms of touching every single aspect,
every single fabric of this Nation, and | think that is what this Budget really, really, really
does.

Are there areas for improvements? Of course, there are, like everything else.
We expect feedback on those areas where persons believe institutions, all
Organizations believe that we should improve and we welcome those. We have done
so, and continue to receive those engagements. But, it still does not take away from the
fact that our record has been an impressive one. It doesn’t take away from the fact, Mr.
President.

Mr. President, this country is experiencing something extraordinary,
extraordinary, in terms of what we have been able to do, and my colleague, Senator
George, spoke of it, and even asked of us to lament on it, on the successes that we

have had, as a small Nation, what we have been able to withstand, the resilience that
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we have been able to show. This Budget speaks to the fruits of those efforts, Mr.
President. And, so it is within that sense, that deep sense of humility and pride that |
am proud to be part of this Government, to be a citizen of this country, at this time,
where we see extraordinary things happening, under extraordinary leadership.
(Applause)

Mr. President, this investment stems, as | indicated, throughout all levels, and |
have been given the responsibility to oversee the stewardship of the Ministry of Youth
Development, Sports, Culture and the Arts. It affords me the opportunity to speak to
some of the investments of 2019, the outturns from those investments and looking
forward to the investments that are made in the 2020 Budget for the next fiscal year.

Mr. President, at the Ministry of Youth Development, we look forward to 2020,
looking at three (3) thematic areas:

1. Enhancing the spiritual and social and economic well-being of our young

people;

2. Increasing technical infrastructure services and provide Coaching and

Competition Programmes for our schools and community; and
3. To maintain, protect and enhance Grenada’s tangible and intangible Cultural
Heritage and its related industries.

It is within those context, Mr. President, that the Ministry of Youth Development,
Sports, Culture and the Arts will move forward for 2020, to ensure that we use those
investments that the Ministry of Finance, through the 2020 Budget, have provided for us
to impact on the lives of our stakeholders and more so, our young people of this Nation.

Mr. President, we, at the Ministry of Youth, we recognise the challenges that our
young people are facing; and some of it might be spoken about later on by other
Members, some of it have to do with employment, some of it has to do with mental
issues, some of it has to do with education, a number of things. Some of it was raised
earlier on, in terms of Literacy, we recognise those challenges face our young people
every day. These challenges are not new, and they are not going to go away. No

Government is not going to illuminate those challenges. But, what is most important,
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Mr. President, is that we recognise them and we’re putting measures in place to deal
with them.

Mr. President, we embarked on a project called the M-Power Project and the
reason why we embarked on that project, that project is basically targeting our young
men. We have a number of our young men, who are challenged in various ways, and
as a responsible Government, we took the initiative to carve out a Special Programme,
just for our young men, to ensure that we get a sense to meet with them, find out where
they are, what are their challenges and to put measures in place to deal with them.
And, this Government would have significantly invested in this project, | think, about
three or four million dollars ($3 m or $4 m), to ensure that our young men are engaged,
in a meaningful way, through the M-Power Project.

They have been exposed to Literacy and Numeracy classes, for those who are
challenged with that, Life Skills Training, Counselling for those who are challenged with
mental issues. Those who have the Creative Skills, they have been given an
opportunity to be engaged in Apprenticeship Programmes, Mr. President. Those who
have the requisite certification, at the CVQ level, they have given numerous
opportunities, Mr. President.

But, one of the things that this Programme has done and has done differently is
that we have been able to approach them, in a way, to give them an opportunity to
stand on their own feet. And, come the 10™ of December, Mr. President, these young
men are going to receive what you call the Grand Packages, or Transition Packages.
Now, throughout the entire year, in the programme, they would have saved a certain
amount of money from the stipend, and the programme now is going to match that
savings and those monies are going to be going straight into a particular business
initiative that those young men are interested in. So, come on the 10" of December, at
the Youth Centre, those young men are going to receive those initiatives, be it a
camera, if they are a Photographer, if they want to go into Graphics they are going to
receive that special Laptop, those equipment, and so we have that special component
of the programme. So it is not that we just train them and we just let them out, but we

are ensuring that we are nurturing them towards that business initiative that they are
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very much interested in. Mr. President, this is very, very instructive and important.
(Applause) Mr. President, we are hoping to work towards starting a new cohort in 2020
once we properly transition this first batch of M-Power Trainees. 1 think this is a very
important programme, and | want to commend my colleague, Minister Lewis, who is
working directly with the youths, to ensure that this programme continues to thrive.

Mr. President, | want to move on to another important initiative that we would
have had. We have our young kids here this morning, and it has to do with our National
Youth Parliament exercise of bringing the Parliament to the various Parishes. As we
can see not all the students could have come here this morning, and so what we have
been doing, through the Ministry of Youth, is taking the Parliament to the various
Parishes and having those young person’s engage themselves into the whole
Parliamentary process, enticing them, so that they too can come. And, we speak about
Succession Planning here today and that also is part of the Succession Planning
process, ensuring that we give our young persons an opportunity to understand and get
exposed to that process, Mr. President.

Mr. President, | want to speak of the New IMANI Programme, and you know this
programme has had so much verbal discussions on it. And, sometimes | think the
negative attacks on the programme, | want to believe that is a lack of understanding by
some persons what this programme is about, and what it does and the impact that it
has.

While the programme has some challenges, the challenges in itself, is not
entirely of the programme’s fault, but is a representation of some of the issues that are
within our communities and within our societies. Because the programme doesn’t go
through a selection process in such a way, a rigorous selection process to say well
we’re singling out this person, if they have that challenge, or we singling out that person
that have that challenge. The programme is designed to give everybody an opportunity,
that is what we try to do. And, because of that, it creates a risk that you are taking in
everything, and so you have to put in place measures to deal with everything that

comes.
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Mr. President, you know, as parents, we have kids and sometime one of our
children may not be what we want them to be. They may not be displaying the kind of
attitudes and behaviours, but, what do we do? Do we throw them away, Mr. President?
We don’t. Your child is yours. You work hard to maintain that child and you would do
everything possible to ensure that you bring that child around. And, so the New IMANI
Programme, that is our kids, and if they have challenges, we ought not to cast them
aside, but we have to continue to be resilient and work and to bring them around, Mr.
President, and that is one of the things, | think, that is missing in the whole context and
understanding of what is taking place with this programme, Mr. President.

But, we have been working strong to ensure that we transition trainees, looking
at different strategies. We have been working through scholarships, targeted training,
Mr. President, and | will speak to some of the targeted training and the successes of
those through the IMANI Programme, Mr. President.

In terms of realising some strong outcomes, over two hundred (200) persons,
over the period, have been able to get permanent employment, and that is also very
instructive. While the numbers are not what we want it to be, it is happening. Persons
are moving into permanent employment, and we could see that, based on the economic
situation in the country. If you go around the country, Mr. President, | hear some people
saying that nothing is happening. | mean, this is like crazy. | mean, you have to be
actually crazy to say ‘if anything is happening in this country’? Every single Grenadian,
every single opportunity that they get, they are investing in their country. You go
around, somebody is either digging to plant some pillars, somebody starting a house,
either somebody clearing some area to do some investment, that is happening on a
consistent basis, Mr. President, the evidence is there, this isn’t no lie. The evidence is
there for all to see, and I think that is also something that we must pay attention to. It is
because of that confidence, that as a Government that we have been able to do, to instil
that confidence into persons, they, in turn, are now investing, not just in themselves, but
investing in their country. The numbers don't lie, the numbers don't lie, Mr. President,
SO persons can get emotional and say anything that they want to say, but the numbers
don't lie.
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Mr. President, we are looking at some Skills Training, and we have been placing
some specific focus on a particular training called the STCW training, the Standards
Training and Certification and Watchkeeping Programme. This is a very important
international certification that persons must have, if they want to work in the Maritime
Industry. And, we have been successful in training twenty-six (26) persons, this year, in
that programme. Currently, we have engaged UNDP (United Nations Development
Programme), who are going to partner with us to train a next two (2) or three (3)
batches, Mr. President, and as soon as March of next year, a batch would be going to
Trinidad for training.

Mr. President, | just want to remind this Nation; you know, sometimes we always
forget certain things. It was not long ago we had a horrific accident on the Carenage,
Mr. President, and the First Responders, the heroic Responders, who the Nation was so
impressed by and everybody spoke so well of, Mr. President, those First Responders
were recipients of this particular Safety at Sea training, CPR and Firefighting.

Mr. President, we believe it was because of this training, those persons were
able to respond with bravery, jump straight overboard, one person was giving a recount
of the incident, when the young trainee surfaced with the baby from under the water.
We probably have not really recognised these First Responders and the persons who
actually went overboard and saved those persons in the bus. Sometimes we tend to
forget that heroic moment, Mr. President. (Applause) That is the impact that what we
are doing can have on our young people, and hence the reason why we are asking the
Nation to continue to work with us, continue to raise those concerns, make those
suggestions. But, we are asking you not to condemn our young people. People make
mistakes, people have short comings, but we have a responsibility, as the senior ones
to ensure that we guide them properly, going forward, Mr. President.

Mr. President, | want to make note also, in terms of my colleague who spoke of
the Caribbean Coding Academy. That is an Institution that has a vision, who is seeing
where the world is heading and is giving Grenadians an opportunity to prepare before

we get left behind, Mr. President.
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Mr. President, so the Ministry of Youth Development, Sports, Culture and the
Arts will be partnering with the Caribbean Coding Academy in 2020 to provide support
to ensure that more young person’s get an opportunity to access the training at the
Academy, in terms of Coding, Mr. President, and you hear the stories. Sometimes the
kids come, they’re excited, when they see the Robotics, they’re excited, but they cannot
afford to pay the full tuition fee. Mr. President, we have a responsibility to create that
environment, so that young boy, that young girl, can live their dream of actually doing
something in Robotics. We have Al now where we don’t have to pick up a broom to
sweep. You rest a Robot down on the floor and this whole place is mopped and
disinfected, Mr. President. We have to continue to prepare ourselves for this, because

we don’t have a choice, it is coming.

(Inaudible Comment by Mr. President)

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Some of us have the Al right at home and not
even realise what we have at home. When we wake up in the morning and we say:
“‘Alexa, turn on the TV,” that is Al. Mr. President, so we have to continue to work
towards preparing our young people for that.

Mr. President, we want to thank our partners and stakeholders of businesses,
who work with the NEW IMANI Programme, in terms of the Cost Sharing Initiative. We
want to commend the two hundred plus (200 +) businesses, who are sharing the cost of
the stipend for the trainees. We think that is excellent and we really want to recognize
their support, in that regard, in the development of our young people. We think that is
really outstanding.

You know, Mr. President, somewhere | was listening to the News, | think, |
cannot recall, and somebody was saying, “oh, look, there is a reduction in the Budget
for youth, so we no longer care about the youth.” But, | could recall, Mr. President,
sometime aback it was said, we are wasting money on the youth. But, Mr. President, |
want them to understand that the reduction in the Budget for the youth is an indication

of a number of things. It means that persons who were in the programme have gone on
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to permanent employment and hence there is no need to expend those expenses,
because those persons are no longer there. It also is a clear indication that because of
the uptake of the Cost Sharing Initiative, Government will now have to spend less, and
so there are a number of measures that we are doing that are cutting the cost of how
we operate in Youth and we are trying our best to be as responsible as possible to
ensure that we utilise the tax payers money in the best possible way, Mr. President. So,
you would hear all kinds of things. But, nonetheless, we have to continue to forge on.
It's easy to find negative things to say, but it is always difficult to come up with good
recommendations, Mr. President. | often see that, but we have got to press on.

Mr. President, the Small Business Development Initiative Yut Biz. One of the
things that we recognise too, as well, that is missing with our young people, is that drive
to be self-sufficient, that drive to own your own business. | think we have missed that.
It is something that we need to focus on. It is a mind-set. It is a culture that we have,
that we grow up in, that we need to just go look for a job. My Colleague, Senator
Campbell spoke about that this morning about the culture of Agriculture and how people
see it. It is the same way that a lot of our young persons, they believe that the
traditional jobs, that is the way to go and not looking from the business standpoint.
Because of the level of investment that is taking place in the country right now, there is
a demand for a number of services. There is going to be a demand for more services.
While we have more businesses, there is going to be more demand for services; as
such we believe that this is the right time for us to direct our young persons to help them
develop new business plans, new business models to take advantage of those
emerging services, Mr. President. So, the Yut Biz, we continue to work, we trained fifty
(50) participants and we had thirty (30) persons actually registering businesses from
that Youth Business Initiative, so we think that is quite excellent.

Mr. President, | now want to speak a little bit about Sports. Mr. President, we, in
Grenada are blessed with talented Athletes and we have been doing well. We have
been doing quite well, Mr. President. Over the past couple years, we have a number of
things to celebrate, a number of outstanding performances to celebrate. We had our

Swimmers doing well at the CCCAN Championship held in Barbados in July. We had
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the Inaugural OECS International Netball Series in which Grenada was the Champion,
and the person who is here leading the process. (Applause) We had our School
Games, we came second, Mr. President. And, our young Under-19 Cricketers, they
also did well, they came second in the WICB Tournament.

Mr. President, we also had, at the PAN AM Games, our Athletes doing well, and,
of course, we had the record breaking Throw from Anderson Peters, our World
Championship, who is also the World Championship right now for Javelin. Mr.
President, | think this is somewhat understated, and maybe | need to reiterate this.
Grenada is the Champion of the World in Javelin. (Applause) We are the Champion of
the World, the Champion of the world. This is magnificent. This is magnificent; and we
also wanted to celebrate Kirani’s return also. We think that is significant, because it all
started with him. He is the one that actually opened the door for us. (Applause) It all
started with him, and so we want to thank him. We also want to recognise Lindon, who
is also doing well and a lot of other of our Athletes, who are doing well, Mr. President.

Our footballers; we played undefeated in the Nations’ League and qualified for
the 2021 Gold Cup. Mr. President, we want to recognise the Spice Boyz. (Applause)
Our OECS Swim Team, as well, they won their 5" consecutive Swim Championship. |
was fortunate and privileged to be there to witness that, Mr. President. There was a
heavy moment, when during the Medal Presentation there was this young female
Swimmer, she probably couldn’t be more than then ten (10), she was about ten (10),
and she was bathing in tears. She was bathing in tears, so her Mom asked her, “Why
are you crying?” She said, “I wanted to win a Medal, and | didn’t get to win a Medal.”
And, so that is the competitive spirit. She was so passionate that her other friends were
getting a Medal and she didn’'t swim the time to get the Medal, and so she was just
bathing in tears. | think it says a lot for us, as Grenadians and the passion that we
have.

And, Mr. President, you know we continue to work with the Grenada Amateur
Swimming Association, as we work towards acquiring a fifty (50) meter Pool, and, of
course, an Aquatic Centre, moving forward. We, as Government, has already allocated

the lands. They have the Deed for the land, they have a plan. We are working with
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them to... We have given Cabinet commitment to maintain the facility for up to fifteen
(15) years, and we are making a bid to have some funding through a PAN AM
Programme, so that we can raise about US$1.2 m, that is what the Pool is going to cost
us, Mr. President, so we are working towards that. (Applause)

Mr. President, when you listen to all this, only one thing that comes to mind; and
my Colleague, Senator Garraway, | believe, would agree with me, when | say that just
to take a word, | am not too sure if it's a correct word in the Dictionary, from a well-
known President, and Grenada we have been winning ‘bigly’, Mr. President.
(Applause) | don’t know if there is such a word, but there is no other way to describe it,

you know.

(Laughter)

(Inaudible comments by Mr. President)

(Laughter)

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Mr. President, of course not, that's why | said | am
not sure if it's a word in the Dictionary, but the excitement is something that we are most
concerned about. It is just the enthusiasm and the passion, Mr. President.

Mr. President, | just want to look quickly towards 2020, as regards to Sports. We
have a number of plans to upgrade some of our facilities. We have plans to do some
work in Progress Park. We have already signed off on them and, probably, before the
end of the year, work is going to start on the installation of cricket nets there. There is
going to be a concrete strip and a Tough Wicket; so, Progress Park, our cricketers they
are going to get their nets.

| also want to recognise the four (4) Parliamentary Reps in St. Andrew. They are
also integral in part of this project initiative and they too are in discussions to ensure that
these nets are ready for the cricketers in St. Andrew. Also, to recognize the St. Andrew

Cricket Council, they are back up and running after a couple years not playing cricket in
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St. Andrews. They are back up and running and they do have their Prize Giving
Ceremony on the 14", | believe. So, | want to congratulate the whole of St. Andrew for
bringing cricket back. It is something that has been there (applause) in the community
for years, and we must recognise them for that.

Mr. President, the Grand Anse Hard Court, we are going to renovate and
refurbish the Grand Anse Hard Court. We have a partner, who is on board with us from
the Corporate Sector, and it is not finalised, as yet. We are still working out the
Agreement, but we do have a partner, who is coming on board to give us some support
with the Grand Anse Hard Court refurbishment.

The Gouyave Hard Court, as well, we are going to do some work there, Mr.
President. River Salle, you know that there are some lights in River Salle. We are
going to retrofit those lightings, to make them better, so that the cricketers and
footballers can have more longer playing time, and they can have a better outlook and
they can go on to play games late in the night, because we are going to have better
lights there now, in River Salle, Mr. President.

These are some of the main things. Both Stadia, work has already started on the
Kirani James Athletic Stadium. Next year, we are going to do some major work on the
National Cricket Stadium, in terms of refurbishment. | know some concerns were
raised, in terms of maintenance for those facilities. We do have a Maintenance Plan,
but a Plan must transition into dollars, and | think the area where the National Stadium
Authority is a bit vulnerable, is having the requisite resources, being able to raise all the
resources to really put that Maintenance Plan into full effect, but we do have a
Maintenance Plan, Mr. President.

Mr. President, on this note, we really want to express our thanks and gratitude to
our Chinese Ambassador here, in Grenada, and also to the People’s Republic of China
for giving us that grant support, in terms of having those Stadia repaired and be in a
functional manner. We think that is quite excellent and we are happy about that.

Mr. President, we are working towards improving what we are doing, in terms of
Sports with the good things happening. And, so one of the initiatives that we have is a

Sports Medicine Conference coming up on the 9™ and 10" of January next year. This
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would be a Conference where our Physiotherapists, the Doctors, who work with
Athletics, our Coaches, they are going to be engaged with Sports Medicine Doctors
coming from the United States, six (6) Doctors and Trainers coming from the United
States, and we will sit for two (2) days. They would be exposed to new techniques, in
terms of dealing with concussions, how to identify injury, how to treat those injuries, to
ensure that our Athletes are better prepared for the field of play. Mr. President, we think
this is a very important Conference, and as so we have given some commitment to
have it as an annual activity where all our professional persons can meet and engage,
on a professional level, to ensure that they give their best to our Athletes.

One of the things, Mr. President, in terms of what this Conference is exposing
our professionals to, is that there are new technologies, and one of the Doctors was
saying to me that there’s an X-Ray Unit, the size of a phone that they could go directly
on the field with that and check an Athlete to see if something is wrong, with that
portable X-Ray. So, that is the direction in which we are going and we welcome those
developments, and we believe that this is a very important Conference that is going to
happen early January, Mr. President.

Mr. President, we have some more plans for our Athletes and Sporting persons
and it has to do with the SATs. Most of our Athletes who are vying to go to Colleges,
they will have to pass the SATs. What we have decided is that we, as a Ministry, we
are now going to provide tuition support for persons who are Sports Personnel and
desiring of sitting the SATs and who are going to a College. So, we are going to give
that support to prepare them, so that they can be able to access those scholarship
opportunities, not just from a physical, but also from an academic standpoint, Mr.
President. We are working with our stakeholders here, on the Mainland to have the
SAT Support Programme for 2020. We think this is a very, very good development for
our Athletes, Mr. President. As | said, this is for our Sporting persons, so it's not for
everybody, but we are giving special, special treatment to our Sporting men and
women.

Mr. President, we are also in discussions with various Colleges in the United

States. Sometime in January, again, | would make another trip to have some more
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discussions. We are trying to develop an MOU with one or two Colleges in the US, so
that we can have a structured arrangement where our Athletes can get scholarship
opportunities, direct, a pathway, an easy pathway, so that we can prep them here.
Once they meet the requisites, they can get an opportunity to go straight to a College in
the US, Mr. President.

Mr. President, | want to say this is on the backdrop of what we see have been
happening with our Clubs. The various Clubs and the various Athletes, they have been
doing it on their own, and | want to congratulate them for the efforts of what they have
been doing. But, we believe, as a Ministry, as a Government that we also have a
responsibility and we can help in that regard. And, so we are having those discussions
to ensure that we have this Agreement with one or two Colleges to ensure that we
provide that opportunity for our Athletes to get access to a Tertiary education, and, at
the same time, get access to Sports and training at a higher level, as well, Mr.
President. So, that is one of the things that we are doing.

In terms of Sporting Events for 2020, Mr. President, we have the WinLott Games.
It is going to take place here in Grenada, July/August. So, we have Carnival and Track
and Field taking place at the same time. Come, January also, Mr. President, we have
International Cricket here. The Ireland Cricket Team would be taking on West Indies,
with a One Day and a T-20, on the 12" and the 15", so persons please prepare and
come out and enjoy yourself and support West Indies Cricket.

Mr. President, we have Olympics later on in the year, as well, 2020 Olympics.
We have eight (8) Athletes already qualified for the Olympic Games and we are behind
our Athletes 110% to ensure that they attend. (Applause)

Mr. President, we would have made budgetary allocations to help support our
Athletes in preparation for the Tokyo Games, as well, Mr. President. | think that is
something we must take note of. There is something also, Mr. President, we would
have made a bid to host the CARIFTA Games. The 50" Anniversary is in 2021, and we
have made a bid to host the CARIFTA Games. The Games were first held in Barbados,
and so they are the first preference. However, unfortunately, they indicated that they

were unable to host the Games, and so | think both Grenada and Guyana have
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submitted bids to host the Games. So, we may well have that good news coming this
year, sometime in Easter, after the CARIFTA Games in Bermuda this year. So we will
know whether or not we get an opportunity to host the CARIFTA’s 50" Anniversary. |
think that will be excellent and fantastic, if we can do that, Mr. President.

Mr. President, we continue to provide support for our Coaches and also for the
various Clubs and the various Organizations. | mean, they know that the Ministry of
Sports, we go over and above to assist and to help in every way possible, especially
some of the Clubs and some of the Associations, who do not have the financial
resources and we do everything that we can. But, we are challenged, Mr. President.
One of the most challenging things for the Ministry of Sports and Culture, in particular, is
sustainable financing for Sports. Sports is very costly and we are doing everything that
we can. As the Minister for Finance say, we cannot give one Ministry all, so we have to
share with Health and we have to share with Agriculture. So, we are trying our best to
do with the little that we have, but we are very happy with the engagement that we are
receiving from our Associations. But, moving forward, we are going to have to work
with them to strengthen them some more, so that they can operate most, on their own,
being able to access certain finances on their own, so that our monies and their monies
we can stretch far, so that it can benefit everybody; so, Mr. President, these are some of
the things that we are working on.

Mr. President, | want to move quickly to Culture. Mr. President, | think | want to
start with Spicemas. Spicemas was fantastic, | think, probably that's the best word we
can use to describe it. | don’t want to say too much about Spicemas, because | don'’t
even want to get people into the Carnival spirit, quite yet, for Spicemas, because we
have Carriacou Carnival coming up in February. So | want to make way for Carriacou
first, then we could talk about Spicemas, thereafter, Mr. President. But, Spicemas 2019
was quite fantastic. We had a number of successes. Persons seem to enjoy
themselves. Grenada is a buzz, throughout the world, because of, mainly, one
important component. We had thousands of people on the road, enjoying themselves,
and we basically had little or no incidents. Mr. President, that is very instructive and we
must be commended, as a people, for containing ourselves, (applause) for going out
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and having good time with little or no violence. | think that is one of the things that stand
out and that is our major selling point. While it is fragile, it is volatile, but we are holding
onto it, Mr. President.

Mr. President, we recognise that there were some challenges, and we are
working to see how we can improve those. One of the biggest areas of challenge for us
is our Calypsonians. Mr. President, they have been hurting, to some point, and we
have started to do some work in helping them, in recognising them, as well, but there is
more to be done. We had a meeting with some of the Tent leaders and to get a sense,
as to what is really happening, to see how we can really assist them much better in
what they are doing, because Calypso is the basis for everything, Soca and otherwise,
and so we cannot leave that out, Mr. President. So, we will continue to work with them
and see how best we can have this sorted out, as we move forward.

Mr. President, we had our Artistes, who went to Trinidad. They have been
outstanding. They were fantastic. They, basically, was a precursor, the catalyst that led
into Spicemas, who made everything successful; and we did recognise them by way of
Cultural Ambassadors, and we had them sign on to some rules and responsibilities, Mr.
President. We are going to ensure that they stick to them, because it is for their benefit,
as well that they carry on in a manner that is fitting of our Cultural Ambassadors, and, of
course, as Grenadians, first and foremost. So, Mr. President, we want to thank them for
the contribution they would have made, in terms of exposing Grenada, lifting Grenada,
lifting our Nation, to every nook and cranny of the world, where they would have gone
and sing. Mr. President, we want to thank them for that and it's really, really good to
see what they have been doing for us, Mr. President; and not only those Ambassadors,
but also all our Artistes, who didn’t go that far, but their music would have gone out to
the wide, wide world, Mr. President.

And, this morning my colleague spoke of the Acoustic music. Probably, my
Colleague, Senator George, didn’t get the authority, but as a Carriacouan, | can speak
freely for Carriacou. | don’t think | have to get any clearance, and so Palm Tree Vibes,

both John and Jason James, they have been doing fantastic work, in terms of Music
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Production. (Applause) We really want to commend them for what they are doing for
Carriacou, as well.

Mr. President, our School Orchestra, they held their first Showcase. This is a
very important Programme that we have. A parent met me in the Supermarket and she
spoke so highly of this Programme and what it has done for her daughter, and she was
so interested in being in it, and moving from it, going on to other things. Sometimes,
those little Programmes, Mr. President, they seem like they are just there, but they are
making very significant impact.

Mr. President, | want to speak, quickly, about the Simon Cultural Centre. For a
number of years, we have been working towards restoring this important Facility. We
have been making some movements. We have been making some serious traction,
and there is significant monies in the Budget, for 2020, to commence some groundwork
on the Simon Cultural Centre. We already have a concept design and it was shared
with the Community in the Paradise/Simon area. They had an opportunity to come out
to see the design and to provide feedback, and they did provide some valuable things
that were missing from the Facility, and so we are doing some other engagements to
ensure that when you make those kinds of investments that you do it right, and | think
that is what is important, that is what is instructive.

| could recall, Mr. President, at some point-in-time, in this Honourable House,
indicating to give, maybe, persons in the Diaspora an opportunity to also view and to
make feedback. So, Mr. President, we are moving forward with the Simon Cultural
Centre. The perimeter fences is going on right now and we have the Concept Design,
so we are moving forward with drawings and to have those drawings approved and then
to commence the ground work. So, | think this is a big thing, this is something important
for Grenada. When persons do get an opportunity to see the design, this would be an
iconic structure for Grenada. Just as how this Parliament is an iconic structure for
Grenada, that structure will also be an iconic structure. That is one of the Themes of
the building to ensure that it is viewed and remembered in that way and is recognised in

that way, Mr. President.
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Mr. President, just moving on. There is something very, very important that we
recognise is a major weakness in the Cultural Sector, and it has to do with Intellectual
Property. Itis a very delicate area. It is an area where we recognise persons need a lot
of education and understanding. But, we believe that our Calypsonians, our Artistes are
missing out. They are losing money, and we have to do something to protect their work
and what they are doing; and so we need to focus on that, significantly, for 2020, come
up with a pathway for us to ensure that persons get royalties for their work, that is their
work and we have to find a way. If you have a Profession, you get pay for it and that is
their Profession. You are using their material without paying them for it, and | think that
is something that we need to fix. We definitely need to fix this. You have persons’
songs playing in Advertisement, the Radio Stations get pay, everybody gets paid for the
Advertisement and the song in the Advertisement that made the Advertisement what it
is, the person is not getting paid for it. So, we have to fix this. We definitely have to fix
this, Mr. President. So, this is something that we are very passionate about and we
want to ensure that we do that.

Mr. President, we are also looking at the Creative Industry. It's an area we
recognise that persons are not being able; and | come back to the issue of business-
like. We’re missing that component. We are not business-like enough, and we are
missing significant opportunities, Mr. President. So, what we have done, we are
working with CARICOM to do two (2) specific trainings, and one has to do with the
business of Music, so persons would get an opportunity to go through proper training,
so that they can start to look at the Music, take what they are doing, in terms of the
Music and package it, businesswise, and present it out there and monetise it and make
money.

The next one has to do with Song writing. | know that there has been a lot of talk
about the content and the quality of our content, and we believe that we can start by
helping persons, in terms of their skills in Song writing for the new persons coming on.
As we say, “An old tree is difficult to bend”. When it's younger, it is easier to bend, so
we are going to work with persons to help shape their minds in writing quality Music,

and so the product itself, the product of Culture and the product of Carnival can be one
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of a high standard, Mr. President. Mr. President, those are the remarks | want to make
this evening on Culture.

Quickly, just to speak on the National Museum, we have done some work on the
Museum, in terms of getting the Board up and running and functioning, and we are
moving forward. We are seeing good returns with what is taking place in the Museum.
We are going to do some more work. There are some challenges, in terms of the
electrical and stuff, and so, we are trying to move to have those remedied quickly, so,
as to minimise the risk. As you know, it is an aged building. It is an artefact, within its
own right, and so we are trying to see how we can protect it, as much as possible. One
of the things that we are very grateful for is that we have been getting the support from
the various Stakeholders, who are members on the Board and they themselves
understand what we are trying to do. While it may take some time, they understand
what we are doing and they are fully supportive of that, Mr. President.

Mr. President, | want to now take some time to speak a little bit on Agriculture,
Mr. President. Mr. President, | think it has been sounded on several occasions, this
morning and throughout the course of the day that Agriculture is receiving the larger
portion of the pie from the Budget, and there were concerns in terms of our ability to
implement those monies that we have set aside for the Budget.

Mr. President, as with everything else, and it goes back to understanding. One
of the challenges is that sometimes if you don’t understand how things operate, or how
things happen, it can give some sort of a negative connotation, and | think one of the
challenges that persons don’t understand, projects are dynamic, Projects is a dynamic
thing. Now, we can have a project, Mr. President, and the key or principal person, who
is sitting at a desk, driving that project, wake up in the morning and decides that they
get a better job, at another institution and they leave. You know what happens? That
project gets set back a whole year, and then you know what happens after that?
Government gets the blame. But, the Agency, where the funds are coming from, they
have changes.

The person who comes now wants to come from scratch. Now, we look bad, but

we cannot do anything about it. So, that is only one example of some of the things that
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actually happen with a project. Projects are dynamic and they are fluid. Things move
all the time, things happen and we just have to deal with it, as they come along, Mr.
President. But, the Ministry of Agriculture; and one of the things is that the Ministry of
Agriculture has a number of projects working with, a lot of projects, and so you may well
find that one or two may slow down while others may move quickly. It's all because of
the nature of projects.

Mr. President, but | think it is very important that we highlight that from 2018 to
2019, the Sector has grown. While we recognise, and my colleague Representative for
the Farming Community did highlight that growth, but there are challenges and we
recognise those challenges, and we will speak to them. We will speak to them, as we
move along.

Mr. President, there was a discussion relating to Succession Planning and the
Ministry is working on their Human Resource needs, not just for now but for the future.
And, Human Resource needs, not only just for the Ministry, but also looking at what is
out there, what is happening with our farmers. Are they ready? Are they ready in time
to receive the upgrades, the new technologies that are coming. So, Mr. President, the
Ministry, of course, and the Department of Public Administration is working out that
Human Resource needs for the Ministry.

We are also working, in terms of building capacity of the Farmers and that was
raised this morning on whether or not our farmers are academically inclined enough to
deal with some of, or even to access some of the opportunities that are before them.
Mr. President, we are working in that regard.

The Ministry would have trained over three hundred and fifty (350) Farmers this
year alone in new technologies and new strategies. So, Mr. President, we are doing it.
The question is, the turnover may not be happening fast enough. We may not be
seeing it on the ground, but we are doing the training, Mr. President.

Mr. President, there was discussion, also, on the Livestock Sector, and | think
some reference was made, specifically, to the Abattoir, as well. The Livestock Sector is
a very important Sector for Grenada and hence the reason why we have been making

that investment in the Sector, Mr. President. But, historically, and there was discussion
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about the importation of cattle into Grenada. Historically, Mainland Grenada has never
been a strong producer of rearing large animals, historically.

Mr. President, | can tell that, because | worked with the Ministry of Agriculture for
fifteen (15) years, as an Agriculture Instructor, that is one of my competencies, so | can
tell you. Historically, cattle used to come from Carriacou. Now, what would have
happened, a number of things would have been changing within Carriacou and a lot of it
had to do with persons coming back home, persons, who went away in the 50s and 60s,
they are now coming back home to build house; so those lands that were vacant, those
lands that were used for pasture they were no longer available; so, every year the
production of large animals continue to decline; as such now the Market from Carriacou,
getting beef from Carriacou would have just shrivelled out and die. Now, that posed a
problem for Mainland Grenada and hence the reason now we find ourselves now going
to our neighbour, St. Vincent to supply cattle, beef. But, historically, the rearing of large
animals has never been a practice on Mainland Grenada; and one of the challenges,
one of the main reasons for that, and if you look around, Grenada is very hilly, you need
pasture, you need acres of land to rear cattle, successfully, and mainly flat lands, flat
undulated lands. And, so while you find that Grenada, historically, has done a lot in
terms of Poultry production, not so much small ruminants, small ruminants is for milk,
not so much for meat, for milk and also pigs, a lot of pigs. So, that is where, historically,
the production has been; sometimes so, this whole issue of us importing cattle has a
history, as to why we are doing this.

But, Mr. President, sometimes, | don’t even understand, why the alarm. We are
importing one hundred (100) cattle, but we’re importing millions of pounds of chicken,

and nobody, nobody is raising alarm about it.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: It is outside of the Region.

(Laughter)
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Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: | agree with you, to some extent, but you
have goat meat, mutton, they are also being imported, in significant quantities. And, the
demand is going to increase, because our economy is expanding. We have more
hotels coming on stream, they are going to require more food, so we have a lot of work
to do, Mr. President. So, | say this, because | think, sometimes, we overshadow. But, |
would speak to the Poultry, going forward, in a little bit, Mr. President. But | just want to
say that the Abattoir in St. Andrew, we are going to receive a grant support of two
hundred and twenty thousand plus US dollars (US $220,000.00) to upgrade the
Abattoir, further, going forward with support from IICA, Mr. President. (Applause)

Mr. President, you see, if you don’t understand and sometimes if you don’t
understand, and | think a lot of persons don’t understand the vision. You must have
proper facility, if you want to remain relevant; and it's the same point that Senator
Campbell would have made that only one person could have been able to sell to the
hotel, and it's because of a few simple things. But, we underestimate those few simple
things and it's those few simple things that we are doing to upgrade the Facility that
would put us in a better position that, in turn, that we can process meat from that Facility
and sell it anywhere else, because it has to be HACCP Certified. So, while you have a
facility that, yes, it is a significant investment, the few little things, if you do not put them
in place, everything is going to fail; and so, hence the reason why we are getting this
grant support to ensure that we keep the facility to a standard, because equipment
change every year, standards change every year, so you may have a Broiler now and
an Inspector come and will fail that two (2) years after. And, so those are the things that
we have to deal with, Mr. President, and so we are working with our partners to improve
and to ensure that we have a clean, safe and healthy place where we slaughter and
process meat for our own consumption.

| have been to some countries where meat have been slaughtered. | don’t even
want to talk about it. | mean, we need to remind ourselves what used to happen before.
Slaughtering on the side of the road is not healthy. It is not healthy, so, we have to

understand. |think it is just an understanding, Mr. President.
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Mr. President, poultry; while we know that the importation of poultry is high, we
must commend our Poultry Producers in Grenada, because we have seen a reduction
in the importation of poultry, Mr. President, by about 2.5%. So, three hundred thousand
(300,000) less pounds of poultry meat have been imported for 2019. So, our local
producers have been able to augment that and we want to commend them for that.
(Applause) While it's a drop in the bucket, Mr. President, it is a step in the right
direction.

Mr. President, we are also going to see a reduction, going forward, because
there is a plan. There is a plan for increasing production. And, | could tell you, in
1999/2000, | walked into a Farm, in a particular country, and | walked into a Tunnel
Ventilation Pen, fully automated, and it had over one hundred and twenty (120) birds
inside there. When you look around, it had about five (5) of those on that compound, on
that Farm, and if there were ten (10) persons working there, it had a lot. Everything was
fully automated. The blind goes up, when the temperature changes, it blows a light mist
of water inside and moisture to keep the place cool. Mr. President, that is the direction
in which we will have to go, if we need to produce on a large scale; and that is the
challenge that we have, you know, being competitive. We can do a ten thousand
(10,000) birds, but if you are not able to manage the environment and the Farmer goes
one morning and he loses about two/three hundred (200/300), that's his profit right
there. So, if we do not have the facility to match the demand and the development that
we want to do in poultry, we are going to remain behind. We have to invest in those
things. We have to invest to do it on a large scale, so a lot of work is before us, Mr.
President.

Mr. President, we are going to continue working on expanding the Fruit and Tree
Crop production, going forward. Soursop, we see a production of twenty thousand
(20,000) soursop plants, for 2019, more than double for 2018, so we grew in that area,
and that is a lucrative market. | just hope that we could have grown faster, but as, you
know, trees takes their own time to grow, but we are working towards improving in that

area, Mr. President. We have exported a number of exotic fruits, as well, to the United
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States, which is one of our best markets, Mr. President, and so the Ministry of
Agriculture continues to move forward with that.

Mr. President, banana. We are in discussion with the Government of Israel and
we are going to receive some Tissue Culture Banana plants from them, and they are
going to be placed at the Maran Facility just to get acclimatised with our Climate before
distributing to Farmers. There is a strong stride by the Ministry to bring back the
Banana Industry. We have to try. It is a tough market, but we believe that there is an

opportunity there for us, because we can do it, Mr. President, we can do it.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: We can’t even supply the local market.

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: And, that is a challenge. Mr. President, the
problem is that we can’t even supply our local market and that is a challenge. We

may... (Time Bell Rings) We may have to import bananas just now.

Mr. President: You have fifteen (15) minutes more.

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Thank you very much, Mr. President. We may
have to import bananas just now, Mr. President, and we don’t want that, because if that
happens, it is blows for me, blows for me inside here, Mr. President, (laughter) blows
for us on ‘This Side’. So, we’re moving towards addressing that, Mr. President.

Mr. President, Praedial Larceny, we are continuing to move forward with that, it's
a big problem. It is one of the major areas that is eating out Farmers’ revenue and it's a
difficult thing. Mr. President, | would have gone through that, when | plant my produce
and | wake up in the morning and went to the garden, the garden said, look me here. |
mean, it is hurtful. It is not easy, and so we must continue to work with the Police. We
are going to establish a Praedial Larceny Hotline. It's going to be a short Code, 300, so
in the coming weeks that Hotline will come on stream, Mr. President. We are going to

do some more education on prioritising. This year, Mr. President, we are putting two
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hundred thousand dollars ($200,000.00) in the Budget to address this critical and
chronic problem.
The AGRICOM Project

My colleague would have spoken...

Mr. President: | think we need to recall Jerry Seales’ times.

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: | know. | met him, not too long ago. | think, when
we meet next time, | would have to, probably, take him up on that, give him an
opportunity to come back and to exercise some of those stringent measures within the
Law, whatever he believes is the Law. (Laughter)

Mr. President, | want to move on to the AGRICOM Project. | think we have
spoken about it. | think it is an important competitive project. We are trying to get our
Farmers to be more competitive, to do things better, to do things in a way that we can
penetrate markets in various areas.

Mr. President, | want to move on to recognise CaneCo, Mr. President. CaneCo
is doing wonderful things for us, Mr. President, in terms of Agriculture and, Mr.
President, sometimes | get very confused, | get confused. At one time, we are hearing
we are not doing enough for Agriculture, and then when Agriculture comes | heard a talk
that we have brought back Slavery. Mr. President, | am confused. | am really, really
confused. If you bring in machinery, they will say you’re taking away the work from the
small man by doing so. So, Mr. President, we've got to press on. We've got to press
on. We are trying. We've got to press on, and we want to thank the Investors, CaneCo,
for engaging over one hundred and twenty (120) workers on the Farm. (Applause)
The Distillery is almost up, they are going to be exporting that rum; because the next
minute they may say we’re making rum to drink more rum; so it's a whole other story.
But, just to say, Mr. President, those products are designed for export, because the type
of rum that they are making, you and | probably wouldn’'t be able to afford it, Mr.

President, so we want to thank them for it.
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A critical area that | must make mention of and it has to do with pests and
diseases, Mr. President. It’s a critical area, in terms of Agricultural development and if
it's not managed properly, we can wipe out the Sector; and so we are investing,
significantly, in that area. We are working with the USDA to come up with a Risk
Analysis to make sure that we are doing what we can to protect our Agriculture Sector,
as small and fragile as it is, because the Sector is very fragile. It is very fragile. One
storm or hurricane can really destroy everything overnight, and so we are trying our
best.

And, one of the things that happens, Mr. President, when you have hurricanes or
something like that, pests and diseases do come with it. We now realise they travel
over long distances and they do come with it. So, it's not necessarily somebody coming
through your Port of Entry that would bring in pests and diseases, but hurricanes and
storms do transfer pests and diseases, as well.

The Land Bank Project

Mr. President, they are working on that, working with FAO to develop Land Bank
Project, that's a critical Project; so, we would hear more about that in 2020, going
forward.

Mr. President, | want to move quickly to Tourism and Civil Aviation. | think it's
important that we give some measure of attention to what is taking place in that regard.
Mr. President, | want to start first, by speaking a little bit about Airlift, and in relation to
our economic expansion. Now, what is happening is, there is a direct correlation
between Hotels and Airlift, and so sometimes persons don’t understand that when you
start to expand and you get more rooms, more planes are going to come. And, | saw
this recently, with another regional Island, who had the facility of an Airport, but they
didn’t have the rooms and so planes couldn’t come. So, while you have everything, if
you do not have place to put people, then the Airlines won’t come. So, what we have
been successfully able to do is to expand on both ends. And, so we are happy to
announce through the Ministry of Tourism and Civil Aviation, increase in Airlift, starting
from December 21%, this month, the American Airlines would have a direct nonstop

flight from Charlotte, North Carolina. Now, that is a critical hub for persons, who fly a lot
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understand, that Charlotte, North Carolina is a very important hub for us, a very
important opening for Grenada, in terms of market and for Tourism development. It
would allow now for more tourists, more persons to come to Grenada, instead of having
to go to Miami and things like that, Mr. President; so this is very good news for us, very
good news. And, we want to commend the Minister for Tourism and the Grenada
Tourism Authority for the work that they are doing, in that regard.

Mr. President, JetBlue; JetBlue has just indicated, also, and we have agreed that
they are going to do two (2) flights per day, for this year January. It commenced from
the 1% of August to September 3. We have two (2) flights per day instead of one, but
going forward, Mr. President, their Mint Service, the First Class, that is a critical
component that has been missing with the JetBlue flights. There are persons, who
have money and when they fly, they don't like to fly in the back of the plane, like me, like
where | fly, Mr. President. They want to fly in front; so JetBlue does not have that, so
oftentimes they don’t come. There are some people who would not fly to a country, if
they cannot get a proper seat. So, we are happy that JetBlue understands and we are
working with them and they have agreed from December, this year, into January, they
will do a daily Mint and then from January to April they’re going to do a weekly Mint,
weekly First Class Service. Now, that is critical, because | understand they need to test
the market to see what the response is like. But, we believe that, that Mint would have
to stay. We have to make sure, because we need the persons who want to fly First
Class to come here, because they are coming to a first class country, Mr. President; you
know, so this is important.

LIAT has given us strong support during the Carnival period by increasing their
flights. Caribbean Airlines, likewise, would have done that, in terms of having a direct
flight from New York, as well for Carnival, and they have committed to that. BA and
Virgin, they have been doing also, very well, in terms of having more than 50% of the
load factor, so persons are actually coming to Grenada. Persons want to come to
Grenada. Mr. President, | am not sure if persons are fully aware, Grenada is one of the

most talked about countries in the world right now. (Applause)
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Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Positively.

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: And one of the reasons why persons may be
gunning for us, Mr. President, you know, when you’re at the top, when you’re at the top,
people want to take you down, that is what's happening. Just imagine, Mr. President,
in any scenario, if you are in a classroom, Mr. President, and the person who is coming
last, nobody’s not paying attention to the person coming last in class, nobody isn’t
paying attention to you. But, from the time you start to climb the ladder and you start to
make results, people start to get jittery. They start to get worried. (Applause) And,
what is happening, as | said earlier on, Mr. President, this is an extraordinary time, in an
extraordinary country, with extraordinary leadership, and with an extraordinary Leader.
(Applause) That is what is happening, Mr. President.

Mr. President, Room Stock; you know, we will see, despite we had a couple
hotels going off for either renovation or rebuilding. We lost the Rex, because they went
and refurbish, but they are coming back as Royalton and they would be one of the
largest hotels on Island. | think that would be fantastic. And, hence the reason why we
are very optimistic that more flights are going to come and more things are going to
happen for Grenada.

We anticipate, going forward in 2020, an extra two thousand (2,000) plus rooms
are going to be added to Grenada’s room stock. Mr. President, | think that is quite
excellent. When we look at the numbers in terms of visitor arrivals, the numbers don’t
lie, and | know that the Ministry of Tourism, they are modest in their estimation, because
there are some areas that are not captured, in terms of persons visiting Grenada, as
well, and so they are able to capture it, in a formal sense, with a number of informal
entries and even stay overs in Grenada, as well. So, the numbers we see increase in
every aspect, in cruise, in yachting, stay overs, Mr. President, we crushed all our
numbers from last year and we think that was impressive, Mr. President, that's an
impressive performance for Grenada, for the country of Grenada. We are basically, Mr.
President, pushing our country, pushing Grenadianism and that is what we must be

proud of.
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Mr. President, we received a number of accolades. It's a long list, and | know |
just have five (5) more minutes, Mr. President, but it's a long list of accolades that we
would have received. This country is being rated, as one of the best countries. We
have some of the top hotels. We have the Calabash Hotel being recognised. We have
the Spice Island Beach Resort. Mr. President, it's a long list. You look at all the top
magazines, Grenada is buzzing. That is why they’re coming for us.

But, | want to advise, Mr. President, as citizens, we need to continue to be
resilient. We need to continue to steer the course. We need to continue to be civil to
our persons, even those who are seemingly trying to destroy us. We are God-fearing
people. Mr. President, | am going to forgive them in advance. (Laughter) Before they
come to destroy, | am going to lay forgiveness on them, because that is how | was
raised. My Mom raised me in a way to forgive people and to help them, help them to
find their way, because sometimes they are lost, you know, they are lost, and that is
what we do, Mr. President, we help.

Mr. President, Community Based Tourism, there were some discussions that
came about and we are looking at our Tourism product. We are now commercialising
our Tourist Sites to monetise them. A friend of mine told me, he went to St. Thomas
and he saw people paying fifty US dollars (US$50) to see a donkey grin. | mean...
(Laughter) So, there are so many things that people would pay for, Mr. President. We

need to commercialise.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Or two (2) crabs fighting.

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Or two (2) crab fighting and all kinds of thing.
People pay money for all kinds of thing; so we need to look at everything that we have,
package it and to monetise it. All that is what would create economic stimulation for this
economy, Mr. President. These things are very important, and the Minister, they are
pushing to have it structured in such a way, properly managed and we are going to give
the necessary support, Mr. President, we have to. We have to do that for Grenada, as

we have continued to do. A number of works would have been done, in terms of the
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Lookouts over Grand Etang. A number of things would have already been done, Mr.
President, and work continues, Mr. President. But, we are going to focus on ensuring
that persons continue to benefit while we promote Grenada.

| want to commend the Ministry of Tourism. Almost every country that | travelled,
there is a representative there, that one can go to, who is looking out for Grenada,
looking after Grenada. | think that is something very important, in almost every country |
attend. You could ask, who is the Tourism representative? They can point you to
somebody, whether the person is a Grenadian, or whether the person is from that
country. But, Grenada has a representative on the ground, everywhere, and so | think
that is helpful.

So, Mr. President, with the two (2) minutes that | have, | just want to express my
thanks and gratitude to my staff at the Ministry of Youth, Sports, Culture and the Arts.
Mr. President, my staff, we work, and sometimes the work that they do is not seen,
especially the Drivers. Sometimes they drive all night, moving people backward and
forward in the wee hours of the night. These things go unseen, Mr. President. | want to
really recognise the work that they are doing. | believe, probably, | am, maybe, the
most fortunate Minister in Government. | believe | have the best staff in the Ministry.
They take care of me, Mr. President, and | do my best to take care of them. | try my

best, as well and so that is important.

(Inaudible comment by a Member)

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Well, they haven’t asked for that, yet.

(Laughter)

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Mr. President, | also want to say thanks to my
family, to my wife for putting up with me. Sometimes, | take work home, and so she

allows me to do whatever | have to, and so | want to thank her with everything that we

have going, and, of course, my Mom, Mr. President. | want to ask one thing before |
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leave this Honourable House, through you, to the Leader of Government’s Business,
please, don’t let me come back here Christmas week. | have to go and spend a few
days with my Mom, in Carriacou; so let us not find a reason to come back here the

week of Christmas, | am asking, unless it is absolutely necessary.

(A Member said: “A National Emergency”)

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: A National Emergency. But, it's important that | go
and sit with my Mom, eat some lovely fruit cake, some buns, some tart and drink some
sorrel and get my blessings and come back down to Grenada to spend Christmas with
my family.

So, Mr. President, | want to thank you. | want to thank my colleague Minister
Lewis for her support, over the past year, and we would continue to move the Ministry
forward; and to my colleagues for not beating me up for those, who have to speak after

me in any way. | am asking, pleading beforehand.

Mr. President, | want to thank you and the Parliament, for everything.

(Time Bell Rings)

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: So, that was perfect timing. | want to say thank
you to this Honourable House and to the few Members who are, here, listening this
evening. | see my good friend there, smiling at me. Thank you very much, Mr.

President. (Applause)

Mr. President: Thank you, Senator the Honourable Norland Cox. Just let me do
an outline of what we can anticipate, by way of time management, going forward. |
want to bring today’s session, | want to adjourn somewhere around the 6:00 o’clock
hour. | think that will give us two (2) more contributors, and then we will commence
tomorrow morning at 8:30.
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| think, Senator Stiell, before the day’s Session, will gave a brief explanation of
why we started at 8:30. But, that is how the time management will go, and when we do
that, tomorrow, we should be able to get in another six (6), and we wind up on
Wednesday by midday. We should be finished by passing the Bills. | think that should
wind it up. Okay, Senators. So, we go on ‘This Side’. Senator the Honourable Ron
Redhead, you have the floor. You have an hour, plus the automatic fifteen (15)

minutes.

Sen. the Hon. Ron Redhead: Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. President, | rise to
share my contribution on the Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for the period 2020
presented by the Minister for Finance, on Wednesday 20" November, 2019.

Now, Mr. President, let me just, before | begin, join with everyone else on two (2)
housekeeping matters. | think it was very important to; and | call it housekeeping in the
sense that what happened today in the House. It was very important to see the young
people at the debate. Let me join with everybody, who expressed that idea and
initiative and so on, the goodness of it. | think it is important to have them involved in
national discussion.

Secondly, Mr. President, to the Leader of Government’s Business, today is his
birthday. | want to wish him happy birthday (applause) and despite we don’t always
agree on all of the points, or maybe agree on any of the points, but, at least, we have
good, robust debates, and he is a man that seems to have some character and he can
take and give, and that is the sort of thing that is important, Mr. President, at the end of

the day to develop the country. | just wanted to make that point.
Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: And, you all have on the same suit.
(Laughter)

Sen. the Hon. Ron Redhead: And, we have on the same suit. Great minds

think alike, man. But, Mr. President, despite all of that, you know, after joy is sorrow.
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And, | want to just share my comments and my Political Organizations’ comments on
Budget 2020, as presented.

Now, this Budget, Mr. President, really and truly, requires basic common sense
to understand the true intent and purpose of the powers that be. Let me tell you why |
say that. After we analyse the Budget, Mr. President, and we looked at the numbers,
we came to a couple conclusions.

We believe, Mr. President, that the Budget is lacking in explanations on the
impact that the numbers would have on the country or the economy. We believe, the
Budget, Mr. President, at the end of the day, it is said, but it's not really solving or not
really going to solve some of our concerns. We know of them. | don’t need to mention
them right away, but | will, a bit later on. And, thirdly, Mr. President, we believe, at the
end of the day, just like the vast majority of Grenadians, this Budget, although it says so
in the Theme, in context, if you put it, is not really positioning anything in the country
towards this long term agenda that the Government is speaking about.

And, | want to start off with some general observations, Mr. President. Now, the
Minister points out that Grenada’s Fiscal Performance continues to be strong. We hear
that, but before we look at what he announced, to say why we are growing, how we are
growing etcetera, we had to ask this question. One, the revenue; now, we investigated
the Budget, as a whole and tried to determine how does the Government make its
money in the economic activity that it is referring to, consistently.

When we analysed, Mr. President, the Theme, the four (4) main aspects of the
Theme, ‘Empowering our Communities, Growing the Economy, Protecting our
Environment, and Strengthening our Institutions’, only one gives us that indication
and that is the question of growing the economy. Now, in that whole long list that | just
read there and you have under that section ‘Growing the Economy’, from 7.1% to 7.8%
in the Budget Speech, for example, none of the headers outlined how they are going to
grow the economy, but the main topic just said, ‘Growing the Economy.’ So, to us, Mr.
President, how are we to base that, based on what you’re say, how are we to judge that

rather, based on what you are saying, that you are going to actually grow the economy.
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Where is the confidence? So, let's move on. Correct me, if | am wrong, if you know
you’re saying that, but we can'’t see it.

Now, already we know that the Government has been underperforming in Grant
collections. It was mentioned. The Minister said, Mr. President, that they would receive
($183.7 m) in total grants for the period 2019. In fact, Mr. President, and the Leader of
Government’s Business due it to our attention, that we look at the fiscal performance for
January 2019 to June 2019, so, let us look at it. In Grant collections for January 2019 to
June 2019, Government collected only $31.2 m, 16% of the total amount of Grants that
they said that they would have collected.

But, let's move forward. The Minister for Finance, Mr. President, is saying now,
for the period July 1% to December 31%, we are going to collect $66.9 m to take total
Grants to $98.1 m. Again, in the first half, 16% performance in Grants. The question
we have to ask, in the second half, what is going to drive this? Or rather, you identify
that you have a problem with your implementation rate. What is going to guarantee that
you achieve that? Are you just putting this number just to make the thing look possible?
Because that is not making sense.

But, let us assume, Mr. President, that they achieve the $66.9 m for the second
half, so that brings us to $98.1 m. Outside of all of the monies that they said that they
will get, that is only 53%, in terms of what they projected to receive by Grants for the
period 2019, only 53%. This is a time when they are saying that we are performing well.
So, we are asking the question, Mr. President, and the Government has all right. They
could help us understand this. How come you are underperforming there? But, on top
of all of that, Mr. President, they now go on to say for 2020, we’re going to collect over
two hundred million dollars ($200 m) in Grants. Now, if you couldn’t achieve $183.7 m,
how could you achieve two hundred, or over two hundred million? This is not making
sense. Tell us, you didn’t outline that...

And again, the Member, for example, with responsibility for Sports, he is correct.
| don’t see the need to attack him. | think, Mr. President, he is well meaning and
through you, | think he does generally well. | don'’t really see the need to take on what
he says, you know, | must give him that. But, | take issue, Mr. President, with the tone.
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In other words, Government is making excuses why we have low implementation rates,
but they are not outlining their objectives. They are not saying to the Nation, well, we
identify we have low implementations rates, we identify that things are not going well,
we know the challenges, it's always easier to make political speeches than it is to do the
work, we accept that. But, Mr. President, they are not saying and outlining their plan.
That’s what they need to say, so don'’t give us the excuses, give us your plan. How are
you going to address this shortfall in the implementation rate that you are concerned
about?

Mr. President, the second general observation. Let us move to the question of
Capital Projects. Now, when we analyse Capital Projects, it is to grow the economy and
create jobs, generally, or the ‘Capital Side’ of any Budget, that’s its purpose, really, to
create economic growth and to have job creation, that sort of thing. It outlines that,
when you spend on the ‘Capital Side’.

Now, if Mr. President, you are saying now to the Nation... the Minister says this
in the Budget Speech, “Government is estimated to spend 196.4 m in 2019 on Capital
Projects.” Now, again, in comparison, or in relation to the first half of the year, because
that is how you’re going to paint the picture how the year will end, you have to compare
the first half. Government, Mr. President, spent only $23.7 m. Again, 12% of what it
said it would have spent for the entire 2019 period, at the first half it only spent 12% of
what it say it will spend in Capital Projects.

They then go on to say, Mr. President, in total, by the end of 2019, December
31%, they are going to spend a total of $100.5 m. Again, that will suggest that you're
going to spend $76.8 m in the second half. Let us deal with the numbers, because the
Member just said that the numbers don’t lie. So, | agree with him, but let’s deal with the
numbers. Capital expenditure is only 51% in total. If you have to take it that we will
finish the year, $100.5 m in Capital Projects spent.

You are down 49%, yet for all, let us base it and say, we agree with that. Let’s
say that what they are claiming, the unemployment rate is 15%, and | want to make
mention, Mr. President, about that because | heard it repeated this morning, and you

know every time | hear that story | always have a good laugh. The unemployment rate
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was never at 40%. Mr. President, that is a lie from the pit of hell and they must accept
that. Show, us the evidence; every time they repeat it. Where did they get that figure

from? The last response | heard from the Member with responsibility...

Mr. President: Senator Redhead, let us keep the debate at a certain level. To
accuse an individual of a lie is one thing, to accuse an individual of a misstatement or
untruth is a difference; a lie and an untruth are not quite the same thing. So, let us keep
the debate at a certain level and let us not, well, | don’t want to say, don'’t go there, but if
you’re making an accusation of a lie, then the standard of proof would be another thing,
because a lie is an intentional distortion of the truth. If it is untrue, it just means that, it's
a mis-fact. It doesn’t necessary mean a lie, so let us just watch the language of the
debate.

Sen. the Hon. Ron Redhead: Mr. President, | agree, and we must tell the truth.
That'’s just the point about it. So, can we produce the evidence to the House? We keep
repeating it at the level of the Senate and even at the ‘Other House’, Mr. President, that
the unemployed rate in 2013 was 40%. There is no evidence of that. The last one was
about 33.5% or 33.2% and that was conducted in 2013. That’s the last Labour Force
Survey that we did before, certainly, the NDC demitted office. | mean | was not in
Government, Mr. President, so | can’t talk about what exactly in terms of the actual
amount, but I know the published figures suggest 33.2%. And, Mr. President, they keep
repeating that, so we have to clear that up. But, despite all of that...

(Inaudible comments were made)

(Laughter)

Sen. the Hon. Ron Redhead: Don’t disturb me, don’t disturb me. Despite all of

that, Mr. President, the question we have to ask is okay, you are claiming 15%

unemployment. You are saying to the nation that the unemployment is decreasing, but
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the point we want to make, this is not correlating with the drop, Mr. President, we see in
Capital Expenditure and that’s the point we want to make. So, the Government need to
answer that part. They are always getting tisick, when you raise questions and
concerns about the numbers, but they need to answer that, Mr. President, and be
honest about it.

Now, moving along. The third and final observation before | go into some
projects, Mr. President, is the question of the growth rate. Now, you say be civilised,
Mr. President, | will, so | will give a better analogy, I'll put it this way. When | was
growing up | used to listen a lot of the old folk tale about Brer Anansi. But, one thing
about Brer Anansi, Mr. President, as nicely sounding as it was and adventurous, one
sure thing, it was never true, it sounded good, but it was never true. So, | want to
compare this, because, Mr. President, it is mentioned in the Budget that the
OECS/ECCU’s average growth rate, is at 4% for the period 2019. But, Grenada’s
projected growth rate, not the final one, the projected one, is at 3.2%. Take that and
compare it to the statement that we are the fastest growing economy, that we’re doing
so well, 4% compared to 3.2%, just do the simple Math. It's a variance, Mr. President,
of about 0.8%, do the simple math. But, let's accept this question, Mr. President,
because this is what the Government is using to say that we are performing so well, or
let’'s look at two (2) areas, the question of the over performance, the surplus and the
guestion of the debt to the GDP Ratio.

So, I will look at the first one, first, and the second, second. So, let me check it,
over performance, now, every now and again, the Ministry of Finance, or whoever is
responsible, Mr. President, for making the pronouncements, they are coming outside
the cycle of the fiscal period and announce increases in passport fees, here and there,
fees generally, here and there and so on, just before they read a Budget. This has
been happening, at least on three (3) occasions. Every time they do that, on their
monthly books, they are under performing in revenue collections generally, or they are
performing low, on their monthly books it's showing that. But, by the time the Budget
has to be read, the Government comes out and announces that, oh, we have over

performed and we have a surplus. But, this is how they are getting it. Mr. President,
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that’s deception. You tell me to keep it civilised, | agree, but that's deception. We must
see the truth and speak it.

Let’s look, Mr. President, at the question of the debt to GDP Ratio. Government
is boasting of at least a five-year performance, in terms of consistently reducing that. In
2014, we changed the base here of the GDP calculation, | don’t have the exact year
that they are using now, but they used to use a different year, to be able to get to that
Debt to GDP Ratio. But, the Debt to GDP Ratio, Mr. President, is the Public Debt
divided by the GDP. Because they changed the base here, they are now able to get a
better picture, or the GDP is represented in a better manner. They, in fact, Mr.
President, and we recognise that have reduced the debt. So, if it is the Public Debt over
the GDP, of course, the ratio is going to be limited, it's going to go down; and, in fact, it
might even look exacerbated, but it's because that you changed the base here. But, the
question about that is this, you say, we're growing and we’re developing, the question is
this, if you are ten (10) years ahead of the 60% requirement of the OECS or CARICOM,
what have you, or the ECCB requirement, if you are ten (10) years ahead, what is this
rush to continue to race to reduce the debt to GDP Ratio. You just come, right, because
you never had that type of practice before, right, you had to legislate your own fiscal
performance, because you were reckless in the past, and we must be honest about
that. Now, your recklessness brought the Fiscal Responsibility Management Act. So,
don’t come and try to say that during NDC we had low performance. We heard it
repeated again, and you couldn’t pay this, you're selling that and so on, don’t come and
try to say that. You had to implement or legislate that, because you were reckless. You
had to get the assistance of the International Community. So, that is what is going on
here with the Debt to GDP Ratio. And, Mr. President, | will only ask them to prove
otherwise, that’s all. Don’t try to respond to me, prove otherwise.

But, moving along. | want to turn, Mr. President, | want to take my attention to a
couple things because it's in line with the Theme of the Budget, or the Theme, the
thematic areas, and | want to talk about several projects. Now, the M-Power
Programme; again, from the Minister for Youth what we are hearing is excuses, not a

plan, but excuses, why we do this, why we do that, why we do that; that Programme is
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cut 38%, from 2019’s Budget to the 2020 Budget, when we analyse the numbers. The
guestion we have to ask is, if is performing good, why not expand it?

Mr. President, | visited the Prisons, and | want to say this, because they say we
don’t give suggestions or recommendations, but, that again, that is not really true. |
visited the Prisons. | engaged prisoners there. If this Programme, Mr. President, is
tailored for young men, let me say, that is an area that if we start, in a good way, and we
work to, in a sense, correct... yes, the Member, Mr. President, Senator Roberts spoke
about the Flower Planting Programme and so on, that's ambitious, but it's good, but
things along that line. In other words, Mr. President, take the M-Power Programme,
merge it with the Prisons, merge it with other areas and make something more solid and
substantial, because the issue, Mr. President, of Child Sexual abuse must be looked at
in two ways, | believe. When, our young men commit these crimes and they go to our
Prisons for rehabilitation, part in the problem is, after they serve their time, they are
coming out, Mr. President, generally back in the same conditions, which gave rise to
them committing the crime. If we are serious about solving problems and we say we
have a programme called the M-Power Programme for young men in society, take
these programmes and generate, Mr. President, community involvement in them, and
take it, Mr. President, and in way and add to our community development.

Mr. President, and | want to make this point, while we are racing over here to
reduce the debt to GDP Ratio, you know what is happening to our social fabric in the
country. Now, Grenada, Mr. President, is doing well in certain areas. But, Mr.
President, socially, there are more and more ills rising in the country. What is the plan
to address them? It’s not just coming out to say, well, we are in growing Tourism, well,
we’re reducing the Debt to GDP Ratio, we're having a surplus. What you’re using if for?
What is the plan? That's the type of thinking, Mr. President, that we need to have. So,
don’t come and just announce an M-Power Programme and say, well, we’re giving
some young men some cameras and so on, anybody could do that, anybody could do
that. But, when you have the opportunity to make policies that will impact people’s

lives, in the long term, you must think deeper than that. You have to.
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Mr. President, on the issue of Youth in Agriculture, and | almost fell off my chair
laughing at this, when | saw this. You are saying and agreeing that we have a serious
problem in the country, in terms of getting young people involved in Agriculture. You
announced this programme. | don’t know if this is the inaugural programme, or if it was
around before. | needed to find out. | didn’t get the time to. But, | just want to say this,
you announced this programme and you only allocated only three hundred thousand
dollars ($300,000.00) in this Programme. Let us do some Math, Mr. President, allow us
to do so. Now, let us assume that the stipend or the wage or whatever for the day, Mr.
President, is fifty dollars ($50.00), you say you’re involving one hundred (100) young
people, and let’'s say, maybe, fifty (50) of them is female, the other fifty (50) is male.
You're paying them fifty dollars ($50.00) a day. Now, if you multiply that fifty dollars
($50.00) a day by the hundred, you’re getting five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) per day.

Then, let us assume, Mr. President, we operate on the two hundred and fifty
(250) work day programme, to which they would be involved in training, etcetera, let us
assume we use that model. So, you multiply now five thousand (5,000) by two-fifty
(250), that is, one million two hundred and fifty thousand dollars ($1,250,000.00). The
question is, Mr. President, if wages alone, if you were to assume that you are paying
them by fifty dollars ($50) a day, it's that amount. What about the overheads for the
programme? You have to buy pigs, you have to buy chicken, you have to buy feed,
things have to go into the programme. If you'’re serious about that, put something more.
This is not making sense, this can never make sense. And, when they mention it, Mr.
President, it’s just superficial. So, to make a pronouncement, yes, we go do this and so
on, but again, Mr. President, this is not credible, show a plan, that’s what | am saying.

The New IMANI Programme. Now, Mr. President, this Programme is the
Government’s Flagship Programme, but | want to correct the Minister for Youth, Mr.
President, certainly through you. We have never and | can speak for myself and my
other colleague in this dispensation, we have never, in no way, attempted to criticise
any young person in that programme. That's a lie. And, Mr. President, one of the
reasons why, some of our friends, some of our family members, our cousins, they are

involved in the programme too. They are involved in the Programme, so we know what
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IS going on, so when we criticise, we are not criticising, Mr. President, the petty partisan
politics, these are issues that are affecting them. So, let me tell you this, again, what we
heard from the Minister for Youth was excuses. Nobody judges you based on how
good you could give an excuse, put a plan forward, that’s the point | am trying to make.

Mr. President, we have an issue of high youth unemployment. It was mentioned
by the Minister in the Budget Speech, the Minister for Finance. He said that and we
agreed, we know about it. But, Mr. President, the problem is structural unemployment,
and let me tell you why | define it like that. Based on the structure of the economies and
Sectors in our country, when the young people have to interact with it, these are the
things that are happening. Let me explain to you. Every year about two thousand
(2000) plus young people are leaving schools. They now are coming out and some of
them could afford to attain higher education, that’s if they come from Secondary school,
so they will go to University. Those who can’t afford they will be going to look for work.
If, Mr. President, after eight (8) years because the Government has not audited the
IMANI Programme, so they are making wild statements, but we can’t confirm if what
they are saying is true or not. They have not audited the programme. If after eight (8)
years the only number you can talk about is two hundred (200) young people being
permanently employed, my question and concern is this. Now, they could correct me if |
am wrong, but my question and concern is this, what is the real purpose of the IMANI
Programme? Is it solving a problem? None, of them can answer that. And, Mr.
President, part in the issue is because they don’t have a plan as to why they have this
programme. Again, let me say this, we do not criticise the young people in the
programme. Let them hear that loud and clear. We don’t, that's false. What we
criticise, Mr. President, is the intention of the Government for the Programme. In other
words, take this, for example, you’re seeing now a 20% reduction, from 2019’s Budget
in 2020. Well, okay, you say the programme is doing well. You're saying now that one
of the reasons is because young people find permanent employment. So, they come off
the list and the Private Sector would pay half in the wage. Again, | don’t know what is
the amount. | don’t know how to quantify that. That’s just being said. We didn’t see it
outlined in the Budget either.
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But, let us take it, Mr. President, at face value. Let us say, that’s true. If this is
so, the question we must ask ourselves, if young people are leaving the programme and
finding permanent jobs... so in a sense, you're saying exit strategy. How, Mr.
President, are they managing the need on the other hand, of the young people who
need jobs? So, two hundred (200) found permanent jobs, one thousand (1000) or two
thousand (2000) looking for jobs. What's the plan to incorporate them or, Mr. President,
what’s the plan to separate the young people, who are doing business in Agriculture?
What's the plan to separate people who are looking for Entrepreneurship and looking to
start their own business? What is the plan, Mr. President, of our young people
interested in ICT? The Programme doesn’t address that, but every time we criticise,
you have a problem with it. | don’t know.

Mr. President, moving along, because this one, | don’t know if it brought tears to
my eyes, or | just had a problem with what | saw. Now again, the Farm Labour Support
Programme, the Minister said the Programme has challenges. In a nutshell, he said,
Mr. President, that people are exploiting the produce, or something like that, something
to that extent. Well, okay, if Government is identifying that as a problem, my question
and concern is this, in your Budget you are only allocating, out of a Budget of about one
point something billion dollars, you are only allocating, one million dollars ($1 m), and
mind you that is coming on the heels after they say, this programme has a direct
correlation, in a sense, to the question of Food Security. We have, Mr. President, the
issue of the high import bill. Now, again, if Government is serious about Agriculture,
they would understand the importance of the programme.

| could recall, Mr. President, in 2013, a prominent businessman, a Hotelier, in
fact, he is now deceased, may God rest his soul, he was making the point on a
Programme, GBN, | think, to be exact, that the Farm Labour Support Programme, is in a
sense a hand-out or is something that the Government shouldn’t be having to do for the
farmer, the farmer has to get up, he has to do his own work, that kind of thing, that was
his general notion. But, at the same time, during that same year, Government was
being asked to give subsidies to business places. The question | have to ask is this, if

you have to compare the two (2) important areas, yes, you have to give subsidies, yes,
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Mr. President, the question of the food security needs to be answered. Which one
would you choose to allocate the most for?

But, Mr. President, let's go further, let me say this, so we’re talking Farm Labour
Support, but let's go into the question with the Feeder Roads, one hundred million
dollars ($100 m) in feeder roads. That is what the Government saying in this Budget,
one hundred million dollars ($100 m). You promised that last year, and by the way you
said you said you would have taken a loan to do that, this year we’re seeing that it
coming from Government coffers. So, the little surplus that we have, we’re saying we
will spend the money in the Feeder Road.

You're boasting that you give Agriculture the largest share of the pie. Last year
you promised that, four hundred (400) jobs, | don’t know if one came through. This year
you’re promising four hundred fifty (450) jobs with the Feeder Roads Project, compare
that if it will take about a fifty million ($50 m), Mr. President, and put with that one and
you get fifty-one million ($51 m). If you had increased that Farm Labour Support
Programme, in a serious way, think of the benefits it could attract, because you say it
could help us fix our problem of Food Security. Again, the question is, don’t get vex
when | criticise the Budget, tell yourself that it is because you do not have a plan. This
is not making sense. If you're saying, Mr. President, that you want to fix the problem of
Food Security, one million dollars ($1 m) is a meagre amount. And, then how did you
arrive at this conclusion that the programme is not serving its purpose, well, not serving
its purpose, but it has its challenges and you keep mentioning that. So, you could
identify challenges for some, your recommendation is that you wouldn’t spend much
money on it and so on.

But, moving along, let’s look at the issue of Burial Assistance. Now, the Minister
was not very clear on that. Are you going to end Burial Assistance, or you're going to
continue it? Because the Minister is saying, Mr. President, that one of the challenges
with that programme is that people taking the money and use it for other things. Now, |
find that was very insulting, because, Mr. President, as far as | know with that Burial
Assistance Programme, people and poor families who cannot afford to bury their loved

ones in dignity, do not get or receive the money in hand. It either goes, Mr. President,
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direct to the Burial Home, or there is a more proper manner to get that money. In other
words, you can’t go to the Burial Home and try to get the family’s body and so on and so
on. That’s the point, you wouldn’t even leave the funeral home. So, the question is, Mr.
President, this talk about the Burial Assistance Programme, we see this as that you're
just saying that you’re looking to end the programme. This is not clear. That doesn’t
make any sense, knowing, Mr. President, the structure of the programme. So, | mean
you know Government should do better than that, Mr. President, when it comes to this
particular programme.

Mr. President, | want to move back to the economy. | spoke a little on Feeder
Roads and so on, so | am not going to touch on it again. But, under growing the
economy, the Government has the pronouncements, Grenada Water Supply Expansion
System and Sewerage Improvement Project. Now, alright, Mr. President, if this project
comes through we will be extremely happy and pleased for it, because we had serious
challenges, as consumers with water in 2019. But, you know what | have a problem
with, while they are announcing all of that and talking about the need; Mr. President, just

give me one minute please.

(The Member drank some water)

And, | need some water, Mr. President, how ironic, sorry, about that. So, Mr.
President, the question is, under growing the economy, the question is, if you are
coming now to make pronouncements of another Grant Programme, in 2018 the same
Minister for Finance, Mr. President, announced about the $125.2 m grant funding to
improve water systems throughout the country. In fact, so his words were similar to the
effect to say that, listen, everywhere getting touched, that is money, everywhere getting
touched. That is a lot of money. That’'s what he said, everywhere getting touched. He
say he was the Chairman of the Small Island Developing States Board or something like
that and then we got the money, Mr. President, from the Green Climate Fund, to the
tune of $117.2 m, and he got eight million ($8 m) from the German Government. | am

asking this question, if you didn’t implement such a project that you said you had money
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for, 2018 passed, the whole of 2019 passed and we had all these challenges, what sort
of guarantee do we have that this upcoming project, the one that you're announcing, the
Grenada Water Supply Expansion System and Sewerage Improvement Project, what
guarantee do we have that it will come through?

But, let me say this also, Mr. President, because we are hinging on a debate and
| know one of the members of the Board is here, about the increase in NAWASA rates.
Alright. 1 just want to say, Mr. President, from a consumer standpoint, if the increases
are going to improve the quality of water we support that, right, make that very clear.
But, if, Mr. President, the increases are generally cosmetic and it’s not going to address
the problems that we face, we are going to reject that. Because, Mr. President, we
have to be clear and honest, part of my problem with how NAWASA is doing business,
is the fact that these monies are being announced. | know, Mr. President, providing
water as a service is difficult, but these monies are being announced and they are not,
Mr. President, being utilised. Again, Government keeps denitrifying that it has a
weakness, it has a weakness, it has a weakness with implementation, but when are you
going to fix it. We need, Mr. President, these projects to come through, if they are real.

So, my only question and concern is, if we are going forward, and by the way |
just want to say on a personal note, NAWASA should have developed a three area long
term plan. In the short term, NAWASA should have sought to fix some of the
underlining issues that it has, Mr. President, and people complain of generally. Water
went in town over the weekend, water went in Vendome over the weekend, that kind of
thing; and sometimes they wait so long. If rain falls, we can’t get water; if sun shining,
we can’t get water. So, this a problem, Mr. President, that have been around for
decades. What | am saying, if you're announcing an increase, you must put it in line
with a short, medium and long term. This $125.2 m that was announced, we get from
the Green Climate Fund, $117.2 m, and you get from the German Government eight
million ($8 m), that, Mr. President, should have been incorporated in some way, so
maybe they could have reduced on the level of the increase of the rate. So, they must
think about that, because to ask people, Mr. President, to pay more in this economic

time. We hear that we're doing well, but | find every now and again everything have to
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go up. If we are doing so well, how come none of the measures cannot be decreased?
These are the questions we have to ask, now, water is coming up.

Mr. President, this very Government was very critical to GRENLEC a number of
years ago, when they talked about the rates of their increases. | am not saying that
NAWASA'’s rates are not justified, but | am saying, if your principle is you want low utility
rates for everybody, it must be across the board. And, don’t do the increases in a way,
as if you don’t care what nobody say, you big and you bad and you’re in charge. You
should have come to the people in a way. | am not saying, Mr. President, not to have
the increases, but do it through participation, community level, that sort of thing. They
have fourteen (14) plus one (1), in the Lower House, Mr. President, that’s all | am going
to say. So, you have the area to begin that kind of dialogue and conservation. You are
the Government. Engage the people, because Mr. President, a lot of people are going
to tell you they already have difficulties with paying bills, old pipe all over the place. |
am not saying, it's NAWASA, some cases, it's in their homes and it's leaking and to go
and ask them to pay increases, Mr. President, is going to kill them, financially; so we
must be concerned about that.

Mr. President, the other area | want to touch on very briefly is the question of
Universal Health Coverage. And, again, like | said in the last Budget Debate, we
support Universal Health Coverage. Mr. President, this is a Human Right issue, make
no bones about that. But, you cannot say to the nation that what we need is National
Health Insurance, and the Hospital, the number one source of providing the service that
you’re going to ask people to pay for is in this state. That does not make any sense.
So, | just want to be clear on that.

The Government identified four (4) areas, Mr. President, as what they term
challenges, and by the way we accept their argument that they’re now agreeing that the
situation is dire. We need to address this urgently, but we must do it, Mr. President, in
a holistic manner, so we accept that. But, on the issue of shortages of Doctors and
Nurses, | want to comment on that a little, because this is directly related to providing
the service that you’re going to ask people to pay for. Now, Grenada is the only
country, based on what | was able to find that does not have a Nursing School under its
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ambits, under its ambits (I want to be clear about that), where it is provided by the State;
Grenada is the only one.

In the past, Mr. President, we had a Nursing Programme where we would train
nurses and they would automatically go through the General Hospital, go through the
system, automatically. So, in a sense this whole notion that nurses are leaving, well, we
can’'t stop them and so on, greener pastures and so on. If you're really honest,
Government in a way created that, because Mr. President, based on my conversations
with people, and if you think I am making this up, go to Nurse Strachan. Go to Nurse
Strachan, that’s all | am going to say. Don’t attack me, go to Nurse Strachan, because
she is the one who is making and raising these concerns, and | am only raising it on her
behalf here, Mr. President, because | think it's directly correlated.

You cannot talk about implementing Universal Health Coverage and the General
Hospital is in this condition. And, to add insult to injury you are the one directly creating
the first area of your concern, shortages of Doctors and Nurses, you are the one directly
creating an issue with that, because you dismantled the Nursing School. It's now down
at the SGU, Mr. President. Mr. President, | am not going to say anything on it, because
| don’t want to rub anybody the wrong way. But, | will only put it this way. Some
members of the programme complained that after they received their Bachelors, they
are home and their only other option is to go out to the UK and go out to other areas
that is looking for them.

Some members complained that they have to spend their personal resources.
Now, that is different from the past, to get things, to go and do things and so on. It's
now becoming more and more difficult, Mr. President, to become a Nurse in Grenada.
The point | am making, if you're serious about providing Universal Health Coverage,
what you need to do, is to identify, Mr. President, the weakness, which they did, but also
put forward your plan and programme of action. You cannot talk Universal Health
Coverage and the Hospital is in that state, and | mix no bones about that, because, Mr.
President, whether it's true or not. | saw this picture, and it's only the Government that
could confirm. The General Hospital cannot be in that state, and | am not even talking

about the patients lying down, wood ants are on the board frames, and you are coming
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and tell the Nation, in a Budget, what you plan to do about Universal Health Coverage,
and you’re not addressing the issue of the General Hospital. This cannot be right.

So, Mr. President, what we would like to see from the Government is a plan. We
in the National Democratic Congress, Mr. President, we’ve started this initiative in the
past and we will be inclined to work with the Government at whatever level they require,
to ensure, Mr. President, that this thing on a national level is discussed and everybody
is involved in the implementation. So, don’t come with it, as cheap political games,
because we wouldn’t entertain that, but come with it, if you're serious about addressing
the four (4) key areas of the challenges of the Health Sector that you identified in this

Budget. Mr. President, what's my time looking like please? | am just trying to find out.

(The Acting Clerk conversed with the President in private)

Mr. President: Sixteen (16) more minutes on regular time and fifteen (15)

minutes, so you have thirty-one (31) minutes altogether, do the Math.

Sen. the Hon. Ron Redhead: Thank you, | will, thanks. The numbers don't lie.
Yes. So, Mr. President, that’s the point on the Universal Health Coverage. Now, again,
| heard it mentioned here today, Mr. President, about some of the programmes, the
SEED Programme, for example, Mr. President. We see a reduction in the overall
allocation for the SEED Programme. Now, we are not, Mr. President, trying to raise
petty concerns with this particular programme, because let me just make it clear, the
issue of poverty is a real issue in the country, and we must be frank about it. And, if |
am to quote, Mr. President, maybe | will take the first line of the first paragraph on page
15 in the Sustainable Development Plan 2035, if | am to quote that. It speaks about
poverty and vulnerability in the country. It says: “Notwithstanding social
improvements...,” please, Mr. President, permit me to read: “Notwithstanding social
improvements over the ten (10) years, Grenada continues to be challenged to

reduce poverty. According, to the most recent Country Poverty Assessment
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completed in 2008, 37% of the population were living below the poverty line, up
from 32.1% in 1998, with an estimated 2.4% being considered indigent.”

In other words, Mr. Speaker, that's people, they bad. “A high incidence of
youth poverty was also reported in the assessment, and some of the drivers of
the Poverty Cycle in 2008 Assessment were low incomes and job opportunities,
limited safety nets and inadequate social and economic infrastructure in rural
communities.” | want to make this point, Mr. President, because | heard it in the
Debate for the Budget in the Lower House. One Member, in particular, | don’t have any
issues with him too, you know, but | have to take him up on it, because that is a serious
statement to make. One Member, in particular spoke of the situation of providing
charity.

Now, one of the themes in the Budget talks about, Mr. President, strengthening
institutions. The Ministry of Social Development is an institution, in my view, to helping
to reduce the whole question of poverty in the country. If we have to take that
statement at face value, this is what it really means. It means, Mr. President, that the
issue of poverty is getting so high, that in an event where Government is still spending
massive amounts of monies in Social Programmes, people are still coming to them. In
fact, the conversation was to the extent that in 2013, he started giving this man gas
money or something like that, and in 2019, he is still giving him gas money.

Mr. President, Social Programmes, in my view, must be in a way to buffer, one,
but also to uplift. So, | am making the point to say, Mr. President, if we have these data
and statistics, at a time like now where poverty we know based on just looking at it,
observation, | am not saying it's fact, but observation, is actually increasing, more and
more people are making demands. If, at a time like now, it’s increasing, why would you
reduce the allocation in the Needy Assistance Programme, for example. We have
some questions and concerns about that.

But, again, Mr. President, it ties into the Government lack of long term planning,
because in the Theme they mentioned about this National Sustainable Development
Plan 2020 to 2035. That's good, a fifteen (15) year plan. But, in that conversation, Mr.
President, they have not put forward anything. They say that they are linking it to this
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long term plan, but they have not put forward anything. So, again, Mr. President, we
ask that question, what is the Government’s plan on poverty reduction? Again, we
lament the fact that what we need is a Poverty Assessment Survey to determine the
levels of poverty, in which Constituencies, and so that when you apply the necessary
programmes, the institutions and frameworks that you are going to be using for that is,
Mr. President, in a sense, meeting an objective. That’s what we want to see.

Mr. President, some comments under institutions, Mr. President, strengthening
our institutions, under the Theme of the Budget. We want to just make some mention of
public corruption. But, | am going to only say this, and | am not getting involved in no Al
Jazeera Report. | think they have enough. They will give their response to that
whenever the times comes, | am not entertaining that for now. But, let me say this, Mr.
President. In relation to the amount of scandals that we have heard about, Government
has been responding to say that it is launching investigations in them. The question |
have, when will you complete or conclude your investigations? Mr. President, public
corruption is robbing the wealth from people. The very programme that you're
decreasing, the Needy Assistance, the monies that are going out, because of public
corruption, it could have been used.

Look at the question of the cell phone bill, and, by the way, the Government is
supposed to provide, at least, not to the House, but in the course of the investigation, a
departmental report on the investigation. In other words, it said that it identified
leakages in the system. Somebody was getting the opportunity for their phone bills to
be paid by the State and not working for the State. You need to report, Mr. President,
on what progress did you make. So, the public now must have the confidence. If in
your Theme you say, you're going to strengthen institutions, the FIU, the Integrity
Commission, all the other list, they should, Mr. President, have the question of
independence to speak on these matters, but the Government must take the leading
role, because it said this is the Theme for the Budget, and allow them, Mr. President, to
provide that information to the public, because you said it’s about confidence.

| want to go back to the economy, Mr. President, while we’re on this particular

matter. We heard from the Member that people are investing, they’re putting a pillar,
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they’re doing things and so, before me, certainly through you. We heard from the
Member with responsibility for Youth. That might be true, one or two people doing a
couple things here and there, but in the Budget, Mr. President, the banking liquidity
ratios, or the liquidity issues around the Banks, Mr. President, it really show that case.
In fact, the Government identified that to be a problem. And, when you have a situation,
Mr. President, of high savings, low investment in loans, that could never be good for the
bank. But, it also does not say that people have confidence in the economy. It says,
Mr. President, that people are saving more than they are spending. What they are
saving for? | don’'t know. What is deterring them? Economist argue that increase in
taxes, among other fees in a certain way is deterring them. You have the whole
guestion of the interest rate on investment and that type of conversations. That’s where
the Economists say. But, Mr. President, if you take it at face value, the general
performance of the economy is not that all well and that’s the point we want to make.

Mr. President, again, on the issue of this so called economic growth and
development that we are experiencing, Mr. President, you cannot be having growth and
your country, the people, the social fabric are not developing.

Let's go back to the issue, Mr. President, on the question of the Debt to GDP
Ratio. Government argues that a low Debt to GDP Ratio means that they’re going in
the right direction. Going in the right direction of what? That's what | am going to ask.
In other words, Mr. President, are you only lowering this, because you plan to take a big
loan and you have this Master Plan. Is it that we found Oil and Gas? What are you
lowering the Debt to GDP Ratio for? Because when we take that in comparison of
Japan, Singapore, Singapore, is a model country, Mr. President, look at its Debt to GDP
Ratio. You're saying that you took it from 108% down to under 60%, that is the
narrative. Singapore’s Debt to GDP ratio is 108%, or thereabout, but look at the level of
development that they are experiencing. There is no correlation, Mr. President; in other
words, if you are saying you’re doing well, because you have a low Debt to GDP Ratio,
that is not true. There is no direct correlation. It's not a must. But, the question is, why
we have to go there, Mr. President, is because we used to bad spend in the past.

That’'s why we have to go there. That's why we have to go there. So, we must be clear
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about that when we talk to the public about the issues, Mr. President, and talking that
this is a Budget that is forward looking and we’re doing so well and so on. We must be
clear and honest about that and put that into perspective.

Mr. President, | want to talk about an area that was mentioned by the Minister,
and we’re going to move, Mr. President, to the area of oil and gas. Now, the Minister
points out that the average economic growth rate in the independent CARICOM
countries is projected to increase from 2.7% to 8.8% in 2020, largely driven, Mr.
President, by the oil find in Guyana. Now, let’'s put that in perspective. Guyana is
actually expected to grow 86.7%. It will be the fastest growing country in the world, the
fastest growing economy in the world with this oil find. We, Mr. President, compare
that, to our oil find, or our pronouncement of the oil find. If we are saying that we are
doing so well, Government announced this in 2018. In fact, we heard the bogus
response from the Leader of Government’s Business, Mr. President, through you, in
terms of some contract. We don’t know what is going on with that. If Government is
saying that, and by the way | want to make reference to what one of the Members was
saying. He said, when you're doing well, if you’re coming last, nobody is not studying
you, but when you’re doing well and you'’re climbing the ladder, that is when people
going to attack you. The same rule could apply, you know. If you were doing so well,
the same investors in Guyana they should have been running towards Grenada. They
should have been running towards Grenada, because we found oil and we had this plan
to develop the Oil Sector and so on, but that's not happening. Why do you think that’s
not happening?

Now, Mr. President, | reached out to GPG. Now, one of the funniest things that |
have ever seen is that response. That response that | got from GPG is telling, because,
Mr. President, two (2) things must concern us, either we have nothing to get in this oil
deal, or we did not find any oil. The Government must come clean with that. They must
be very honest about that. In the coming months, Mr. President, certainly things can
change, and | may not be here, but | will guarantee you, | will be dealing with this issue

very heavy, because we have some very serious revelations.
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And, | want to make the point that, okay, we hear the Government, Mr. President,
with its expression that we found oil and gas, but to this day, (you announced that), to
this day you can’t come to the nation and say, well, look, nation this is my plan for oil
and gas, this is how | intend to develop the Sector, we are engaged and involved with
these two people and this is how we will do the thing going forward.

Mr. President, take into consideration all the problems we had. The Minister with
responsibility for Youth say that we wouldn’t fix poverty, we wouldn’t fix unemployment
and so on, no Government could fix that, that's what he say. But, if we found oil, you
don’t think it could help, Mr. President, to develop those things and eradicate or reduce
those problems? You don’t think we need it; you don'’t think we need it?

And, Mr. President, this comparison with Trinidad, the question is the
management of the Sector, that is the question. Don’t compare us with Trinidad and
their crime rate, it is management of the Sector, because at the end of the day, it comes
down to your plan, which you are not putting forward. That’'s what it is. So, don’t
compare with Trinidad. Don’t go there. Don’t go there.

The point is, Mr. President, we must put forward a plan in the Oil and Gas
Sector, and | am calling on the Government, the Minister for Finance, in particular, Mr.
President. | want to use this opportunity; we did not see that mentioned in the Budget
about Grenada’s oil and gas, and we are concerned, because they said an Agreement
exists and we are seeing in the Trinidad Press, that we have some deal between GPG
and the National Gas Company in Trinidad. Mr. President, the Government needs to be
Clear.

In other countries, Mr. President, that level of secrecy is not allowed, and that is
the difference between the Guyana oil find and Grenada’s oil find, one secret, the other
one transparent. So, Guyana is earning millions in revenues, just on the bidding
process alone. Mr. President, we could have do with that money. Government needs
to reduce the tax, we could have do with that money. You’re announcing this thing
before Election, now Election come, you're in the driver seat and you can’t say nothing

about it, and we must just accept that. We must just say, well, everything’s okay with
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that. We can'’t accept that, Mr. President. We must be honest, we can’t accept that.
So, that is the issue, Mr. President, you need to say something on that.

And, Mr. President, | don’t intend to go over the hour, because | don'’t believe in a
set of long talk. | like to act more. And, Mr. President, | just want to say, that this may,
in fact be one of my last presentations. As you know, you are aware of the situation in
the Lower House and | am under no illusion about that, politics is a numbers game, and
it has its players, Mr. President, behind the scenes, in front, as well, and it has its
people, so anything can play.

But, the point | want to make is, Mr. President, | want to respond through you to
the Leader of Government’s Business in the last Sitting. | want to end on this point. He
said to me and my colleague that you see what happened to your past Leaders. You
see what happened to Naz and them, and everything is a Nazim, you see what
happened to them. So, what you need to do is find your voice in this place and so on. |
want to tell him, | don’t need to find my voice, what | want to do is to lend my voice to
injustice. That’s what | want to do. Whatever | see, Mr. President, as something to
support, if it is in this document | will support it. But, whatever, Mr. President, we see as
something to condemn and criticise, we will do so and do so to the hills.

Mr. President, let me just say this, | mix no bones, with no one, when it comes, in
particular, to public life, Mr. President, we mustn’t play with that. You know why? This
is an opportunity you get, Mr. President, to serve people, you are not there for yourself.
You are getting an opportunity to serve people and what you do, how you do, that can
impact, it can tell whether or not the young men on the street under the same M-Power
Programme could eat, it can impact, so you must be very careful with public life. So,

Mr. President, we are going to speak and speak loud and clear wherever we are.

(Time Bell Rings)

Sen. the Hon. Ron Redhead: Thank you. And, on a more lighter note, let me
just say to all the Members, Merry Christmas, in advance. | hope that each of you get

your wishes, Senator Judd, Mr. President, through you. | know that he is looking
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forward to a gift. | know what the gift is, so | hope that he is successful in that. And, Mr.
President, generally, | want to wish the House all the best. It's a difficult task. As | said,
political speeches and contributions, these things are generally easy to do, but it's very
hard to manage. Grenada has challenges, Mr. President, and we must try to begin to

solve them, once and for all. Thank you, Mr. President. (Applause)

Mr. President: Thank you, Senator Redhead. Senator the Honourable Judd
Cadet.
Sen. the Hon. Judd Cadet: Thank you, Mr. President.

Mr. President: You will be the last speaker for the evening.

(Inaudible comments by Mr. President)

Mr. President: Just to inform that Senator Andre Lewis is to attend a Trade
Union meeting, and he has so advised the Chair, so he may be taking his leave at any

moment. Thank you.

Sen. the Hon. Judd Cadet: Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. President, | rise, in
this Honourable House, to give my contribution to the Estimates of Revenue and
Expenditure for the year 2020.

Mr. President, before | delve into the Debate, | reminisce on the Scripture which
says, “In everything, give thanks.” And, so, Mr. President, permit me some time to
express gratitude to the people that were involved in the planning, preparation and
presentation of this year's Budget. (Applause)

First, | wish to express sincere gratitude to the Prime Minister and his Team for
the visionary approach towards Development. Mr. President, leadership is important.
Leadership is important to every country's development. Leadership can build or break
a country. A simple example, Mr. President, is to look at Grenada between the period
of 2008 to 2013 and look at Grenada, post 2013. (Applause)
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Mr. President, the stark difference, the stark difference and | hope my
Honourable friend is listening, the stark difference is leadership. Therefore, Mr.
President, when we see good leadership, we must protect it and we must commend the
Prime Minister and his Team for excellent and exemplary leadership. (Applause)

| also wish to extend my profound appreciation to the Team at the Ministry of
Finance. Mr. President, looking at this comprehensive document, clearly, you can see
that a lot of work has gone into it. This would no way be possible without their direct
involvement and so, | say, kudos to the Team at the Ministry of Finance.

Mr. President, as you know, there were several sectoral consultation, which were
led by the Ministry of Finance, and so, | which to thank the people that have ensured
that their voice, their ideas were recorded, especially the young people of this great Tri-
Island State. | want to thank everyone of them for showing up at the consultation and
contributing, as well.

Mr. President, this is very important, to involve people from all Sectors, so that
they can share their reviews on the way forward, because at the end of the day, at the
end of the day, Mr. President, whatever is in this document, the people will have to drive
this. So, it is important to engage them.

Speaking from a youth prospective, sometimes all we want is for our leaders to
listen to us. That’s it, Mr. President, just for an listening ear. And, Mr. President, | feel
honoured to be a part of a team that has given young people the voice, given people the
opportunity and the platform to direct this country on an upward path.

Finally, Mr. President, | wish to thank all the people, who have supported and
continue to support my development, like my parents, my community, Senators in this
Honourable House, on ‘Both Sides’, including you, Mr. President and the Clerk. |
couldn’t have asked for a better support structure in this Senate; and | also want to
thank the people that are the reason that | am standing here, Mr. President, the young
people of this Country.

Special note to my Political Youth Organization, the New National Party (NNP)
Youth Arm, these Organizations that have birth me into the political arena. | want to

thank every one of my members. | have no doubt, Mr. President, absolutely no doubt
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that you would see many more of them, walking through this Chamber in the near
future.

Mr. President, let us look at our progress in 2019. Mr. President, 2019 is
recorded, again, as a great year for this Country. We are on track to witness a 3.2%
economic growth and that is a conservative projection.

Mr. President, it is important to note that last year we projected a 3.9% growth in
2018, and, Mr. President, we have surpassed that. We have achieved a 4.1%
economic growth in 2018. (Applause)

| heard my brother talked about a decrease in projection, Mr. President. But, my
brother, I think, sometimes, you get a little bit carried away with your presentation. But,
sometimes, what it requires is for you to just sit at your desk and do a simple Google
search and, Mr. President, the information is there and you can find it.

Mr. President, despite what the IMF would have said, as it relates to the
economic slowdown in 2017, Mr. President, we still managed the economic growth in
2018 and 2019, the seventh consecutive year of economic growth. Mr. President, this
growth was fuelled in the Service Sector, particularly Private Education, Tourism,
Wholesale and Retail Trade, Manufacturing and Agriculture.

Mr. President, when we spoke about last year, about building a resilient
economy, that is what we meant. We meant, Mr. President, despite of what is
happening, globally, trade tensions, despite these external factors, we were still able to
drive this economy forward, despite that. This is what we meant when we spoke about
building a resilient economy, ensuring, Mr. President, our economy can withstand the
negative influence that may happen in the international market.

Mr. President, | want to look at the areas that would have contributed to our
economic growth, Private Education. Mr. President, Private Education continues to be
a major contributor to our economic development, contributing 18.9% to our Gross
Domestic Product (GDP). Despite the 6.5% decline in 2018, a 4.5% growth is expected
in 2019. This will only continue to grow, Mr. President, as the University continue to do

more marketing and we are seeing more students enrolling at the University. The influx
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of students at the St. George’s University (SGU) has spill over effects in other Sectors
such as the Real Estate, Wholesale and Retail and the Transportation Sector.

Mr. President, in having a conversation with one of the Real Estate Developers,
who has built an Apartment Complex, | think he has about sixty (60) rooms, Mr.
President, he has a waiting list of over one hundred (100) students. This shows, Mr.
President, that there is need for more Apartment Complexes in the True Blue area.

Mr. President, Tourism; Tourism continues to be a major pillar in our economic
development. In 2019, there was a 3.8% for the first half of 2019. The factors that
influence this year’s growth included the West Indies T20, Grenada Invitational, the
Long Walk to Freedom Concert, Mr. President, and the Grenada Music Festival.

Mr. President, what is interesting about this, is that we speak about the Creative
Industry and we speak about Sports and we are seeing that here, Mr. President, that
Sports and Culture have contributed to that economic growth in the Tourism Sector. |
expect to see an increase, Mr. President, because that was the first half, because we
understood that Carnival was a great success, and so, Mr. President, we understand
that we had record-breaking tourists arrivals. | want to commend all the Stakeholders
involved, especially the Ministry of Tourism, Grenada Tourism Authority for the efforts in
marketing Grenada, which has also contributed to the increase.

Mr. President, Wholesale and Retail Trade and Transport; similarly to other
Sectors mentioned, this Sector continues to be a pillar in our economic development. In
2019, a 5% growth is projected for the Wholesale and Retail Sector and 7.8% for the
Transportation Sector. Mr. President, if anyone has doubt about our unemployment
rate, this Sector reported that two (2) factors contributed to their success, increase in
economic activities and increase in employment. So, clearly, Mr. President, as long as
this Government is in Office, this Sector would not experience a decline any time soon.

Manufacturing

Mr. President, manufacturing continues to do well. In 2018, the Sector grew by
9.4%, the highest growth rate the Sector has ever witnessed over a decade. The
Sector is expected to achieve a 7.4% growth, with Beverage, Green Mill and Products,

Prepared Animal Feed, Chemical and Paint, being the main contributor to the Sector.
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Agriculture

Mr. President, | want to look at which has also contributed to the economic
growth. Despite the challenges faced by this Sector in 2019, Mr. President, such as
pests, diseases and extreme weather, this Sector is expected to experience a 1.3%
growth.

Mr. President, there were some key crops that experienced growth. Nutmeg and
Mace, after experiencing a 26.9% and 45.2% decline in production, they experienced an
increase in production in 2019, 21.5% for Nutmeg, 58.3% for Mace. This increase in
production is fuelled by favourable weather conditions, as well as the effort of the
Nutmeg Board, which secured a stable market for Mace.

Hence, Mr. President, | believe we should give credit where credit is due, so |
commend the Nutmeg Board for their effort and similarly with Cocoa, Mr. President.
(Applause) Similarly, with Cocoa, an increase in production was experienced, from
2.4% in 2018, to 11.8% in 2019. So, although there was a 1.3%...

Sergeant-at-Arms: Mr. Deputy President.

Sen. the Hon. Judd Cadet: Mr. Deputy President, so although there was a
1.3% growth, our key crops performed extremely well.

Mr. Deputy President, these Sectors have been the engine of our economy.
These Sectors would only to experience growth with our leadership moving forward to
2020, and beyond. (Applause) The Mid-term Fiscal Framework projected that
Grenada will experience a 3.8% growth over the period of 2020 to 2022.

Mr. Deputy President, | now want to turn my focus to unemployment. Mr. Deputy
President, the economic growth is directly linked with employment. This relationship

explains the drop in our unemployment from 40%, 40%, Mr. Deputy President.

(Inaudible comments by some Members)
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Sen. the Hon. Judd Cadet: Well, it is over 40%. Thanks for correction, over
40%, Mr. President, in 2013, to 15.2% in 2019. (Applause) Mr. Deputy President, you
are talking about, at least, a 24.8% decrease in just seven (7) years. Mr. Deputy
President, that is unheard of. That is unheard of, Mr. Deputy President. What this
means, Mr. Deputy President, more youth are finding opportunities, feeling the sense of
empowerment. Some are building homes, taking loans and some are saving for
University.

Mr. Deputy President, as a young man, | can tell you, it is always a great feeling
to know that you have money in your pocket and you can take care of yourself. Seven
(7) years ago, Mr. Deputy President, this was not possible. This was not possible, Mr.
Deputy President. What we had was hopelessness and stress. (Applause) That is
what we had, and the Honourable Member wants to talk about a plan, Mr. Deputy
President? They did not have any plan. They did not have one dime.

Mr. Deputy President, Public Debt. This area is of great significance to young
people. The Public Debt can tell you a story about your future. If you have a rise in
Public Debt to GDP, this means lower income, fewer economic opportunities for
Grenadians. It means less flexibility to respond to crisis. It threatens your safety nets
and the most vulnerable in our Society.

Mr. Deputy President, the Public Debt can tell you a gloom or doom story,
whether your future will bloom, or whether it will doom. Today, Mr. President, our Public
Debt is telling me that my future, that the young people’s future of this country will
bloom. (Applause) From 108%, Mr. President, 108% to 55.8%, in 2019. And, Mr.
Deputy President, | hear somebody ask, why decrease the Public Debt? Why decrease
it, Mr. Deputy President? Mr. Deputy President, when you hear such things, Mr. Deputy
President, you clearly understand why we were in the situation we were in, between
2008 to 2013. That explains it, and they are asking us about a plan? Clearly, they did
not have a plan. So, after seven (7) years, we are now saving in accumulation, one
hundred and one million dollars ($101 m) from debt repayment. Mr. Deputy President, |

cannot think of any time in history where we have saved so much from debt repayment.
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What this means, Mr. Deputy President, instead of paying a debt, because we now
have a decrease, this money can now be channelled to Education, Youth and Health.

Mr. President, when | mentioned about leadership, when | said earlier that
leadership can build and break our Country or any country, this is what | meant. Seven
(7) years ago, due to lack of vision by the leadership, the Debt to GDP became
unsustainable. No-one seemed to have a plan. No-one seemed to have a plan. Mr.
Deputy President, what was the plan? Instead of fixing the problem, they put their
hands up in the air and say, economic crisis, and then, start blaming our team for the
reason. Fast forward, today, Mr. Deputy President, the Public Debt is expected to be
cut by over 40%. Mr. Deputy President, this is what you call about having a plan.
Leadership is just not by fancy words and imitating an individual. That is not leadership.
Leadership is about getting down to do the work and we have done the work. Mr.
Deputy President, let them who have ears, Mr. Deputy President, let them hear the
good things and let them who have eyes, let them see the good things that the Lord has
done and | hope one day you will.

So, Mr. Deputy President, as mentioned, 2019 was an excellent year for this
Country. So, since 2019 was so good, all eyes are now on 2020. Mr. Deputy
President, like all the Budget Presentations presented in this Honourable House, from
2013 to now, this Budget, the 2020 Budget can be deemed as another excellent
Budget.

Mr. Deputy President, this Budget builds on the foundation that has been set in
previous years, one that will continue to propel this Country forward. This Budget
clearly outlines a vision, one that is centred around economic and social development.
The Budget fostered hope, that prosperity for every Grenadian citizen will continue to
flow. The Budget shares the concept of a Grenadian dream, that everyone can prosper,
regardless of your social or economic status.

Mr. Deputy President, this one is very touching to me, because after the Budget
Presentation, after the Minister for Finance would have given his Budget Presentation,
several young people have reached out to me. They shared their thoughts on what they

considered a Budget for young people for me and, Mr. Deputy President, permit me to
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share these three (3) examples to this Honourable House. One of them said to me, Mr.
Deputy President, and | might just have to summarise their thoughts. He said, ‘I feel
hopeful. This Budget is a Budget that cares about my future.” Another one said: “An
excellent Budget. Thank you, Doc for caring for the young people of Grenada.” And,
the final one said: “This Budget speaks directly to me, so much for young people. This
Government truly cares for the Nation’s Youth.”

Mr. Deputy President, these are three (3) views that | wish to share with the
Honourable House, but there were a lot more. What this tells you, Mr. Deputy
President, that young people understand the remarkable work that our Government is
doing. We know that the Government cares, hence, it is safe to say again, that this
Budget is centred around youth, one that solely focuses on providing opportunities for
our youth and preparing them for the future. Mr. Deputy President, in the history of this
Country, this Government has done more for young people than any other Government
in this Country. (Applause) It is not about being long, my brother, it's about having a
plan.

So, Mr. Deputy President, | consider the Theme chosen for 2020, very important,
a Theme that will guide Grenada with the National Development Plan for the next fifteen
(15) years. And, the Theme says ‘Towards Vision 2035, Empowering our
Communities, Growing our Economy, Protecting our Environment, Strengthening
our Institution’. This Theme highlights the Government working to achieve the vision
set for Grenada, by 2035. According to the National Sustainable Development Plan,
Vision 2035, encapsulates the future we aim for and that is, Grenada, a resilient and
prosperous Nation with a conscious and caring citizenry, promoting human dignity and
realising its full potential, through sustainable economic, social and environmental
progress for all. This Vision puts people at the centre of the Country’s sustainable
development and so, Mr. President, after accessing this Budget team, it shows that the
Government is laying the solid foundation to achieve this Vision.

Empowering our Community; this means empowering every Grenadians to see
themselves, as being capable to achieve greatness. Protecting the Environment; the

need to protect and preserve Grenada’s natural environment. Growing our Economy;
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this Government continues to show its commitment towards the development of
Grenada, the need to make our economy more competitive, productive and dynamic to
expand opportunities for employment and entrepreneurship.  Strengthening our
Institutions; Mr. Deputy President, the plan advised that one weakness of implementing
this plan is the institutional weakness, and so, it is important that we strengthen our
institutions to achieve Vision 2035.

Mr. Deputy President, | now turn to Youth Development from the 2020 Budget.
Mr. Deputy President, the Government continue to empower our youth, through its skills
training and education. It is no secret that an investment in our youth is an investment
in our future.

In 2007, the World Bank did a Study on Skills Challenge in the OECS. The
Report highlighted the mismatch between skills acquired in schools and the critical skills
needed by the Labour Market demand. Mr. Deputy President, this was 2007, and
today, several OECS Countries are still having the same problem. Lucky for us in
Grenada, since we resumed in office in 2013, Youth Training has been the focus.
Hence in the 2020 Budget, the IMANI and the M-Power would continue to work on
training more young people for the job market.

Mr. Deputy President, | hear so much about the IMANI Programme, and that we
do not have a plan for the IMANI Programme. Mr. Deputy President, | can’t believe that
this is being said by young persons, who understands the value of training. Mr. Deputy
President, | hear the stories every single day. Every single day, | hear those stories,
and, Mr. Deputy President, the young people are so grateful for what we are doing for
them. We are lifting them up from their current situation, for those, who probably had a
very difficult life and lived in such social conditions, Mr. President, that you cannot
believe.

| can share a story with you, Mr. President, of a young man, a good friend of
mine, who would have started the IMANI Programme. Mr. Deputy President, he started
off as a Training Assistant, at the St. Andrew’s Anglican Secondary School (SAASS)
and through the IMANI Programme, he got a scholarship to go to Russia to study

Agriculture. Mr. Deputy President, he has his Bachelor's Degree, has performed well,
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placed third in his programme and now, Mr. President, has been given a next
scholarship by the Russian Government to pursue his Masters. Mr. Deputy President,
these are the stories of young people who have been involved in the programme... | am
telling you. 1 do not know if my brother has had the opportunity to listen to them, but Mr.
President, these are the real stories.

Another one, Mr. Deputy President. We have recently, Nurse Eudine Frederick,
Nurse Lindy Jackasal, Nurse Norma Bishop, Mr. Deputy President, they were all in the
IMANI Programme, got the opportunity to attend St. George’s University to pursue their
studies and, Mr. President, today they are Nurses, working at the General Hospital, Mr.
Deputy President. (Applause)

And, someone’s talking about, what is the plan? Clearly, Mr. Deputy President, |
do not know if the brother is living in a different country, but, Mr. Deputy President,
these are the stories. These are the life changing examples in the IMANI Programme.
And, Mr. Deputy President, | am not saying the programme is perfect. We have a lot of
room for improvement, but to walk into this House and pretend like, we are not doing
anything for young persons, when young people had no opportunity, seven (7) years
ago and we are giving them this opportunity and they are doing well. They are
excelling. | have not heard the individual mention one young person that he has seen
done well in the last couple years. | do not know what happened. | have not heard my
friend mention one, and he said to give credit where credit is due. Mr. Deputy
President, this is not the case.

Mr. Deputy President, | heard the other Honourable Member mentioned about
Project Reach, about he visited the Prison and that we do not have a plan. Again, Mr.
Deputy President, like the key word for him was ‘plan’. Mr. Deputy President, Project
Reach, no one can talk about this Programme more than this Government. We have
reached out more to the inmates at the Prison than any other Government in the history
of this Country. (Applause)

Mr. Deputy President, a total of twenty-five (25) inmates were involved in this
Project. We engaged them in a series of training and development activities including

Technical and Vocational Training in the CVQ areas, in Facility Maintenance, Crop
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Production and Poultry Production. And, the Honourable Member was talking about
Flower Planting. (Laughter)

Mr. Deputy President, we are way past that, and | am talking about the
Honourable Dear Senator, who would have spoken before me. We are way past that;
Facility Maintenance, Crop Production and Poultry Production. Mr. Deputy President,
when they leave the Prison, some of them come and they start their own business,
producing for hotels and supplying the local market. This is what happens. This is the
plan that we have. This is the plan that is developing our young people, providing them
with serious opportunities. (Applause)

Mr. Deputy President, if he wants to borrow a plan, we could, you know, we
could, but Mr. Deputy President, that would not happen until in the next fifty (50) years.
All how we try, Mr. Deputy President, | say every few minutes is a new face and it is the
same old story, the same old story.

Mr. Deputy President, | want to talk about Education Development. Mr. Deputy
President, this Government continues to invest heavily in the development of our human
resource. Mr. Deputy President, the Budget Allocation of $120.8 m, the highest
allocation the Sector has received in the history of this Country. (Applause)

Mr. Deputy President, when the Honourable Member spoke about, he doesn'’t
understand why we have to reduce the Debt to GDP Ratio, my dear friend, through you,
Mr. Deputy President, this is why, we are investing more in Education, we are investing
more in Agriculture. This is why, Mr. Deputy President. Mr. Deputy President, | really
believe that this is the Government for the people. The Vision of the Government is to
invest in the eBook Platform. It is long anticipated, a promise made to our people, a
promise to be delivered. Mr. Deputy President, you remember the time when we spoke
about, tablets? Mr. Deputy President, some of them made Road March with that, you
know. After six (6) months in 2013, they started asking, where is the tablet, where is the
tablet? They say the only tablet that you promised people is Panadol. Mr. Deputy
President, and they were sought of right, because the amount of headache people had
in 2008 to 2013, Mr. President, we had to promise them two (2) tablets, the real Tablet,
the electronic Tablet and the painkiller. (Chuckles)
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What is commendable, Mr. Deputy President, about this is that we did not rush it.
When the critics were laughing and mocking people about the Tablet, we made it clear
that we are properly accessing the practicality of the implementation, understanding full
well that there were countries, who had attempted it before and had to scrap it. But
now, Mr. President, we are ready and therefore, the young people of this Country, the
students welcome the pilot in 2020.

Mr. Deputy President, Information Technology is key for us to succeed in today's
world and for the future. Mr. Deputy President we must prepare our generation for the
jobs of the future. The Region is very late, if you ask me; the Region is very late, when
it comes to technology. We are mainly consumers of the technology and not so much
the producers. And, so, Mr. Deputy President, | believe that what we are doing here,
we are taking a leap forward, into the future.

We still have not yet recognised, Mr. Deputy President, though, the importance of
Coding. This is important. Coding is very important. Students are leaving school, still,
Mr. President, without ICT and this should not be in 2019. But, Mr. Deputy President,
the ICT Policy that the Ministry is about to implement, it will address all this. Like
Mathematics, | believe ICT should also be mandatory. The discussion in advanced
countries, Mr. Deputy President, is on Artificial Intelligence, Robotics, Drone
Technology, Self-driving Cars.

Mr. Deputy President, you won’t believe this. Currently now in the US
Presidential race, the talk is now about Universal Basic Income and the Universal Basic
Income speaks about, Mr. Deputy President, basically, a basic income for everyone,
because Robotics will replace them. Mr. Deputy President, | do not think this will reach
here very soon, but | believe what we need to do is prepare our generation, our
students for the future, by training them in Coding and ensuring that they have an
understanding of what the market demands and preparing them for that job market, Mr.
Deputy President. This is very important. Mr. Deputy President, | believe that
technology can solve a lot of the problems that we face today. For example, Mr. Deputy
President, the traffic situation. | believe technology can play an important role in that

Sector.
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Mr. Deputy President, a couple months ago, | travelled to Trinidad and | was in
the hotel room studying, because | had an exam the week on my return; so while
studying | got a phone call from a friend. It was about after 1:00 a.m. in the morning.
He said, you know, “let us go have a drink”, and | said, “well, it is after one, | don’t think |
will get transportation.” So, he said, you know, “download this App, it is called ‘Drop’.” |
downloaded the App and Mr. President, in no time, it is very easy to use, | was able to
have a vehicle pick me up and drop me at the event. Mr. Deputy President, | believe
this can happen here. (Inaudible comments) (Laughter) | believe this activity can
happen here. The fact that we can have technology to revolutionise our Transportation
Sector.

Last week, it took me one hour and a half to get from SGU to a meeting. | mean
that is unheard of. That is like two (2) trips back to where | live, one hour and a half.
So, | believe technology has an important part to play. And, Mr. Deputy President,
when you look at the Budget, it speaks about technology, it speaks about digitising the
Government Sector. This is the step in the right direction and we need to commend the
Government for this.

Mr. Deputy President, enough of my Terminator moment on technology, but |
want to commend the Government on realising the importance of the Uniform and
Transportation Allowance and the University Tuition Assistance to our young people.

Mr. Deputy President, no child should be kept away from learning, because their
parents do not have enough resources to send them to school or cannot afford uniform.
Education is a human right and, Mr. Deputy President, we value that, as a Government.
That is why every year, since we have taken office in 2013, the amount invested in
Education has increased, has increased every single year and that is because, Mr.
Deputy President, we understand, as a Government, every child needs that opportunity
to go to school and learn and make the best of himself, Mr. Deputy President.

Mr. Deputy President, Culture and the Arts, the ‘Orange Economy’, | would term
it. Mr. Deputy President, the workforce of the ‘Orange Economy’ worldwide, exceeds

that of the Automotive Industry. The Inter-America Development Bank reported that this
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Industry has generated over US one hundred and twenty-five billion dollars (US$125 b)
in revenues and employed over 1.9 m people in Latin America and the Caribbean.

Mr. Deputy President, we have seen this here in Grenada of how the ‘Orange
Economy’, or how Culture and the Arts is playing a role in absorbing a lot of our people
and they are earning a living. Let us look at Mr. Killa, Vaughan, Mr. Legz, Little Natty
and Thunder. They have done exceptionally well at the International Soca Monarch
Competition, and, Mr. Deputy President, we must celebrate them. Their success lead
deep to the interest of Grenada’s Carnival and resulted in our peak in visitors arrival for
2019 Carnival.

And, Mr. Deputy President, | must commend Mr. Killa, because his creativity is
out of this world. (Applause) Right now, everyone wants to be a Grenadian. Everyone
wants to associate with the Grenadian Brand and maybe a couple years ago this was
not possible, Mr. Deputy President, because we were at the back of the line, right? We
are at the back of the line. No one wants to be part of a Government that cannot pay
their debt. No one wants to be associated with a Government selling assets. But, | only
used this as an example that our dear Senator would have used.

Mr. Killa would have launched the ‘Go Carnival’ App, again, using technology to
transform the Cultural Sector. And, Mr. Deputy President, | have used the App. When
you use the App, you’re seeing what's happening now, what is happening in the
Entertainment Industry, the Carnival, where in the world current Carnival is happening;
and, if you have a favourite Mas Band, Mr. Deputy President, you could follow them and
see what is the latest trend in that Sector. So, | want to commend him on his ‘Go
Carnival’ App, and certainly, Mr. Deputy President, for what | have seen, he will do very,
very well.

| also want to congratulate Vaughn, who is flying our flag all over the world.
(Applause) Mr. Deputy President, | do not want to say it, but | have not heard the
Honourable Senator, a youth himself, commend these young Artistes for doing
extremely well. But, Mr. Deputy President, it seems like, you know, it is like a dark
cloud, like they are carrying a dark cloud with them everywhere they go and everything

that happens is just negative. But, Mr. Deputy President, there are people who are
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doing excellent work outside there, and sometimes we have to jump over political
borders and work together and commend them for when they do well, when they do
good, and so, | want to commend them for the excellent job.

Mr. Deputy President, | want to put on record, as well, Felisha Fe Noel, a
Grenadian Designer that is doing exceptionally well in the international arena. Mr.
Deputy President, her product, her design, her clothes are being worn by entertainment
Stars, like Beyoncé. Mr. Deputy President, in 2018, Forbes Magazine had featured an
article with the headline, ‘Meet the Four Black Women Who Created LeBron James’,
and Mr. Deputy President, she was featured, a Grenadian, from St. Andrew was
featured in that story. (Applause) Mr. Deputy President, everywhere we go, we are
doing well. (Inaudible comments by a Member) Mr. Deputy President, yes, let me
use the right phrase, Mr. Deputy President, we are doing it ‘bigly’. Mr. Deputy
President, this story of Felisha Noel should inspire every Grenadian youth, especially
our young women that they can achieve anything in this world regardless where they
come from.

Hence, Mr. Deputy President, | am elated to see that work has started on the
Simon Cultural Centre. This is no longer just a Budget promise, or a campaign
promise, it is now about to become reality. This Centre will serve as a platform for
cultural exploration and just like the National Stadium, which has helped many of our
Athletes, so too, the Cultural Centre will be that spring board for many of our young
Designers, Artistes and Entertainers. This will also, Mr. Deputy President, be a boost to
our rural economy.

Mr. Deputy President, on Sports; again, if you want to talk about Sports, it's this
Government, that has done the most for the Sporting Sector. Sports is a crucial
important means of promoting a healthy population, because of its possible contribution
to physical and mental health. Sports is also important to promote community cohesion,
as well as open opportunities for self-expression, earning a livelihood and wealth
creation. Mr. Deputy President, we must ensure we capitalise on this Sector. We are a
small Island, Grenada, with just a population of just one hundred thousand (100,000)

has made and continue to make a clear statements in Sports.
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Sergeant-at-Arms: His Honour, the President in the Chair.

Sen. the Hon. Judd Cadet: Mr. President, the recent achievement of Anderson
Peters must not go unnoticed, becoming our second Gold Medallist after Kirani James
at the World Championship, but the first in the Javelin Throw. | wish to express my
appreciation to his Coach, Mr. Paul Phillip and the team at Track Blazers. (Applause)
And, Anderson’s achievement would serve as the motivation to several young people
and, Mr. President, | look forward to many more Medals.

Mr. President, | want to, as well, mention that Anderson Peters is nominated in
the category of Male Athlete of the Year, at the PanAm Sports Awards, which will be
held next week. So, Mr. President, he is continuing to do well and we must recognise
our young people for continuing to do well, Mr. President.

Mr. President, Agriculture; again, so much has been said about this Sector. Mr.
President, Agriculture is an important pillar to our economy and our existence. Mr.
President, looking at the Budget, over one hundred and fifty million dollars ($150 m) is
budgeted for this Sector, a lot of money. Before, you used to hear, Mr. President, not
much money is budgeted for Agriculture, now you are not hearing that, you know.
You're hearing men talking about how much money is budgeted and what we’re doing
that money, and, Mr. President, this shows, this explains.

When the Honourable Member asked, why it is important to decrease our Debt to
GDP, my dear Brother, this is why. Sectors are seeing the increase in allocation and
able to transform the lives of our people. Mr. President, we have EC ten million dollars
(EC$10 m) for the Climate Resilient Agriculture for Integrated Landscape Management
Project; one hundred million dollars ($100 m) in Agriculture Feeder Roads Project; $3.8
m, AGRICOM; one million dollars ($1 m), Farm Labour Support Programme; six
hundred thousand dollars ($600,000.00) to upgrade the Mirabeau Abattoir Facility; two
hundred thousand dollars ($200,000.00) to combat Praedial Larceny initiative; three
hundred thousand dollars $300,000.00) for Youth in Agriculture. Mr. President,
Agriculture would be, according to one person, a booming Sector in 2020. So, Mr.

President, the Farmers must be smiling and | see my dear friend, right there, Senator,
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through you, Mr. President, is smiling, because things are about to happen in that
Sector.

Mr. President, the young people welcome the Government’s initiative of the
Youth in Agriculture Programme. | believe young people with technology can make a
huge difference in this Industry, and | am not the only one that feel that way. During the
Consultation, Grenadians had a lot to say about this Sector, during the National Plan
Consultation, that is, Mr. President. Mr. President, let me share too with you and it is in
the Plan, it is in this document. Mr. President, hear what they had to say about young
people, about the Youth in Agriculture. They said: “Every young person should be
farming, whether for income or subsistence including using technology, such as
Greenhouses and Hydroponics.”

Mr. President, a next point was raised. “We are lacking in applied science and
technology. We have been growing nutmeg for one hundred and sixty (160) years and
today we are doing the same thing, as we did one hundred and sixty (160) years ago.”
Mr. President, these are the views shared by the people at the Consultation. | believe,
Mr. President, if you have a growing Tourism Industry, then you should see the same in
the Agriculture Sector, because people must eat.

Mr. President, with Hydroponics and the Greenhouse, that can mitigate this
problem, since the operation can occur in a controlled environment. Mr. President, |
believe this Sector needs better co-operation among our Farmers. With youth
involvement, | hope that we can see a mind-set shift, young people willing to co-
operate, studying the market and working hard to boost the Agriculture Sector. So, Mr.
President, | believe the three hundred thousand dollars ($300,000.00) that is budgeted
for the Sector, is a start and is a start in transforming this Sector and encouraging more
young persons to be involved in this Sector.

Mr. President, | also want to touch on the environment. Mr. President, these
days you must, when you’re talking about the future, you have to mention about the
environment. This is important. This Budget highlights the need for us to protect and
preserve our environment. The greatest threat to humanity is Climate Change and as a

Small Island Developing State, we are the first to face the severity of that monstrosity.
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Mr. President, the thought that some years from now that we could be submerged under
water, is very depressing. So, Mr. President, the power is in our hands to ensure we
secure the future generation. And, therefore, Mr. President, | just want to share with
you an excerpt from the United Nations from a conversation, from an article, and, Mr.
President, it said: “Exporting pollution is a term used by the United Nations, when
developed countries export very old vehicles to developing countries like Grenada.”

Mr. President, these used vehicles, when they arrive here, turns out to be a
major problem, not only to traffic, but, Mr. President, disposing these vehicles after they
are no longer in use. This is a problem, because what is happening, Mr. President,
these vehicles are sometimes, when they are no longer in use, they are being parked at
the roadside or else, sift through the soil, makes its way into the river, affecting the
water, affecting, sometimes, our marine biodiversity. So, Mr. President, | want to
commend this Government for having a vision, again, to ban vehicles that exceed ten
(10) years, Mr. President. Mr. President, | will explain later, as well, why | commend
them very much on that.

Mr. President, | support the move by Government to reduce importation of
electric vehicle and hybrid vehicles to 50% duties. Small Islands are a prime market for
electric vehicles. Barbados is already the third highest use of electric vehicles in the
world. Mr. President, Barbados, third highest using electric vehicles in the world. Mr.
President, what this says, is that the time has come for us to do so. Grenada is known
to lead in everything. We have been leading in the economy, we have been leading
with cutting unemployment down. We need to lead, as well with the environment. We
have done a lot of work and | think with that Mr, President, | think we are moving in the
right direction. So, Mr, President, | want to commend the Government for their steps in
the environment.

Mr. President, | also want to mention to this Honourable House that the key word
for 2019, or the word of the year for 2019, was Climate Strike, according to Collins
Dictionary. The word of the year was Climate Strike.

Mr. President, this year we saw a mass of young people, from all different parts

of the world protesting for Climate Action. Mr. President, we even had a small one here,
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although it did not generate as much young people’s support, but we had a small
climate strike here.

Mr. President, we cannot be upset with young people, when they take action like
this, because we are talking about the future. And, so, Mr. President, if we do not take
action, there will be serious, serious repercussion, if you do not take any action. And,
so, Mr. President, | want to take this opportunity to thank this Government for the steps
that it has taken, as relates to climate action; and | want to congratulate the Government
as well, for receiving the award from Monaco Better World Forum, for its leadership in
responding to Climate Change. (Applause) | want to thank Honourable Senator Stiell
and his team in the Ministry for doing so well, as it relates to leading the charge at
Climate development.

Mr. President, so, what | have noticed is that looking forward to 2020, we have a
number of projects to start. We have about twenty-seven (27) Private Sector
Investment Projects, and, Mr. President, | want to make mention of the key one in St.
David. You used to hear so much talk about decentralising development, it's too much
in the South, and now, Mr. President, we are now moving into St. David. | have not
heard my dear friend mention about that. He did not talk about that. But, Mr. President,
what | can say, for sure, the Investor is one that delivers. He delivered in St. Kitts with
the Park Hyatt. He delivered in Dominica with the Kempinski, and | am very certain, Mr.
President, that he will deliver here with the Six Sense and the other Hotel Projects.
And, what this means, Mr. President, more opportunities for our young people, more
jobs for our young people, especially in the rural parts of this Country. So, Mr.
President, 2020 looks extremely bright.

So, in conclusion, Mr. President, this Budget speaks directly to the heart of the
Grenadian people. It speaks to youth that are wondering how am | going to pay for
school next Semester. Mr. President, this Budget speaks to them.

Mr. President, this Budget speaks to the young man who loves farming, but
wondering who will hear his cry, because he has no access to land. This Budget
speaks to him. Mr. President, the Budget speaks to the single mother, who struggles,

day by day, living on a small wage and she is rationing whether to buy food or clothes
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for her child to go to school. Mr. President, this Budget speaks to her and the child. Mr.
President, this Budget is knocking on the doors of the young men who may think that

the first batch of M-Power is gone and the train has left them.

Mr. President: | don’t mean to interrupt your thought, but you said in conclusion,

| believe you have ten (10) minutes more.

Sen. the Hon. Judd Cadet: Okay. So, Mr. President, this Budget speaks to the
young men, and it's knocking on the door of the young men, who may think that the first
batch of M-Power is gone and a train has left them. Mr. President, | want them to know
that this Government leaves no one behind, and so this train is about to make a second
trip, so they better be prepared.

Mr. President, to young man in St. Patrick, the Budget speaks to the toddler.
This Budget speaks to the Seniors and the young. | feel proud, Mr. President, | feel
extremely proud to be part of this team, a team that cares about this Country and its
development. And, Mr. President, | believe that we have the plan to continue to develop
this Country.

Of all the things | have heard today, Mr. President, | have seen so much in my
last year, including a clean bottle of water came through the Senate (laughter), a clean
bottle of water, which my dear friend said was causing diarrhoea and constipation. |
have seen the greatest wonders this World has to offer.

Mr. President, | believe my year in this Senate has been one of a learning
experience and | want to thank everyone of you who have contributed to my
development. Mr. President, | cannot say otherwise. | know for sure, Mr. President, |
may have a couple more years here, because | am not sitting at the ‘Other Side’ to be
worrying so much, but | can say, Mr. President, that come 2020, we will continue to do
the people's business. We will continue to speak on their behalf. We will continue to
ensure that our young people’s needs are sought after. Young people have faith in us.
They have confidence in us. (Applause) My dear friend knows that himself. My

Brother, maybe if | can add a chair somewhere there, | probably would allow you to,
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maybe, we could have you cross the floor too, you know. (Laughter) We can have
you... (Inaudible comments from the President) ...sorry, through you, Mr. President,
| just want to tell the Member he can come over if he feels like. | understand, Mr.
President, | understand sometimes, Mr. President, that he is pressured, he is pressured.
Mr. President, we told him to find his own voice. We understand, Mr. President, that he
is pressured. You know, | listened to him today, Mr. President, and you could see how
uncomfortable he was in trying to make certain points, because he himself knows. |
know he is convinced that this Country is being led by the right team. (Applause)

Mr. President, | want to end by saying that we are on the right track. We now
have a plan that would guide us for the next fifteen (15) years, and if you ask me for the
Plan my Brother, this is the Plan. And, Mr. President, before | go on this, | want to say
also on the Plan, and | want to thank the young people that have been involved
including Senator Kerryne James. Through you, Mr. President, Senator James,
remember when we used to be talking about this Plan? You were on the Committee
too, because we had what you call, ‘Youth Ambassadors’, and Senator James was a
part of it, Mr. President. So, Mr. President, | am shocked to know that my dear friend...
(inaudible comments) ...did not take the opportunity to educate our dear Senator
about a Plan. So, this is the Plan we are talking about, Mr. President.

So, Mr. President, thank you for the opportunity. | want to thank the Senate and,
Mr. President, come 2020, Mr. President, young people have so much to look forward
to. They have trust in this team and this is the team, this is the Government that would
continue to provide serious economic and social opportunities for our young people.

Thank you, Mr. President. (Applause)

Mr. President: Honourable Members, | think it is fair to say that we did a fair
day’s work in debating the Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for the Fiscal Year,
2020. Tomorrow, we will resume, as earlier stated for, 8:30 is fine with you, Leader of

Government’s Business, 8:307?
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Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Maybe 9:00 would be more appropriate.

Mr. President: Okay. On this one, | will solicit the collective wisdom of the
Senators and if you prefer at 9:00 o'clock, then we will start at 9:00, in which case we
wind up at 6:30 p.m.

(Comments from Members)

Mr. President: Order, order, order, Senators. My preference is not to be
dictatorial, but to get consensus. So, it seems that 9:00 o'clock is a more comfortable
hour for everyone. | mean, | was on the floor before and | know that that first hour in the
morning, you have things to do when you hit the office. Senator De Allie would know
that. He is in the season now where a lot of his business now would be rolling and so
on and he needs to keep an eye on that. And, for the other Attorneys, who are in
private practice, | know you would like to fire off a letter or two before coming here. So,
we would start at 9:00 in the morning and when we do the Debate moves to ‘This Side’
of the Table. Based on the outlines of the schedule of time, we should reasonably
expect to wind up the Debate in its totality by Wednesday noon, latest.

Honourable Members, dinner is served. | wish to thank you for today's
engagement. I, myself have learnt quite a lot. But, as | keep repeating, | really miss the
rough and tumble of the Floor. Maybe you never know, if | cast my... Senator
Garraway, you may have to help me here with this phraseology. If | ‘cast my bucket

down’, is that the term? There is something about cast.
(Inaudible comment by Senator Garraway)

Mr. President: Right. So, if | cast together with Senator Ron, | may yet be
where you are at some point. So, | want to thank you, once again. Honourable

Members, this House now stands adjourned until tomorrow at 9:00 in the a.m.

The Sitting of the Senate adjourned Tuesday, 3™ December, 2019 at 4:29

p.m.
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Attendance

The Senate resumed at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, 3" December, 2019.

Present

Senator the Honourable Chester A. A. Humphrey - Mr. President (In the Chair)

Senator the Honourable Simon Stiell - Minister for Climate Resilience,
Environment, Forestry, Fisheries and
Disaster Management

Senator the Honourable Norland Cox - Minister for Youth Development,
Sports, Culture and the Arts

Senator the Honourable Winston Garraway - Minister of State with responsibility for
Disaster Management and
Information

Senator the Honourable Kim George - Member

Senator the Honourable Cathisha Williams - Member

Senator the Honourable Glynis Roberts - Member

Senator the Honourable Kerryne James - Member

Senator the Honourable Christopher De Allie - Deputy President

Senator the Honourable Mondy André Lewis - Member

Senator the Honourable Dunstan Campbell - Member

ABSENT
Senator the Honourable Judd Cadet - Member
Senator the Honourable Ron Redhead - Member
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Sergeant-at-Arms: His Honour, the President.

Mr. President: Senator, the most Honourable Winston Garraway.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Good morning, Mr. President.

(Senate Prayer was said)

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Members, please join with me in saying the

Lord’s Prayer, and | invite the children, as well.

(The Lord’s Prayer was said)

Mr. President: Honourable Members, pray be seated.

(Sound of Gavel)

Mr. President: This Third Session of the 10" Parliament now resumes. Good
morning, Honourable Members, just a brief word to indicate that this morning | heard
from Senator the Honourable Judd Cadet, who has informed me that he would be late, if
not absent, because he has an examination at the St. George’s University today. So,
Senators, do please take note. He has already made his contribution, so it ought not to
upset our balance.

| want to also take this opportunity Senators to, again, welcome another
delegation of students, this time it is what used to be from the uniform and my
recollection this is Mother Rose, what’s the correct name. Oh, St. Louis Girls. | was
mistaken, you see that’s how long | have been in school, at your age, and, of course,

the Teacher. We welcome you to the House of Senate. (Applause) | can’t recollect, at
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any time, at your age | was ever interested in Parliament. | hope that this would be a
revealing and memorable experience for you.

This is the heart of our democracy. This is where Laws are debated and passed
and the purpose of Laws is for the good governance and welfare of all its citizens.
Today, this Chamber will be discussing what is called the Estimates of Revenue and
Expenditure, simply put, it just means how much money the Government is going to be
able to collect, and how much the Government is going to spend.

The sources of that collection comes from different activities. When you go to
the Supermarket and you purchase a box of Cornflakes, or your Mom buys a box of
Cornflakes, or you go to Kentucky and you buy your favourite Kentucky, there is no VAT
on corn, so if you bought something locally you wouldn’'t pay the VAT. But, if you
bought Kentucky, you will pay a VAT and that money goes to the Government and
that's where the Government gets the income from to do all of the things that the
Government has to do. It has to pay the Teachers, it has to repair your schools, it has
to repair the roads, it has to pay the Police, it has to provide and maintain Law and
Order, because that is the only way our society can function and develop.

So, | take the opportunity, on behalf of all of the Senators, to recognise your
presence. We hope that this, as | said would be a memorable experience. At times it
can get a little bit boring, at your age, but the fact that you are here, | am certain that
you would take away something positive. And, of course, | want to thank the Teacher,
because without the Teacher’s leadership you could not have been here. And, | would
suspect that she may give you an essay to write, or a poem to write, ‘Your Day in
Parliament,” and you can get a lot of ideas from that. Feel free to call the Clerk and he
can help you, but that’s a challenge | give to the Teacher. Once, again, thank you for
coming. Thank you, Honourable Members. | hope | spoke adequately on your behalf, to
the young citizens of the country.

Now, yesterday, when we concluded yesterday’s first Session, let me see if |
have it right. | think we ended with Senator Judd Cadet. Yes? Right. Okay. So, age
hasn’t yet started to work on me. So, this morning, we would have the intervention from

colleagues to my left and again, just to remind that according to the Rules you have one
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hour of substantive debate and at the discretion of the President, you have fifteen (15)
minutes. Now, that discretion is automatically given to you, so | won’t exercise any
discretion at all. Although, | have always held, when | was on the floor that to discuss
such an enormous bit of legislation with such an acute and far-reaching implications for
the citizens of our country that an hour, really, is insufficient, that is just my own
individual view.

In my early years in the Senate, there was no limit, and what the Chair did was
use the Rule of Repetition to control, and I, quite frankly, | am not persuaded that we
ought not to go back to that, because of the very substantive nature of this bit of
Legislation that we are going to be passing. But, be that, as it may, that's what the
Rules set out, so that we have an hour and fifteen (15) minutes. We are starting now
from; well, my BBC time tells me its five past nine, but this tells me it's four minutes past
nine. Is that correct, Mr. Clerk? Three minutes past, and | will go according to the clock
that everybody can see, so it's three minutes past nine, which means that the speaker
on this side with your hour and fifteen (15) minutes that should take you to twelve
minutes to eleven, is it? Twelve minutes to 11 eleven. Right? Sorry. Oh, what am |
saying? So, this is now nine, ten and fifteen, so you would have seventeen minutes
past ten, eighteen minutes past ten, you would conclude. So, | don’'t have any further
announcements and so here we go. The floor is whoever rises and catches the eye of

the President. Senator James, you have the floor.

Sen. the Hon. Kerryne James: See how the elders does pressure the young
people. (Laughter) Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. President, | too want to say a
special, special welcome to the young ladies from the St. Louis RC Girls. If my eyes
serve me right, | think | see some familiar faces, so it's good to see that the Teachers
are taking that initiative to bring them to this Honourable House, so even if they may not
understand, fully, its context, but, at least, they could go back and discuss and boast

among your friends that you entered the Highest House in Grenada. So, welcome and |
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hope that we display a level of decorum in our debate, so that you may not take it the
wrong way.

Mr. President, | want to begin by saying that | am indeed, honoured and
privileged to be standing in this Honourable House today for | know not what the future
holds, yet a second time to give my contribution to another Budget Presentation under
the Theme: “Towards Vision 2035, Empowering our Communities, Growing our
Economy, Protecting our Environment and Strengthening our Institutions.”

Mr. President, before | express some of my concerns and opinions on this
Budget, | want to commend the Ministry of Finance and its team on making this Budget
a reality. However, Mr. President, | must say that though some of the intentions
outlined are useful, it was to me insufficient in so many ways to implement much more
needed creative and innovative plans to aid in developing and what will in turn
empower, grow, strengthen and protect our people of this Tri-Island State.

Mr. President, the Budget 2020 is supposed to be designed with four (4) thematic
areas in mind, and if | reiterate, again; ‘Empowering our Communities, Growing our
Economy, Protecting our Environment, Strengthening our Institutions.” It is, therefore,
useful, Mr. President, to see what the Government seeks to achieve in these areas and
consider whether the financial allocations sensibly enough reflect the stated objectives
and priorities.

Mr. President, before | go more in-depth, | want to begin by saying that the
content goes contrary to what is needed to solve the real problems facing our society.
And, to me, Mr. President, this feels more like a continuation of the 2018 and 2019
agenda.

Mr. President, | want to reiterate the point made by my colleague Senator last
evening that overall the estimated Capital Budget to be spent by Government; and |
know my colleagues on the ‘Other Side’ will normally throw shades that we are acting
like overnight Economists, but it is basic working knowledge and a reality. And, we are
quoting straight from the words and numbers presented to us in the Presentation by the
Minister himself; that the Capital Budget, or what he would expend for the full of 2019 is
to be the sum of $196.4 m.
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Now, we are seeing that the Minister is saying that by December 31st, the
expected Capital Expenditure is $100.5 m, leaving an implementation rate, Mr.
President, of 51%. In other words, Mr. President, let's take, for example, when a
student writes an examination and gets 51%, and | want to engage our guest today.

When you do an exam and get a grade of 51%...

Mr. President: No, you have to address me. In this debate, the strangers in the

House are just strangers.

Sen. the Hon. Kerryne James: Okay. Thank you, Mr. President, for that. So,
Mr. President, like | said when a student writes an examination and gets 51%, does
anyone describes that as great or strong. In our Grenadian creole, Mr. President, you
barely scrape the pass. So, how, Mr. President, can we describe our fiscal
performance, as strong? Perhaps, the same way we consider our economy to be the
fastest growing economy with our projected growth to be 3.2% at the end of 2019.
When the average growth at the OECS and the ECCU countries is 4% to which we are
really and truly below average to be labelled as, and the key words there is ‘to be
labelled as the fastest growing economy.’

Mr. President, as | go further, with regards to the unemployment rate, repeatedly,
in this Honourable House, my colleagues on the ‘Other Side’ boast and almost use as a
Trump Card that the unemployment is down from 40% to 15%, and | don’t know if it is,
as a result of that phrase is continued to be used deliberately as a misconception on
their part, that sometimes | would hear them say that it was 40%, or it is over 40%, and
so they need to make a final decision. Was it over 40%, or was it 40%7? Because upon
my research, | am not trying to score any cheap political ground points, or self-praise
over such percentage, but the unemployment in 2013, as referred to my colleagues on
the Other Side was 33.5%. And, so this false claim that unemployment was 40% or
over 40% in 2013 need not be pursued.

Mr. President, if we are honest with ourselves, the question we must ask is, if
Capital expenditure is shrinking and employment is going up, then where are these
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people working? What productive activity are they engaged in? Mr. President, a few
days ago | was attending a birthday party celebration for one of my close friends from
University. And the talk came about of the purchasing of Andall’s by Foodland, and she
was saying that one of her close family members, who works with the Company told her
that the notice for job opportunities went public two (2) days ago and already five
hundred (500) people have sent in applications. Mr. President, | say all of this to say
that if the unemployment rate is so low, how come so many people are looking for
work?

Mr. President, | want to now turn your focus to the next Theme, which guides this
Budget, ‘Empowering our Communities.” In his statement for 2019 and 2020
respectively, the Minister repeatedly quoted a quote from Benjamin Franklin and |
guote: “An investment in knowledge pays the best interest; an investment in
knowledge pays the best interest”.

Mr. President, our children of this country deserve to have proper facilities, so
that they can feel comfortable and be fully equipped in an environment that is friendly
and conducive to learning. While we acknowledge, in our view, the baby steps towards
educational development, we must ensure that we put the right mechanisms in place to
advance our students for international markets and to continue to encourage them to
reach their best humanly potentials.

Mr. President, the Minister also stated the importance of reading with regards to
it being a fundamental aspect of learning. Sadly, Mr. President, that understanding of
such level of significance is not expressed, in no way or form, by the Minister, in this
Budget.

| applaud hugely, Mr. President, the efforts of the Private Sector initiative with
aiding or ensuring that twenty-eight (28) Primary Schools across the country have new
Libraries. But, Mr. President, what bothers me the most and, as | have made mention
to that last year in my Budget Presentation, eight (8) years ago, one of our heritage
buildings, located in the Capital City of St. George has been left to rot like many other
historic buildings in the country, and | speak, Mr. President, of the Grenada Public

Library. These are the things, Mr. President, that, perhaps, to me | feel as though it is
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not ‘sexy’ enough to be making news headlines, as it should, but these are the realities
that affect us and that affect our children. And, if reading is such a fundamental aspect
to learning, we have to ensure that our children are reading and have that environment
that will enable them to have access to projects, have access to knowledge and other
necessary things, so that they can you know, make sure that their CXC SBAs and so
forth are in line with what is going on really and truly out there.

Mr. President, permit me the opportunity to read a quote from the Author Jim
Trelease: “A Nation that does not read much does not know much, and a Nation
that does not know much is more likely to make poor choices in the home, the
market place, the Jury Box and the Voting Booth, and those decisions, ultimately,
affect the entire Nation, the literate as well as the illiterate.”

Mr. President. | have heard a few weeks ago, | think is on a Programme hosted
by the Grenada Broadcasting Network, that the Citizenship By Investment Programme,
or the Transformation Funds is trying to deal with this issue, and | stand to be corrected
by the Members on the ‘Other Side’, if | am sourcing correctly. But, | have heard that
they are trying to raise funds to ensure that the Public Library is to be renovated or what
have you. But, we cannot wait on that assistance alone to deal with an issue that
affected us and affected our children over eight (8) years ago. So, | think that the
Government needs to place much more emphasis on that and act, as fast as they can,
given the fiscal space.

Mr. President, it was also brought to my attention that a discussion was held
between Government and the T.A. Marryshow Community College, the only College we
have on Island with regards to renovating the Library at the Campus. And, it was so
disturbing to hear that all this Administration was willing to offer is 5% of the total cost
for the renovation work to be done, and we hear in this Budget it speak about
empowering communities? When we speak about empowering communities, it's not
just communities in the sense of the geographical space that is allowed for a
community, but all of these aspects are entailed and is a necessity.

Education is a necessity and our children sometimes they come from broken

homes and they may not have access to the Internet, or the Laptops or to the Tablets
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and the what have you, and they rely on books; and sometimes the children destroy the
books so much, sometimes it gets so competitive among our students that at times
when you have to study for an exam and you have Island scholars in the room, Mr.
President, they would take out the pages out of a book to go home with, leaving
somebody else not being able to read a certain page. And, so it is important that we
place more emphasis and encourage our children to read and not just the old standard
way of how reading and how Libraries are. We see at the Universities level how the
Libraries are so upgraded and technology is a big part of that. So, | think that the
Government need to relook some of the allocations and to relook the decisions and
discussions made with these people to ensure that our children have a space, so that
they can get resources needed, so that they can do their best.

Mr. President, when the Minister speaks of empowering through education, we
cannot leave our teachers out of this equation. | want to applaud the initiative of
facilitating the Training Programmes for the Teachers. But, | also want to make mention
that while this is an excellent initiative, there must be strict and functioning measures in
place to measure its impact, because over the years they have had Programmes like
that before, maybe not as fully designed it is now. But, the Teachers, sometimes they
barely go to the Programmes, and when they go, they are on their phones, they’re not
taking the necessary information, and | am not trying to bash anybody in no type of way,
but we also have to ensure that when we’re making these Programmes to equip
Teachers to advance their skills, we have to make sure it is impactful, because it is a
waste of time and a waste of resources.

Mr. President, | also want to commend this Administration in realising the need
for Substitute Teachers, so on the light side of things, Mr. President, we would not hear
in the future that when Teachers decide to take industrial action from our dear Prime
Minister, that Ministers can Teach too. But, on a more serious side of things, Mr.
President, | want to caution the Government that this is not an opportunity to take
advantage just for the sake of job creation, or to try to satisfy the rush in reducing the
unemployment rate, and also that the individuals selected are qualified enough to

ensure that this initiative is also successful.
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Mr. President, we continue to hear the old talk, again, about providing Tablets for
the students. Even the students see that as a joke. Imagine, Mr. President, | graduated
from Secondary School in 2014. | went on to graduate from College in 2016, and | am
currently enrolled and looking forward to graduating from University in 2021, and it is
still a promise. The Government will not learn; and | remembered, vividly, how the
T.A.M.C.C. students embarrassed a certain Minister, and as the song goes: “Call Name
and | go whistle.” And, in the end he was forced to admit that this was nothing, but an
empty election gimmick. Mr. President, even the Government has previously
recognised and admitted that this initiative was not well thought out.

| want to also place on record, Mr. President, that while | acknowledge and
despite all of these on-going discussions that have materialised between the necessary
bodies, there still lies a significant amount of work to be done, to see if this Tablet
Initiative is a reality. In the Minister’s statement, this initiative and | quote: “Is a part of a
new technological approach to learning.”

Mr. President, has the Government take into consideration the Information
Technology support staff needed to ensure that the e-Book System, when implemented
will be functioning at its best at the time required on a large scale? More so, Mr.
President, has the Government considered the copyright material and distributing
measures of these e-Books, that is, working with the Publishers and to ensuring that the
e-Books are available for schools?

Mr. President, with regards to ‘Empowerment through Youth Advancement;’ in
the last Budget, Government claimed to have realised that youth development was a
critical aspect to our focus in 2019, and so a Youth Consultation was held. However,
this year, Mr. President, | was expecting an invitation to yet another Youth Consultation
for Budget 2020, but that was not the case. Or, maybe if it was, it was not an invitation
extended to non-partisans. Mr. President, this leads me to say that there is no
sustainable approach to youth development. And, so | empathise with the youths of
Grenada and recognise that this level of frustration can have a negative impact on their

self-esteem and future.
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Mr. President, the Youth Programmes have been, for far too long, politicised.
These Programmes should not use youth, as cheap labour and undermine the real
Labour Market. These, Mr. President, with regards to the New IMANI Programme, the
problem personally that | have with this Programme is that it looks a lot like the old
IMANI. What is required, however, is not necessarily a change in the name, but what is
needed is a radical departure from the IMANI Programme to a new Programme that
focuses on training youth and certifying them for opportunities in the new Economy. Mr.
President, even the Minister himself made mention that he engaged a young man, who
stated that he has been in this Programme for over seven (7) years, since its inception.
This goes to show, Mr. President, that the Programme is not professionally managed
and compelling enough so as to now being referred to as it is to now in the Budget
Statement, and also in the presentations made yesterday.

Mr. President, if all of these Youth Programmes are doing so much good, and if
this Administration is so geared up and is interested in empowering, how can you
effectively empower any community by a drastic reduction of 20% in the New IMANI
Programme? And, we heard yesterday that the participants, most of them have gone
on to becoming better, self-employed, entrepreneurship and all of that. But, we still
have to cater for the thousands of them that will be graduating today. | know the
Anglican High School has graduation today. Over seven (700) of them are coming out
of that Programme, not much of them may be able to be successful at the CXC, so, how
can you reduce a Programme like that by 20%?

Mr. President, how can any Government, who is serious about empowering
communities drastically reduce a Programme geared towards addressing the disparities
between the male percentage turnout in the IIMANI Programme and which provides
opportunities for unemployed males by a reduction of 38%? What real development in
the Youth in Agriculture Programme, Mr. President, can we see if the sum allocated to
this initiative is three hundred thousand dollars ($300,000.00)?

Mr. President, how can a Government effectively empower communities, if our
Needy Assistance Programme expenditure is to be reduced from $3.1 m to $2.2 m, a
reduction of 30%.
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Mr. President, the University Tuition Assistance Programme remains unchanged
at five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000.00)? Is that a sign that students are less in
need, or fewer students are expected to enrol at University? And, | will go contrary to
what my colleague on the ‘Other Side’ believes, Mr. President, and | am so sorry that he
is not here this morning. But, this Budget clearly signals to our youth that the Minister
for Finance, along with his Administration is far less hopeful than they were on previous
occasions when they presented the Budget.

Mr. President, with regards to ‘Strengthening our Institutions,’ it is rather amusing
to hear the person most responsible for the dismantling and destruction of our
institutions of State making boldface announcements. Nevertheless, Mr. President, we
welcome the pronouncement that those who were allowed by the Government to take
advantage of the system that they would be called upon to pay. Notably, Mr. President,
in the Minister’s first announcement after the story broke with the cell phone scandal,
Mr. President, the Minister said that those responsible will have to pay it back. Now he
is saying that steps are now being taken to recover some. But, my question is, why not
all?

Mr. President, | now turn my attention to ‘Health.” It appears to me that the
Government is now finally accepting and coming to terms with the fact that we have a
serious health problem, if not a health crisis. He admits that the Government must
accept and strategically address the existing challenges in the shortage of doctors and
nurses, lack of adequate Dialysis services, inadequate medical facilities, lack of
universal health coverage. The critical question is, Mr. President, after all is said and
done, after all the unfulfilled promises made year after year, what is the Government
going to do about these so called challenges? Indeed, Mr. President, our situation
would have been a bit dire, were it not for the sterling and outstanding service of our
overworked, underpaid and underappreciated doctors and nurses. Mr. President, the
cost of Dialysis is prohibitive to our patients. It is time to stop talking and basically and
really and truly do something about it. Actions speaks louder than words.

The lack of an adequate number of Doctors must be spoken to, Mr. President.

Also, we must call out the Government on the lack of Specialists in areas that are
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critical to Grenada’s needs. We have no Specialist for Oncology, no Specialist for
Cardiology, no Specialist for Psychiatry and no Specialist for Urology.

Overall, Mr. President, the health status of our population and the strengthening
of the Health System are not being addressed, comprehensively and Universal Health
Coverage is given a token mention in this Budget. However, this is just in words since
the activities expressed in the Budget, it does not show a coordinated approach.

Mr. President, given these issues outlined, why is there, or why does it feel like
there is a rush to satisfy the IMF’s Debt to GDP Ratio? Why would you want to subject
your Health Sector to increase in challenges only to satisfy the IMF ahead of ten (10)
years? Down to the basic needs of our communities and our society, at large, Mr.
President, cannot be met.

And, while this Administration beat their chest and boast about development in
the Southern end of the Island, the roads are terrible; and after all the University’s
contribution towards the GDP and or no less than 22%, they still have to come back and
frequently patch the holes in and along the True Blue route. It is so terrible, Mr.
President, that | think it was night before | was scrolling through Social Media and |
bounced up a meme; | bounced up a meme depicting that if Titanic movie was in
Grenada, the two (2) main characters in the film would have been: ‘In a Pothole
Drowning.” You know, and so it is to see how it is so terrible and we may laugh and
make fun of that, but these are the things that needs to be addressed and not boast
about a ten-year advancement.

But, on the other hand, Mr. President, | want to personally welcome the
announcement of the OECS Regional Health Project, which will seek to upgrade the Mt.
Gay Hospital, the St. David Health Centre and phase one of the General Hospital.

However, Mr. President, to my knowledge, | know that there is a Rathdune Block
housed at the Mt. Gay Psychiatric Hospital; and | realised that it was the 5™ Centre. It
was outlined as a 5" Centre under that same OECS Regional Project. And, so | seek
clarity on what is referred to as the Rathdune Centre, because | don’t know there is a

Rathdune Centre. | know that there is a Rathdune Block in Mt. Gay Hospital, so | ask
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through you, Mr. President, clarity from the Leader of Government’s Business to
enlighten me on that.

Mr. President, we welcome the announcement to digitise Government’s Services.
What is needed is not the year on year on promise to do it, but to take concrete action.
| also welcome the pronouncement that steps are being taken to rebuild the Governor-
General’s residence, the Halls of Justice and the Police Headquarters. Here we see
again, Mr. President, that these promises are not new.

Mr. President, | have always had a keen interest in Parliament, and | can recall
vividly that back in 2013 Budget for example the Minister boasted that it was a shame
the Governor-General’s residence had not been constructed after all these years and he
was going to do something about it. The same is true for the Halls of Justice and
promises were made and to this day we patiently await this reality.

Mr. President, with regards to the Agricultural Sector, more so the Fishing Sector,
| want to pay particular tribute to the Fishermen and those engaged within this Sector in
our country. Mr. President, when we speak about ‘Empowering Communities, Growing
the Economy and Protecting our Environment,” we should not only limit these things in
our favour and at the time needed to us, but we must be honest and real about it.

Mr. President, a few months ago some questions were drafted and submitted to
this Honourable House with regards to developments in our Fishing Sector of which
upon submitted were asked to be reviewed, in most cases restructured through your
guidance. Since that time, Mr. President, | have yet to see these questions appear on
the Order Paper, thereafter, and so | stand to be guided accordingly.

Mr. President, | also want to make mention to and reiterate a point made
yesterday by my colleague Senator, with regards to Cocoa Production and Grenada
having one of the World’s best chocolate. This drifted my mind back to a recent class
presentation of one of my friends, who is enrolled in the Business Department at SGU,
where her group presented an innovative strategy for selling the Grenada Chocolate
brand, Jouvay, in European Markets.

Mr. President, | say this to say that with added support for the Cocoa Production,

in conjunction with the Banana Production, that | was so enlightened to know about
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after the Minister presented, the Agricultural and Export Sectors of Grenada can do
wonders and prosper. And, if we incorporate all these plans to expand our market, of
course, we would need much more raw materials and so we have to allocate more
monies for that.

Mr. President, notably, although the Theme of the Budget suggests that
protecting the environment is one of the central themes informing the Government’s
development agenda, no mention is made of this in the Budget. We are not entirely
surprised, as this Government has never placed environmental protection at the top of
its development agenda, and there are many cases to prove that. Yet, at the same
time, give the general accepted realisation that the world is facing a climate emergency
and that every Nation, every community, every business, every Organization, every
person must play their part in saving our planet.

Mr. President, we expect the Government to take the lead in creating the
Policies, Laws and best practices that will allow Grenada and its people to play our part
and so though it is not enough, it is still commendable that a few measures have been
taken such as the Non-biodegradable Waste Act and the likes. Mr. President, we must
regard the financing available to climate adaptation and mitigation measures, not merely
a financial opportunity, but a lifetime opportunity to make our contributions to a safer
and greener world.

Mr. President, | recently got the opportunity to visit China along with one of my
colleagues on the ‘Other Side’ to a Women in Leadership Roles of Foreign Parties
Seminar. And, | was so amazed to see how technology is being used and | know we
cannot compare the two economies, because one is big and one is rather small. But, |
was so amazed to see how technology is incorporated and how the young ones, in
particular, are learning how to be climate smart and how to take care of the environment
in the most simplest ways.

They have games in the malls, games in the Party’s headquarters, games almost
all over where the children are learning to place what is recycled materials from what is

waste materials in the different bins. And, to see how excited they were; and they may
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be looking at it as a game, but to see how impactful that will be, so that when they in
turn have to really and truly do it, it almost comes off as if it's a natural thing.

And, so | want to encourage the Government to let us not only stick to the
traditional ways of telling our children to be environmentally friendly and to not litter, but
let us incorporate these technologies into the School System; not only in e-Books or
Tablets, but all of these are great initiatives that | think we can, to some extent, take
advantage of, and | just thought | would express that, as | saw the children here today.

Moreover, Mr. President, when we speak about empowering our communities,
we cannot ignore the social conditions of our young women in our country. Mr.
President, there is a Chinese saying to realising women’s contributions towards
development and | quote: “Women can hold up half the sky.” And, so, Mr. President,
we must address, seriously, the realities facing young women with whom | identify with
in several vital areas; their employment status, their educational status, their
deteriorating social conditions, the violence against my sisters and the distasteful reality
of the social ills facing our young, little girls.

| make mention of these truths into the heart of my colleague Senators, because
while | speak about it in a political place, these are issues that cannot be politicised, and
so whenever we're talking about strengthening our institutions, more so, our Justice
System, we have to be non-partisan in this initiative to ensure that it is successful and it
is for the benefit of our young women and our young girls of this country.

Mr. President, this | would say creates the context that for a small country like
ours, there is a high need to elevate our Social Security from the level to which it is
currently to a more national approach. Mr. President, everybody, from birth to death, or
at least | believe that everybody from birth to death should have social security means.
An excellent avenue to start can be to look at our National Insurance Scheme (NIS).

Additionally, Mr. President, when we speak about empowering our communities,
our elderly cannot be left out of this equation. They are important too. Therefore, | want
to beg the Minister for Finance to look over, or, maybe, to give clarity on the Burial

Assistance Programme, among others.
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And, finally, Mr. President, | want to put on record in this Honourable House that |
developed into a well-rounded individual a long, long time ago. It is because that | am
true to myself and my identity, true to the cause of being an honest voice to the most
vulnerable of this society, the youth; true to the cause that our country deserves better,
that | have been given opportunities, even in most cases or most instances greater than
myself, and | have been doing a fine job of breaking barriers that try to block my
progress and intimidate me, even in this Honourable House.

Mr. President, it saddens me that we still carry with us today this Massa
treatment and though, Mr. President, | may not be as eloquent and smooth in my
delivery, as others as | should now, | have learned a long time ago, that the further
away a Government drifts from the truth, the more they will hate those who speak it.

Mr. President, in closing | want to touch, or speak about a little on the Culture
and the Arts Sector that was outlined in the 2020 Budget. In a big way, | want to hugely
congratulate and to join in with my colleagues on the ‘Other Side’ by saying that our
Soca Artistes have made our flag look good on the international stage. But, | also want
to say, Mr. President, that there can be much more Mr. Killas, much more Vaughn’s,
much more Mandela Linkz, much more Little Natty and Thunders, much more Boyzie's
and the likes, if they are guided and managed properly. Therefore, | call on the
Government of Grenada and the Minister responsible for such Ministry to recognise that
there is a dire and urgent need for a Music School, here in Grenada, geared towards
assisting these potential Soca Artistes in understanding Melody and writing good lyrical
content, and also sensible content too.

Mr. President, my goodly Senator on the ‘Other Side’ yesterday made mention to
a few well-known names that have been striving in the area of the Fashion Industry
abroad. Mr. President, one thing that | grew to realising, as | got older, is that when
someone struggles through and makes it at the top, with little or no assistance, people
from all over, including families and Government would jump on the train and take credit
and boast about that, even much more than the individual them self.

And, Mr. President, when he used that example of Ms. Noel, it drifted me back to

a place when | was an Assistant Designer to one of my favourite Secondary School
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teachers back at the Anglican High School. She was so passionate about being
certified, as a Fashion Designer and coming back and selling her original pieces to
Grenadians and even looking at an international market. Eventually, she decided to
you know try her luck and apply to the International Schools for Fashion Designing
abroad. Because of her authenticity, Mr. President, she got accepted to the five (5) of
them she applied to. But, the tuition fee was so high, she could not afford it, and she
decide to go to the Scholarship Desk for assistance, and you know what she was told?

“‘Grenada...”, and | would quote directly what the Officer told her: “Grenada doesn'’t
waste time and resources on things like that, the Fashion Industry;” and yet yesterday
on record, Mr. President, we heard about how well our Grenadian Fashion Designers
are doing with well-known names, as Beyoncé and LeBron James and all of that.

Mr. President, when the Government makes mention about us moving or driving
away from the traditional way of doing things, to me, that is a big joke and it is because
of that. We are not giving needed attention towards our Cultural Ambassadors and
future Cultural Ambassadors. There is a dire need for that. There are international
platforms where they could be making millions of dollars, millions of dollars and being a
Small Island is no excuse of why they can’t, because there is Social Media, there is
YouTube Platform, there is Twitter, there is Instagram. We, as young people, we look
out, and we look up these role models and they are making money while we’re wasting
our time looking and liking and they are making money for advertising content,
advertising the outcomes and the materials from these big brands that we wear. Even
the jacket, they might pose and take out a picture and post it up on Instagram and
they’re getting paid for just taking it. So, we must not let our geographical boundaries
limit us and not create avenues to ensure that our young people are qualified in these
areas that are non-traditional jobs. That is my point that | really and truly want to make,
Mr. President.

Mr. President, when we talk about growing our economy, the reality, overall, and
as | come to a summation, the reality, overall, it doesn’t reflect growing our economy.
You are not teaching your young people how to fish. You are keeping them in a

continuous state to beg for fish.
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Mr. President, | always want to remind the youth of this Nation that the onus is on
us to decide what is truly right for us. The onus is on us to decide what is truly right for
us. Instant gratification will only get you this far and before you know it you are back on
your knees accepting minimal assistance like these outlined in the Budget. And, so, Mr.
President, | will continue to lend my voice to these injustices facing our young people.
And, despite the intimidations that may follow on throughout this evening, | will continue
to inspire and politically educate my peers, that these Plans and Programmes are totally
unacceptable. While they might be good in some areas, but they are lacking in others.
And, that we have to hold our Government, our Political Organisation that have ruled
the country longest, accountable for the injustices faced now and for the low budgeting,
or for the low allocations to these Programmes now.

So, Mr. President, with that, | want to say thank you so much for giving me the
opportunity. | really and truly have grown. | have seen my growth over the years, and |
will forever be grateful. And so | hope that the Leader of Government’s Business would
be a bit more lenient and to not see through the politics of my presentation, but to really
see that | am passionate about young people; and when | see these reductions, it
saddens me, it saddens me a lot, because there are more persons coming out of the
School System now and there aren’t really jobs. And, we have to be real with
ourselves, there aren’t really jobs for all of these people and all of them are going in the
same direction. Everybody wants to be Lawyers, everybody want to be Doctors,
everybody want to be in the same area and there are other areas like Culture and the
Arts that we can place more financing and place more emphasis on to ensure that our
children, to ensure that future generations will get jobs and opportunities in the new
economy, national, regionally, as well as internationally. Thank you, Mr. President.

(Applause)
Mr. President: | concur with the view expressed by your good self that you have

learnt, in that you were following the old saying: “Those who don’t have good foot, take
in front.” Be guided, Senator Stiell.
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But, if I may just make this little comment, Senator. | agree that you have grown,
and it's a healthy, it's a healthy sign. Keep going. You have some anticipated
knowledge that | do not possess, because you seem to be hinting that your continued
growth in this Chamber may have a shelf life. | am not aware of these things, you're
better placed than I. In any event, | really want to congratulate you, because | have
seen growth. This would be your, well, the Elections was in February, the Budget had

already gone, so is this your third Budget Presentation?

Sen. the Hon. Kerryne James: My second.

Mr. President: Your second.

Sen. the Hon. Kerryne James: Yes, Mr. President.

Mr. President: Oh, your second Budget Presentation. There was just one
matter | wish to address in your address, and that is to explain why it is your questions
did not appear on the Order Paper in the last Session. And, that was, based on the
advice | had from the Clerk, he did have some discussions with you that the questions
needed restructuring and he gave you some advice to restructure them. But,
unfortunately, | don't know, | can't explain why the questions never came back to us.
Remember the questions are yours, it's not the Clerk’s. All he does is gives advice and
pass the questions to me, and we did discuss some restructuring, but you did not get
around to submitting it. And, that's the reason why they did not appear on the Order
Paper. There is no other reason, nefarious or otherwise that it was not on the Order
Paper.

The other thing is this, a Question not answered in one Session, dies with the
Session, when the Session comes to an end. So, once Parliament is prorogued for the
introduction of a next Session, as the British would have it for the next Queen’s Speech,
or for the next Throne Speech, as we refer to it here; in England, they call it the

‘Queen’s Speech,’ but here we call it the “Throne Speech’, because it is not the Queen
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that is speaking, but a representative of the Queen, same difference. For that Session,
all those matters, including Bills, which did not go through all its stages have to be
resubmitted at the opening of another Session. So, while you hang your faith on a
destiny that | know not, you can still formulate your questions and get them to the Clerk,
because sometimes the destiny that we see, is not in reality, the destiny that arises. So,
just bear that in mind and you can resubmit. So, those are the comments that | just
wish to make. We have a brief intervention at this time.

And, now, we go to the Government Side of the Chamber, and | think | see some

indications that Senator Cathisha Williams. Is that your light on?

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Yes, Mr. President.

Mr. President: That’s your light on; well, you have the floor, and you know what
the time schedule is. So, you can use up all of your time. | wish there was some way of
using unused time. In some Parliaments, they do that; maybe, it's a matter that we can
look at, because we need to reform the Standing Orders, and that is an immediate task.
Once the different Committees have been appointed, we will be looking at the Standing
Orders. But, | don't know that anyone on the Government’s Side will be big-hearted
enough to allow the ‘Opposition Side’ to utilise the time not used on their side. | don't

know about these things. So, Senator Williams, you have the floor.

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Thank you, Mr. President.

Mr. President: | sit with great anticipation.

(Laughter)

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Thank you, Mr. President. | hope | fulfil your

expectations, or meet your expectations. A pleasant good morning to you other

Members of the House and a special good morning to our students from the St. Louis
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Girls’ R.C. School, and, of course, their Teacher whom | recognise and haven’t seen in
a very long time. So, | hope that you enjoy the Session today. | hope that you stay with
us for a little while longer than the previous schools have. | assure you today will be
exciting, you would not be bored at all, and Senator Garraway and Senator Lewis will
make sure of that. So, again, welcome... (inaudible comments) ...and, of course,
Senator De Allie, but welcome again and enjoy it.

Mr. President, Honourable Members, | give rise to support the Motion to approve
the Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for the year 2020. Recently, especially after
my recent trip to China, | have been pondering, quite a bit, on development models and
a number of questions came to mind. Which model is best suited for Small Developing
States such as ours? Which political ideology or ism is best suited to our development?
Which form of Government is most effective? Whose development model should we
adopt, the US, China, Cuba? And, | have come to the conclusion that these particulars
aside, the crux of any successful development model, the crucial ingredients to any
recipe for social and economic advancement from which all else flows is first and
foremost a strong, clear vision. (Applause)

For this reason, | was pleased with the Theme for this year's Budget
Presentation, ‘Towards Vision 2035, Empowering our Communities, Growing our
Economy, Protecting our Environment, Strengthening our Institutions.” This
year’s presentation is framed within the context of realising the vision of Grenada, as
expressed by the National Sustainable Development Plan 2035, and it is a testament to
the laser focus of our Government, a Government with direction, a Government with
foresight, a Government that sets goals and lays a clear path towards achieving them.
(Applause)

Mr. President, if the past six (6) years or anything to go by, then under this
Government we have more than just a fighting chance of realising this Vision. After all,
this is the same Government that rose to the occasion and crafted a unique Structural
Adjustment Programme that pulled our country from the jaws of recession and now
enables Grenada to occupy a place of prominence, not only in our Region, but in our
international space. (Applause)
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While attending multi-national Conferences and Seminars, | am always pleased
by the praise that our Country receives in multiple areas. Mr. President, every single
Seminar that | have had the pleasure of attending, and | am sure my colleagues can
relate, including my dear colleague on the ‘Other Side’, Grenada’s extraordinary
performance in one or more areas have been noted. And, those areas include our
economic performance, gender mainstreaming and our relatively low crime levels.

It always fills me with a sense of pride, Mr. President, that a Country, as small as
ours, with all limited resources can achieve the level of progress and development that
we have in such a relatively short period of time. This could not be possible without the
diligent work and unwavering commitment of Government officials, Public Servants and
the sacrifices of the people of Grenada. (Applause) But, it also could not be possible
without the leadership, supervision and clear vision of this Government and our Prime
Minister, Dr. the Rt. Honourable Keith Mitchell. (Applause)

Mr. President, each Ministry is a cog in the machine that synthesises this Vision.
With so much left to accomplish it is imperative that the Ministries are united in purpose
and this year's Budget Theme provides the basis for this unity, going forward.

As Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, | am pleased to
share with you the achievements, plans and projections for three (3) of these Ministries;
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, of course, the Ministry of Legal Affairs, and the Ministry
of Social Development, Housing and Community Development.

Mr. President, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs continues to promote Grenada’s Foreign Policy in
keeping with Government’s priorities, particularly, in the areas of Tourism, Education
and Agriculture. We also ensure that Grenada continues to maintain a positive profile,
regionally and internationally. And, again, now | am speaking about our reputation on
the international stage, regardless of what some documentaries may say. With regard
to this, Grenada is currently serving as Chair of the CARICOM Council for Foreign
Relations and Community Relations (COFCOR) and further abroad there are a number

of developments with our Missions.
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To start, the Permanent Mission to the United States has assumed an active role
in the Standing Committees of the United Nations. In February 2019, Her Excellency,
Keisha McGuire, Grenada Permanent Representative to the United Nations, was
elected Chair of the Special Committee on the Implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, which is quite a mouthful,
but she was elected to Chair that UN Committee for a term of one year. Grenada
Chairs this Special Committee for the first time, Mr. President, since joining in
December 1992. The said Permanent Representative also currently serves as the
Chair of the Small Island Development States Island Woman Open Network (IWON),
which is intended to help build the capacity of women to participate in the transformation
of the of the SIDS Energy Sector. The Permanent Representative will complete her
tenure, as a member of the Executive Council of this Committee in December 2019.
And, of course, Dr. the Rt. Honourable Keith Mitchell, continues to serve, as the
President of the SIDSDOC.

With regard to our Washington Mission, Mr. President, Grenada has been fully
engaged in the Inter-American System of the Organization of the American States.
Specifically, Grenada served as Chair of the Inter-American Council for Integral
Development during the period January to June, 2019. During this tenure, Grenada
convened and facilitated four (4) high level panels to discuss various aspects of integral
developments.

Grenada also assumed Chairmanship of the Permanent Council of the OECS
from July 1st to November 30", 2019. Mr. President, a major highlight during
Grenada’s Chairmanship of the Permanent Council of the OECS was the negotiation of
a Resolution to convene a Special Session in March, 2020, to elect the Secretary-
General and Assistant Secretary-General of the Organization. While, the Chairmanship
of the two (2) main Councils of the OAS are only for short periods, five (5) to six (6)
months, it has allowed Grenada to gain significant visibility on the world stage, as a
champion for more emphasis to be placed on building resilience for sustainable

development in line with our Government’s focus.
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As for our Comrades to the North, Mr. President, the Embassy of Grenada in
Havana continues to reinforce our Policy of solidarity and friendship with the
Government and People of Cuba. Among its many services, the Embassy provides
Consular Services to the sixty-three (63) Grenadian students currently in Cuba,
including provision of emotional material and other support. In 2019, nineteen (19)
private and seven (7) Government-sponsored Grenadians received medical treatment in
Havana. By virtue of an agreement with the Government of Grenada and Havana,
seven (7) patients receive free medical services in Cuba each year. But, the Embassy
also assists private patients with the cost of their medical services, transportation,

translation services, among others.

Mr. President: | don’'t want to stop your train of thought, | am so enthused by

your report, that | am wondering why the entire Senate is so mute. (Applause)

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Mr. President, | think it's probably still early

in the morning, so they're trying to shake the sleepiness off.

Mr. President: With all those accolades of what our women are doing,
internationally, | would have thought that, at least, the women Senators would find the

enthusiasm.

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: And, there are more achievements to come,
Mr. President. Continuing with the work of the Embassy in Havana, the Embassy has
embarked on a project to identify, record and connect persons in Cuba with their
relatives in Grenada. And thus far, approximately sixty (60) persons have been
identified. Many have connected with their relatives and have travelled to Grenada to
reunite with them. Now, there are many more things that the Embassy in Cuba is doing

for us, but, of course, | am restricted by time with my presentation.

(Inaudible comments by Mr. President)
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Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Pardon me, Mr. President.

Mr. President: 1 said, you can make certain suggestions there, now that we are
doing the review, because | strongly feel, really, that an hour is too limiting, but that’s

just the President’s opinion.

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Noted, Mr. President. Mr. President, the
Embassy of Grenada to the Russian Federation also continues to be a strong partner in
2019. It has negotiated scholarships with all major Universities in the Russian
Federation and other key Commonwealth of Independence State Regions in areas of
Information Technology, Engineering, Medicine, Music, Law Enforcement and
Renewable Energy. And, an Honourable Member on the ‘Other Side’ mentioned the
deficiency in opportunities for education, Mr. President, and I, for one, was bewildered
by that assertion, because if it's one thing we can say about this Government is that in

the area of the provision of scholarships, this Government...

(Applause)

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Is always on top.

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: ...is always on top. Thank you, Senator
Garraway. Several students, who would have graduated in 2019 from Universities in
Russia were accepted to Masters and PhD Programmes with assistance from the
Embassy in Russia.

On the Trade front, through the Embassy’s promotion of the CBI Programme, to
date, it has indirectly contributed over three million US dollars (US$3 m) to the National
Transformation Fund. The Embassy also assisted in the establishment of Trade
contracts for Grenadian products, including Rum and Cocoa Beans. Accordingly, to

date, approximately thirty (30) tons of Cocoa Beans from the Grenada Cocoa
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Association and over one thousand five hundred (1,500) bottles of Westerhall rums
have been delivered to Russia and CIS countries.

In the area of medical collaboration, the Government of Russia contributed two
hundred thousand US dollars (US$200,000) worth of neonatal equipment to the
Grenada Paediatrics Department. The Embassy also facilitated the execution of an
MOU between the Ministry of Health and the National Medical Research Centre of
Paediatrics, Hematology, Oncology and Immunology for further cooperation.

As for our Mission in China, Mr. President, the Embassy continues to promote
Grenada as an investment and Tourism destination. To this end, it helped to organise
‘Grenada Day’ at Beijing Expo 2019, which showcased our musical talents and
displaying many of our products, including our Spices, Rums and Chocolates. This
event was a tremendous success and has piqued the interest of a number of investors.
Additionally, the Chinese Mission has negotiated donations of toys, school supplies and
sporting equipment for the youth of Grenada, expected to arrive in time for Christmas.

Mr. President, this concludes the summary of the work of our overseas Missions
and we must thank all of the Diplomats, staff, and personnel who continue to contribute
to the development of our country.

Apart from the work of the Missions, the Ministry continues to strengthen its
bilateral relations with our allies. Our relationship with the People’s Republic of China
continues to bear fruit. In 2019, we negotiated one hundred million RMB, or thirty-eight
million US dollars (US$38 m), for the refurbishment of the Kirani James Athletics
Stadium and other infrastructural projects.

Further, hundreds of Grenadians continue to travel to China on short-term
training and long-term scholarships and, of course, | was a beneficiary of this. And, Mr.
President, it just amazes me, because in years gone by China would have been
considered a far-off place in the Orient, but now because of the efforts of the Chinese
Government and the Embassy here in Grenada, travelling to China is commonplace for
Grenadians. When we were returning from our trip to China, we encountered
Grenadians on the Airport that were just returning from Training courses. And, while |

was here, a colleague of mine, at the Ministry, a Security Guard, he messaged me to
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tell me he was on his way to China, and he'll be back before Christmas. So, thanks to
the Government of China, Mr. President, the world is becoming a smaller place, in a
good way, and we, in Grenada, within our one hundred and thirty-three (133) square
miles, we are becoming more exposed to the wider world around us. So, | think the

People's Republic of China deserves special commendation. (Applause)

Mr. President: It all started under the Revolution.

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Oh, okay. Well, it's good that it's continuing,
Mr. President.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Under this Government.

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Under the NNP?

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Yes.

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: He said the Revolution.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: It is continuing here.

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Oh, well, of course, of course, yes. Mr.
President, moving onto to China. | was about to skip this paragraph, but because my
good friend mentioned the dearth of educational offerings, | feel compelled to mention it.
We also have scholarship offerings from our friends in the Republic of Serbia, which we
encourage our youths to take advantage of. There are so many scholarships out there,
Mr. President.

So, for all of the young people, (well, you don’t have to be young), all of the

people looking on who are interested in furthering their studies, | encourage you to
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contact the Scholarship Desk, contact the Ministry of Education, the opportunities are
many and they are out there. Please, take advantage of them.

Mr. President, continuing with our bilateral relations, with Japan, we have signed
a Technical Cooperation Agreement in the amount of US$1.8 m to be used by the
Ministry of Fisheries to purchase equipment for the enhancement of the Fisheries
Sector.

Additionally, a new Roadmap Agreement was concluded with Morocco, which
provides five hundred thousand US dollars (US$500,000.00), per year, for projects,
including scholarships, in Education, Agriculture, Climate Change, Tourism and
Fisheries.

Our cooperation with our friends in India also continues and the Government of
India has made available to our Government, one million US dollars (US$1 m) for
infrastructure projects to be agreed upon by both sides.

Mr. President, we will also like to thank our friends from the United Kingdom for
reopening its Resident Office here in Grenada. This will serve to further strengthen our
traditional bilateral relations with the UK.

We continue to receive training and support from the Government and People of
Cuba, even while they face adversities under the US Economic and Financial Embargo.
Therefore, we express our gratitude to the leadership and people of Cuba for their
unwavering support. (Applause)

The same can be said for our brothers and sisters in the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela, as they continue to seek a resolution to their political impasse. We continue
to call for dialogue and a negotiated resolution and are encouraged by the progress
made in this regard. And, it just amazes me that the partners who have been suffering
the most adversities are the ones that we get a substantial amount of support from.
(Applause) You truly know you have a friend, when that friend is facing challenges and
still provides some form of support to you. So, | especially cherish our foreign Nations,
well, | don't want to say foreign, our close ties and relationship with those two (2)

countries. And, it will...

186



Senate Budget 2020
Held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
On Monday 2", Tuesday 3" and Wednesday 4" December, 2019.

Motions (Budget Debate)

(Inaudible comments by Mr. President)

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: And, as we’re speaking about, although this
doesn’t really fall under bilateral relations, but it would be remiss of me not to mention
the situation in Dominica, currently. Mr. President, it's quite sad that a situation like this
is unfolding so close to home. And, of course, there's talk of influence from other
foreign actors, whether that may be true or not, but we pray for a swift resolution to the
situation in Dominica. We pray for the maintenance of Law and Order and the Rule of
Law. And, we can only hope that whoever is out there pulling the strings that they
adhere to the international principles of non-intervention in the affairs of a sovereign
State and respect the sovereignty of Independent Nations. (Applause)

Continuing with the work of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in an effort to widen
our diplomatic reach and expand our bilateral cooperation in 2019, we have established
diplomatic relations with Albania, Bosnia, Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Czech Republic,
Hungary, Monaco, Montenegro, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Moldova, Ukraine and
Kyrgyzstan, basically the former USSR countries. Moldova, Uzbekistan and Georgia,
have unilaterally waived visa requirements for Grenadian citizens and we have
negotiated bilateral visa waivers that were ready for execution with Ukraine and
Belarus.

In 2020, Mr. President, the Ministry will be focused on enhancing trade and
investment opportunities, as well as procuring material and in-kind sponsorship for
Ministry led initiatives. In particular, we will be seeking to forge relationships with the
Commonwealth Nations of Africa, as thirty-four (34) of these Nations are represented in
Cuba. We are looking to use our links through that Embassy to establish those
connections with our African counterparts, Mr. President. And, it is said that no man

stands alone, that’s it?

One Member said: No man is an Island.
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Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: No man is an Island. But, while we are
literally an Island or a collection of Islands, Mr. President, figuratively, we cannot be an
Island. It is important that we maintain these relations with our neighbouring countries,
near and far, because we see the yields of those relationships, the scholarships, the
funding, the opportunities for cultural exchange, exchange of knowledge, the
broadening of the horizons of not only us, but also their horizons. | cannot count the
amount of times we had to explain to people, including West Africans, which boggles
my mind, where Grenada is, not only where Grenada is, but where the Caribbean is.
So, foreign relations, foreign policy and contact with the rest of the world is fundamental
to our survival. And, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs will continue to explore new
opportunities for collaboration and bilateral relationships with international actors, where
such partnerships coincide with the policies, goals and objectives of Government. As
we head into 2020, we are committed to doing our part to ensure that the collective
vision of 2035 is realized.

Mr. President, now we venture into the Ministry of Legal Affairs, which has had
guite an eventual year. As an Attorney, myself, | cannot ignore the systemic issues that
plague our Judiciary and my colleague Senator made mention of some of these in her
presentation yesterday, particularly, the challenges faced by our Registry, and it is
evident, Mr. President, that there is a lot of work to be done. But, the Ministry of Legal
Affairs acknowledges this and would be working assiduously, to find solutions, not only
to our fellow robed colleagues, but to the people whom we serve. In doing so, the
Ministry is guided by its vision to promote good governance and administer justice by
providing support to the Judiciary, legal advice and representation to Government,
Ministries and Departments through continuous reform and modernisation.

With regards to Legislation, Mr. President, in 2019, the Ministry of Legal Affairs
successfully drafted various pieces of Legislation for submission to Parliament. A total
of three (3) Acts, five (5) Amendments, thirty (30) Statutory Rules and Orders were
enacted for the period 1% of January to the 11" of November, 2019.

As it concerns State Legislation, there are several matters before the Court,

which raise important Constitutional questions and whose Judgements will have serious
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implications for the operations and powers of Government, moving forward. The
Ministry has done its best to provide competent and sound advice with regard to these
matters.

As for private matters, Mr. President, as of the 15" of November, 2019, a total of
eight hundred and fourteen (814) civil, criminal, matrimonial and appeal matters were
filed. Seven thousand and ninety-five (7,095) Bill of Sales, Deeds and Probates were
processed, three (3) Auction Sales were conducted and one (1) property successfully
auctioned. Also, thirty-two (32) Judgements and decisions were delivered by High
Court Judges and Masters of the Court.

Mr. President, the concerns over inordinate delays in the delivery of Judgements
from our Courts were voiced at this very forum last year, and the Ministry is pleased to
report that this has been addressed and the long outstanding Judgements have been
delivered and we are confident that the more recent ones will be delivered in a timelier
manner.

The Corporate Affairs and Intellectual Property Office (CAIPO) continues,
throughout 2019, to make its daily and consistent financial contribution to the
Consolidated Fund through registration of Businesses, Trademarks and Patents. As of
the 31% of October, half a million dollars was collected from registration of Businesses,
Trademarks and Patents. This is a positive indication, Mr. President, of the increase in
business activity in Grenada (applause) and we hope that this trend continues in 2020.

The issues facing the operations of our Courts, particularly, the Supreme Court,
as | previously alluded to, remain the most challenging for the Ministry. Since the
vacation of the LIME Building on the Carenage in 2018, efforts have been made to find
temporary housing for our High Courts. And, this year the Ministry of Works and the
Registry worked tirelessly to obtain, retrofit and furnish the first and second floors of the
CLICO building to house four (4) High Courts. While, the Ministry is proud of this
accomplishment, Mr. President, it recognizes that this is only a temporary solution, a
Band-Aid on a wound, so to speak, and it is steadfast in finding a permanent solution, or
a permanent home for our Courts in the form of a Halls of Justice Complex.

Accordingly, the Government has appointed a Cabinet subcommittee for this very
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purpose and this subcommittee continues to meet and review plans, as well as, sources
of funding in order to make this Halls of Justice a reality.

Mr. President, apart from the infrastructural issues there remains more systemic
concerns such as the backlog of Court matters. As of September 2019, for the first time
in the history of the State of Grenada, four (4) High Court Judges have been
permanently assigned to the jurisdiction. The Ministry is hopeful that in 2020, the
increase in personnel in Judicial Officers will result in a steady reduction of this backlog.

Further, Mr. President, the Court Reporting Unit, which is responsible for
recording and preparing transcripts of Court proceedings was significantly handicapped
following its displacement from the LIME building. However, arrangements were made
for assistance from external sources for the preparation of transcripts and two (2)
Transcriptionists were employed within the Registry. Mr. President, continued efforts
are being made to increase the personnel of the Units via the engagement and training
of IMANI trainees, (that was a bit redundant). Ultimately, Mr. President, the Court of
Appeal, in October 2019, was able to deal with a significant number of Appeals as the
transcripts for same were made available in advance.

The digitisation of legal records is one of the goals of the Ministry of Legal Affairs.
In June 2019, a consultancy was undertaken by the Compete Caribbean Facility to scan
and digitise the corporate records of CAIPO. A local Consultant is currently performing
this ongoing task. With regards to Trademark, the Industrial Property Automated
System (IPAS) which is currently being used for internal workflow and recording
previous registrations will be used as a daily log for applications and registrations of
Trademark in 2020.

Mr. President, as it relates to international instruments, the Ministry is pleased to
inform the Chamber that on the 26" of September, 2019, Grenada became the newest
State Party to the UN Convention against torture and other cruel, inhumane or
degrading treatments or punishments. Additionally, in the reaffirmation of Government’s
support for alternative dispute resolution, Grenada was one of forty-six (46) countries to

sign the United Nations Convention on International Settlement Agreements resulting
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from mediation. This Convention is expected to bring certainty and stability to the
international framework on mediation.

In 2020, the Ministry of Legal Affairs anticipates the following:

e Implementation of the second phase of the digitisation of CAIPO;

e Appointment of an Intellectual Property Committee, as the first phase of the

Grenada’s Intellectual Property Strategy;

e Review of the fees structure for registration of Companies and Businesses

names with the objective to make it comparable to other OECS countries;

e Implementation of the Patent Act and the enactment of the Geographical

Indication Bill;

e Implementation of the Interviewing of Suspects for Serious Crimes Act, 2014,

which allows video and audio recording of interrogations; and

e Continued efforts to reduce the backlog of matters within the Court System

and in general the most seamless functioning of the Judicial System.

Mr. President, the Ministry of Legal Affairs wishes to express its sincere gratitude
and appreciation to the staff of the Ministry of Legal Affairs, Supreme Court Registry,
the Corporate and International Property Office (CAIPO), the Office of the Director of
Public Prosecution, the Magistracy, the Bench, the President and members of the Bar
and the people of Grenada, who were all adversely affected by the infrastructural and
other challenges facing our legal system.

The Ministry will continue to work wholeheartedly with all stakeholders to
continuously improve our Justice System and provide and facilitate the provision of
quality legal services in the most efficient manner.

Mr. President, | now move on to the efforts of the Ministry of Social Development,
Housing and Community Development. This Ministry stands resolute in the fulfilment of
their role, defined as follows, and | quote: “To provide equitable and sustainable
improvement in the quality of life of all citizens, in particular, the needy of our
society, the elderly, families, victims of abuse, children, young offenders and

persons in need of immediate financial and material assistance.” This, Mr.
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President, falls squarely under the Theme for this year's Budget Presentation,
particularly, the empowerment of our communities. A development model that is not
people-focused cannot succeed. And, in this vain, this Ministry which directly affects
the livelihood of the people of Grenada is at the core of the fulfilment of any vision. The
Ministry recognises the gravity of its function and is ready to fulfil its mandate. The work
done by the Ministry in 2019 and the expectations for 2020, will be explored under the
areas of Housing, the SEED Programme, the Juvenile Justice Programme, other social
services and the Division of Gender and Family Affairs.

Housing

Provision of adequate Housing coincides with the human rights to an adequate
standard of living. It also has deeper significance for the upliftment of the human spirit
and the preservation of human dignity. With this in mind, the Government has made
significant investments in improving and expanding the housing stock in Grenada.
(Applause) For the first half of 2019, we provided material assistance to over four
hundred and twelve (412) families Mr. President. It was evident that the six million
dollars ($6 m) allocation of 2019, was not sufficient to meet the needs of the masses.
Therefore, the allocation of the Housing Programme was increased by $2.6 m, making
the total allocation for 2019, $8.6 m. This action, Mr. President, is a clear demonstration
of the Government responsiveness to the immediate needs of the people.

The embedding of a Housing Brigade Unit within the Ministry has ensured the
more efficient delivery of the service. Thus, for the period January to August 2019, the
Housing Brigade provided building assistance for the construction of one hundred and
twenty-four (124) new houses, twenty-eight (28) annexes and the repair of one hundred
and forty-six (146) houses.

Our Government has also continued to improve our housing stock through the
Low Income Housing Development Programme. With the generous assistance from the
People's Republic of China, the Ministry will be providing a total of six hundred and forty
seven (647) housing units for our people. Work is currently progressing on housing
projects in the Parishes of St. Mark, St. David, St. Patrick and St. George, and, of
course, on our Sister Isle of Carriacou, which are projected to be completed in 2020.
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Mr. President: | may be forced to announce the suspension of lunch, if we
continue to be affected by what we popularly call, Nigeritist. (Laughter)

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Well, thank you for that intervention, Mr.

President. Thank you for that intervention.

(Inaudible Comment by Mr. President)

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Not at all, not at all, it just took me a while to
process what you said. Yes, Mr. President, if | may continue. Continuing to the SEED
Programme, Mr. President. In addition to the provision of adequate housing, the
Ministry continues to prioritize the needs of the vulnerable through our Support for
Education, Empowerment and Development, the SEED Programme. Projected
expenditure for this Programme by the end of 2019, is seventeen million, eight hundred
and forty-three thousand, six hundred and twenty-five dollars ($17,843,625.00).

Currently, the Programme is assisting six thousand, one hundred and nine
(6,109) consisting of ten thousand and eighteen (10,018) individuals. In 2019, the
Programme saw the enrolment of three hundred and seventy-four (374) beneficiaries,
including students’ beneficiaries, who have recorded outstanding academic results.
Moving forward the Ministry plans to review the Programme including an Impact
Assessment of the beneficiaries, recertification of the Beneficiary Registry and training
of the staff.

Moving on to Juvenile Justice. Juvenile Justice remains a key area of focus in
the Ministry of Social Development. The rehabilitation of young offenders and the
harnessing of their potential for their successful reintegration into society is the ultimate
goal of Juvenile Justice. We are cognisant of the nuances involved and the importance
of this investment in our human resource. Thus, we continue to make significant efforts
to strengthen our Juvenile Justice Unit.

In the first Quarter of 2019, Mr. President, two (2) new staff were added to this

Unit, in the persons of a Community Reintegration Officer and a Junior Social Worker.
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These persons will assist in the reintegration of Juveniles through the provision of
linkages to support services and psychosocial support. In 2020, a Director of Juvenile
Justice will be joining the team, as Head of the Unit to continue with the institutional
strengthening of the process.

The Juvenile Justice Unit is currently engaging a consultancy team for the
development of Diversion Programmes in Grenada. The purpose of Diversion, Mr.
President, is to engage youth in conflict with the Law and at-risk youth, before they
enter the formal Criminal Justice System and provide alternative Programme options to
assist with addressing maladaptive behaviours.

In 2020, the priorities of the Ministry, with regard to Juvenile Justice include the
implementation of the Juvenile Mentorship Programme, the development of an
Apprenticeship Programme, the amendment of the Juvenile Justice related Legislation,
the training of personnel in trauma intervention and the development of a Diversion
Policy and accompanying protocols, just to mention of few. So, the Ministry of Social
Development is doing a lot of work, Mr. President. | had to try very hard to condense
their report and | have omitted a number of things. And, as | mentioned, in my
introductory remarks, to this segment of the report, the provision of Social Services is at
the core, is at the core of the fulfilment of any vision for this Country, because it directly
affects the livelihoods of people. It's a bread and butter issue. We want to know that
you have a house. We want to know that you have access to Social Services. So, |
mean, this may be a bit premature, because | still have to go on to discuss the other
achievements of the Ministry, but | think | must pause here to commend the Minister
and the personnel in the Ministry of Social Services for (applause) the stellar work that
they’re doing. And, now | continue with the other social services.

Mr. President, Social Work. In the area of Social Work, the Social Work Unit
continues to provide support services to families throughout Granada via Court
Referrals, or cases referred by the Police and client engagements in communities. In
2019, thus far, the Division assisted over two thousand, two hundred and thirty-seven
(2,237) persons, comprising one thousand, five hundred and eighty-nine (1,589)

community interventions, three hundred and twenty-one (321) Social Enquiry Reports
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requested by the Court; one hundred and eight (108) burial assistance and seventeen
(17) fire victims’ assistance.

The Probation Unit

The Probation Unit, in collaboration with the Legal Aid and Counselling Clinic,
facilitates community service placements for juveniles in conflict with the Law. The
arrangement, which forms part of the Diversion Programme, which | mentioned earlier,
requires that each young person complete at least twenty (20) hours of community
service under the supervision of Probation Officers.

The Unit also provides assistance to at-risk youth for enrolment in skills
Programmes at other vocational institutions such as NEWLO and TAMCC. In addition
to placement assistance, Mr. President, the Programme also provides our young people
with the necessary funding for registration and other needed materials. The Ministry
recognises that the nurturing of our children in the early stages of their development is
essential in cultivating well-adjusted young adults and preventing their descent into a life
of crime. Hence, the Early Childhood Unit continues to place enormous emphasis on
the early stimulation of children through constant support for childcare services. As part
of this thrust, the Ministry is anticipating, in 2020, the opening of the doors of the Mt.
Horne Child Development Centre, which shall accommodate over one hundred (100)
children in the village of Mt. Horne.

Mr. President, | think that it was implied, | may be wrong, but | think it was implied
by one of our colleagues that not much emphasis is being placed on the elderly, I'm
subject to correction, of course, Mr. President. But, Mr. President, our Ministry, the
Ministry of Social Development have also ensured that our elderly population is
adequately catered to. Much of this is done through the Desk for the Elderly, which is
another Unit within the Ministry. This Unit is responsible for supervising geriatric care
facilities, providing persons with adult care products and the inspection of geriatric
homes. The capacity of the Unit has recently been increased by the addition of two (2)
additional staff members.

By 2020, Mr. President, it is expected that individuals sixty (60) years or older
would constitute 20% of the Grenadian population, a significant increase from 10% in
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2017. In response to this reality, and | spoke about responsiveness before, the Ministry,
in partnership with PAHO conducted a situational analysis on the ageing population in
Grenada geared towards the formulation of an Ageing Policy and Strategic Plan.
(Applause) Mr. President, that's what you call foresight. We are not waiting to become
like Japan. We see that we have an ageing population that we would need to cater to
and we are taking steps now to develop a Policy and a Strategy.

Mr. President, the Counselling Unit. Another component of the Social Services
construct is this Unit. This Unit continues its mission to provide psychological support to
individuals and families. To help achieve its objectives, the Ministry has employed two
(2) additional Counsellors in 2019. This year, one hundred and seventy-six (176)
individuals received counselling. Ten (10) inmates completed the Anger Management
Counselling at Her Majesty's Prison. Six (6) families who lost their homes due to fire
benefited from crisis intervention and eight (8) families received psychosocial
assistance due to sudden deaths, among others, Mr. President.

In 2020, our priorities for Social Services include, improving intervention
strategies for individuals, families and communities; improving services to the court;
services offered to the elderly; improving the quality of Early Childhood services for
children up to three (3) years old, and public sensitisation on the importance of Anger
Management Skills, Conflict Resolution Skills, Problem-Solving and Decision-Making
Skills. And, these are just a few of the areas that the Ministry plans to address in 2020.
Believe me, the list was much longer, Mr. President.

And finally, the Division of Gender and Family Affairs. The Ministry, through the
Division of Gender and Family Affairs is in the process of improving its national
machinery for gender equality and the advancement of women in Grenada.
Accordingly, the Division has expanded the structure of the Inter-Ministerial Council of
Gender Focal Points. Therefore, thirty (30) Gender Focal Points, twenty-five (25)
females and five (5) males and twenty-three (23) alternates, seventeen (17) females
and six (6) males have already been identified. The Division continues to assist with the
strengthening of families through the National Parenting Programme. Cycles of Parents

in Education were delivered to parents and guardians in Paradise Antenatal Clinic,
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Grenville and St. George's for Court referred clients. Fifty-six (56) parents were
provided with parenting education through this initiative, Mr. President. (Applause)

Mr. President, | think it was mentioned briefly, by one of my colleagues, that
Gender-based Violence is an issue, in Grenada, that needs addressing, and it’'s a very
serious issue and | can assure you that the Ministry of Social Development is cognisant
of that and has implemented a number of measures with more to come to address this
problem. (Applause) And, in fact, Mr. President, so crucial is this issue that a specific
Unit has been created to address it and that is the Gender Based Violence Unit. It has
been active this year, providing assistance to one hundred and twenty (120) adult
victims and survivors of intimate partner and sexual violence. (Applause) The Unit
continued providing assistance to about three hundred (300) victims, who need long-
term care and support. And, | think it's important to emphasise this part, because we're
not just dealing with cases briefly and sending the women and victims back into their
situations, but providing long-term assistance to those affected, Mr. President.

The Ministry ascribes to the belief that ‘prevention is better than cure.” Therefore,
it has sought to address the attitudes and beliefs that lead to Gender-based Violence by
starting a Sensitisation Programme targeted at schools. The Unit has so far, visited
sixteen (16) Secondary Schools and reached nine hundred and seventy (970) students.
But, not only students have been reached, Mr. President, the parents and teachers,
some of whom are also suffering in silence have also been affected, positively, by this
Outreach Programme.

In 2020, the Division will be focused on policy and strategy development,
engaging men and women in educational campaigns to promote gender equality,
implementation of the Women's Initiative for Skills and Empowerment Programme,
known as WISE and the National Gender Equality Policy and Action Plan (GEPAP).
So, we can expect those to be implemented in the coming year.

Mr. President, | also want to mention, again, that there is a Special Victims’ Unit
to deal with victims of sexual abuse. There is a Victims’ Unit Hotline, which the public
can access to report incidences of sexual abuse. There is also a Protocol to deal with

responding and addressing instances of sexual abuse.
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And, this concludes, Mr. President, the presentation on behalf of the Ministry of
Social Development, Housing and Community Development. But, as we are speaking
about gender issues, gender mainstreaming and gender equality, it would be remiss of
me not to mention the great feat that this Government has accomplished in the area of
Women Political Representation. (Applause)

Mr. President, this Government has always maintained a Policy of equality and
inclusivity.  Accordingly, women have always been featured prominently in this
Government. The current composition of our Cabinet and Parliament bears testament
to this. Of the fifteen (15) or fourteen (14) Constituent Members of the House of

Representatives seven (7) are women, making its female composition 47%.

(Inaudible comments by Mr. President)

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Well, Mr. President, that’s why | qualify with

our fourteen (14), so fifteen; fifteen (15) Members? Yes.

(Inaudible Comments by Mr. President)

Mr. President: Unless and until the Boundaries Commission, with the
appropriate instruments, creates more Constituencies. But, there are fifteen (15),

irrespective of who may represent them at any one time.

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Mr. President, | stand corrected. Yes, Mr.
President, guided, as we would say in Court. So, Mr. President, that solidifies the
number. So, it means that 47% of our Parliament comprises women and these seven
(7) female Members of Parliament hold Ministerial Portfolios.

The Senate, this House also has a strong female presence with 1/3 of the twelve
(12) Senators being female. And, it is worthy of note, that overall, meaning in the entire
world, Grenada ranks 6™ for proportion of female Parliamentarians, Mr. President.
(Applause)
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We are behind only Rwanda, Cuba, Bolivar, Mexico and Sweden. And, Mr.
President, when we attend these workshops, people are shocked, people are absolutely
flummoxed that this is the situation in Grenada. And, | am always surprised by how
surprised they are, because | can only speak for myself, but | have grown up in a culture
where women in empowerment was the norm. And, | have never felt marginalised, or |
have never felt that | could not accomplish what | wanted to by virtue of my gender and,
of course, this isn't the reality for many women. But, I think in Grenada, especially there
is a culture of strong women (applause) and women’s participation in public life, and
women political participation. And, | don't know exactly what is the cause of this, but |
am very happy that | am a beneficiary of this culture, and | am very proud to say that |
am from Grenada, and this is the status of women in Grenada, currently, and we are

only getting better, Mr. President. (Applause)

Mr. President: If | may just make a brief interjection here. Senator James,
without delving too much on the personal side, because, as you know, | sit on an
International Parliamentary Body, and when | tell them and | hope | am right on this, so |
am taking a chance. | said to them that the youngest Senator in my Chamber was

twenty-four (24). Is this correct?

Sen. the Hon. Kerryne James: No, Mr. President. | recently turned twenty-two

in October.

Mr. President: Well, okay, yes, well, | made an error. But when | said that the
youngest Member of the House of Senate was female and was twenty-four (24), | mean
the entire audience gave a standing ovation. Now, the next time | attend and admit that
| made a mistake and it's twenty-two (22), it will certainly go down in the records.
(Laughter) I just thought I should just interject on that point there, because it’'s really in

fact, a very significant point. Yes.

199



Senate Budget 2020
Held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
On Monday 2", Tuesday 3" and Wednesday 4" December, 2019.

Motions (Budget Debate)

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Yes, Mr. President, agreed. And, lastly on
this issue, Mr. President, because in some countries there are special quotas to achieve
gender balance and so on. But, | want to say that this situation that we have here, in
terms of female representation was not achieved by quotas or special legislation. But,
Mr. President, it was achieved by the provision of a supportive infrastructure for aspiring
and current female politicians and the efforts of the Government to exemplify inclusive
representation; and, Mr. President, the political will of our Leader, Dr. the Rt.
Honourable Keith Mitchell. (Applause)

Mr. President, as | close, it would be remiss of me, and | keep saying that a lot,
not to acknowledge the work of the Ministry of Finance and the work that they have

done and continue to do...

Mr. President: You have fifteen (15) minutes more.

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Fifteen (15)7?

Mr. President: Yes.

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Thank you, Mr. President... in the
preparation of these Estimates and in the general management of our finances. We
thank them sincerely, for their continued diligence.

Mr. President, | am bewildered that ‘fiscal prudence’ has become a term that is
mocked. | can't understand it. What is laughable about being fiscally prudent, Mr.
President? Whether the advice came from the IMF or from the aliens, Mr. President, it
is a good thing, (applause) and we should be proud that we have maintained this
culture of being fiscally prudent. And we see the benefits of it, Mr. President, all of the
grants, all of the concessionary loans, the special treatment that we receive, the
reduction in our debt, the ability to direct more of our funds from debt payments to
Social Services, Mr. President. It is beyond me that something so positive could be
looked upon in a mocking way, Mr. President, but, maybe, | am the strange one.
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Mr. President: Well, you are not alone, because | could not understand myself
how a reduction in the Debt to GDP Ratio doesn't position you to provide better health

services. | can’t understand.

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Same, Mr. President.

Mr. President: | am trying. | am in a learning stage, so, | am not making a

scathing statement. | am only exposing my quest for learning.

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Mr. President, | realised that you cannot
please people. When the debt is high, you hear we need to reduce the debt, our
children will suffer, it's a noose around our necks. We've reduced the debt and now
we're hearing, well, what is a big deal, it makes no difference. So, Mr. President, it
behoves us to not take these comments seriously, because we know, in our hearts, that
what we're doing is the right thing and that our children and our children's children will
benefit from our wise financial Policies now.

Mr. President, this Budget is a continuation of the road map to Vision 2035. And,
it is my hope that our Nation can embrace this Vision collectively at a time when
ambitions are fractured, at a time when seeds of divisiveness continue to be sown and
the Nation’s development is often collateral in Political War Games. And, on the subject
of Political War Games, | mean | used the word ‘war’ loosely, | would like to address
some of the comments made by colleagues on the ‘Other Side’, because, Mr. President,
some of them are simply inaccurate.

In the area of Health, Mr. President, it was said, quite confidently, that there are
no Oncologists, Urologists, among others in Grenada. Mr. President, one Oncologist
that we have here present in Grenada is called Dr. Santos. The Urologist, Mr.
President, is Dr. Yearwood. We also have a Psychiatrist, Mr. President. And, if you
allow me, | will just like to list, for the benefit of the House and the viewing public, the list
of Medical Specialists that we have in Grenada: Ear, Nose and Throat Specialist,

Orthopaedists, Neurosurgeons, Paediatrics Surgeon, Internal Medicine Specialists,
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Psychiatrists, Neonatologists, Anaesthesiologists, ICU Specialists, Obstetrics and
Gynaecologists, Ophthalmologists. Mr. President, this is becoming a tongue twister.
Pathologists Oncologists, Nephrologists and many other ists, which | am having trouble
pronouncing.

But, Mr. President, I think it is irresponsible to make these statements at such a
forum, because there are people out there listening to this. Yes, we have issues in our
Health System that we have acknowledged; that's the thing. Our Government
acknowledge the problems that we have to fix, but we are working assiduously, to
remedy those problems; and | think that we must be given some credit for that, Mr.
President. (Applause)

Mr. President, as it relates to Medical Facilities, if you'll allow me to refer to
paragraph 6.3 of the Budget Statement where it's clearly stated that in addition to the
refurbishment and retrofitting work already undertaken at some Health Facilities,
including the Grand Anse Medical Station, the Melville Street Health Centre and the
Vincennes Medical Station, several other facilities will receive similar upgrades in 2020.
And, | want to point to the brand new, well, it's not yet completed, but it's under
construction, Medical Facility in Gouyave, St. John, Mr. President. (Applause)

Additionally, Phase Il of the General Hospital is now complete and occupancy of
the new building is scheduled to begin by the end of this year. (Applause)

Mr. President, | have made mention already of some of the educational
opportunities that this Government has provided. It's no secret that there are millions of
dollars in scholarships available to the people of Grenada, but mention was made of our
Libraries. And, | also want to point out that the Grenada Schools’ Inc., through their
efforts twenty-eight (28) Primary Schools around the country have new Libraries and to
date more than nine million EC dollars (EC$9 m) has been spent on this initiative.
(Applause) So, we want to commend our stakeholders for that, and | am also aware
that there is an on-going efforts to secure funding for the rehabilitation of the Public
Library.

Mr. President, in relation to our roads, | can vaguely remember a period when the

CCC was not operational in Grenada, and we had some of the worst road conditions |
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have ever seen, Mr. President. But, now although we have a lot of work to be done,
every weekend you can see the gangs on the road, which provide a form of income to

the workers...

Mr. President: | prefer the word ‘Team’.

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: A Team, Mr. President.

(Inaudible Comments by Mr. President)

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: | stand corrected.

(Inaudible Comments by Mr. President)

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: But | understand the negative connotation,
so | agree that | should use Team. So, we see these Teams or Brigades almost every

weekend.

(Inaudible Comments by Mr. President)

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Yes, Mr. President, we can see these
Brigades almost every weekend repairing the roads. But, there are a number of Road
Repair Projects that are upcoming. We have the Western Main Road Project and we
also have the St. Patrick Main Road Project, which | believe is on-going. So, efforts are
being made to repair our roads, | mean in addition to the temporary fixes. But, there are
projects to improve our Road Network, substantially. So, the House and our colleagues
can be assured of that, Mr. President.

Mr. President, | was again bewildered, and | am using that word a lot, by the
statement that ‘environmental protection is not at the top of our agenda.” Mr. President,

last year's Budget Presentation, maybe that's why it wasn’t included in the booklet this
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year, but last year's Budget Presentation, a significant portion, if not the majority of the
presentation dealt with environmental protection and those efforts are continuing into
this year. We have the Climate Resilient Cities, the Smart Cities, regardless of what our
colleague might have said about it, they are Smart City Projects. We have the
enforcement of our Littering Laws. We have the Biodegradable Act that was passed
making the use of single plastics illegal. So, Mr. President, that statement was quite
inaccurate. | don’t understand how it can be said that environmental protection is not a
top priority, when we have a whole Ministry dedicated to Climate Resilience.
(Applause)

Mr. President, if you'll just allow me. Mr. President, a colleague had mentioned, |
believe yesterday, a big fuss was being made about the rate of implementation.
Through my close work with the Ministry of Works, Mr. President, | have some idea,
though not the full picture, but some idea of the work that goes into obtaining grant
funding, and it is a long, arduous process. Considering that there is a Ministry of
Implementation responsible for coordinating projects from all of the different Ministries,
to get these grant funds, there are numerous documents that need to be prepared,
numerous meetings, negotiations, contracts this thick... (member indicating with her
hand) ...that need to be reviewed and signed, timelines, Project Managers that need to
be hired, Tenders that need to go out for the hiring of those Project Managers and other
personnel. It's really a very complicated process.

So, the Government is aware of the causes of this delay and they are seeking to
make the process more expedient through, for example, the engagement of more
Personnel in the Ministry of Implementation and the streamlining of the processes. So, |
am sorry that the colleague, who mentioned it is not here, and | am limited in my
knowledge of all of the intricacies of obtaining grant funding and so on. But, | am sure if
he sits down with a PS, they might spend the day or two going through this very intricate
process. So, Mr. President, the rate of implementation, yes, it's an issue, but the

Government is fully aware of the limitations.

(Time Bell rings)
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Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Was that the bell? Is my time up?

(Inaudible comments by Mr. President)

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Okay. Yes, | am about to wrap up, Mr.

President, five (5) minutes.

(Inaudible comments by Mr. President)

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Yes, Mr. President. So | would just conclude
on that point that the Government is aware of the problems of implementation and there
are plans in place to improve it, hence the projected increase in grant funding. But, of
course, it's virtually impossible to explain all of that in a succinct Budget presentation.
But, if the colleague is interested in learning the finer details, he can personally consult
with the officials in the Ministry of Implementation.

Mr. President, I'll have to leave that point out, so let me just...

Mr. President: No new points.

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: No new points. Mr. President, vision without
collective action is nothing but a dream. So, we must all work together, in spite of
political differences, ‘Both Sides,” how many sides there are, to realise this Vision. The
essence of democracy demands constructive, and the key word is ‘constructive’, critical
discourse, but this should always be in good faith and with the goal of furthering the
interest of our Nation.

Mr. President: The extension was for you to say ‘thank you.’

(Laughter)
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Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: So, Mr. President, we, the Government and
the people are well poised to make 2020 another successful leg in our journey, so let us
now go forth together with common purpose and common resolve, as we continue to
build our beloved Nation. In this vein, | fully endorse the Estimates of Revenue and

Expenditure for 2020, and | thank you. (Applause)

Mr. President: 1 think there are a few minutes that we can play around with. |
want to take a five (5) minute adjournment. So, we will adjourn for a brief five (5)

minutes. The House now stands adjourned for five (5) minutes.

Senate adjourns for five (5) minutes.

Senate resumes.

Mr. President: Pray be seated. Honourable Members, so the discourse now
moves to ‘This Side’ of the House, Senator Andre Lewis and, of course, you are familiar

with the time rules. Yes?

Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: Yes. Thank you, very much, Mr. President. Mr.
President, before | go into the official response and comments on the Budget
Presentation and matters of general and National importance, I, too, want to, like,
through you, my Comrade on the ‘Other Side,” Senator Cathisha, raised deep concerns
about the unfolding events in Dominica, and to call for, what one would loosely say, that
good sense prevail and ask outside forces and to be extremely frank in this House, as a
Sovereign State, and as a people who have experienced some of the challenges that
Dominica may be experiencing right now, in terms of what one would call, geopolitics,
because | think that this is what is at play here, is to ask the Regional Bodies to be
guided by the principle of mutual respect and allowing the people of Dominica to decide

their own outcome.
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For me, as a Grenadian and as a Caribbean person, | know quite a few
Comrades in Dominica, and they are from either side of the political fence and they
have their strong views and issues, but we have a duty in the Region. We have a duty
in the Region, when we see matters like these unfolding; and once we feel that outside
forces, especially not in the immediate Caribbean Region, trying to influence, one way
or another, be it on the left, or the right, or the middle, that are creating unusual
discomfort, as is happening in Dominica, to the citizens of Dominica, we have a right to
speak out on it. (Applause) | would want to do that, and to endorse the activities of
CARICOM, who have agreed, to the best of my understanding, to make some form of
intervention, by being present on the ground, and | think we ought to be guided by the
reports and outcome, as whatever it be, by our CARICOM brothers under that umbrella.

So, | just wanted to put that on the Table.

Mr. President: Could | anticipate, therefore, that we will hear a statement from

the Caribbean Congress of Labour and maybe the Grenada TUC?

Sen. the Hon. Andre Lewis: Well, | would love to hear from the Government of
Grenada also. | thought | would have heard that, but | understand this. It is something
that | have given thought to, but as | said, it is something that we have to craft. We are
faced with a number of things. | think it is a matter | would take up. | know, in terms of
Nation States, the issue of balancing sometimes is a bit more ticklish, but | also believe
that there comes a time in National Regional issues, when States, in finding balance
and | speak of St. Vincent, in particular, who tends, sometimes, to go out front. There
can be ways of expressing concerns in a very balanced way. So, it is something that |
would look into, from the point of view of CCL and the TUC. But, then, also, there is a
thought that has been bothering my mind, as for Caribbean Governments, not just
through the umbrella Organisation, probably, to give consideration to, because the
Election is on the 6. Today is Tuesday and if these things are not managed and
influenced by us in the Region, who would want to see the best for the Dominican

people, whichever ways it goes in making some strong interventions, in terms of our
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statements, none of us knows what will happen, but | would look into this matter. Thank
you very much, Mr. President, and my colleagues here and on the ‘Other Side.’

Let me indicate that in relation to the Budget, the Theme of the Budget and the
Vision, relative to Vision 2035, it is something that, and | am speaking here of Vision
2035, the Plan that we have been working on, and | identify myself, as a member of the
Steering Committee that worked on the Plan and continues to work and of the TUC'’s
involvement, it is something that we endorse, that we are working towards. There are
some things that we have to iron out still, because although it has been laid before
Parliament, | would not go into the details, because we had what | would considered to
be very timely and successful joint meeting of the Technical Working Group, the
Steering Committee, sometime last week, so we are continuing to work in that direction.
And, as a Government, any Government will know that the history of the Labour
Movement, Organized Labour has always been patriotic and has always been
committed to National development, that's a fact. (Applause) We will have strong
differences and we will pursue our objectives of looking out for the working class,
because that is the mission of the Labour Movement. The Government, just as you are
faced with when there are issues confronting Nations, you have to weigh your different
interests. We have that interest of looking after the interests of the working class and
we do so without any apologies, but we do so in the context of Nation development.
Because there are different interest groups, we will have differences of opinion, but it is
absolutely no fact, as an overarching statement and | will get to the specifics in a while,
that despite the progress that Grenada has made, and we have made a lot, through the
sacrifices of the people during the Structural Adjustment Programme, that these
benefits, the performance of the Economy, is not being felt by quite a number people,
and | speak here of the rural economy in particular. Yes, we are doing much better.
We are doing much better, absolutely, no doubt, and what is actually responsible for
that too, we got a haircut of about 50%. Our workers have been the ones whose
pockets can be reached, in relation to the taxes and | know that the Ministry of Finance
is working on its Compliance Rate, but it has always been accepted that much more

needs to be done in reaching the self-employed and the professionals, in relation to
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getting the taxes that ought to be collected, so it is in this context colleagues that |
would just going into some specifics.

Let us see, Mr. President, what is in the Budget 2020 for the workers. | will focus
quite a number of my attention, interchanging between the Budget Statement and the
Estimates. One of the noted absences, | do not want to say omission, that | have found
in the Budget Statement is that in previous years, one was able to pick up the
Statement and have identified, in the Statement, at least the top ten (10) list of
allocation by Votes. Yes, it is just a noted absence | have seen this year.

If you go to page (5), under Public Debts, | am dealing with the Budget
Statement. The Labour Movement supports and is happy with the strides on the Debt
as a ratio to GDP. However, we must be mindful that in achieving these ratios, Mr.
President, as | heard mentioned by my Colleague on the ‘Other Side,” whereas it is
good to pay down on your Debt, as quickly as possible, but it must also be done in the
context that you are not paying back so much that it may not be possible to have more
spending power for areas that are needed. And, it boggles my mind, as to whether or
not this is impacting on the Health System, because, as the Government will say and
which is correct, one has to be prudent in your allocation of resources and there is a
common saying that one must not allow the grass to be growing while the horse is
starving, and | would add further, while the horse is not feeding well enough, because
you may not be starving, but your diet may be as such that it requires improvement.

Page (6), under page (6), where, on page (6) there is an issue, where the
Presenter of the Statement speaks about remarks made about the flippant nature of
amending the FRA. Well, the Grenada Trades Union Council, for the avoidance of
doubt, repeats its opposition to the Sections of the FRA, which legislates against Free
Collective Bargaining and calls for their repeal. This is not a flippant remark. There are
sections of the FRA that contravenes the principle of Free Collective Bargaining. If from
day one you tell me that there is a Legislation, which caps what | can ask for, in terms of
my salary negotiations, you are impacting on my ability to negotiate freely.

The Labour Movement has consistently demonstrated, both in the Public Sector

and Private Sector, that we are understandable and appreciative, when an employer,
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because in this case we are dealing with Government as an employer. The workers are
working with Government, as salaried workers. Once an employer demonstrates his
inability to meet certain demands, we negotiate fairly and fiercely, but we compromise.

Our history in Grenada has shown that we have taken a number of one-offs, and
there was no FRA, that Section of the FRA, the Labour Movement supports the FRA.
But, there are Sections of the FRA that limits our ability to negotiate freely, and it lends
itself to mistrust. It lends itself to mistrust. What have we done, over the past forty (40)
years, the past forty-four (44) years, the past twenty (20) years to have shown us to be
unreasonable? The question would arise, why was it necessary to single out the
Labour Movement? There is no other section in this society that has been singled out.
There is the 2% on Primary Expenditure Rule, but that is general, that is general.
Within that 2% rule, Mr. President, one can tingle around with the allocation.

Labour has been singled out, and, therefore, we once again repeat, this is not a
flippant remark. This is a genuinely deep concern that we have and we call for the
repeal of this Section of the FRA. As a matter of fact, it is not unheard of, or it is not
unreasonable to make a call for amendments to the FRA. For whatever reason, the
FROC has asked for certain amendments, but it was not said that the response was not
in this way. The Government has responded, through the Minister for Finance that they
would continue to look into what is necessary. As a matter of a fact, | will put it early up.

| hold the view, shared by most of my Comrades and Colleagues, Mr. President,
that given what we are currently experiencing in the Country, lack of resources in the
Health Facility, which | would develop on, because today | want to give a large portion
of our presentation to Health. It is part of the working class issue. It impacts workers
more. We cannot just get up and go abroad for medical attention. | want us to bear that
in mind. The Government will make a decision. | am not saying closer to the election,
because Oil and Gas was announced, and | look forward to see what can be the next
announcement, because those of us who know us, we sit and we analysis years ahead,
we try to do that. It is quite possible that the 2% rule may be amended to 3 or 4%. | did
a quick calculation, and if our GDP for rounded discussions, easily, let us just say | think
it's $3 b, three point something billion dollars. If they give you an additional 2% to
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spend on the previous year, it gives you one hundred and something million dollars. It
gives you that. You know what that can do for the hospital? And, we have large
surpluses. This is not a call that the Labour Movement is just making, because we want
to be in a fight. These are ordinary Grenadians, while we boast and have been proud of
our economic achievements. We can do this on paper and we can have it banked up,
but if our people in Health, for instance, and the other areas that | will touch upon, are
not feeling these benefits, we have to find that lever to release that pressure.

On page (13), captioned, ‘Retired Public Officers,” where it has been boldly
stated that the Labour Movement abandoned the negotiating Collective Bargaining
process, relative to the discussion on Pension and Gratuity and took the matter to
Court. But, that is furthest from the truth. We did not abandon the Collective Bargaining
process. As a matter of a fact, it was the Labour Movement that insisted on a
negotiated settlement. We took this approach, when the Government reneged on the
MOU. | want to repeat; the Labour Movement and the Public Sector Unions went to the
Court after the Government reneged on the Agreement within the MOU, relative to
Gratuity and sought to impose its will by rushing us, railroading us to get the State
control, railroading us, through the Ministry of Labour, ultimately, to send us to
Arbitration, within the context of where the Government went and got the Court opened
on a Saturday to file an injunction against us, the first time in our history. No other
Government has done that, and yet still we continue to solider on, in terms of National
development. These are the realities. These are the realities. So, we did not
abandoned that to go to the Court. As a matter of a fact, we have gone back to the
Court, to get what we went to the Court to get for Sister Hermilyn Armstrong and others.
We did not go to the Court, and our past Leaders, would know this, because they led
us. They would have gone to the Court to get Pension and Gratuity, as it was before
1983 to all Public Officers, all permanent Public Officers. So, this is what we have gone
back to the Court to get, because the Government reneged. The Government has

reneged on that Agreement.
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Support for the Elderly

| am just taking them in the order, same page. In this context, | want to use the
opportunity to call for the Government to urgently address the benefits for our
Caregivers in the Homes, namely, like the Cadrona Home, the Child Protection Agency,
the Queen Elizabeth Home, the Father Hilarion Home and the Home in Crochu that is
slipping me at the moment, my apologies to our Members. These workers... (inaudible
comment by a Member) ...St. Martin De Porres Home. The Government has a
responsibility to help look into... These workers, they are not being properly paid. But,
the Technical and Allied Workers’ Union that represents a number of these Homes,
hands are tied. Why? We are not reckless and ruthless. How do we call these workers
out, when the very care receivers that they are attending to are the people who are
laying the foundation for us and in this period, they require our attention. So, we are
under tremendous pressure. Yes, we are able to take industrial action, so on the Port
Authority, when they tried to reneged on the Agreement that we had, we had to take
action. In the National Lotteries Authority, when they attempted to renege on the
Agreement that we had, we had to take action. But, | am happy that they have all been
resolved. | am happy that they have all been resolved, but we cannot do this in the
Homes and, therefore, we call upon the Government to give the necessary assistance.

We are questioning, on page (14), the Public Expenditure Reform and through
you, Mr. President, probably we may be able to get an answer. Questioning it only the
context as follows; our understanding is that the Public Finance Management Act gives
clear guidelines of how the public finances should be managed. Also, the Grenada
Constitution gives provisions for a National Budget of Revenue and Expenditure. We
have a accountable Officers, as contained on page (LXII) of the Estimates. Why do we
need this? It is a question, why do we need this? Just enforce the Law, just enforce the
Rules. We have said, our workers must work. Hold them accountable. Hold the
workers accountable. What we may very well find out, that probably the people that
manage those areas may not have come through the regular Public Service, or they
may not be permanent employees. They may be acting, or they may be on Contract.

We would like to know, because we believe in productivity. So, there may not be, in our
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view, any need. This may cost. | do not know. This may cost. The Laws allow for this.
Let our people work. And, in our Departments, it is important to have Leaders, people
who are not just Managers, but lead; and we have to guard against Trump personalities,
who may be able to find his or her way at the expense of the wider society.

Page (15), Health

Mr. President, permit me to zero in on the aspect of Health. It is said that “a
healthy Nation is a wealthy Nation.” We must have access to adequate services, and,
as | have indicated at the start, a large portion of my presentation will be on Health. Our
primary Health Institution, the General Hospital and staff are plagued with a number of
problems. Everyone has said that who | have spoken to before. Even on the ‘Other
Side,” where we may have a difference and | guess it is based on where we are seated
and how we should be approached, as to whether or not adequate attention has been
paid to it. We hold the view, we share the view that adequate attention has not been
paid to it, and that would explain why, in our view, the Prime Minister found it necessary,
a few weeks ago, to meet with the Hospital Staff. There must be a reason. There must
be a reason, and, in this context, | want to bring to the attention, this is to the attention
of the public. This is not the House. We are not just here speaking, because we want
to speak. So, let us deal with, as it was said, facts base, evidence base.

In 2012, the World Facts Federation did a study in Grenada and found that 29%
and 13% of the population suffered from Hypertension and Diabetes, respectively.
These are two (2) of the primary causes of End Stage Renal Disease. So, you see
where | am going, Mr. President. We are doing well and we applaud that. We applaud
that, but hear what, yet still Grenada does not have a Dialysis Machine. We are doing
so well. Why can’t we have a Dialysis Machine? It cost, probably, eight hundred dollars
($800.00), or thereabout, for one activity, or probably more.

Colleagues, Mr. President, | am not sure that the aspect of Health has hit home
to us. We are in a crisis. We are in a crisis. Both St. Vincent and St. Lucia, Mr.
President, have proper, well-functioning Dialysis Systems. But, we take pride in saying
that we are doing better than them, in terms of our Economy. Let us match it. This is

not politics. Anyone of us, Mr. President, anyone of us... | have known people, who
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can afford to fly away, but there are some times these things creep up on you and you

cannot be flown away, because you are not in a position to fly.

Let us now focus on some of the Departments within the...

Mr. President: | don’t want to derail you, but just for clarity. Did you say there is
no Dialysis Machine in Grenada?

Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: Within the Hospital System; well, | stand

corrected.

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: They have at SAMS.

Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: They have at SAMS. Well, | stand corrected.

Mr. President: | just want to be clear and understand on what you want to say.

Sen. the Hon. Andre Lewis: Okay. So, let me clarify it. So, when | was
speaking, | was speaking about the Government. Mr. President, Colleagues, so rather
than having to make clarity, let me start off, and that is why | deliberately started so.
Just let me repeat. Our Primary Health Institution, the General Hospital and staff are
plagued with a number of problems. What are they? What are they? | would not stand
here and make loose statements under certain matters, as these that are important.

The world is listening to us.

Mr. President: No, | am not suggesting that they are loose statements, | am just

saying, is that happening?

Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: | know, | know, Mr. President. Okay. But, now I

have clarified. | did not leave it hanging. | started off by having the attachment and now
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| am parachuting. Let us now focus on some of the Departments within the General
Hospital:

Accident and Emergency Department

Staff there are overworked, due to shortages of human resources. Doctors,
Nurses, and Orderlies, see their deficiencies in important equipment and specialized
Technicians. One (1) Doctor, three (3) Nurses per shift. When an Ambulance is called,
the Staff Nurse has to go with the Ambulance and when patients now come to the
Emergency Department, they are further short staffed and there isn’'t a Staff Nurse
present. Why can’t we fix this? Why cannot we fix this? It speaks about prioritising. It
speaks about prioritising.

Department of Surgery

This Department requires additional human resources, such as Junior Doctors
and trained Nurses, in order to reduce the mortality rate. This situation is so terrible that
at times surgeries are not performed, not because our Doctors do not have the
expertise, but it is because the equipment are not available and supporting equipment
and unnecessary conditions to ensure success of the procedure. So, patients have to
be turned back, because the Doctors have to make a judgement call that they may go
and start a procedure that may end up worse, because equipment are not available.
The trained Technicians are not available; and yet still, we boast and proudly show off
scholarships, but where is the Plan? Where is the Plan, which says that we need the
Cardiologist, for instance, and we are going to identify three (3) or four (4) or five (5)
people. All the areas that my Colleague, Mr. President, Senator on the ‘Other Side’
identified, none of these positions, to the best of my knowledge, probably one, are held
by locals. We have trained hundreds of Doctors, over the years, so we need a Plan.

When we give scholarships, we must do the following. We must not give
scholarships just to be able to say that we have given fifty (50) scholarships, or twenty-
five (25) scholarships. Let us work out with the group of colleagues, promise them that
you would take care of them. You give them a piece of land at reduced prices, a house,
when they come back, so that they will stay, because quite a number of our people get

Government scholarships and leave and go. Some of them do not even come back to
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Grenada. An SGU Scholarship costs the Government and people of Grenada between,
| think, two hundred (200) to three hundred (300) and something thousand US dollars,
and yet still we have students, our people going there to study and not coming back into
our System. That is where leadership, Mr. President, through you, all who have
identified the strong leadership that is responsible for progress that we have made, tells
me that the leadership material is there, if the focus right on Health, to make the
decisions, to say this is where we are matching, this is where we are going. We have
done it. We took a decision to take on our own Structural Adjustment Programme,
despite the odds. It speaks about priority. Everything that my Colleague Senators on
the ‘Other Side’ have said, tells me that they have praised the strong leadership that we
have. These things require strong decisions and if we believe, if we believe that Health
is important to our Nation and the System needs to be fixed, it will be done.

Paediatrics Department

This is one of the areas that must be commended. The Paediatrics Department
has been able to have a number of Outreach and Outpatients Clinics at the major
Health Centres throughout Grenada. The Paediatrics Ward has a very good reputation,
regarding survival and subsequent discharge of twenty-four (24) to thirty-six (36) weeks
gestational age nuance, after three (3) to four (4) months stay at the Neonatal Intensive
Care Unit (NICU). However, there is a challenge, because the Unit is so small it can
only accommodate, safely, or comfortably, five (5) at a time. However, there are times it
has to house, as much as ten and at peak periods, twelve (12).

Mr. President, Heart Attack is a common occurrence in Grenada, a fact. Yet, Mr.
President, we do not have a Specialist in the area, in relation to, as | said within the
Government System, locally. We need to do those things.

Mr. President, there is a need for a Hospice care. Why are we saying this? A
number of times patients go to the Hospital at a terminal stage, or they end at a terminal
stage, and believe it or not, sometimes they are being abandoned by their relatives.
The Homes will not take them, or cannot take them, in some instances, so they are left
on the Ward to expire, and our Doctors and Nurses have to be dealing with these

issues, rather than having a Hospice, where one can be made comfortable, as much as
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possible, with certain care, as you say goodbye. This is just the reality of life. Where
there is life, there is death.

Staff Mental Health

Mr. President, our Medical Personnel face very difficult conditions. They are
stressed. They have to watch patients suffer due to lack of equipment and human
resources that should be available, and these are our colleagues speaking.

Mr. President, my research, and it is no longer just my research, but it had been
admitted by all and sundry, our Nurses are leaving in droves. And, | have heard it said
in certain quarters that this is traditional, this accustom happening. Yes, to some extent.
Our nurses have always gone on to greener pastures, no pun intended, have gone to
greener pastures. But, in this case, the main driver has to do with their working
conditions. Let me repeat, and if the research is done and | know the Nurses will start
addressing their issues, not in the way that you all may expect coming from me, but |
am just saying that, because it is imperative for our society for the Nurses’ issues to be
addressed.

They do not have tenure of employment. So, could you imagine going to work
day in, day out, month in, month out, year in, year out and you are not considered to be
permanent? Mr. President, these workers are stifled in life. They cannot access most
Financial Institutions, in terms of long-term borrowing. And, if | were to stick a pin here
and it comes back to me, Mr. President, some of the most committed Registered
Nurses (RNs) that | have known, in the recent past, | am talking about the young
Nurses, have had to take up their bags and go. These are the Nurses who even
marched the streets, fighting to be taken on, on the job. They would not have done that.
| am aware of it. It was public. It was not in your dispensation. Most of them have
gone, and you know why? And, | will know and | believe them, because | know their
mettle. | know their resolve. | know how much they wanted to serve this Country. But,
there comes a time, especially in ordinary working class people’s lives, when you have
to lift your anchor and go to the unknown shores, where you are not even sure what is
waiting for you. But, these are the chances you have to take, as you seek to help those

after you and to help your kids, as you seek to develop your future.
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These Nurses are committed, so anyone, anyone who implies, for one moment,
that our Nurses are going, because they just want to go where it is greener, that is not
the underlining factor. Yes, | believe, there will be a percentage of Nurses who will do
that, Doctors will do that, Teachers do it, Trade’s Unionists do it, Athletes do it. People
might be born in one country and play for another country. Barbadians play for
Englishmen, probably, England, because for different reasons. But, it is not enough to
say that our Nurses are leaving just because they want to go and make a better life.
They would like to stay. It is not easy to leave your two-year old behind. It is not easy
to leave your ailing mother behind when you are the main breadwinner. Speak to them.
Don’t take it from me. If, Mr. President, this has not yet been done, use this, as the
impetus to have discussions, one and one discussions, bring the human touch.

And, if we look at a review of the Estimates, over the years, and it is not just this
year, they also will indicate that the amount of Specialists catered for, over the many
years, at the Hospital, have remained the same, the quantum | am speaking about now,
amount. This is so, despite the fact that we know that there is an increased demand on
the Hospital Services.

In the Statement, it addresses the issue of Universal Health Coverage. In this
vein, there are some pertinent concerns that the Grenada Trades Union Council wishes
to raise, and we are raising it, because we are seeking clarity. And, given the
importance of National Health Insurance and given the fact that it has been accepted,
that at some stage, workers will have to contribute and there ought to be a contribution
to the National Health Insurance, and this is serious money we are speaking about, this
is the workers’ money we are speaking about, we will have to ensure that whoever or
whatever that gets involved in a National Health Insurance, is properly vetted and
understood. Let me repeat, and therefore, in this context, Trades Union Council raises
the following: Government, Cabinet or the Health Administration had made a decision,
through wide stakeholders consultation and professional consultancy that the NHI would
be administered under the NIS. As a matter of a fact, an office has already been
established at the NIS Building with paid staff. There were consultancy on this matter,

the Trades Union Council was checked and other stakeholders, on this discussion.
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Reasons were advanced, which we agreed to, as to why it should be under the NIS,
given the experience that the NIS has, the machinery that the NIS has, etcetera,
etcetera, etcetera.

NIS was considered one of the few public Entities that was run on a purely
professional, non-political and tripartite basis. As a result, the NIS has been sheltered
from partisan decision-making and dispensing of services, making it perfect for the
administration of the NIS. The Private Sector is represented under the NIS,
Government is represented under the NIS and Labour is represented under the NIS.
So, with this umbrella that we have there and this well proven Administrative Body that
we have there and given the importance of National Health to the Nation and given what
it entails, we, collectively, as a Nation, the fact that the Government spoke to us, it,
therefore, means that we collectively, as a Nation, had agreed upon and decided that it
shall be managed and supervised by the NIS.

As a matter of a fact, discussions with consulting and Financing Agencies, PAHO
and University of the West Indies did all preparatory work and financing on the basis
that the Government had made the decision that the NHI would be under the direction
and administration of the NIS.

The GTUC and other partners were comfortable with the NIS managed formula
and only insisted that the NIS and NHI Funds should be completely isolated from each
other. The insistence that we had was that these funds must not be comingled.
Recently, it was found out, because we were not consulted; recently we found out, we
were not consulted, that a private USA based Firm will be, or was contracted to
implement the NHI. We have some questions arising from this, because in our original
discussion, JIPA was never mentioned. There was no outside body mentioned. | have
no brief, the TUC have no brief for anyone whose Company that we are speaking about,
but we are concerned that in our discussion, if this was the intention, it was never
shared with us. No way in our discussion was it mentioned that this is the approach that
would be taken.

Mr. President, our understanding and what was explained to us was the Body, or

the administrative arm, set up under the NIS, would have that responsibility. So, we are
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asking, why was the decision made to change from NIS to private administration? On
whose advise was this done? Was PAHO and UWI consulted? And, we are asking
these questions, in the context, given the role that UWI and PAHO play. All the
consultancy work done at high cost by UWI, paid for by PAHO and the Government of
Grenada, we are asking what happens in this context? What happens to the data that
were collected? We are asking whether or not the UWI work was completed up to the
point of informing the Government of the possible deliverables on funding and benefits?
These are questions we will be asking, if this were done. And, if this was the case, why
are we where we are now?

We are concerned that we would not want to see any private running of our
National Health Insurance (NHI). If this is the case, in relation to JIPA, or whoever else
it is, and we are saying, if this is the case, private enterprises do not get into activities
like this, because they want to serve. There must be costs implications. There must be
costs implications, and private entities that provide access to Healthcare facilities, it is
sometimes felt that they get involved in activities, so as to ensure a better return for
themselves, because they are business people and it's the maximisation of profit. So,
we will be very concerned if, JIPA, which would have held a discussion, | think,
sometime last week with people, because something came out, what is the level of
engagement and involvement, and if our understanding is correct, we will also like to
know, if the discussions that had been held with JIPA, whether or not there is a
timeframe agreed to with the involvement; if it is six (6) months, eight (8) years, five (5)
years and what is expected to happen during this period.

And, if this is the case, and even if, whatever their involvement, whether or not,
because the NHI would be State-owned, whether or not any services to be provided
outside of what we had discussed have to go through the Public Procurement Act;
whether or not there should be a bidding process, things made public. These are some
of the unanswered questions that we have. Would profits be generated, if that
Company is involved in the administration and running of the NHI? Would profits be
generated by the Company from the operations of NHI, and, if so, will it be the

Government’s NHI fund or the Company that would benefit from this? We would like to
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know how it will be funded, because we know that there have been discussions, as |
have said, as to some stage, workers having to make a contribution, even though we
have not yet zeroed in on this.

Mr. President, through you, it is extremely important that these matters be
addressed by the Government, because if all of these, or most of these answers to
them are unknown, certainly by us, at this moment, how are we expected to support the
NHI, which is extremely important? | want to make that distinction. The intentional
objective of the NHI is extremely important. But, if these answers are unknown, if we
are not given the comfort, in terms of what is happening, or what is likely to happen and
we are not engaged in these discussions and we move away from what we have
discussed before, how would we be expected to give the support? And, if even the
Senate and Parliament are unaware of the costs and benefits, how can a Contract to
the manage and administrate this NHI be awarded? We need to know. Mr. President,
we need answers. Let us not treat the NHI in a flippant manner.

| now move to page (18) of the Budget Statement. Here, | deal with Digitalising,
6.4.2. We support that initiative. The Labour Movement support this initiative.
However, we note that it is very frustrating now, because Grenadians are unable to pay
and file taxes online, and this is so, even in the context, where Grenada has the lead, in
the Region, on Science and Technology. We support this. Let me make it absolutely
clear that, Mr. President, the Labour Movement supports the digitalising. But,
Colleagues, we can’t pay our taxes and things online? We have lead responsibility, Mr.
President, for Science and Technology in the Region. When many of my friends and
colleagues of Grenadian parentage and Grenadian roots and have family business in
Grenada, land taxes and other things and they want to know what is happening, they
want to access it, | bow my head, | am a proud Grenadian, proud Nationalist. And, not
because you live in America, you are not better than us. But, when we cannot even

access these basic services online...

Mr. President: And, be prepared to spend half the day in a line doing the
payments.
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Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: But, precisely. And, time is money. And, then

we...

(Inaudible comments by Mr. President)

Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: Your mike is off.

(Inaudible Comments by Mr. President)

Mr. President: And, if half past three catches you in the line, they no longer take

your money, you have to come back the next day.

Sen. the Hon. Andre Lewis: Yes, and, Mr. President, | could tell you, as | have
been involved in the Labour Movement, it's something | have complained to the
Managers in the System, but it is a management decision. It is a management decision.
| know that they have made certain aspects. | must, however, say that | know the
Ministry of Finance, and | see my good Colleague there if | must say, from the Ministry
of Finance and let me just say, as | have always done, traditionally, it has taken a bit
longer today, but let me compliment the staff of the Policy Unit of the Ministry of
Finance, for the hard work that they have done and they continue to do. (Applause) |
am really, really, really, really humble in my admiration for these colleagues. They go,
many times, beyond the call of duty. They go many times beyond the call of duty, and
you know what that tells me, leadership that is important. They were not chosen. They
were not implanted with Artificial Intelligence (Al), there is something that they stuck in
their brain, but the leadership is what is important. So, we support this, but we need to
address ours at home.

We are very much interested in knowing about the $15 m. Is it a loan or a grant?
It is not clear here for us, if it's a loan or a grant? If it is a loan, what are the terms and

conditions, interest rates and repayment period?
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National Security, page (19)

Despite all the praises and they deserve it, | heard Colleagues on the ‘Other
Side’ yesterday, praise our Royal Grenada Police Force (RGPF) and they deserve it.
They are always in the line of duty, anything can happen to them. We need to look out
for them. We must not just give lip service. Despite all these praises, the plight of the
Royal Grenada Police Force (RGPF) continues. Their working and living conditions are
very deplorable. It reminds me of having to make a comment like this in relation to
Bishop’s College in Carriacou, one of the most terrifying experiences | have had in a
long time, in terms of our children, where they go to school.

The Police Stations

Please, please permit me, with your permission, Mr. President, | want to mention
this. This is serious business about representing our hard working people. | want to
share this leaf and, if we can give one to one side that they can pass along, and then |

will speak to it.

Mr. President: You are just giving it out.

Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: Yes, | am giving it here. Even if | could have
gone, | would not go to the ‘Other Side’, just in case | end up on the ground and | am
not sure how | reached there.

(Laughter)

Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: And, | want to; well, sorry, no, | need to walit, yes.

Can | distribute it now?

(Inaudible comments by Mr. President)

Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: Oh.
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(Inaudible comments by Mr. President)

Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: Oh. Okay. Sorry.

(Inaudible comments by Mr. President)

Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: Yes. The intention is to leave one on either side

and we can pass along and to have one for you.

Mr. President: You need to give out for the Table.

Sen. the Hon. Andre Lewis: Well, that is why | am giving you one for the Table,
and we have two (2) here, so, yes, that’'s what | did. | would like for us to look at these
photos.

(Inaudible comments by Mr. President)

Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: Do | have an overhead projector?

Mr. President: Not you, not you, not you. | am just being a little bit facetious,
that shortly we will be issued with tablets. We will each be issued with a tablet and
there will be no need to have to send the paper around.

Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: Okay.

Mr. President: Everyone would be able to see it.

Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: Sure.

Mr. President: That is the only point that | am making.
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Sen. the Hon. Andre Lewis: Okay. Thank you very much.

Mr. President: So, we’re moving in the right direction.

Senator Andre Lewis: Sure. Butl...

Mr. President: | assume we will apply that to Health, at some point.

Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: And, | feel reassured, from the position that this
commitment is coming from, that we would not have the experience of the students with
tablets. Yes, in other words, | feel reassured, that is the point | am making.

Mr. President: | have never been a Politician, so ...

Sen. the Hon. Andre Lewis: No. Well, that is the point, Mr. President. That is
what | am saying. In other words, | feel reassured that pretty soon and we may even
have an Overhead Projector, at some stage, just thinking ahead, that we can look at
some things in common and have discussions. But, | have sent...

(Inaudible comments by the Clerk)

Sen. the Hon. Andre Lewis: But, that is okay.

Mr. President: The Clerk is saying that it can be provided on the screen, so that

everybody can have a look at it, that facility is currently available.

Sen. the Hon. Andre Lewis: Okay.

Mr. President: Yes.
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Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: Now, | know. So, | will just pass this around. It's
gone around? Okay. Right.

Mr. President: One second. Well, | am advised that your hour is through, but

because of the exchange | would give you an extra three (3) minutes.

Sen. the Hon. Andre Lewis: My hour?

Mr. President: So, you have eighteen (18) minutes left.

Sen. the Hon. Andre Lewis: Okay.

Mr. President: Eighteen (18) minutes.

Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: | thought | may have been lucky, as my Colleague
on the ‘Other Side,’ the Leader of Government’s Business, who got a bonus of about

close to forty (40) minutes yesterday.

(Laughter)

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: No, that was two (2) minutes.

Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: No, no, no. No, no, no, no, because there was a
change in the Chair. Anyhow, | need my time. The most pressing issues are with
accommodation and equipment, that is in the Royal Grenada Police Force (RGPF).
Most Police Stations are grossly inadequate for the number of people who use them,
example, Central Police Station has a female quarter, which is occupied by more than
nine (9) Officers, but can only accommodate two (2) bunk beds. That is the last photo
that is in the back. This last photo here. This here is of the female Officers, Central

Police Station. These are people who put their lives on a line for us.
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This photo here is of Grenville. This is Grenville Police Station, my brother and
Colleague from St. Andrew. This is Grenville Police Station. The Police Officers, when
they put their clothes in the Closet, they do not need to open the door to put them in and
take them out, they push their hands and take it out, as you can see. Look at the
Kitchen. This is Grenville. This is a Police Station. The working class would have no
problem with me using this time to speak on Health and the matters confronting the
Police, because the issue of Government negotiations would take care.

We have committed ourselves to address this for our brothers and sisters in the
Police, who put their lives at a risk every single day and night. Sometimes they cannot
see their families. It speaks of priority. And, probably, as much as | am happy for when
a worker gets paid for their annual vacation leave, probably, we might have been able to
fix the kitchen in Grenville for less than two hundred and something thousand dollars.
That is where priority comes in. This is where priority comes in. We paid for annual
vacation leave, and as | am on it, which | would develop at another time, Comrades in
the Public Service, through you, Mr. President, and through all workers in Grenada, you
cannot lose your earned vacation. If you do not take it, they can send you on leave.
The employer has that responsibility. He or she has to manage. You cannot and you
ought not to forfeit your Annual Vacation Leave. That, I'll put out there, we can address
that otherwise, but | want to focus now on this.

Look at the kitchen. Look at the kitchen, the condition of the kitchen in Grenville
Police Station. These are Police Officers, Colleagues. And, we boast and that is what
gets to me, Mr. President, through you, when we boast about the economic progress
and powers that we have done and we have done better than the rest of the Region,
and that is why | am saying, through you, Mr. President, that is where leadership comes
in. That is where direction comes in. What does our Security Forces mean to us? We
boast, correctly so, we have the safest environment, in terms of crimes and solving and
Police relationship with the community and yet still this is how they are treated?
Probably in Trinidad or Jamaica or something so, and in Dominica and St. Lucia some
Police Officers might have walked the streets, so that people could recognise the plights

that they have. But, yet, still our Officers have not done so. They continue to solider on
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and police on. We would have failed our Police Officers and we will continue to fail
them, if by the first quarter of 2020, these that we have seen, especially the Grenville
Police Station; and Grenville is not the only place. Grenville is not the only place that's
not seriously and immediately addressed. | mean, look at it. | will use my time. Look at
it.

There is also a need; the Police sometimes have to move different times,
because the buildings have been rented. Government is paying money for rent. Let us
identify a place and put the Police. | am not talking about the Headquarters, the CID
and others, or CRO would have to move, because new owners sometimes, they charge
and the rent goes up and that is why, to link it here, my dear colleagues on the ‘Other
Side,” in Legal Affairs, leadership would require, if for one moment, the Government
would take one advice from me on legal matters, | would put, temporarily, until the Hall
of Justice that we want, comes on stream, | would put the Court House and everything
else in the National Stadium. We have packing. We have facilities. There are facilities
there. Government is paying a set of money to CLICO. They will have to pay and yet
still run into problems. That is our recommendation that | am making.

On page (38), Mr. President, just permit me to read, under Budgetary Measures:
“Mr. Speaker, as we seek to improve the quality of the lives of the Grenadian
people, the Government advances the following measures. Mr. Speaker,
Government will repeal the following fees in the first Quarter of 2020: Home
Economics Training, Hostel, Sale of Latrine Units, Video Rental Outlets.” The
question that arises, is how significant is this? It is important for those who are getting
it, but | am juxtaposing it against the bold statement; “Give us our gratuity.” This is what
will help to improve the lives of the working Public Officer, who has spent twenty
something and thirty something years and are going home, while Parliamentarians

receive gratuity after two (2) terms.

Sen. the Hon. Glynis Roberts: When you are fifty-five (55).
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Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: Oh, Pension is at fifty-five (55). Pension is at fifty-
five (55). Thank you, my colleague. In other words, so not only do they receive gratuity
when they go, after two (2) terms, which can be eight (8) years, and | am happy for you.
But, we want it too. We want it too. The Parliamentarian gets Pension at age 55. Our
retired Public Officers and retirees to be, go at home with a mortgage over their head,
be it for schooling, be it for their home, and the Pension that they get has to go towards
their monthly mortgage, which leaves them with little or nothing. And, that is why they
have to turn back to the State. That is why they have to keep turning back to the State
for a needy assistance. But, if they are able to pay off their mortgage, they would not
need to turn back to the State.

Under Wages, the Minister for Finance has opened the floodgates for discussion
on wages in the Public Service. We agree that Ministers’ salaries has to be reviewed,
but all Public Officers’ salaries has to be reviewed, because if the rationale is that other
Ministers in the Region have been paid more, as one of the rationales, do a comparison
of the Public Officers salary relative to the Region. So, let us do it. Let us open the
book. Let us do it.

Unemployment

We welcome the news that there is a low level of unemployment. We do not
accept it, let me make the point. We traverse this Country and | am seeing more people
on the blocks. Now | know that there is a technical argument, as to whether or not
you’re looking for work. So, therefore, one would have to know what are the criteria that
you use. It is also possible that people are not actively looking for work, because they
are frustrated. They sent out scores or dozens of applications and are not getting good

responses.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: It is also possible that a lot of them don’t

want work.

Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: It is quite possible. It is quite possible. But, what

| do know, | know, | know where the information is coming from, | know. But, what |
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could tell you, Mr. President, through you, what | could tell you, is my observation and
the Labour Movement’s observation, in which we have had a very good handler, is that
we are convinced that the unemployment rate, especially this year, we could have
accepted that, probably, three (3) years ago during the Construction boom. And, if you
look at the figures where you see, Construction is down. So, it baffles us. It baffles us
that the main drivers of the employment creator, two (2) or three (3) years ago, has
been down and yet, still the unemployment figures continue to reduce. Our interaction
with the children of our members, as we go to the different shops; as a matter of a fact, |
will tell you, that the shopkeepers are speaking out too. | mean, that is who | interact
with.  We interact on the blocks. We interact with people, who want to work,
Construction work, who when they get a little thing they will take it, will run and do a
‘pan quoi, that is how they term it.

| want to make the following recommendation that the Government consider
reducing the Petrol Tax, from $5.50 to 4.50, within the first Quarter of 2020. This could
have a significant impact on a number of economic activities. We argue that more fuel
will sell, because if there is the perception of gas being cheaper, people will do more
driving, and transport is a significant part of the expenses of our members. And, on this
note, | want to call for the Government to seriously, seriously, as we have followed in
the footsteps of the Revolution, in the aspect of China and maintaining links with China,
let us reintroduce, at least, the National Transport Service. Let us make Public
Transport available. Productivity is at a low where transport is considered. Workers are
at risk where transport is considered. The State has a responsibility. Let me repeat.
The State has a responsibility, to ensure as much as is possible that workers and the
population have safe environment. And, there is no doubt that when the workers finish
working in the South and the different places at night, they find themselves, sometimes,
being dropped off in Gouyave and being dropped off in Red Gate and have to go to St.
Patrick and have to walk.

| am also calling on the Private Sector to join with us. Let us find a way. We
have been trying to get that done. We are calling on the Private Sector, who provide

independent transport, let us come together, my Senator colleague and Friend. We
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have an opportunity, through you, Mr. President, let us start a dialogue to address this
issue. It will benefit the Private Sector. It will benefit the population and it would spur
economic activities.

Just, as it relates to, quickly, on the Estimates. | find my time was properly spent
addressing Police and Health. We see an overall surplus, that is on Fiscal
Performance, page Roman Numeral (iii), that is of the Estimates now, of one hundred
and sixty-five million dollars ($165 m), 6.5% more than 2018, outturn. What we will like
to know and we have asked that question before, what is happening to the surpluses
that we have had over the years. We would like to know what is happening to that.

Also, on page, Roman Numeral (Ixii), in 2019, there were eighty-two (82) vacant
positions. We are now seeing, in 2020, it is up to five hundred and six (506) vacant
positions. We would like to have an explanation on this on that page.

One of the questions that must arise, what is happening to the Public Service?
Because we have seen that more and more the work is being contracted out. Workers
are not being made permanent. They are given Contract and more and more work are
being contracted out. But, that leads to, in our view, uncertainty within the Public
Service and it also works as a means of trying to de-unionize. That is one of the effects
and impact, de-unionize the Work Force.

On page 13, under Taxes, in 2019, Company taxes contributed to seventy million
dollars ($70 m) Income Tax on profits, while individual contributed to seventy-one
million dollars ($71 m) of Direct Income Taxes. The above shows that direct labour is
responsible for 41% of Income Tax. Note that Companies can claim back the amount
paid on Annual Stamp Tax expenses on Income Statement.

Ministry of Labour

That is Vote 14, page (158). We saw that there was a Recurrent Expenditure
Approved Budget of one million, thirteen thousand and thirty-one dollars ($1,013,31.00
m), yet it was only six hundred and seventy-eight thousand, four hundred and forty-two
dollars ($678,442.00) that was spent, only 67% that was spent, yet still the Ministry of

Labour continue...
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(Time Bell Rings)

Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: Thatis the end?

Mr. President: Yes.

Sen. the Hon. Andre Lewis: Yes. Yet still the Ministry of Labour continue to be

plague with those things. And...

Mr. President: Your allotted time is concluded, but | would allow you to wind up,

essentially to say thanks.

Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: Thank you very much, Mr. President. | look at my
good friend, my Colleague there, but, anyhow, if | could just crave your indulgence just
to say that there are two (2) positions within the Ministry of Labour that have not been
filled, although it has been constantly identified to be filled.

Mr. President, | want to thank, very much, the Members of this House for the
robust debates that we have been having, to compliment the working people of
Grenada for the continued sacrifices that they have made, and to call upon the
Government of Grenada to allow us all to share in the economic success that is
reported that we have and that the 1% contribution to NIS by workers must result in a
reduction in their spending power; and here, | end Labour’s response to the Budget.
Thank you very much, Mr. President, and thanks very much to the House, as well.

(Applause)

Mr. President: Thank you very much, Senator Lewis. Honourable Members,
lunch is now available. | keep forgetting this. (Referring to the microphone) You
must make this motion sensitive, you know, in that way, because | keep forgetting. If
we take an hour and fifteen (15) minutes/an hour and twenty (20) minutes, then we

could be back here at 2:00 o’clock. If we are back here at 2:00 o’clock, then that gives
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us, we will then have two (2) hours and a half, right, so that leads us to 4:30. Senator, |
am thinking that we are within striking distance of conclusion. As it pleases you,
because you have to now, as the Mover of the Motion, rebut and then we have the Bills.

The original timeframe was that we would try to conclude by midday tomorrow.
After you would have completed the luncheon period, you will advise me on what you
think is most appropriate for you, because everybody else, except the two (2) more
persons to Debate, do not have much more responsibility other than you who now have
to respond, and | know that you put a fair amount of energy into that. So, you are
advise whether or not, because we have saved time on the march, so you would advise
me whether not, we will take an early recess this afternoon, because if we start back at
2:00, and then we have two and a half, that’'s 4:30. So, we can take an early recess
and then you start bright and early Wednesday morning and then wrap up. If we start at
9:00, you wrap up by 10:30, we take the Bills and we could then come to an end and
then take Lunch, so we could be out of here by 1:00 o’clock.

(A Member reminded about the Committees)

Mr. President: Oh yes, and we have to do the Committees. But, what | am
thinking about, not breaking for lunch and then resuming. | am thinking we do a force
march and clean the Bills and appoint the Committees and everything and so, when we
go for lunch, we do not have to come back. That is what | am suggesting, tomorrow. |
am suggesting for consideration. You would have time to contemplate it and then to let
me have; again, as | say, | wish to do these things with the concurrence of Members of
the House. | mean, | could make my own decision, but | prefer to have concurrence,
because everybody has things to do; you know, people have meetings to attend to, the
Lawyers in Private Practice have to make a living outside of this and notwithstanding
the announcements that some review will be done.

Sitting here is still, traditionally, the case for Public Service, as was done by the
Colonialists and Merchants of another era. You see, Parliament is this traditional Body

and when these things were first constructed, they were constructed on the basis that
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the people who sit here, were the people of the property class, so that the emoluments
from Parliament were not seen to be anything having to do with economic
circumstances. Today, the Parliament is populated by the children of working people,
who have no property, who have no strings of income other than their talents,
academically, and, therefore, have to go to the grinding wheel. So, Senator and Leader
of Government’s Business, you confer with the leading Senator on the ‘Other Side’ and
then you all advise me. But that is my thinking, that we would take an early break this
evening, start at 9:00 o’clock in the morning and wrap up by 1:00 o’clock. So,
contemplate that over lunch. Honourable Members, this House now stands adjourned

for lunch. We’ll resume at 2:00 o’clock. The adjournment is in effect.

Senate adjourns for Lunch.

Senate resumes at 2:00 p.m.

Sergeant-at-Arms: His Honour, the President.

Mr. President. Good afternoon, Honourable Members. Pray be seated. This

House now resumes.

(Sound of Gavel)

Mr. President: Honourable Members, when we took the adjournment for lunch, |
think Senator Lewis had concluded his presentation, so we now move to the
Government Side of the Table, and then we will have Senator De Allie. That should
take us somewhere within the vicinity of 4:30. It's now about 2:00 o’clock, just a little
after 2:00, and two and a half hours should take us to around 4:30. We will take the
adjournment for the day and resume at 9:00 in the morning. So, that is the decision of
the Chai, after consultation with the appropriate persons. So, Senator Garraway, you

now have the floor, and, of course, as an old timer you know what your time is.

234



Senate Budget 2020
Held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
On Monday 2", Tuesday 3" and Wednesday 4" December, 2019.

Motions (Budget Debate)

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Thank you very much, Mr. President. Mr.
President, | must indeed say that, this has been a good time for us. | rise, Mr.
President, to give total support to the Motion that was moved by the Minister for
Finance, who presented the Budget Speech under the Theme: “Towards Vision 2035,
Empowering our Communities, Growing our Economy, Protecting our
Environment, Strengthening our Institutions.”

Mr. President, in 2013, this NNP Administration promised the country, the State
of Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Martinique of building a new economy. This promise
was hinged upon the need to revive the fiscally mismanaged economy that was in free
fall, which it inherited from the former NDC Administration. There was every indication
that this goal was going to be achieved, when the Committee to write the National
Sustainable Plan of 2015 to 2030 was established.

Regrettably, Mr. President, the team, for varying reasons, was unable to perform
the tasks that was given to them, and as such there was a reconfiguration of that
Committee, and a new Chair was appointed in the person of a young Grenadian
Professional, Consultant from the Caribbean Development Bank, Ms. Kari Grenade,
who has worked tirelessly with her team to produce a document, which is laid before
this Honourable House today, The National Sustainable Development Plan.

Mr. President, building on this platform, the 2020 Budget is compliant with the
Fiscal Responsibility Law. It is guided by the goals and objectives of the National
Sustainable Development Plan, which will be the anchor for Grenada’'s development
priorities over the next fifteen (15) years, 2020 to 2035. The specific national goals,
objectives and targets that are set out in the Plan will guide the priorities and work
programmes of all Ministries and provide the strategic direction for the 2020 Budget and
all other Budgets until 2035.

Therefore, Mr. President, the 2020 Budget has been formulated to support the
execution of strategic actions that will contribute to the Government’s overarching
development or priorities to build economic, social and environmental resilience

consistent with the goals of the National Plan.
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Today, | am pleased to announce, Mr. President, that as a Government, we are
well on the way towards consolidating the economic growth that we have experienced
over the last seven (7) years. We are resolute, that we will not go back there, and one
may ask where? To that place where the Debt to GDP Ratio was 108%, unpaid claims
in the Treasury was a staggering $110 m. And, what was even worst, Mr. President,
the monies were owed to ordinary Grenadians, business people, small entrepreneurs,
and as a result of not being paid, some of those businesses went under. But, we’re not
going back there, and we’re, certainly, not going back to paying Public Servants salaries
late and the time when we do, having to sell State assets to achieve this objective. We
are not going back to that place, a fiscal gap of some eighteen million dollars ($18 m)
monthly. In other words, Mr. President, we were spending eighteen million dollars ($18
m) more per month, than we were earning in revenue, of course, that was
unsustainable. In short, Mr. President, the economy was in free fall.

But, | want to thank God for February 18", 2013, and the reinstatement of this
NNP Administration into Office, led by the visionary leader Dr. the Rt. Hon. Keith
Mitchell and for turning around the fortunes of this economy and the rest, we know it, is
history.

We have seen growth and development in this country that is unprecedented.
We have not seen it since 1974. But, what is even more important, Mr. President, is a
team of men and women committed to the task of working together for the continued
development of the State of Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Martinique. (Applause)
The dramatic rebirth of the economy and the creating of the enabling environment for
foreign direct investment has seen over $2.2 b worth of investment in the last seven (7)
years, again, unprecedented in the State of Grenada, significantly contributing to the
lowering of the unemployment rate, from over 40% in 2013 to 15.2% in the first Quarter
of 2019. And, let me just clear up this erroneous information that was presented
yesterday of the unemployment figures were either 33.5% or 35.3% was said yesterday
in 2013, that is so far from the truth. Let me tell you what the truth is. When the
Government came into Office and the Statistician from the Ministry of Finance came to

present to Cabinet, the state of play of this economy, he said, Mr. Gilchrist, he said that
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the unemployment figures were 35.3% or 33.5%, which one of them? And, | remember
the Minister for Finance asking him, how did you come by these figures? And, he said
from his observation. No scientific data was conducted, Mr. President, no Labour Force
survey was conducted to come up with this figure. But, from his observation and
looking at what was happening, he came up with that erroneous and bogus figure, and
that is what has been promoted by some quarters of this country, far from the truth.
But, when the first Labour Force Survey was done, and looking at the number of people
who got employment after we came into Office, and you had a number of some 38%,
you’re going to tell me, people got employed when we came in and the figure went up?
No. Somebody wanted to mamaguy the State of Grenada, Carriacou and Petite
Martinique. But, we’re not about that. We are about speaking the truth and providing
opportunities for our people.

Mr. President, there are many more projects in the pipeline worth hundreds of
millions of dollars, and, of course, it will result, or relate into jobs and more jobs for the
people of Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Martinique. Mr. President, the undisputed
figures of the success of this economy, corroborated by the World Bank, the
International Monetary Fund, the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank, as well as the
Caribbean Development Bank bare testimony of the astute leadership of the Minister for
Finance and Prime Minister.

Mr. President, the successes of the economy, the success that we are enjoying
today stands, as a wall, a huge wall to those who have intensions of ruling this country
again in the future. And, while they agree that they cannot dispute the numbers that the
economy is growing, they have become preoccupied with unsavoury acts. | will return
to this later, Mr. President.

| now turn to the National Disaster Management Agency (NaDMA). Mr.
President, the mainstreaming of climate resilience across all Sectors of Government
including the Legislative Agenda and the Policy and Investment Planning Framework is
a major feature of the Government’s agenda.

In 2018, in support of this objective, the Ministry of Climate Resilience, the

Environment, Forestry, Fisheries, Disaster Management and Information was created.
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This arrangement facilitated a sharper focus on these critical areas and allows for
greater collaboration among various components of the Portfolio.

The Ministry is now responsible for coordinating the implementation of a wide
range in Domestic Policy Framework, which includes the National Climate Change
Adaptation Plan, the Climate Change Policy, the Blue Growth Master Plan, the
Integrated Coastal Zone Management Policy Document and the Grenada Protected
Area System Plan. Mr. President, this Ministry, the first in the Region to have been
designated towards Climate Change and Climate Change related activities, was given
that mandate to ensure that: (i) we recognise the changing times that we are in; and (ii)
to find ways and means to attract grant funding to deal, or to mitigate against the
impacts of climate change. And, Mr. President, we are doing a very good job at that.
And, as the Leader of Government’s Business would have announced earlier in the
Sitting, of the grant funding that we have secured, a major one, is the G-Cruise Project
with some one hundred and twenty-five million dollars ($125 m) worth of grant funding
towards addressing the Water Sector in Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Martinique. But,
critically, Mr. President, to build resilience so that at least we can withstand the effects;
and over the weekend and up to yesterday, we had some disruptions in the Water
Service, and we realise how critically important this commodity is. And, anything that
will get into the way and disrupt its flow, it has a way of disrupting lives. We have to be
mindful of this.

Mr. President, Disaster Management; hydro-meteorological hazards, such as
floods, droughts and hurricanes affect many Regions of the world, but the impact, in
terms of lives lost and livelihoods disrupted, tends to fall most heavily on Small Island
Developing States. And, we can just take a look at Dominica in 2017, in the Bahamas
and other four (4) Islands, in 2019, and we are realising the fury of hydro-meteorological
hazards.

Climate change threatens to intensify these impacts due to the increase in the
frequency and intensity of these events. The devastation from these events,

undoubtedly, threatens the sustainability of our development. Mr. President, holistic
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management of disaster risk requires action to reduce impacts of extreme events before
and after they occur.

Efforts to manage climate change impacts must consider the reduction of human
vulnerability. A key challenge and opportunity, therefore, lies in building resilience
between current disaster risks and management efforts aimed at reducing vulnerability
to extreme events and efforts to promote Climate Change Adaptation. And, there is
always the need to understand the dangers that are posed by hurricanes and other
hazards. And, it's so important that we ensure that our people understand the dangers
and to follow with us towards finding practices to mitigate against the impacts of such
hazards. So, Mr. President, institutional strengthening continues to be priority area for
this Government, of course, and of NaDMA.

In 2018, Mr. President, under the Canada Disaster Risk Management Fund, the
(CCDRMF), among thirty (30) applications that were submitted to this Fund, Grenada’s
application was approved for grant funding in the tune of one hundred thousand
Canadian dollars (CAN$100,000.00), because the project had a level of resilience, but
most importantly to address the challenges that senior citizens and persons with
disability experienced during the impacts of hazards. So, under this programme, the
Government received assistance to retrofit and upgrade Emergency Shelters for
persons with disability and the elderly at a project value, as | said, just about one
hundred and seven thousand Canadian dollars (CAN$107,000.00). The project started
on February 15™, 2018 and was completed with two (2) closing ceremonies, one in
Carriacou on the 9" of July, 2019 and the second on Mainland at the St. John’s
Christian Secondary School on the 10™ of July. And, the achievements under this
Project, Mr. President, a total of fourteen (14) shelters received upgrades; of these,
three (3) shelters were retrofitted with Restroom Facilities for persons with disability,
male and female. The St. John’s Christian Secondary School, St. Andrew’s Anglican
Secondary School and the Dover Government Schools were the three (3) recipients.

Five (5) Shelters were outfitted with ramps for wheelchair access and one
Shelter's existing ramp was resurfaced, and we talk about the Pearl’s Community

Centre, the Corinth Community Centre, the Westerhall Secondary School, the Marian
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Prototype Shelter and the St. John’s Christian Secondary School. We also had
handrails installed and | won’'t say most importantly, but important enough, we had
seven (7) Shelters fitted with water storage capacity and this is the Pearl’s Community
Centre, the Clozier Community Centre, the Chantimelle Community Centre, the Maran
Community Centre, the Mt. Granby Seventh Day Adventist Church, the St. James
Community Centre and the Morne Longue Camp Site. As | have said before, they are
all Shelters and one critical need you would have in the event of the passage of a
hurricane, or a storm, there is the likelihood that the normal water supply would be
disrupted. But, the water storage facility is there, as back up to ensure that life can
continue.

But, this is in addition to some eighteen (18) schools receiving support for water
storage capacity from NaDMA through our parent Organization, the Caribbean Disaster
Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA), where we partner with NAWASA to
upgrade water storage capacity in eighteen (18) schools. (Applause) Each of them
receiving, except one, a thousand (1,000) gallon tank, one school had two thousand
(2,000) gallon tanks.

The point here is, and as we have seen over the weekend and up to yesterday
with the disruption in the water supply in St. George, having those storage facility at the
schools, school can continue as normal, and when we have heavy rain and turbidity in
the water and so forth; and that's why we’re going to go into that later, the importance
why we need to give more support to NAWASA, because during heavy rains, as | said
turbidity in the water, there is a problem. So, we need to ensure that we create more
storage facility. This year, we have one hundred and thirty-five (135) Shelters, but just
about twenty-five (25) we were able to fit with water storage facility, so there is a great
need. And probably | am asking out there, our business partners, | want you to adopt
one Shelter and say: “I will provide water storage capacity for that Shelter.” Be it a
School, be it a Community Centre, you can call the Agency and we can provide you with
a list of the one hundred and thirty-five (135) Shelters: 440-8390 up to 94. Call the

Agency and say | want to partner with you, NaDMA, to provide water storage facility, at
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least in one Emergency Shelter, that would be a good Christmas gift for us. | look
forward to that, Mr. President.

Tsunami Ready Pilot Project

Mr. President, following through on the first successful Pilot Project in St. Patrick
in 2018, NaDMA has piloted the second Tsunami Project in the district of Carriacou and
Petite Martinique. We had grant funding, again, from the USAID/OFDA. Through this
Project the Government of Grenada was able to strengthen and improve tsunami
readiness on the Sister Isles. This project was completed in record time and Grenada,
again, has been the first and been a standard bearer for implementation in this regard
and the Caribbean Tsunami Early Warning Centre said, at the Ceremony in Carriacou,
they have to write over their Protocols, because of what we have been able to achieve
in Carriacou and Petite Martinique, we have to update our files, and | want to commend
the team from Carriacou and Petite Martinique, (applause) Sister Date, the Minister and
the Permanent Secretary for the collaboration and the hard work towards making this
possible. It's our desire to designate St. George, as the next Tsunami Ready Parish.
We have made representation to our partners for funding, and I am looking forward to
hearing very early in the new year of their support in this regard.

Emergency Operation Centre and Warehouse Construction Facilities

Mr. President, the United States Southern Command Humanitarian Assistance
Programme Office, will be providing grant funding in the tune of US$3.9 m for the
construction of an Emergency Shelter and warehouse for Mainland Grenada and some
$2.6 m for similar facilities in Carriacou. Naval Facilities Command Engineering has
been awarded the contract, and we are expecting work to commence early in the New
Year. They have given us the hand over dates for the two facilities, for the Mainland,
the 31% of March, 2021 and the 20™ of February 2021.

But, Mr. President, we came before and we spoke of such a facility, but the
budget that was presented was US$2.4 m, but when the RFP was done and we decided
the size of the building we wanted and the communication equipment we desired, when
the RFP came back, it almost tripled the budget that was offered. And, we made

representation back to the US Southern Command and said to them, “There is an
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expectation in this country by the people to receive these facilities and we cannot
disappoint them.” And, | was happy when the information came back to me and said,
“‘Minister, the new budget has been approved, so we moved from US$2.4 m to US$6.5
m to build those facilities.” (Applause)

Readiness Exercises, Mr. President. We continue to monitor our level of
readiness with the aim of identifying gaps, so that we can take the corrective measures
necessary. This year, 2019, NaDMA participated and facilitated and supported four (4)
Readiness Exercises:

i. Exercise Region Wrap is a 2019 exercise of disaster organizations within the

CDEMA participating States where they test our communication apparatus;

ii. Caribe Wave 19, an international exercise facilitated through the Pacific Early
Warning Centre to test the Region’s ability to tsunami readiness;

iii. The Royal Grenada Police Force (RGPF) simulation where the RGPF tests its
mobilisation and communication capacity. The Agency assisted with the
Operations Exercise Control and tested aspects of its Communication
Capacity as well; and the

iv. We worked with the MBIA on a full scale emergency exercise where the
Agency participated in Exercise Planning and Emergency Coordination.

National Stakeholder Consultation

Mr. President, during this 2019 Annual Stakeholder Consultation, which is
supported with grant funding from USAID, we had over sixty (60) participants from the
Public and Private Sector participating in this Consultation. We had one on the
Mainland and one in Carriacou. But, critical in this year's Consultation, is the
formulation of a sub-committee where the Private Sector, who have knowledge and
technical skills in developing MOUs, that sub-committee came together and said they
will partner with the Agency in helping the Agency to write MOUS, so that there will be a
better coordination between the Agency and the Private Sector.

So, let us take, for example, a State of Emergency might be declared, because of
a disaster, or probably we were impacted heavily from a hurricane. There will be the

need for food stuff to stock your Emergency Shelters. There might be the need for
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petrol to move your vehicles around. So, those MOUs will be developed, so there will
be a common understanding and a term of engagement; and, Mr. President, | am
extremely happy, because the desire of the Private Sector to be involved in the process
has demonstrated a higher level of commitment to this country and the people of
Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Martinique, and | want to commend them for this.

Also, under the Readiness Project, Mr. President, we had training in Post
Disaster Needs Assessment facilitated by the UNDP. Some three (3) members of staff
would have went on to do the Train of Trainers Training course in this. And, let me say
what Post Disaster Needs Assessment (PDNA) is all about. After every disaster, one
critical function that has to be undertaken is to have an assessment done, as to the cost
of the damages that you have experienced. This assessment will facilitate grant funding
and support for your economy or your Country. So, the training that our staff was
exposed to is critically important for us, going forward, in managing disasters either on a
national or subnational scale. | want to really thank, again, the UNDP for the support in
this Initiative.

Additional Achievements in 2019

We conducted joint National Disaster Management Simulation with the RGPF,
revision of hazard plans. Also, we had System upgrade to enhance ICT and
communication functions. We also successfully partnered with Promo Grenada, as an
added information hub to share disaster related information to the public.

Also, Mr. President, | want to just take this moment to commend, one, Mr. Aaron
Wildman. He is a retired Grenadian, who returned to this country and recognising a
need that we have in the Agency, volunteered his time and his resources towards
helping build the Communications System within the Agency. (Applause)

We had a very long and outstanding Communications Expert within the Agency,
Mr. Jerry Lewis, he passed, and we had some difficulty in filling that position. So, when
Mr. Wildman came on the scene, it was a breath of fresh air. But, it also speaks to the
commitment of the Grenadian people; you see, when things start happening in the
country, there is a positive vibes. People with skills and abilities usually come forward

to assist. There is a catch here. We just have to become more positive in this country;
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yes, | understand for political expediency, you will critique things, but let us always
remember that the things we say and do have a way of influencing the behaviour of
people, whether positively or negatively. In this case, because of the positive things
that have been flowing out of the Agency, this good soul came, Mr. Wildman.

He went up to our Emergency Operation Shelter in River Sallee and he helped
us to ensure that our antennas were working well, so the communication between the
Agency and the District through VHS radio was enhanced. He even went further. He
said it is within the Community, within the District you have District persons, who
volunteer, so he conducted training, as well and to allow those District people to get
training to use the VHS and the HF Radio Communication System. And, | want to take
this moment to say a special thank you to Mr. Aaron Wildman for his service to the
Grenadian people through NaDMA.

Major Programmes for 2020, Mr. President. NaDMA is forging ahead to have
the following initiatives fully implemented in 2020. So, we're looking to complete the
Comprehensive Disaster Management Legislation. We are going to continue to revise
specific plans, development of a Comprehensive Disaster Public Awareness Strategy
and conduct Annual National Disaster Management Simulations, and to further enhance
ICT Communication function and facility and strengthen capacity at the District level.

| also want to take this moment to thank the NTRC for their support in building
capacity among residents of this country to use the VHF Radio. They had the first
cohort of training, the first cohort had some twenty (20) persons. Early in the New Year,
there will be another call for volunteers to come forward, who want to be trained in using
the VHF. We will undertake to train, as many persons throughout the length and
breadth of this country, so listen to us. If you didn’t hear, you can call the Agency, as |
have given the number before: 440-8390 up to 94, and say you want to be trained in
using the VHF Radio.

Mr. President, | want to move onto another area that | am to report on and that is
the Ministry of Health. The Ministry of Health, Social Security and International
Business is charged with the oversight of Healthcare in Grenada, Carriacou and Petite
Martinique, and undertakes this responsibility, guided by the vision of an enhance
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quality of life, improved health status of individuals, families and communities and
maintenance of a state of optimum delivery for all citizens. Healthcare, as you are
aware, Mr. President, is delivered through various programmatic areas, Administration,
Hospital Services and Community Health services or Primary Healthcare.

The National Health System is supported by numerous strategic partners and
just to name a few: the St. Georges University; the St. Augustine Hospital; the Spice Isle
Imagining Diagnostic Clinic, and Non-Governmental Organizations, such as the
Planned Parenthood Association; the Kidney Foundation; the Diabetic and Cancer
Society; and International Partners including the Pan American Health Organization
(PAHO) and the World Health Organization (WHO), among others.

Mr. President, public health care in Grenada is administered by staff of
approximately one thousand, two hundred (1,200) individuals, which include
administrative staff and Health Care Professionals. And, who, despite the challenges,
but cognisant of their respective roles and responsibilities strive to offer the best quality
service in the prevailing environment. As we know, Mr. President, healthcare is
dynamic and in our resource constraints setting, the decisions made are not always
popular. Staff do not always appear compassionate, but decisions and actions are
always made to optimise the quality of care offered to each citizen, who seek healthcare
services at our Public Health Facilities. This, Mr. President, has been and will continue
to be our commitment to the people of Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Martinique.

| want to take this opportunity to commend the staff across the Ministry of Health
for their tenacity and the stick-to-itiveness, despite the odds to making a difference in
the lives of our fellow Grenadians. (Applause) Well, | hasten to add and | charge
every one of us to do the self-assessment, so as to improve our professionalism and
improve the quality of care offered to citizens. And sometimes we appear as if we
forgot, that it is our Grenadian brothers and sisters, who are the one administering the
health. Yes, there are challenges, at times, but let me say here, they are committed to
the task of serving the Grenadian people.

And, | want to just add here, Mr. President. In 2019, some thirty-three (33)
Nurses have been regularised, and we are in the process of doing more in 2020, and |
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will speak a little more about this, as we go forward, because it is important for us to
remember that, as | said, healthcare is dynamic, and we look for every opportunity to
increase capacity and to get it right, and to do it better than we have done in the days
before.

Budget Allocation, Mr. President. The Ministry of Health has been given an
allocation of just about eighty-eight million dollars ($88 m) for Programme
Implementation. The Programme Development was guided by the WHO and PAHO
Global Health Agenda, the National Health Statistics, the National Health Sector
Strategic Plan and Government’s Medium Term Agenda. These baseline documents, in
addition to the Sustainable Development Agenda will guide implementation of the 2020
Programme for the Ministry of Health, as we strive to attain the Primary goal of the SDG
for Health, and that is to ensure healthy lives and ensure wellness for all, at all ages.

Mr. President, as you are aware, the Government of Grenada has committed to
the implementation of the Universal Health Coverage through the implementation of a
National Health Insurance Programme. The first phase of this process and the
assessment of the overarching environment of NHI implementation has been completed
by the Health Economics Department of the University of the West Indies, with support
through IBSA from the Government of India. Government, as of October this year, has
signed a Contract with JIPA to begin implementation of the second phase of the
National Health Insurance Programme. And, | know my brother for Labour, on the
‘Other Side’ did ask a question, if NIS will no longer be the partner managing NHI, going
forward. What | can say to you, Mr. President, to my brother, through you, Mr.
President, JIPA has been given a contract to implement the second phase. The third
phase and management of NHI still lies in the hands of the NIS, and that has not
changed, because we do believe that they have the capability, they have the knowhow
to do this, and we will continue to work in this regard.

Understanding the importance of a people centred approach, the Ministry, with
support from PAHO, will undertake, in 2020, a comprehensive System Review, to guide
the implementation of a Quality Improvement Programme across the Health Sector.

This Quality Assessment and Intervention, Mr. President, are expected to improve client
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experience, when seeking healthcare services in the Public Sector. This Review is also
expected to establish the baseline for key Performance Indicators to promote
continuous quality improvement in Health Service Delivery, and we do understand there
are challenges. We do understand there are complaints, but we are mindful of that and
we acknowledge this, and it is the constant movement of the Ministry of Health. It is the
constant focus to ensure that the quality and the experience that our Grenadian citizens
and foreigners alike, who pass through the General Hospital, or any Health Facility is
one that is consistent with top quality service.

| had a report from a lady from Germany. Her husband came here and was on a
Cruise Ship and he became ill and had to be taken to the General Hospital to be
stabilised, because they wanted to fly him out, but they couldn’t, so we had to the work
here and she came in. The team of Professionals at the General Hospital did a
fantastic job in stabilising the guy and he was flown out some time after. She was
expecting to pay a handsome amount and when she was told what was required, it was
basically a pittance, and she couldn’t believe. She couldn’t believe.

But, the point here, Mr. President, is you will never hear these success stories,
because we have a mind-set that if you demonise an issue, if you politically assassinate
somebody, you will gain points. It's a bad way to do business. | believe what the Word
of God says, whatever you confess is what you’re going to get. So, we speak positively,
because it says: “The power of life and death lies in the tongue.” But, why is it that we
oftentimes forget, and it is so easy to pull down and to demonise? Why is it? | really
trust, going forward that we become more responsible. And, remember the
Professionals that work at the General Hospital, in large parts, are all Grenadians, but
most of all, they are human beings and they have feelings, as well.

Baby Friendly Hospital, Mr. President. In relation to Universal Health
Coverage, Quality and Standard of Service Delivery, | am pleased to inform this
Honourable House that the General Hospital has been certified, as a ‘Baby Friendly
Hospital’ in August of this year. (Applause) The Baby Friendly Hospital Initiative is
administered by the World Health Organization (WHO) and PAHO, as well, as UNICEF
and represents the implementation of a Breast Feeding Policy approved by Cabinet in

247



Senate Budget 2020
Held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
On Monday 2", Tuesday 3" and Wednesday 4" December, 2019.

Motions (Budget Debate)

2016. This achievement, Mr. President, established a baseline for standard of care in
the Service Delivery, as it is founded on the application of the ten (10) step guidelines to
which every Facility must demonstrate objective evidence of adherence and
certification. This is commendable, given that we have had a long list of propaganda of
babies death and so on in the Hospital. And, for the international partners to recognise
that the environment that is provided in the Hospital for our young babies is one that is
up to international standard and to give us this recognition, | think we should hear more
of it in the public. The Media should take it and run with it. It is unfortunate.

Mr. President, just about two (2) months ago, laid in this House, via the First
Reading, is the draft Legislation to regulate the sale and marketing of Tobacco products
and ban smoking in public places including beaches, parks and other recreational
areas. | think this is a move in the right direction, because we understand the dangers
of second-hand smoking. No one is going to stop you from smoking, but do it in the
designated areas.

We also, as a Ministry of Health, looking at and doing the research, as it relates
to Vaping and e-Cigarettes. And, we understand the dangers, because only recently we
have heard, | know President Trump would have invited Health Practitioners, in the
White House, to speak on this e-Cigarettes. Let them say to him of the dangers. | know
India, at one time, because of the proliferation of smoking, they thought e-Cigarettes
might have been the way out to get young people away from smoking, but only to
realise that e-Cigarettes is as dangerous as smoking itself, and they have moved into
that direction to banning, completely, Vaping and e-Cigarettes. And, that is the
intension of this country, because we understand, Mr. President, it's one pot of
resources that every Ministry will have to fight for; well, bargain for, and we know the
value of healthcare to this country. And, if we could prevent persons from becoming ill
from a result of this vice, let’s do it, and | do trust that the entire Nation would give their
support to this.

Human Resource and Health

Mr. President, | know we have had a long history and quite a lot have been said

about how our Nurses have decided to move, as my Senator on the ‘Other Side’ said, to
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greener pastures. It's opportunity for, probably, better wage and probably professional
opportunities. But, yes, a number of RNs would have migrated and most of them would
have went to the United Kingdom. But, lest we get confused and believe this is just a
Grenada problem, no, it's an international problem. Right now, Nurses from the UK are
moving into the UAE. Why? Because they are getting a better deal down there, as it
were. The United States have been complaining of the shortages, as well. Well, let us
look at just home, in the Region. Barbados had to bring in some three hundred and
seventy-five (375) Registered Nurses from Ghana. We have to move together,
collectively, to address this, and Government has tried and is trying with the Nurses
Programme at the SGU. | know quite a lot is being said; well, let us go back to regular
Nursing School. SGU, and right now they are accredited to perform, or to administer
such courses. It is a good way out. And, let us encourage our young people, not just
ladies only but men, as well, to take up this noble profession, because there is a critical
shortage in the world of Nurses. But, we will continue to ensure that we give support to
those young persons, who want to go off to study Nursing. And, as a Government and
as my Sister did spoke of this morning about the number of scholarships that has been
given, quite a lot has been given.

| was just sharing a story of my former Secretary, as an IMANI. You know, |
heard the attack on these young people and, really and truly, we need to find a new
name, because | think people are tagging on this IMANI bandwagon and, in some
cases, abusing our young people. But, in any event, let’s use this IMANI. She was an
IMANI, and she told me her desire is to become a Nurse, and then her mother became
il and was hospitalised in Intensive Care and due to some problems up there she had
to go in daily to bathe the Mom and to administer care for her. And, | am going to say,
Mr. President, this thing touched my heart. She applied for a scholarship and she was
not successful. But, what she demonstrated to me was a desire to serve humanity and |
said we have to do something about it. | was happy that she graduated in the first
cohort of Nurses, because she eventually got a scholarship. Yes, | did work to help to
make that happen. But, today she is one of those Registered Nurses, who have

graduated from SGU, and that’s the power of the Programme. The IMANI Programme,
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yes, we say IMANI, but there are young people there who are committed towards nation
building and let’s give them every support in this regard, Mr. President. (Applause)

| am just going to move on. | realise my time is flying. | am going to move onto
Infrastructure Development, Mr. President, and quite a lot has been said by the
Leader of Government’s Business, as it relates to Infrastructure. And, | know one of the
bigger cries we heard, over the time, is implementation of projects and so forth, and as
a Ministry we agree the rate of implementation was definitely too low. And, that is
because the skilled Personnel, the technical people, the Engineers and so on who are
required to do the work, we didn’t have many of them.

In this 2020 Budget, three million dollars ($3 m) have been budgeted to acquire
new skills, to bring in the professional people, to make sure our rate of implementation
is better, going forward. But, quite a lot of works have been done in the area of
infrastructure development and we look at concrete works, as well as asphalt works
throughout the length and breadth of the Country and not wanting to repeat what my
fellow Senator on ‘This Side’, here, Williams, would have spoken of, as it relates to the
number of projects that have been going around.

But, | want to just speak to the support that the Ministry of Works/Infrastructural
Development gives to every Ministry in the Country, and | want to speak, primarily, as it
relates to the Polyclinic in St. Patrick. Support to health, two (2) projects, over four
million dollars ($4 m), and the reconstruction of the Gouyave Health Centre, a budget of
$3.057 m.

The construction commenced in January 2019, Mr. President, and the estimated
project cost is seven million dollars ($7 m). It is going to be a three-story building.
Quite a lot has been done, so far, and it's ahead of schedule. The basement will
facilitate storage, laundry, generator and electrical mechanical services. The ground
floor will accommodate offices for Medical Doctors, emergency services, operating
theatres, (yes, operating theatre in Gouyave), X-Ray and Sonogram services, Maternity
and Ward Delivery, (yes, Ward Delivery Rooms), Observation area, Medical Stores and

Record and Public Waiting area. And, the first floor, Dentistry services, Consultation
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Room, X-Ray and Treatment rooms, Laboratory, Conference rooms and offices for
administration and Medical Records and Stores.

The project is funded, through grant funding from the 11" EDF. But, | just want
to remind you, Mr. President, that in 2008, when this NNP Government demitted office,
the funding for this project was secured. All that the NDC Administration had to do was
to implement the Project, but because of infightings among them and wanting to make
one Member look bad they never implemented this Project. We lost the funding. And, it
took this Administration, when we returned into Office, in 2013, to renegotiate with the
European Union, to get those resources towards doing this, because this is critically
important.

You see, Mr. President, our Hospital model is after the Pan American Health
Organization Model, and they believe, yes, one major Hospital, but with the
development of satellite offices, or as we would say Polyclinics around the country and
at those Polyclinics, you will be able to do a lot of the services that you would be able to
get at the General Hospital. So, when you’re talking about Maternity Wards and
Delivery Rooms and so forth, the St. John’s facility will do this, and the others around
the country will do the same thing. That was the intension. But, because we were not
able to implement this project in the period 2008 to 2013, we are in this crises. So,
when you hear a lot of talk about not having beds for pregnant mothers at the Hospital,
you guys are responsible for that. You should have implemented this project before.
We would have now probably going onto the one for St. Andrew. So, we have shot
ourselves in the foot. The former Administration did that, so now we come and play
most righteous and holy and criticising healthcare and not knowing you did that. You
caused us to be in this position. But, of course, thank God for February 2013, when this
NNP Administration returned and we are fixing this thing, because the healthcare of our
people, as we say: ‘The Health of a Nation is the Wealth of a Nation’, we don't talk it, we
live it; and that’s what we subscribe to and hence the reason why we look forward to the
completion of this Facility by the ending of 2020, early 2021. So, the Western Corridor,

from St. Patrick down to Gouyave, will have a State-of-the-art Facility that will provide

251



Senate Budget 2020
Held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
On Monday 2", Tuesday 3" and Wednesday 4" December, 2019.

Motions (Budget Debate)

quality healthcare for the people of the Western Corridor. We look forward to this.
(Applause)

Mr. President, | want to move quickly to NAWASA. | did talk about it and | know
quite a lot has been happening and they have spoken of an increase in rates and while
we often complain when we are asked to pay a little more, and, | am not saying you do
not have a right to complain, but let’s look at the value and we have seen it over the
weekend and up to yesterday; and | think the people in the South today, because we
have some disruption, broken mains, because slippage of the road and then we had
turbidity in the water. But, one of the things | want to really highlight in this, which | think
it's of critical importance is the investment that NAWASA is going into, ICT, so let us
look at it.

Dams are at remote locations, and if the rain is going to come in the night or so,
you’re hardly going to be able to get technical people to go out into the area to turn the
dams off. So, we want to move into the area of technology, so at a remote location, we
can touch a button and shut the dam down and use what we have in storage. So, we
will not, in any way, cause the turbid water to get into that which we have in storage; so
that is important and | think it is critically important.

| looked at a facility in China, in October and mind you, to produce one gallon of
water is not cheap. | know we have a member of the Board here and probably he could
speak more to this. To produce one gallon of water is not cheap; to ask our Grenadian
people to pay an increase of two dollars and eighty-one cents ($2.81) per month on
your current bill towards getting an improved service, | think it's reasonable, it's
reasonable.

Well, let us look a little further, Mr. President. | remember in 2006/2007,
thereabout, Government was moving into the direction of removing standpipes, and the
intention was, you do the survey and to ascertain the number of persons using those
standpipes. In a lot of cases, it’s just a few households of Senior citizens. What did the
Government decided? We agreed for the removal of the standpipe, but provide water
for those homes at Government’s expense and Government would pay for it, that is
forward thinking.
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When the installation of the Meters was done, while it was criticised, but | always
believe it's the best thing, because you can manage the amount of water you will
consume, but at the same time you can determine what your rate is going to be,

because you will conserve.

Mr. President: Let me just add, Senator, without disrupting your thought. You
know, when those Meters were first thought about, the Union, Technical and Allied,
actually led in the campaign for the installation of the Meters and we were at the
forefront. | think, Senator De Allie, you could recall that. We were in the forefront
calling on the people to accept metering, as the best way for delivering the service and

for paying for it. | just thought I should make that point.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Thank you, very much, Mr. President, for

your intervention. You are always welcome, too; at least | could get back a minute.

(Laughter)

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: But, the point is and that’s the point and we
have to be mindful of the changing times. Yes, we are getting support from the Green
Climate Fund of one hundred and twenty-five million dollars ($125 m). But, Grenada
has to put in 4.5 m Euros into this. The Green Climate Fund is largely taxpayers’
money from around the world and they are looking for us as Grenadian people to make
a contribution to this Facility, as well. So, the Agreement towards this increase is
showing good faith that, as a people, we are committed to the development of this
Country. (Applause).

| know the comparison was given, as it relates to the cost of a thousand (1,000)
gallons of water in the Region. In Antigua and Barbuda, it costs twenty dollars ($20.00);
the Bahamas, just about one hundred dollars ($100.00); Barbados, eighteen dollars
($18.00); the BVI, fifty dollars ($50.00); Cayman Islands, forty-four dollars ($44.00);
Dominica, twenty-one dollars ($21.00); Grenada, eight dollars ($8.00); St. Vincent, six
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dollars ($6.00) — but there is a difference here — St. Vincent pays it through the EVL
(Environmental Levy), so people has been contributing towards this already, so that was
just a makeup, to bring it in line. St. Lucia twelve dollars ($12.00), and Jamaica twenty
dollars ($20.00).

Mr. President, it is clear, we have been subsidising this for the longest while, but
if we have to live up to the times and to mitigate against the impacts of climate change
and to build resilience within the Water Sector, we are required to make a contribution
towards this. And, you know, when our people would be able to know there is the
reduction, or the removal of turbidity in water, because NAWASA now have the
technology to shut off the dams from a remote location, we will be the better for it. And,
in keeping with the investment climate that has been established and the number of
new facilities, $2.2 b worth of investment, hotels and the likes, it is obvious there will be
a greater need for clean, portable drinking water; so we are moving ahead of the curve.

Mr. President, | also wanted to speak to, and | know there was a concern that we
said vehicles over ten (10) years will no longer will be allowed to come into this Country,
and people started to think about it and thinking, well, this is kind of hard. You see,
Grenada having ratified the Kigali Amendment to the Montreal Protocol, is now required
to phase down the consumption of another group of refrigerants with high global
warming potential. Hydrofluorocarbons, the HFCs were introduced as replacement for
the CFH, but it was realised that the HFCs had zero ozone depleting potential, but they
were very high on global warming. And, Grenada having ratified this Convention and
being a leader in this regard, as a matter of fact we are ahead of the game. While we
have to phase out HFCs by 2030, we are almost there towards totally phasing them out.
But, now with this new issue that we are seeing, we are asked to remove this, as much
as possible, to get it off by between now and 2045.

So, ACs and so forth that are using these refrigerants, we’re going to be cutting
down, or no longer importing them. But, also in our vehicles, the same refrigerants we
use in our vehicles. So, if we have to reduce on our carbon footprints and to be in
conformity with the global train, which links also to our ability to earn grant funding, we
have to move in this direction. So, you would realise, this year, in the 2020 Budget, you
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will get a 50% discount on bringing in electric vehicles. But, there are other vehicles
here that in the Island already, which do not have the refrigerant.

The point here is this, if we have to continue to be a leader, in terms of Climate
Change and to mitigate against its impact, we have to do what is necessary; and, as a
result the ban on vehicles over ten (10) years will be implemented. But, you know
something, Mr. President, a lot of those countries, knowing that they can’t use those
vehicles in their country, they are dumping them on Small Island States. And, as we
have been saying, we are the ones with the most negligible of Green House Gas
emission. But, when there is an impact, in terms of climate change, hurricanes and
storms and so forth, we get the greatest impact. So, we have to now ensure that we do
what is necessary towards cutting back on this carbon footprint. And, Mr. President, as
we have shown leadership in the past, we will continue to do this to make sure it
happens.

Mr. President, the State of Grenada is at a good place, at this point in time, in
terms of growth in the economy, seven (7) years of positive growth, in terms of support
from the International Community and we have seen it. Because of the fiscal discipline
that we have introduced and the measures that we have taken through the Fiscal
Responsibility Act, Grenada continues to be the envy of the countries in the Region.
But, also, | heard my fellow Senator on ‘This Side’ here, Sister Williams, speaking of the
‘Go to Forums’ around the world. And, you’re been asked to speak of this economic
revolution that you have been able to facilitate in this country. | have also had these
experiences where they want to hear your story; how you’ve been able to do it; coming
from negative growth for a number of years; coming from a place where you couldn’t
pay your Public Servants salary on time; coming from a place where your debt to GDP
Ratio was 108%; how have you been able to reduce this in this short space of time?
And, what we are seeing now, Mr. President, are the benefits of this; and I still trying to
figure out what is the motivation to say we should not be so concerned about bringing
our Debt to GDP Ratio down. Itis so unfortunate. It so unfortunate.

Because, as a result, Mr. President, of bringing the Debt to GDP Ratio down,

what we have seen is, today our debt repayment is one hundred and one million dollars
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($101 m) less. (Applause) So, you know what this translates into? More monies will
be able to be spent in healthcare; in providing services for our Senior citizens; in
building our road network; in providing opportunities for our young people. One
hundred and one million dollars ($101 m), so don’t tell me “don’t be excited about your
ability to reduce your debt stock and your debt repayment, as a result of this going
down.” | remember in 2013... Mr. President, could | have a time check?

Mr. President: You have seven (7) minutes more.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: | remember in 2013, when a letter was sent
to the Minister for Finance by the former Leader of the NDC, a scathing letter, talking
about we were not dealing with our creditors in the right way and we are going to
bankrupt this economy and then made reference to Greece. And all that we said, you
had an opportunity to fix this and you didn’t, so stay and learn, watch and observe, and
today we are reaping the benefits of it, because prudent decisions were made towards
fixing this economy.

And, today, | felt hurt, really hurt that you would give information, because |
listened to a speech last night, and | heard the very said same thing being said in the
speech by the two (2) young Senators on the ‘Other Side.” And, | couldn’t understand
why would you; it appears to me that you wilfully mislead these young people, to give
them information that you know is not right; to come and say we don’t have a
Cardiologist?

Mr. President, we have had the support, through CHORES, because we have
never in the history in this country ever had a Cardiologist resident in this country. But,
we have had the support, through CHORES, and for the last... we had in November,
two (2) times, we had in September, we had one, and they came to the Hospital to
provide services that had never happened in the Hospital. Also, we have Urologists.
We have Oncologists and the list was provided to you. Why would you give a young

person misleading information like this? And, | feel hurt, because when we are
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supposed to be leading our young people in the right direction and providing support for
them in holistic development, we use them as pawns. It's really painful.

But, Mr. President, today, we are hearing of this Al Jazeera tape and briefcase
and five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000.00). This story first started in 2000, Mr.
President, you are aware of it, and | have every reason to believe the idea for this story
started right here in Grenada. But, you know what happened? David Merchant and he
is behind the same story that is going on there, the same people who prepared this tape
is the same people who attacked me and said | knocked down a Journalist and broke

her foot, which was fake news.

(Time Bell rings)

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: The same people. But, | want to say to us
today, Mr. President, as the Great God is above and we have seen that they could not
produce one shred of evidence. And, this David Merchant, | listened to him, he was
angry, because we had a video tape with a gentleman, Eddie Frederick and David
Merchant on the front page of the Grenada Today saying that they have the evidence.
Grenadians went to Sugar Mill to see this tape, never saw it. They went to Grenville, it
never happened, because it was all a hoax to deceive the people of Grenada, Carriacou
and Petite Martinique. Why would you do this? And, today you come back with the

same story?

(Inaudible comments by Mr. President)

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Thank you; so, Mr. President...

(Inaudible comments by Mr. President)

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: | understand, Mr. President.
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(Inaudible comments by Mr. President)

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: But, | stand here today to say that, as a
people | want you to go and do your research. This tape is a hoax again. But, we will
no longer be deceived. Grenada will continue to rise and do well under the leadership
of Dr. the Rt. Hon. Keith Mitchell, because he has provided astute leadership for this
Country and today the benefits that we are reaping is, as a result of this leadership.

Mr. President, | want to thank you and | want to wish you the best for the
Christmas Season. It is the best time of the year and | look forward to the music and all
the goodies that are going to be around. And, | wish the staff of the Parliament the

same. God bless you. (Applause)

Mr. President: Senator the Honourable Christopher De Allie.

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. President, |
want to start off, first of all, by apologising for my voice. | am still fighting the effects of
some flu of some sort.

Mr. President, before | get into the meat of the presentation, | want to answer a
couple questions that were posed by my Honourable Senator to my right, who is absent
today, in particular, reference to NAWASA, because | know he referred to certain things.
And, | know my colleague Senator on the ‘Other Side’ would have spoken to some of
them. But, one of the things he spoke about is the one hundred and twenty-five million
EC dollars (EC$125 m) grant funds from GCF and the fact that we haven’t received and
nothing has been done.

| just want to let the young Senator know that since 2015 NAWASA formulated
the projects under this Fund, this Climate Fund, and we are in 2019, and we got
approval about a year and half ago for the projects, and it has taken us almost a year
plus to get the paperwork in place. And, we were only told about two (2) weeks that

everything has been affected, in terms of the paperwork and we expect, by the time we
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put everything in place we wouldn’t see boots on the ground, probably, June/July of this
year; that’s is the nature of these projects.

And, when you get grant funding of that nature, as my Senator on the ‘Other
Side’ Senator Williams said, it's complex and the negotiations are complex. And, | just
want to say to the House and to the Nation, as a whole which was said by NAWASA
already that one of the things with the rate increase that we are trying to look at is to
improve, not only the quality of the water, but the quantity and the consistency of
delivery of the water. And, we intend to spend one hundred and seventy-eight million
dollars ($178 m) over the next five (5) years or so, between (5) and ten (10) years in
upgrading the Systems. Where is the upgrade going to be, Mr. President? The
upgrade is going to be spent on pipe works, and let me just give you a quick rundown.

This new tariff would help us finance issues like, we’re going to spend eight-five
million dollars ($85 m) in pipeline upgrade. So, the problem we’'ve been seeing,
recently, with all the breaks in the System and we have to shut down various parts of
the country, because of the breaks, here we're going to be spending eighty-five million
dollars ($85 m) in pipe upgrade; twenty-five million dollars ($25 m) is going to be spent
in production facilities. So, Mr. President, one of the issues we have in NAWASA, when
you have plenty rain, we have to shut down. When we have Dry Season, we have to
shut down. So, people have asked, well, when can we could get water properly,
because when endless rain falling we still have to shut down and the issue is basically
storage. When we have a lot of rain, what we call the ‘raw water storage’ we are
limited, so when those waters become turbulent, filled with a lot of mud and so on, we
have to shut down the Facility.

But, on the treated water side, we also have limited storage, so that even though
we shut down the raw water side, and we start to supply from what we have treated, we
just have so much we could supply. So, we have to throttle back and we have to shut
down people, and you hear a lot of areas around the Island don’t have water for how
many hours a day and so on. So, the idea of this project, through the Green Climate
Fund, is to increase storage on both sides, on the raw water side and on the treated

water side, and we are going to spend, as | said twenty-five plus million dollars on that.
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We are going to spend forty-five million dollars ($45 m) on upgrading the Meters.
The technology is twenty (20) years old, so we have to now spend and replace all the
meters and get to the point where we could literally monitor the meters, remotely. So,
you could be able to download an app from NAWASA, have it on your phone and you
can monitor your usage in your house of your meter, as you are using water and that is
where we need to get it.

Senator Garraway on the ‘Other Side’, through you, Mr. President, indicated that
we want the ability to remotely deal with our Plants and when we are adding chlorine to
the water to disinfect it and other treatments that we should be able to remotely monitor
that facility and be able to handle it remotely, because in some of those Facilities,
because of where they are located we cannot have them manned twenty-four hours a
day by physical beings being there. So, we need that Facility and we call that system a
SCADA System, which we will be looking to implement.

We are also going to be spending twenty-three million dollars ($23 m) on waste
water, because we have an issue with sewerage. And, you know, in recent times we
have made social media where people talking about sewerage bubbling on the
Carenage and all of that, so we are going to be spending quite a bit of money in that
area. So, that is part of the reason for the increase in rates and when you look at what
the increase is going to cause, | mean, quickly, Mr. President, we have here, if you're
using five hundred (500) gallons of water, you used to pay fourteen dollars and eighty-
five cents ($14,85), you’re now being asked to pay seventeen dollars and fifty-eight
($17.58), two dollars and fifty-three cents more ($2.53). If they are using five thousand
(5000) gallons, you used to pay sixty-three (63), you're now going to ($73.94), ten
dollars ($10) more. If you were using eight thousand, eight hundred (8,800) gallons a
month, you used to pay one hundred and thirty-six dollars and seventy-six cents
($136.76), you're now going to pay one hundred and sixty dollars ($160.00). So, what
we did when we did this rate increase was to be sensitive on the domestic side. So, the
real increase is more on the commercial side than on the domestic side. So, we were
careful, Mr. President, that the impact of the increases to the average man and the

average user in Grenada is not going to be significant.
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Mr. President: Just a brief intervention, because earlier on, | was told, as
President that these rates will kill people. | just wanted to know whether or not you

contemplated in the rates, the funding of your Pensions commitment.

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Right. We did, Mr. President. | wouldn’t
go into to that, but we did. Mr. President, so now if | should go to my substantive
response to the 2020 Budget that was presented by the Minister for Finance.

Let me say at the onset, Mr. President, that the Private Sector has always and
continue to say, that we love when we see structure and uniformity placed in something
like the Budget, because we come from a history where we used to present these
Budgets, primarily for two (2) reasons, to give the legal authority via Votes for the Public
Sector to spend the money that is presented, and to also give an indication of where we
hope to get these monies from.

We are now attaching our Budgets to what we call a 2035 National Development
Plan, a sixteen-year projection of where we want to be and the areas that we want to
affect in society; and hopefully a document that rises above the petty politics of our
country and the five-year cycle system of, we have to always be worried about in five (5)
years’ time, if we would be in power or not and whether or not the new Party coming in
or the new Government coming in will cancel all the programmes that we had from the
previous Government.

We are hoping that we have lifted the maturity of our people and our politicians to
the point where we could develop a 2035 document. You know, there are some
countries in the world, they have a three-hundred (300) year document, three hundred
(300) years in the future deciding on where they want to go. We only have fifteen (15)
or sixteen (16). But, it gives us a blueprint of where we feel we can go and get, whether
it be Education, whether it be development of our people through Education, whether it
be, whatever it is. And, Mr. President, through your leave, | just want to quickly read
something from the document, because | think it is important that we remind our people

that the 2035 document speaks to three (3) goals.
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Mr. President: Which page are you on?

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Say that again.

Mr. President: Which page are you on?

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: | am on page (14) of the National
Sustainable Development Plan, 2020-2035. It speaks to “Goal #1: High Human and
Social Development: Putting People at the Centre of Sustainable Development and

Transformation,” which is critical, and I'll come to some...

Mr. President: And, where is that?

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: It is under National Goals, Executive
Summary under National Goals. It's Roman Numerals (xix). | think that still remains
fourteen (14) well, yes, Roman Numerals, under Executive Summary. “Goal 2: Vibrant,
Dynamic, Competitive Economy with Supporting Climate-and-Disaster-Resilient
Infrastructure.” Excellent goal, we can’t debate that. “Environmental Sustainability and
Security,” as well.

And, then there is another section that speaks to National Development
Outcomes and it lists eight areas, and as they say in the document eight (8) pillars: “A
Healthy Population” and we had a lot of discussion this morning on Health; Educated,
Productive, Highly-Skilled, Trained and Conscious Citizens;” the largest part of the
Budget is in Education. Outcome, No. 3, “A Resilient, Inclusive, Gender-Sensitive and
Peaceful Society;” Security, “Broad-based, Inclusive and Sustainable Economic Growth
and Transformation; Competitive Business Environment; Modern Climate and Disaster
Resilience Infrastructure; Climate Resilience and Hazard Risk Reduction and Energy
Security and Efficiency.”

| don’t think anyone of us in this House or in the Nation could debate the

importance of these outcomes for our society, as we move forward and that the Plan
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encompasses one where it cuts across all the divides and for that reason, Mr.
President, | think that it was critical to align our Budget with this document to develop
ourselves over the next few cycles, and not have it depend on any Political Party, or any
new Government that may come into Office. (Applause)

The other area that | want to touch on, quickly, is the foundations of this Budget.
And, | said, you know, Mr. President, in previous years, when we did Budgets, we never
had a lot of things attached to the Budget, so you never got a feel. In the Private
Sector, when we do a Budget, you have to give assumptions that guides the Budget.
Why we’re predicting income of X’ amount? What is it based on? You have areas that
you highlight. Is it you’re improving marketing? What it is you’re doing? So, you had a
basis to understand the figures. We never used to do that in the past. We started doing
that. And, you know when | took up the documents this year to prepare my response, |
was inundated with a number of these documents, and | said, “Lord, when would | finish
read?” But, we have a document that speaks to strategic approach. We have a
Medium Term Plan, 2020 — 2022, that is telling us how we’re going to operate in the
next three (3) years. So, we have a three-year rolling cycle. We have a document on
the FRL and a lot of the targets that are set by these documents are determined by the
FRL, which is a Law, and | know my friend in Labour have difficulties with some aspects
of the Law and so be it. And, it talks about Medium Term Fiscal Framework and what
we intend to achieve there.

Then, we have a document that speaks to the review of 2019, Actual
Performance versus Budget, a Compliance Assessment Report, 2018-2019, and when
you go to that document you could see how we have performed on page (5) of that
document, Mr. President. | wouldn’t go in for time, but it details what we have done.
So, it compares where we have performed, whether the Budget we set was reasonable
or not and where we had fell down. It now puts structure into the whole thing and it now
makes reading this document and them, sensible, at least for me, because from how |
think, | need to know how | performed, whether the Budget was realistic or not, and
whether what we are now presenting and projecting forward has any realism in it at all,

and it must be guided by some past history that we have had and what the numbers are
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saying, and where we see the risks, because there is another document that speaks to
that.

We have one on Medium Term Debt Management Strategy, and we also have
one that speaks to the financial risks and the compliance risks that we may face going
forward and whether or not we will achieve the issues and the figures that we put in
these documents and present it before this House and before our people. And, our
people must know what are the risks attached to the revenue, why we may not need the
revenue targets, whether they are high risks or low risks. What are the risks attached to
the expenditure revenue? And, we're going to come to the implementation aspect of
the Capital Budget in a while, the PSIP, a lot has been said about that.

| want to go quickly to talk about the Debt, and the issue of the Debt, and a lot
has been said inside here. And, on the final thing on that, before |1 go to Debt, Mr.
President, | want to say that, | want to compliment our Politicians, this Government, |
want to compliment our people, in general, that we seem to be lifting our level of
maturity in understanding what is going to happen, how it's going to happen, as it
relates to Fiscal Policy and spending of our Governments, going forward. We now have
Laws that dictate that we do certain things. We spend to a certain level and it's not a
free for all. A Minister can’t just walk in now to Finance and say, you know, | have some
issue, something with something, | need one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00)
more. It doesn’t work so anymore and that keeps our people in line. That is an
excellent thing, even though it has to force us, in terms of our maturity level, so be it, let
us go there.

The debt situation, Mr. President, you know we have a whole document here
termed, ‘Medium Term Debt Management Strategy.” | don’t know how much of us read
it. You know, | took a little time to read it, and | just want to highlight a few things. It
gives us a lot of information on how we intend to manage our debt, going forward. How
we intend to change the debt, the type of debt that we have, Treasury Bills versus
Loans, versus other types of things; how we intend to move that cycle and, Mr.
President, in the document, quickly, on page (1), ‘Overdue,” under ‘Debt Management

Objective’ through your leave, | want to read three (3) things here.
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It says: “The objectives of the Public Debt Management Act is:

(). Ensuring financing needs of the Government are met on a timely basis, and
that its debt serving obligations are met at the lowest cost over the medium-
to-long-term, in a manner that is consistent with an acceptable and prudent
degree of risks;

(if). Providing a framework for the management of Public Debt in a manner that
achieves and maintains sustainable debt; and

(iii). Ensuring that public debt management operations support the establishment
of a well-developed domestic debt market in the medium-to-long-term.”

In other words, Mr. President, we would have debt, that's the nature of our
economics. We cannot progress, as a Small Island Nation without debt. Our
economies and the economics doesn’t permit that. Of course, if we see the realisation
of the hydrocarbon proposed deposits, that may change.

But, it also goes on in the document, on page (11) to say: “The rapid decline in
debt that was spoken about so much inside the House today was supported by debt
restructuring activities that have now ended, as well as fiscal improvement. The end-
time target for 2022 is to be equalled two or below 55%. Meeting this target would
require reducing the stock of debt and or increasing economic growth. Interest
payments, as a percentage of GDP shows declines from 3.6% in 2015 to 1.8%, which
has been driven by both lower interest rates achieved through highly concessional loans
and a reducing stock of debt.”

And, Mr. President, the reason | have read that is because we have heard a lot
about why the race to reduce debt. It's an obvious thing. Why the race? You paid us in
interest, so you have more monies available to invest in Social Programmes, invest in
Health that we so much talk about. If we restructure the debt, our principal payments
may reduce based on the restructuring and part of the restructuring means we will get a
longer term, more years to pay the debt, so there is less cash outflow in any one term,
or in any one year to the debt. And, | think in the Prime Minister's document, he spoke
about over one hundred million dollars ($100 m) would be saved through these debt

restructurings and reductions of the debt levels.
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Mr. President: If | may conjoin you, he also indicated that we can attract better

loan financing.

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: That’s right, as we go forward.

(Inaudible comments by Mr. President)

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Yes, that is correct, Mr. President, and
when you read the document, the Medium Term Debt Management Strategy, the target
is to change the nature of the debt, as well, not only go for loans and to have a higher
percentage in probably instruments like Treasury Bills and so on and so forth, so that
even our people could benefit from it. So, when you buy Treasury Bills you could get
interest and then the Government is not heavily indebted in the sense to our
commitments to these high interest activates.

(Member Coughs)

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Mr. President, you have to abide with me
with this thing.

So, Mr. President, moving along, when you look at the Budget Review for 2019,
Government has performed creditably. Yes, GDP has improved and is expecting end of
the year a 3.2% and we have had growth over the last five (5) to seven (7) years. There
is a debate on whether the GDP growth is reaching the ordinary citizens right down and
that is debatable, because GDP growth, as we know has come from a few Sectors. It
has come from Tourism, private Education and to, some degree, Retail and
Construction. And, when you look at those Sectors, probably Tourism is the only one
you can say without any sense of doubt it would reach the ordinary person right down.

On the areas of Retail Trade and Private Services, not necessarily right down to
the ground, but obviously there is some impact. Our current revenues did very well.

They were at 782 versus a budget at 780, so we did better than expected. On
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expenses, we spent six hundred and fifty million dollars ($650 m) compared to six
hundred and thirty-nine million ($639 m). Again, we improve here. Grants received
were less than expected. We wanted to get one hundred and eighty-seven (187), one
hundred and eighty four (184), | am rounding figures, we got ninety-eight (98). The
catalyst was one hundred million ($100 m), we wanted to spend one hundred and
ninety-six million dollars ($196 m), so we didn’t do well there.

Unemployment

That's 15%, not sure. You know, Mr. President, | have always been controversial
on the unemployment thing. And, | hear my friend in Labour, my Colleague Senator on
the ‘Other Side’ and my other colleagues on the right, about whether it was 40% or
35.3%. | wouldn’t debate what the percentage is, what | know, for sure, it was high and
it probably was in the thirties and heading wherever. What | know for sure now, Mr.
President, it's not there, it's lower than where it is, (applause) whether it's 10%,15%, or
what it is, it's lower. | am not debating the actual figure. What | am debating is that it is
not at where it was before, so that is an improvement.

| have always been controversial on this, and | always believe that 15.2% quoted
by the Prime Minister is probably less than that, not that. And, the reason | say that, is
this. | know, in the Private Sector, my good friend on my left, that if you look in the
papers recently, Construction Companies have to be putting out ads to get people to
come to work. They have been doing that on a regular basis. We have projects going
on and we can’t get Labourers’ to come, we can’t get Carpenters, we can’t get
Plumbers, we can’t get Masons. We have to import and we does quarrel about that,
because we're saying what happen to the guys, but yet still we have guys sitting on the
side of the road that refuse to go and get a job on these Construction sites and
sometimes other sites, because one of the reasons they’'ll say to you, either the work
too hard or we into slavery because if you have an organised site from the time you
reach in the morning you have your work plan out. You can’t reach 8:00 o’clock and
start to have breakfast between 8:00 and 8:30, and then start to talk and start to work by
9:00 o’clock; and when you take lunch at 12:00 o’clock you can’t come back 2:00
o’clock from lunch and talk through the afternoon, you have to work, now that is a
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difference. And, my friend here, my Labour Senator on the ‘Other Side’ talks about
management and managing the site and managing the work, but when we do that, we

get complaints that we’re trying to make them slaves.

(Inaudible Comments by Mr. President)

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Excellent, Mr. President, you see where |
am going. So, | say that and | always remain controversial on that. | think when you
choose to work, you cannot be an unemployed person, you cannot, because there is
work available and you choose to work or not; and you know in Grenada, we’re
fortunate. You could sit down by the side of the road, don’t work and still eat a good
meal every day, and have a woman and children, as well, so you have entertainment,
(laughter) so you’re good. You don’t must work to do that, you know, Mr. President. In
another country out there, if you don’t work you starve and you become a vagrant and
you have to go in a kitchen to get a little meal, not here. We could eat, go and fish, go
in the river, pick a breadfruit and we have a proper meal, we beg to buy some flour to
get some dumpling and we’re good to go. We’re good, because working is not tied to
eating and that is a critical situation we have here.

So, Mr. President, we, in the Private Sector believe that the performance in 2019
serves the Private Sector in two (2) particular ways, it speaks to stability, because when
Government is showing that they can meet their targets and their fiscal responsibilities,
as they have laid out, it gives us the impression in the Private Sector that there is
stability.

It also says to us that when Government can pay their bills on time, to the Private
Sector Companies that buy from them and even the Utility Companies that is so critical
to our survival, that is a positive, that is a positive and we cannot let that bypass without
saying that. It speaks to Government meeting their responsibility and that is an
important thing.

The other most important thing for us is a level of confidence it sends into the

society on what is happening. You know, this is led by the Government. There are no
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two (2) ways about it. Government is one of our largest employers. When you look at
the PSIP Programme, they have spent huge amounts of money, and no matter which
Government in the world, that is now it is. The big United States, infrastructure now is a
big talking point, all their bridges falling down and this and that and the other, and if they
pump money into that, it sends confidence in the economy, people want to invest,
people have money to spend, business improves. So, for us, the performance in 2019
has been commendable, from a Private Sector point of view, and we believe that’s the
way to go and we encourage the Government to continue in that light.

But, before | get off 2019, | must say, Mr. President, you see that BAICO matter, |
know it wasn’'t spoken about in this Budget. The Prime Minister mentioned in the
Budget before and probably one before, but it seems to have gone. But, | want to
remind them it's not gone and | am raising it, because there is still too much people in
this country, Pension Plans, and | speak particularly about guys in Seamen and
Waterfront Workers’ Union and other places that are suffering, because of that BAICO
issue. And, | want the Government to never take it off the radar. We must get some
relief, whether through the Court System, or otherwise, for the people who have lost so

much money in that BAICO matter.

(Inaudible Comments by Mr. President)

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Well... And, | know my brother here would
not back down to that challenge. But, the BAICO matter is an important matter for all of
us. All of us workers, all of us are workers, whether we’re in management or wherever,
we are all workers, so, it’'s an important issue for us. So, | hope my friend, the Leader of
Government’s is on this.

2020 Budget

Mr. President, we are projecting $1.146 b compared to 2019, $1.134 b, so no
major increase, in terms of the total spend that we’re projecting. We expect revenues to
go up to $786.2 m, or 0.5% more. Recurrent expenditure $633.7 m, or 3% more than

last year. Loan payments are $287 m; Capital Expenditure $225.3 m. Mr. President, so
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| am going to spend a little time on that; and, of course, inflation is expected to be about
1.6% over the year, no major crisis for us here, as we see, in terms of inflation. And,
the main Sectors that is expected to lead the growth are the same, Education, Tourism,
Transport, Retail and to some degree, Manufacturing. Construction, on the other hand,
in 2019, decreased by approximately 15 to 17%. | know the figures have been 15%,
but it's around there. The GDP projected for this year is ending at 3.2% and for next
year at 4.2%, excellent prediction for GDP, that’s the kind of rate we need to let it go.

Construction, on the other hand, because Construction is so important to short
term labour and getting people in short term jobs, | could understand why the argument
was made that how could jobs be decreasing when Construction is down and the
rationale and to reconcile that. So, and | could also understand the rationale why the
Government is investing so heavily in the PSIP Programme, and, of course, the Private
Sector on the ‘Other Side,” and | will come to that shortly.

Mr. President, | want to go to Education, because | have some pet peeves. The
Leader of Government’s Business, when he spoke, spent more than an hour talking
about Education. And, he spent a long time, because that is a pillar in this Budget,
people, being people focused, spending a lot of time on Teacher Education and so on
and so on and so forth. And, from where we sit in the Private Sector we support all the
initiatives listed out and the reasons and we support them. We support them in a
serious way. A lot of monies is going to be spend on school maintenance, new
buildings, etcetera, etcetera, and we have no issues with that, none, at all. We believe
time must be spent on Education.

But, Mr. President, | want to spend a little time on the issue of TAMCC, and | am
probably best served to spend and to state what | want to say, because | have spent the
last twenty (20) years of my life serving at TAMCC on the Finance Committee and ten
(10) of those twenty (20) years on the Council, so | am pretty much familiar with the
school on the administrative side.

| am also a Graduate of this Institution, when it was IFE, an Institution over forty
(40) years old. And, you know, Mr. President, the hurtful thing with this TAMCC
operation is that in that time | have spent at TAMCC, there is a prevailing thinking in this
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Government and the Governments before this, that this is the worse Institution that have
even been created, we have the most cost overruns, we have the highest paid teachers
and the people we put out, don’t worth it, but in the reality it is not the truth. And, at the
Cabinet level, it doesn’t matter which Minister for Education comes in, he or she comes
with this notion that we have to cut costs in TAMCC, we have to remodel everything
they’re doing, get rid of that, something has to be wrong. What | want to tell the people
of this country that is the worst concept and it's the wrong concept.

This is an institution of over forty (40) years that have produced an average
graduated, an average between fifteen hundred (1500) and two thousand (2000)
students every year. They come out with some of the best results in CAPE. Their
Associated Degree in TAMCC is accepted by almost any University in the United States
and otherwise. (Applause) So, we have to be doing something good. Our quality of
education must be up to the level and when these students go to Universities, far and
wide, they perform among the best. We could check the records. We could check all
the Doctors and so on that come back and gone through TAMCC. It is one of the best
Institutions, in terms of Graduates and the quality of the Graduates that we put out.

Well, let us go to the side of the finance, and let’s talk about that, because, you
know, we have a thing going on now with the Teachers and these increments, and it's
good for us to be factual and put it where it is. | am not on the side of anybody. | am
not on the side of the Teachers, or the workers or the side of the Government. | am on
the side of the Institution. That’s the side | am on and | want to state some facts.
TAMCC, right now, in school fees, we would generate in any one year when we take in
students, a little over one million dollars in fees. That is what we get. And, the reason
why, our student fees is eight hundred and ten dollars ($810.00) per student, per annum
for a course. | want to repeat that. | know my brother teaches me how to repeat it,
eight hundred and ten dollars ($810.00) per student, per year.

The average course in TAMCC cost us to run between three thousand, five
hundred dollars ($3,500.00) and six thousand, eight hundred dollars ($6,800.00)
depending on what you’re doing, per student, per year. | want to repeat that. | should

repeat that, eight hundred and ten dollars ($810.00) versus a cost of three thousand,
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five hundred dollars ($3,500.00) to six thousand, five hundred dollars ($6,500.00) to six
thousand, eight hundred dollars ($6,800.00). Six thousand, eight hundred dollars is
Computer Engineering and those kinds of things, three thousand, five hundred dollars
($3,500.00) is some of the other things.

On top of that, Mr. President, here we have Governments coming to us and
saying, listen, we have three hundred (300) students that want to do Electrical or
Refrigeration. The classrooms we inherit from since the days of GTVI... | don’t know

how many of us inside here remember GTVI.

(Members Raised Their Hands)

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Right, we still have some people. Right.
So, those classrooms could accommodate forty (40) students. The equipment inside
there are out-dated, twenty (20) years old. But, we have a hundred (100), or two
hundred (200) students wanting to do the course. The Government is saying to us, you
can’t turn them back, you have to take them, but what are we have to do? You have to
have three (3) and four (4) classes a day to accommodate the numbers. That means
that we have to hire a junk staff, that means salaries and wages are going on. So, let
me get to that.

We have had, in TAMCC, the Government gives us an average of thirty million
dollars ($30 m) a year in subvention. That goes primarily to pay salaries and Utility bills.
We have nothing else left when we do that. The million dollars we collect in fees is to
pay for everything else in the school: supplies for labs and everything else to run the
school. So, Mr. President, the question is, where does TAMCC get this $6.1 m we’re
owing to Teachers as increments?

Now, we can argue, fair argument that the increment system is probably not the
best system for TAMCC and rewarding Teachers, as they go along. But, we inherited
that from the same Public Service, when TAMCC was under the Public Service and
then became a Statutory Body. So, when you hear and you read in some papers that

they never knew about this situation and the situation is a surprise. This thing with the
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increments going on since 2013. When did the Government came in power, again, this
new Government, not 2013, Mr. President? Right. So, this is going on since 2013.
We're in 2019. The bill now is $6.1 m for increments. How we could not know about
that? We, at TAMCC, as a Member of the Finance Committee has been presenting the
Government every year that this is a situation that is developing and we need to deal
with it. Right. We have not. | don’t want my Leader of Government’s Business friend
on the ‘Other Side’ to answer me, but | must say what it is.

To add insult to injury, Mr. President, the Government will come to us and say,
listen, guys, you need to keep TAMCC and expand services. So, let me give you some
examples. The days, when we used to run the Nursing Programme, they came to us
one year and say, you have to take over the Nursing Programme. The Nurses used to
get a stipend and the stipend had to be paid. It was paid before when it was under
Ministry of Health and we had the Nursing School by the Ministry of Health Budget.
They came to TAMCC and the Budget was never transferred to us, so we had to find
money to pay the Nurses; that is how it was.

They told us we need to open a school in Sauteurs, because we cannot have
parents coming up and down and the cost of transport. Yes, we went and we opened
Sauteurs. Did we get a Budget for Sauteurs? No. Carriacou is a similar thing. And, in
all that, we still have students up to this day in TAMCC whose parents who cannot
afford to pay the eight hundred and ten dollars ($810.00) a year and send their children
down with transport depending on where they’re living, especially in the outer Parishes
and give them a meal. We still have that.

So, Government comes in and help with transport cost and then TAMCC goes
out to the Private Sector to get donations to feed some of our girls and our boys.
(Applause) And, you know some of our girls have to end up doing some strange things
in order to stay there. Don’t talk about that part of the social aspect, but this is the
reality. So, we cannot, as a Government, say we’re ignoring the plight of these
Teachers that have not been paid properly since 2013 to now, and it is not their fault.
We have a system of increments that probably is not the best, but we all knew about it.

So, we can’t duck now and say, we don’t know, and then you hear some people say in
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the public, well, you know the Finance Committee has to find the money for TAMCC,
that is... (I don’t want to use the word, BS), we cannot. And, these are some of the
things that we have inherited in TAMCC that must be said. We don’t operate in
isolation. We operate in an environment where we need to discuss and we can’t do
nothing with fees, unless we get the blessings from the Ministry of Education and the
Board at TAMCC. We cannot, that’s just the nature of the beast.

And, you know, Mr. President, to end on this, | think the Teachers are
reasonable. If you go to the Unions and you say to them, listen, Government can’t pay
this money in one go, we don’t have the fiscal space, but offer us, two, three, four
tranches, | am sure the Teachers will come back and say, we're happy to accept. But,
you cannot ignore, for almost six (6) years and only a little piece in that have been paid
and the bill is $6.1 m now and expect them to be not complaining. | do not think that is
reasonable, for no human being, no matter where you sit on the political divide.

But, TAMCC has served us well, and we must say that. We must not always be
criticising and say that is the worst institution that we have. (Applause) It is not and
this prevailing thought in the minds of our Cabinet Ministers that this is the worst
performing school that we have and that we’re wasteful, take it out of your all mind. Itis
not, and we must get to that point.

Under the IMANI Programme, Mr. President, passing comment, the Private
Sector has always supported the IMANI Programme and we... (oh ho), under TAMCC,
I'll go back to there. The last thing | want to say. We have not gotten no monies for
capital expenditure in TAMCC for the last five (5) years or so. | could be wrong, but
right now, we have a bill on our desk for one hundred and forty something thousand
dollars for furniture and fixtures, and another one for computer equipment that we can't
spend, because the Minister tell us we have to find money to pay the increment. You
understand; so we’re going to have students sitting down in class with desk broken and
so on. And, that is the extent where we are.

When you look at this Budget, we have millions of dollars expected. We have

upgraded from Pre Primary to Primary to Secondary, probably all of those schools in
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Grenada, not TAMCC. We haven’t gotten no CapEXx, in any significant form, to expand
the existing classes, or to deal with issues inside the school. | mean, come on.

The IMANI, we always supported the IMANI. | have no issues with the reduction
from 22.2% to 17.8%. | think the Programme has had its issues and it needs to
coordinate and get it right. We have always said that the Private Sector is happy to
support the IMANI, because to us, the IMANI does one thing, provides hope to the
young people. It may not be perfect, but it provides hope, and for that reason, | think a
lot of our crime related activities are not as bad as it ought to be, because our young
people, who full of energy, still have something to do and have a little money in their
pockets to do something. | also support the concept that we must change it, and get it
more to the point where we encourage entrepreneurship and young people to get into
their own business.

Mr. President, | want to quickly go to Social Programmes, and my comment
here is, after | went through the Budget, and | listed all the things that we’re doing here,
we are budgeting to spend, on average, $42.5 m on Social Programmes, $42.5 m:
SEED, Uniform and Transport Allowance, Needy Assistance Programme, Housing
Programme, Repair to Housing, Farm Labour Support, Support for the Elderly, Special
Projects, and of course, we didn’t talk about Burial, because there isn’'t a figure for
Burial and support for Toddlers, because there isn’t a figure for Toddlers.

But, Mr. President, of a Budget of $1.1 b, we’re spending in excess of fifty million
dollars ($50 m) on Social Programmes. And, | understand that there is a need and that
we need to keep these Programmes going. But, I think at the end of the day, we can’t
complain, we should not complain, for such a small country to have such a high bill on
Social Programmes. This is a country of less than one hundred thousand (100,000)
people, and if we have such a high bill on Social Programme, then it means that we
really need to relook some of the things that we’re doing, or not doing. (Applause)

Health

You know, Mr. President, | tend to be a little controversial here, as well. | know
we have a lot of difficulty in the Health Sector. It goes without saying. But, | also

believe, we don’t have the worst Health Sector in the world. And, | say that because our
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people still get treatment. It may not be the best. We may not have the best
equipment, and we’re looking to make improvement, NHI is one. One of the things |
learnt, recently, attending an NHI symposium was that in Grenada we have something
called Health Centres and Health Stations and there is quite a big difference. We have,
| think, about three (3) or four (4) Health Centres, my brother could correct me. We
have Grand Anse and some others, but those Health Centres stay open 24/7, and they
are staffed with a Nurse and a Doctor right throughout. Now, | don’t know how much of
us could talk about that.

In Grenada, the structure of our Health System is Primary Healthcare; in other
words, try to prevent it before it reaches to the Main Hospital area. And, if that is the
principle that we’re operating on, and we have these Health Centres and these Health
Stations, the issue seems to be in the Health Stations, because they’re only open a
certain number of days in the week and when you go it's a Nurse and a Doctor that
could only see certain people, at certain times. And, | think we have about twenty-six
(26) of those around the country, if | am not wrong. That cannot be the worst Health
System in the world, as sometimes you hear people make it out to be. Yes, we have
problems. Yes, we need proper Dialysis. But, one of the problems with Dialysis is not
just the machine, it's the support services for the Dialysis patient, in the event that they
have a problem and that is where the expense is. We don’t talk about that.

We need a good Diabetic Centre. We have too much amputations, and | think
one of my brother here mentioned the issue of Hypertension and Diabetes. We need to
change what we do, because our amputation rate is one of the highest in the world per
GDP, something we need to look at, and | am trying to look at.

| support the issue of the Sexual Offenders List and the need to get this issue

under control. Mr. President, sorry, just give me a couple minutes.

(Member drank some water)

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: So, there are areas in Health that | think

we need to work on. | am not saying we have the best Health System, but I'll give you
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an example, Mr. President, of something that occurred recently. | had a friend who lived
a lot years in Canada, retired to Grenada and decided she had some health issues and
went back to Canada, to get her health dealt with, because she was a taxpayer and,
you know, you get free health in Canada. Based on her complaint, she went back. She
is there six (6) months now and she can’t get an appointment. So, she had to go
private, because her ailment was progressing and she needed to get assistance. So,
even in the great North American countries, where they have the superior, so called,
health system, when you get there, even after you pay all your taxes and they tell you,
you’re free, you can’t get treatment, because the line so long. So, that is another thing
that we have to pay attention to. When we do our NHI, we need to understand the
benefits and some of the areas that we may have pitfalls.

Security

Mr. President, every year | come here | applaud the RGPF, because they keep
our Nation as safe as possible. There is a 73% solving rate for crime. Who else could
talk about such high numbers in the Caribbean? (Applause) And, the benefits are,
undoubtedly, what we see in the society. People come here for Carnival, they fete. Our
Senator on the ‘Other Side’ responsible for Culture will tell you 2019 was one of the
best, because people feel free, they’re safe, people don’t bothering with them, you may
have little incidents, a man thief a wallet and so on, but the Police get to deal with that
quickly. And, we cannot, undoubtedly, question how well the RGPF performs and under
the constraints that they have. My Senator colleague from Labour showed in very vivid
form, the constraints that they have to work under, in some of their living quarters and
that is so, and that is something that we need to fix.

| see, in the Budget, we have a capital spend for the Security of over three million
dollars ($3 m). | really hope some of that goes to fix these issues that were pointed out
by the Senator today. In my capacity, where we sit in Sissons, any Police Station that
come to us for paint we give them, because we understand the need and we
understand the importance of it.

But, | want to finish on one thing here. Recently, Mr. President, we had an

exercise in Sissons to test our systems for fire and the responsiveness by the Police
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and so on. And, interestingly enough, when the Fire Services responded, to our
surprise we had Firemen running into the building to check the premises, but running
back out, running back in and running back out. So, we asked the guy, well, what is
this, suppose you run back in and something falls on you and so on, in a real situation.
We don’t have a Communication System. Mr. President, | want to repeat that, we don’t

have a Communication System. So...

Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: Five (5) years now.

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: What?

Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: Five (5) years now, they don’t have that.

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: So, we have a Main Officer outside,
cannot communicate to his Officers inside, where the issue is, an emergency is, to find
out if it's clear and what and what needs to be done, so, we have to have a Runner. Mr.
President, | mean, come on. | say that to my friends on the ‘Other Side’, we cannot
have that. Do you understand the importance of the Fire Service? | think Senator
Garraway, through you, Mr. President, alluded to how much drills they had this year for
tsunamis and so on and we performed relatively well and so on, but we don’t have a

Communication Set and System for the Fire Officers?

Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: The Police don’t have it.

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: No, the Police have, the Police have. It
probably needs to be upgraded, but they have. But, | don’t understand that. | say that
to say that of that three million dollars ($3 m) we’re going and spend on upgrade, and |
think | saw somewhere in the book about communications, | really hope the Fire Service

Department is given some priority.
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Now, | won'’t even go into the suits and the Oxygen Tank, because if you come
by me in a chemical fire, you can’t run in without anything, you’re going to have a
problem. So, even that we don’t have, and we understand how important it is for our
Fire People to respond and when they respond, not responding and then they end up
dead. Mr. President, we have to pay attention to those little details.

Private Sector Small Business Development

We welcome the five million dollars ($5 m) allocated for the Business Start-ups,
but we had asked that the Government look at putting in something like a Venture
Capital Type Fund to help small businesses. And, | say that from the point of view, Mr.
President, that the GIDC, every year, have a little competition for young entrepreneurs,
young business people with excellent ideas that come and they present to us, a panel of
us, and whoever win gets ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) as the prize to seed their
business and do certain things. Ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) can’t do nothing for
a new business. It really can’t. And, | have asked the Government to look at putting a
Fund in place of, at least, a million dollars and have Private Sector match it, if
necessary.

But, it is important that we have something there we could encourage young
people who want to become Entrepreneurs. We have a five million dollar ($5 m) Fund
that the Government talks about here, but when you look at it in the Budget, it's things
like in Fishing and Agri., and so on, nothing wrong with that. But, there is the other side
of the Service Industry, students who want to do Coding, who want to write an App, who
want to offer these services for different things that’s happening. There is no sensor of
monies for that, and | say that, even though we set it up as a Venture Capital Type
Arrangement, where we have Senior people coming and help them with aspects of their
project in areas like Marketing, Research and Development, nothing is wrong with that.
But, they must know they have access to this kind of money that, at least, one million
dollars ($1 m) or two million dollars ($2 m) in a Fund that is replenishable, because as
their business grow and come off the ground, they put back into the Fund and we could

set it up that way, so that it always is there available for young people.
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We cannot have our young people; because, you know, Mr. President, of any ten
(10) projects that come, we does get one that could become an international business.
But, what we have now, for every ten (10 ) that come, we’re getting zero (0), because
we are not just giving them the kind of monies that they need. Now, when you have a
Start-up Business, you can’t go to the bank for overdraft and loan, you don’t have
security and it's too expensive. So, you need funds that come at very little or no costs
at all to help our young Entrepreneurs.

The OECS Partial Credit Guarantee Scheme

We welcome that, as well, because that helps with debt relief, a serious issue we
have with these businesses.

We also support the issue of the ten (10) year ban on the vehicles. We
understand the issue of that and the dumping and the garbage issue, and as Senator
Garraway spoke this morning through you, Mr. President, of all the issues with CFCs
and fluorocarbons. The electric vehicles, | would have loved to see it 100% waiver. |
don’t think 50% is enough to encourage people to go into that System. And, | just want
to say when you look at the Barbados model, we cannot properly run and ask people to
invest in electric vehicles and not have GRENLEC on board. We cannot, because if |
spend money on an electric vehicle and | plug it up home to charge overnight, I am
taking it from GRENLEC and what am | going to pay at, at the same rate | am paying
now? That is not making sense. You must have the support of the Utility Provider that
gives us relief, (applause) if | go that way, that when | am charging my vehicle it cannot
be at the same rate, otherwise it would not make and encourage the average person.
And, to lead off in this, Government should be the first one to move all their vehicles to
electric vehicles and lead by example. Just as how they have outfitted all the Ministries
and retrofitted them with LEDs to save on electrical costs, you need to go there. You
know, there was a picture circulating, Mr. President, of you going in a Gas Station to
charge your vehicle, electrically, and you have to start up a generator on the side. |
have no problem with it. | think we need to get it, but the thought needs to be deeper,

and we need to fight to get the Utility Provider to come with us.
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Agriculture

Another big area of spending; Feeder Roads, $1.6 m; Extension Services, half a
million; Private Sector Investment, $3.5. You know, Mr. President, | said | am going to
talk quickly on capacity. We want to spend on the PSIP Programme, half a billion
dollars, $526.26 m. | can'’t list out all the projects. | just wrote them down, five hundred
and twenty-six million ($526 m), and we have had an issue with implementation, and we
all spoke about the issue of implementation.

And, then, on the Private Sector side, we expect to spend, through the CBI
Projects, ($2.38 b); Agriculture, ninety something point four million, and in 2020, $404
m, Royalton, Reese Investment, Point at Petite Calivigny, Prickly Bay, etcetera,
etcetera. Mr. President, my issue here is not only the issue of implementation and that
is a problem. Government said they’re going to put three million dollars ($3 m) to get
more people to come in and so on. The issue is bigger than that. There is an issue of
capacity, nationally, to implement. We are not looking at that. Do we have the
necessary human resources? | am talking about countrywide. Do we have the
necessary amount of equipment to run three (3) and four (4) projects in parallel?
NAWASA wants to spend one hundred and twenty-five million dollars $125 m over five
(5) years. We have our project on Lucas Street, seven million dollars ($7 m). We have
cranes working there. When the cranes are working there, what happens to the other
projects that need cranes? Do we have enough? | am talking about capacity,
generally, for the Nation to spend two billion dollars $2 b in projects in 2020 and beyond
2020.

Mr. President: This is where, if you don’t mind, | would make an intervention. It
is necessary to bring together the Companies that are in the Construction field and to
have an open clinic with them, so that they understand that in this year, this is the
Construction that would take place; these are the phases of the construction; this would
be the requirements of equipment and find some way of helping them to procure that
equipment either through some sovereign guarantees going through the Commercial

Banks, or, maybe, our own Development Bank can have a Special Programme with

281



Senate Budget 2020
Held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
On Monday 2", Tuesday 3" and Wednesday 4" December, 2019.

Motions (Budget Debate)

some loan or money coming from the NIS to do so. So, it calls for integrated planning in
the approach towards the PSIP Programme.

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Mr. President, that's my point.

Mr. President: So, | just thought | should make that intervention, as | am no
longer on the floor, but | am taking some opportunities to suggest things that can

happen.

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: We could talk about implementation
issues, getting more Engineers, getting more Project people, trying to cut the red tape.
We have had the Ministry of Implementation, what, two years/three years now? But, it
has not served us to the point where... implementation for 2019 was what, 60%, for
what we needed? Something can’t be going right. So, we have an implementation
problem. We have issues with probably red tape, getting approvals through PPU,
getting things done, whatever it is, and we need to fix that. But, we also need to look at
the capacity issues; probably we can fix that and we can’t run the projects, because we
don’t have the capacity necessary to do it, and then we end up in the same problem;
and we come back next year in this Honourable House and we say we achieved 50% of
the two point something million dollars we want to spend, and Government would have
a hard time explaining that one.

So, Mr. President, finally on Tourism, | don’t know how much time | have left,

probably about ten/fifteen. We welcome the investments that’s going to be made.

(The President conversed with the Acting Clerk in private)

Mr. President: Senator, you have nineteen (19) minutes more.

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: | have a lot of time. | wouldn’t use the

whole nineteen (19) minutes. So, Mr. President, we welcome the investments being
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made on the Private Sector side, in the Accommodation Sector and the increase in
room stock, as predicted by this Budget. We believe that is something that is important.
We always talk about the chicken and egg and the recent Airlifts and how that will work
with what we have. But, we now know once we have the rooms, we would have
increased flights coming, and it provides an opportunity for our young people to get
employment.

And, you know, Mr. President, we have a kitchen in TAMCC for Hospitality Arts
and Services where every year we graduate, let's say forty (40) students, can’t
remember the number now, and when you go to train in the Crane, the Crane takes all,
that is in Barbados. We have Butch Stewart come and say here, some of the best
trained hospitality people comes from here, because they understand what needs to be
done. (Applause) Right now, we have equipment sitting, rusting, because we don’t
have a place to put the equipment to entertain more students in Hospitality. We can’t
be serious. | just say that as a final thing there on TAMCC. | had forgotten that one. |

get emotional with TAMCC, because | spend a lot of time there.

Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: You sound like a Trade Unionist.

(Laughter)

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: 1 sound like a Trade Unionist. You hear
that, Mr. President? | am not far from that, I'm a worker. | always tell you that.

So, Mr. President, we in the Private Sector believe that the Tourism Budget is a
good one, an increase in the Tourism Budget, and | want to give kudos to the GTA and
the Management Team and their leader, Patricia Maher. | think they have done an
excellent job in 2019 and promoting Grenada touristically. (Applause) They have, and
we must give praise where it is due. When we formed the GTA, there was a lot of
negatives and Pure Grenada and so on. These employees and people in the GTA and
the Management took it and made it what it is today; and | must compliment them, and

they have done an excellent job and we are seeing the benefits of it.
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The upgrade to the Airport is something that is welcomed. It seems to be
something that is being spoken out of in secret. We need to know a little more about it.
From a Private Sector point-of-view, we want to know what is happening there. We
hear financing is coming from China, through a Bank in China, we’re not sure. These
things we need to know a little more about and, you know, with the BELT Initiative with
the Republic of China, there is a lot of things being said about they finance things and
then they take it from you. The public needs to be educated on what is happening there
and whether we are going to lose our Maurice Bishop International Airport, if we can'’t
pay the loan.

We’'re happy to see the privatisation of the sites and the attractions. | know the
Leader of Government’s Business spoke about that, temporarily. But, that is something
that we encourage and we hope that we see coming along in 2020, in a more vigorous
way, because we understand that when some of these Entities go into Private Sector
Management, the quality improves significantly. And, if you travel to Dominica and
some of the other countries close to us and you go to their sites and their tours and their
hikes and you see the private ones, it's a stark difference from the ones that are run by
Government, it’s like night and day. So, we support that from a Private Sector point, not
because it is business in our coffers. And, you know, Mr. President, | make no
apologies for making profit, that is what we there for. We have to make profit, otherwise
workers that my friend represent here wouldn’t get profit-sharing and other things. So,
we make no apologies for that.

But, at the end of the day, the Private Sector is pleased with this Budget from the
point of view, Mr. President, that it offers us predictability. It offers us security from the
point of view that Government continues to pay its bills, on time, and it provides a level
of confidence for us that we welcome, because with confidence comes more
investment.

And, you know, Mr. President, there is a lot of talk going around about Al Jazeera
and this thing and so on and the CBI Programme; and the Al Jazeera thing about
passports to Diplomats is not a CBI issue. CBI doesn'’t issue Diplomatic Passports, that

is an issue for Foreign Affairs to deal with and what is happening there. But, | want to
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say on the CBI side that we have to understand CBI from a certain context. Small
Countries like ours, when we get into programmes where these other big countries who
have these same programmes and they see investments moving to us, they start to get
worried, and they start saying that our programme can’t be good and you see a
concerted effort. This is not the first time we have a video coming out on Antigua,
Dominica and to some extent Grenada. The want to tarnish the programme. There
isn’t any other way to say that; and the reason is because they see investments coming
our side. The history is there. Banana, they took it away from us. We went into the
Offshore Sector, they made us close it done, right across the board, because we didn’t
have the right Laws. They make us put up all kinds of Laws for ANTL and fighting crime
and terrorism and so on. You could walk into a bank in Miami and open an account in
half an hour/an hour. You could do that in any bank in Grenada? Taking you days,
because we have so much Laws and yet still they threatened us, that if we don’t put
them in, we lose all our corresponding bank relationships; come on. Why do you think
ECCB going with their Digital Dollar Caribe. We have to find a way around it. We could
do business-to-business transfers, not even using a corresponding bank, put them on
the side, that is the way; and we have to continue holding the line.

Grenada has an excellent CBI Programme. (Applause) It's not perfect, it’s not
perfect, and it will never be perfect. We will always have little issues and we have to
understand that. But, what does CBI do for us on investments? We have an NTF
(National Transformation Fund). We say we’re going to put aside part of that for
Contingency in case we have a natural disaster. We have money on our own we could
use and we also say we're going to take some to deal with debt. | can’t see what’s
wrong with that.

And, then part of the CBI Programme says, if you have a Project that you like,
come and invest in the project. We have five (5) running in Grenada now; one at the
Projects at Petite Calivigny and so on and so forth. What is wrong with that? There is
nothing wrong with that. And, when we talk about CBI from only the point of view of
selling Passports, it is a small part of the programme, and we need to talk about it in the

bigger sense. And, we also need to understand it from the point of view they will try and
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kill it, and say the worst things about it, because we are getting investments and monies
are moving this side of the world.

Mr. President, the biggest money laundering in the world takes place in New
York, because that is where the billions are. People have to launder monies there. We
can’t launder no money here. When a man runs a billion dollars through the bank, the
bank might burst, too much money for us and we must see it, we can’'t do it. So, we
have to be realistic and understand the context from where these videos and all this
nonsense on Social Media come from and we need to be conscious, as a Grenadian
people and understand what these programmes can bring for us, and also understand it
would not be prefect. We would have little bumps along the road. It's how we deal with
it that is important. (Applause)

To conclude, Mr. President, | want to thank my Creator for having me here,
although not in the best of health today, but you know this Senate is one of the places |
love. | am not sure how long | would be here, but I love being in the Senate and

interacting with my colleagues on the ‘Other Side’ and on ‘This Side.’

(Comments by Members)

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Yes, Mr. President, | went across on ‘That
Side’ earlier this morning. | said | wanted to see how the view was from ‘That Side’ to
‘This Side,” and they said they were going to keep me, but I told them, no, | don’t want
to stay there. (Laughter)

But, | also want to pay homage to my Private Sector for giving me the opportunity
to being here, again, one more time to speak about the opportunities for us, as a Private
Sector. You know, in this Budget Presentation, we had asked for deduction in taxes,
again, as we normally do, Mr. President, that's what we’re about. We didn’t get it. We
are not vex. We got last year, we can’t get every time we ask, so we’re not vex. We
look forward for the next year, but we appreciate the fact that we have stability and we
have predictability, as | said before. So, we ‘re good with that, and with investment

comes opportunity, as well.
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Without my family, Mr. President, | must pay homage to my wife and my kids.
They provide me with the stability that is needed to do all the many things that | am
involved in; so, without their support, sometimes, | can’t do what | do.

And, you know, Mr. President, with every individual comes a little base, and in
my case | have a little base that | operate from on Lucas Street, (applause) and,
certainly, the Leader of Government’s Business joins me there, occasionally, for a drink,
because that is where we interact with the ordinary persons and get views and
understand their plight, sometimes. And, when we talk about inflation, when you hang
out in a little shop, you know what exactly goes on with the price of stuff and how people
feel. So, it's a good place. | hang out there on Lucas Street, all the time, and | must
say that it provides an environment for relaxation, and if you want to visit, it's called the
‘Midget Heights’ on Lucas Street. Mr. President, you could come there. We will be

happy to have you.

Mr. President: | have passed you there regularly.

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Yes, | know you pass me there regularly.
And, of course, Mr. President, | want to wish everyone of my colleagues in the House a
Christmas filled with God’s blessings and your wishes and a prosperous New Year,
those of us who celebrate Christmas. And, you know, Mr. President, | still believe and |
am of the firm belief that | live in the best place in the world, Greens, Grenada. Thank

you, Mr. President. (Applause)

Mr. President: Thank you, Senator De Allie. You are always enlightening and
thorough. Members, well, it was a long day, but it was also a thrilling day. It was one,
which with the exchange of information, there was objective criticisms on ‘Both Sides’ of
the House. In fact, on the way to lunch, | did whisper to my Trade Union colleague that

this was the best that | heard him, and | was serious about that. | thought today’s
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session really was a good session. Tomorrow we are in the wind down phase of things,
and we begin at 9:00 o’clock in the morning.

It's a bit too early for me to wish you the best of sentiments in the Season. | don’t
anticipate that my expiry date is nigh, but these things, we do all have one, somewhere
or a next. But, | think, Senators, all in all, | think today was a really good day and when
we began yesterday, | can see that the graph is moving upwards, it has not stayed flat.
The graph has moved upwards, upwards, upwards, and we wait tomorrow to see the
rebuttal and then to deal with the Bills.

| want to wish everyone, including the Police Officers, you have an advocate in
here on your behalf, since | have retired from the job. | advocate, not openly, but in a
different way. | want to thank you for being with us and thank you for your services to
Grenada, overall. And, of course, the Clerk and the staff in the Parliament, | also want
to thank you. So, colleagues, fellow Senators, Honourable Members, | now bring
today’s Sitting of the Third Session, second day, to a close. This House now stands

adjourned until tomorrow at 9:00 o’clock.

Senate adjourned on 3™ December, 2019 at 4:29 p.m.
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Attendance

The Senate resumed on 4" December, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

Present

Senator the Honourable Chester A. A. Humphrey - Mr. President (In the Chair)

Senator the Honourable Simon Stiell - Minister for Climate Resilience,
Environment, Forestry, Fisheries and
Disaster Management

Senator the Honourable Norland Cox - Minister for Youth Development,
Sports, Culture and the Arts

Senator the Honourable Judd Cadet - Member

Senator the Honourable Winston Garraway - Minister of State with responsibility for
Disaster Management and
Information

Senator the Honourable Kim George - Member

Senator the Honourable Cathisha Williams - Member

Senator the Honourable Ron Redhead - Member

Senator the Honourable Kerryne James - Member

Senator the Honourable Christopher De Allie - Deputy President

Senator the Honourable Mondy André Lewis - Member

Senator the Honourable Dunstan Campbell - Member

ABSENT
Senator the Honourable Glynis Roberts - Member
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Sergeant-at-Arms: His Honour, the President.

Mr. President: Senator the Honourable Winston Garraway.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Thank you, Mr. President.

(Senate Prayer was said)

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Members, join with me in the Lord’s Prayer.

(The Lord’s Prayer was said)

Mr. President: Good morning, Honourable Members. Pray be seated.

(Sound of Gavel)

Mr. President: This Sitting of the Third Session of the Tenth Parliament now
resumes.

Honourable Members, | wish to report that | received a note from Senator the
Honourable Glynis Roberts, indicating that she has to attend an engagement at the St.
George’s University, and therefore, would not be available for this part of the Session.
There are no other announcements to be made at this time.

Honourable Members, once again, good morning to all of you and to our
‘strangers’ in the Gallery. Yesterday, we concluded the Session with Members of ‘Both
Sides’ of the House, having made their contributions to the Debate, and now it is left to
the Leader of Government’s Business, in whose name the Motion stands, to rebut.

Under the Rules, and it is logical to understand those Rules, there are no time

limits placed on this portion of the activity, simply because in whose ever name the
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Motion is brought, has now to reply to, literally, eleven (11) Senators, eleven (11) times
the hour and fifteen (15) minutes, so there is really no time limit. One anticipates that
the Leader of Government’s Business, who has a tremendous amount of experience in
the House, as Leader of Government’s Business, would be reasonable and there would
be no basis upon which the President ought to intervene.

Yesterday, we set a broad schematic timeframe of when we hope to have
concluded the Business of the House, and we are aiming for just in and around 1:00
o'clock. It may be some more moments after that, or some moments before that,
because in addition to the Leader’s rebuttal and this is essentially a money Bill, so we
do have to go to Committee, there may not be any cause for anyone, at the Third
Reading, to raise issues, but that is possible. But, other than that we have to appoint a
number of Standing Committees and there is work for Standing Committees to do,
particularly the Committee dealing with the Standing Orders, because our Standing
Orders have to be revised and there is a major incentive for that revision. Once we get
our Standing Orders revised to afford the transit of electronic data and Papers
electronically, then every member of the House would be entitled to an electronic digital
garget for purposes of conducting the business of the House.

Take note, though, that these gargets are in your charge. They are not your
personal property. You will be allowed to be in possession of them, as long as you are
a Member of the House, but that these gargets belong to the House and a Protocol is
being finalised in place that every Member of the House, who receives a garget, will be
required to sign on to. | just thought | would just make these introductory remarks, so
that the revision of our Standing Orders is a pressing priority, and | hope very early;
well, 1 do not see us being able to do this before the year concludes. | have an
engagement in Jamaica, to which | have to travel. As you know, | am part of the
CARICOM Economic Commission, and it is having its second Plenary engagement in
Kingston, Jamaica and | am expected to go there. So, it would not be an opportunity,
really, to meet and then it is Christmas holidays and we have had several warnings from

Members of the House that convening the House at short notice during the latter part of

291



Senate Budget 2020
Held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
On Monday 2", Tuesday 3" and Wednesday 4" December, 2019.

Announcements
Motions (Budget Debate)

December is very disruptive to family life, so this Chair is minded about that. So, | do
not anticipate that we will have to meet; if we do, certainly, it may be before the middle
part of this month, and we are not too far away from that. So with that said, Senator

Stiell, the floor is now yours, and there we go.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Thank you very much, Mr. President. Mr.
President, | think you would be pleased to hear, and | think Members from all sides
would be pleased, that | am not going to be excessive in my rebuttal. | think from the
Debate that has taken place, over the previous two days, there are some common
themes that have arisen from those discussions, and | will just collect those into a
number of key messages in the areas.

But, before | get into that, | just want to thank Members on ‘Both Sides’ of the
aisle for their contributions over the past two (2) days. Every Sitting, both in this
Session and previous Sessions, | see how the quality of the Debate improves and we
have a number of stalwarts within this House, who were able to provide vast
experience, objectivity, wisdom, in terms of their presentations.

But, Mr. President, | would like to single out the younger Members of this House.
| will start on our side. Although | am extraordinarily grateful for the contributions of
Senators Cox and Garraway, but we are all hardbacks in this game. But, | want to
single out Senators George, Williams and Cadet, the new Members of the team, who |
have seen grow up. I've spent as much time as | can with those Members, in terms of
nurturing and providing support, as has, Senators Cox and Garraway, sharing our
wisdom. | know you, Mr. President, have been able to share some of your experience
and wisdom also. But, | am truly impressed with the quality and the depth of the
presentations of the three (3) newer Members on ‘This Side’ and, in particular, | wish to
single out, and it is a shame, Senator Cadet is not here, but to single him out. 1 just
want to set a context to his participation. He is actually doing his exams right now at
SGU and the New National Party (NNP) is fully supportive, in terms of the educational

development of our team Members and Senator Cadet is a shining example of a young
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man, with ambition, with a clear desire to serve, not only his Party, but his Country,
itself, and his presence here within the Senate is a true testament to that. (Applause)
But, he is out doing his exams right now. He is not here. 1 think he has some study
obligations. Yesterday, we saw his absence, he had an exam. So, as well as preparing
for the Senate and preparing such a quality presentation, he is also under the pressure
and stresses associated with being at University and in the middle of his exams; so |
just wish to recognise that.

On the ‘Other Side’, | wish to single out Senator James. | know, in last year’s
debate, | gave yourself and your Colleague Senator Redhead, a hard time. | called on
both of you to find your own voices, and although | do not necessarily agree, | certainly
disagree with certain conclusions and statements that you made and | will address
those, as | go through my presentation. But, certainly with Senator James, | have seen
growth and development, in terms of her contribution and | just wish to place that on
record. (Applause) And, whatever insights you may have into your future, which we do
not have, | think you have a bright future ahead of you, so continue to concentrate,
focus, with the Nation, what is in the Nation’s best interest and use that to feed the voice
that you are starting to find; so | just wish to commend you there.

So, Mr. President, just coming back to my response, as | said | would not be
excessive, in terms of my reply. | have listened carefully, to all presentations, very, very
carefully, and | appreciated that opportunity last night to go back and reflect on them
and there were some key areas, key themes that came out, that all speak to the same
challenges that we face; and where, | believe, collectively, it is not just about
Government, it is not just about ‘This Side’ of the aisle Mr. President, but all Members of
the Chamber, with the respective Constituency Groups that we represent, that we have
this overwhelming responsibility to collectively address them. And, the first, which | will
go into is, a historical Implementation Deficit; and, as | speak to that subject, | am going
to pull in various comments from various areas that were discussed.

The second is to do with our economic and fiscal performance and this call for
ground impact, or questions raised about the ground impact of that. And, then, | will

also touch on Healthcare. That permeated through all presentations, and that is
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probably one of the key issues that we face, in terms of our social and economic
development. And, then, | will speak to some other matters, NAWASA, for example, to
provide some clarifications there. And, then | will speak to a number of comments that
have been made throughout this Session, that | believe require some level of
clarification or correction.

So, Mr. President, moving on firstly, to the Implementation Deficit. First of all,
this is a historical chronic issue, not just this Administration, but all Administrations. Mr.
President, | am sure you may draw on your own experiences, an example, since during
the Revolution, how certain approaches that were applied in that period were able to
address the issue of implementation of National Projects. But, in this current era that
we face, that we currently exist in, this implementation deficit has plagued all
Administrations, Mr. President. And, that has been highlighted, first of all, in the
numbers, and there has been a lot of questioning about this. So, first is the Grants that
we received, what was received, what was actually expended, so one hundred and
eighty-three million dollars ($183 m) received, ninety-eight million dollars ($98 m) is
pended; that is a Grant Implementation Rate of 53%. And, CapEx, Capital Expenditure
target of one hundred and ninety-six million dollars ($196 m) of what was expended was
just over one hundred million dollars ($100 m); so, again, an implementation rate of
51%.

The cheap politics in this; and the easy way for me to start is even at 53%, 51%,
in the 50s, Mr. President, that is far better than the former NDC Administration’s rate,
which was below 40%. (Applause)

What is also notable is the Capital Allocation. The Capital Budget that was
presented during that period of 2008 to 2013, was significantly lower than the close to
two hundred million dollar ($200 m) Capital Allocation that we have. So, in relative
terms, we are doing far better than the former NDC Administration. But, that is not good
enough, Mr. President. | am not going to go there. | am not going to go there. Yes, we
are doing better, but that, | do not think is a reasonable benchmark for the people of
Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Martinique. | think as a population, as a Nation, we

expect more. Even if we are doing better, doing better is not good enough, and this
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Government has not shied away from this. We have been very open in our
presentations. The presentation of the Minister for Finance, in the ‘Other Place’, was
very opened about these challenges, was very open about his desire and the measures
that are being put in place to address it, so we are not hiding from this fact. We are
putting it upfront, out there, we know.

And, what is significant is, we are not just complaining and finding fault, we are
doing something about it. So, in the first instance, and what has been outlined in my
early presentation was being outlined in that ‘Other Place’, is the action that is being
taken, the establishment of the Ministry of Implementation, which is mandated to drive
that implementation process forward, increase effectiveness and increase efficiency.
But, that is just a start. That is just an Institution.

The next bit, and what is significant within this Budget, is there is an allocation for
three million dollars ($3 m) to be able to secure technical resources, Project Managers,
Project Engineers, Planning Officers, other technical staff that will then build the
necessary technical capacity within the Ministry of Implementation, that would not only
be able to oversee, monitor and evaluate, process, identify deficiencies, make the
necessary interventions to drive the projects through the part implementation pipeline,
but is creating that capacity, that knowledge, that institutional knowledge, that we need,
moving forward. And, that three million dollars ($3 m) that will be spent, those extra
resources that will come in to play in 2020, we would expect to see a significant
improvement in our implementation rate. And that pipeline of projects that we are
talking about, certainly on the public side is significant and it is our responsibility to
ensure that the effectiveness and efficiency of those Programmes are executed, as best
as possible.

But, Mr. President, that is just one piece of it. What also came out of this Debate
and | recalled Senator Campbell’s constant message in his presentation is, capacity
building, capacity, capacity, capacity. In every area that Senator Campbell mentioned,
was the need for capacity, the need for capacity, the need capacity. And, this is not just

within the Agricultural and Fisheries Sector, it runs right across Government. It is
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broader than that. It is not just within the Public Service, it is also within the Private
Sector, the need to build greater capacity there.

And, Mr. President, this is then when | call upon my friend and my brother in
Labour, Senator Lewis. Senator Lewis, we need to move away from this conversation,
the style of this call, your call, from Government, through you, Mr. President, for more,
more, more, more. Yes, we know there needs to be more, more support for our Public
Officers, better working conditions, salary increases, all of those things. You are right,
you are representing your Constituency base. But, Mr. President, the Labour
Movement also has a major part to play and a major responsibility in improving our
implementation rates and our productivity levels within the Country. And, that is again,
both on the Public Sector side and the Private Sector side. And, it's only through
improving our collective implementation rates, are we going to see, or our productivity
on all levels, are we going to see a turnaround in our implementation rates.

And what is important, Senator Lewis spoke to the need to revise the Fiscal
Responsibility Law, and the two (2) specific areas is the Public Expenditure Rule and
the Wage Bill Rule.

Mr. President, if we really study what these two (2) Rules are trying to achieve
and how we can influence those Rules, not by changing them, but by working within
those constraints to increase the size of the pie. (Applause) So, let us take, first of all,
the Public Expenditure Rule. It states that: “The Public Expenditure, in any given year,
should not exceed 2% of your Public Expenditure in the previous year,” and that is to
ensure that there is prudence, there is restraint, there is measure, in terms of what you
spend. You are not spending more than you are able to earn. That is no difference to
us in our household. If you know you have one hundred dollars ($100.00) coming in,
you have to live within that. If you’re spending one hundred and five dollars ($105.00),
one hundred and thirty dollars ($130.00), one hundred and fifty dollars ($150.00) a
month more, you are going to get yourself into trouble; and that is where we found
ourselves in that period, 2008 to 2013, so, it is there for a reason. But, it is 2% of your
previous year’'s Public Expenditure, so that then speaks. It is not about changing that
number from 2% to 3% to 5%, it is making sure that in any given year, we spend what
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we say we are going to spend, and then 2% is added onto that. But, if we are not
spending what we are targeting, we are spending below that rate, that is 2% of a
smaller pie. So, if we are able to improve our spending rate, if we are able to improve
our implementation rate, that 2% is a much bigger number. It is not about percentages,
it is the net sum value that is generated. And there | speak to, Mr. President, the need
for the Labour Movement to join us in Government, to work with us, so that we can
improve those implementation rates, we can spend what we say, what is available to us
to spend, so that the following year that pie, that 2% is much bigger. (Applause)

The second Rule, the second rule is the Wage Bill Rule, 9% of GDP. So, again,
Mr. President, Senator Lewis is presenting to us, that number is too low, it should not be
9%, it should be a higher figure. It is a ratio, 9% of GDP. If we grow the economy, if our
GDP grows, the size of that pie grows. The net product of that 9% is much larger.
(Applause) We can pay our workers, Public Servants even more. We can honour the
commitment that he is trying to make to his members.

So, Mr. President, | ask the Member on the ‘Other Side’ and the Labour
Movement, to work with us. Let us bring this into the National conversation. Let us put
on the negotiating table, not just whether it should be a 25% increase in salaries and
wages over a three (3) year negotiating cycle. Ridiculous, Mr. President, bankrupt the
Country with no thought into it. Let us come up with numbers that are fair and
reasonable, fair and reasonable and then let us work together, work in partnership, work
shoulder to shoulder, hand in hand, to increase the size of that pie. We grow the
economy together, your workers get paid more, 9% of more. Let us spend what is
available to us. The 2% becomes more. This is how we crack this nut. So, the call is
for more and more and more. That conversation, all makes sense to my friend. We
must move beyond that. We cannot continue down that route.

Also, Mr. President, those statements about more, more, more, do not take into
account the more that we are providing. That conversation sounds like we are deficient,
we are not listening to the needs of his members, that we are not responding to the calls
from our Public Servants for better working conditions, for greater benefits. So, we get

this impression that there is nothing we are doing. In the last three-year cycle, Mr.
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President, Public Officers received increased benefits above what they already received
of one hundred and ten million dollars ($110 m), Mr. President; one hundred and ten
million dollars ($110 m) in the last negotiating cycle. That is not a small thing; back pay,
increments, increases, significant, one hundred and ten million dollars ($110 m), while
honouring our side, in terms of being fair and reasonable. We recognise the sacrifices
and the challenges our Public Offices have and the need to be adequately rewarded for
that.

We now look at this current cycle. Government, through the Government
Negotiating Team (GNT), has successfully reached agreement with over two of the
Public Officers Unions, and that settlement for that three (3) year cycle is 4%, year one,
4%, year two, 4%, year three, compounded, Mr. President. That is a 13%2% increase in
salaries to our Public Officers. That is not insignificant. That is to a net value of $43.5
m, and then add into that the 1% Government increase in contribution for NIS, that
number actually becomes five plus five plus five. That is 15%, compounded, so, it's
according to the arithmetic 16/17%, Mr. President. This is not insignificant.

In addition to that, Mr. President, we saw Senator Lewis raised photographs of
some of the state of our Police Stations and, yes, what we saw is not pretty; yes, we got
that. It is not pretty. We still have work to do, Mr. President, we know that, we know
that. But, Senator Lewis did not show photographs of those Police Stations that have
been upgraded, that are being well maintained. He did not show, Mr. President, the
work that we are doing in our schools. We give our Education System a hard time, but
there is this, | call it a revolution that is actually taking place, a slow burning, a
significant fundamental revolution that is happening within our Education System. If we
just look on the maintenance of our school infrastructure, Mr. President, the Senator on
the ‘Other Side’ might give us the impression that we are not doing stuff. But, over this
period, Government has committed in excess of one hundred million dollars ($100 m) to
the upgrade and rehabilitation of our Primary and Secondary Schools, one hundred
million dollars ($100 m). (Applause)

Mr. President, to date, $46 m has been spent on upgrading our schools. Twenty

(20) schools have already been refurbished, upgraded, new blocks added. So, if | run
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through them: Woburn Methodist School, that is $4.5 m; St. Andrew Anglican, $3.9 m;
St. Mary’s R.C, that is $4.2 m; Paraclete, $1.8 m; T.A. Marryshow, a new Science
Block, $3.3 m; GBSS, nearly eight million dollars ($8 m); Anglican High, five million
dollars ($5 m); St. Mark’s Secondary, $5.4 m; Grenville Secondary, $5.6 m; Holy Cross
R.C., $5.4 m, Mr. President. That is massive, that is not a small thing, and there is

more to come.

Mr. President: My understanding is, and | hate to intervene, he was not
addressing that issue. Of all those millions that you called, he essentially is saying that
there is no million in there for the Police Officers. That is what he is saying. | just want
you to be clear on that. If | captured it right; | mean to be fair to him, that is what he was
saying. He was not saying that no money was being spent. He was saying with respect
to the Police, this is his position.

But, before you take the floor, again, let me just recognise the St. Joseph’s
Convent that has a delegation of students here in the Chamber. We wish to welcome
you. We are happy that you are here. This gives you an opportunity to see how our
democracy works. It gives you an opportunity to understand. We are debating what is
called, Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure, put another way, we are debating how
much money the Government is going to collect, where is it going to collect that money
from, and having collected that money, how it is going to spend it. And, all of that is put
in the document, which is called Budget. So, this is what is being debated. The
Government has submitted this to the scrutiny of Parliament, because not only must the
Government put it together, but it must also be passed into Law. So, that is what we
are debating. And, these revenues come from the different taxes that people pay, it
comes from Personal Income Tax. So, your Teacher, Mrs. Joseph, depending on her
salary, something would be taken out, depending on the level of her salary, that is
called, Personal Income Tax, that goes to the Government. From that, the Government
can then provide School Uniform Assistance, it can repair schools. As he has just
reported how many millions of dollars are going towards young people by repairing the

schools, repairing the roads, paying the Police Officers. And, the point | just made is
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that on the opposite side, one Senator was saying, well, yes, you're spending all of this
money, but | am not hearing how much you spent on the Police, in respect of a certain
item, so that is the Debate.

So, we are happy to have you. We hope that this is a learning experience. We
are not going to be around forever, so at some point, some of you would be here, some
of you may be Attorneys, some of you may be farmers, some of you may be sitting right
here. So, this is a wonderful opportunity for you to get an understanding of how your
society works; and it might be good for the Teacher to give you an assignment: ‘My Day
in Parliament’. So, take your notes, carefully, all right, you may be asked to write an
essay, or even to do a poem, all right. So, take your notes, we are happy to have you. |
am told that the Parliament will provide some refreshments for you; so you are not going
to be here whole day, because it could get quite boring, especially when you do not
have your Tablets that you fiddle around with. At your age it could be boring, but | hope
you enjoy the session and find it educational and useful.

Also, once again, | want to thank Ms. Alexander-Williams for bringing the
students here. In my day, | never visited the Parliament. Maybe that is why | ended up
being a Revolutionist, but that is another question. Senator, you have the floor, sorry for
the interruption. | was just clarifying the contribution made by the ‘Other Side’, in
fairness. | did not mean to stop you, but | just wanted you to be conscious that we have
students here, and then there are some Public Officers and other members in the

Gallery, who are here.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Thank you, Mr. President. Well, | would join you in
welcoming the students here, and it is a great privilege for us to be able to host you all.
So, | hope that this is enlightening and it helps with your broader understanding, as to
your roles, as Grenadian citizens and the role of this Senate, this Institution that is our
Parliament, and that greater insight will help you, not just through your education, but,
as | said being productive and good citizens here in Grenada.

Mr. President, just to set the context. | am aware and | am taking some latitude

with Senator Lewis’ comments. But, what | am trying to illustrate is that broader context

300



Senate Budget 2020
Held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
On Monday 2", Tuesday 3" and Wednesday 4" December, 2019.

Motions (Budget Debate)

about the more, more, more. So, that conversation was about Police Stations, but in
other fora, here in this very House would have spoken about the working conditions of
his members, in our schools, in hospitals. And, | am just trying to make that broader
point, maybe about two or three, but the conversation is broadening up. We know our
infrastructural challenges, and whether it is our roads, our Hospitals, our schools, other
Public Services, and Senator Lewis would be doing his job and is doing his job, in terms
of highlighting the needs, the challenges, the demands out there. So, | am just trying to
broaden the conversation, from one or two Police Stations for this call for more, more,
more, to that broader call that he, his members make on a regular basis. So, focusing
on schools, which is important, and we are talking about the working conditions of our
Teachers and this hundred million dollar investment of which half of that has already
been expended in many of our schools, and there is more to come.

It also, in terms of the learning, teaching and learning environment for our young
men and women, our school children, to make sure as Government, we are providing
them, Mr. President, with the best environment for them to develop their young minds
and then to be productive citizens of Grenada, so, that's the context. And, again, the
more, more, more, more, there is talk, Mr. President, about, you know, it is not just
about physical structures, it is also about building capacity within and using, again,
Education as an example. The amounts that are being invested in the development of
our Principals, of our Teachers, of our other school workers; one hundred and twenty
(220) Principals and Deputy Principals, who would be receiving leadership training
through the Grenada Education Enhancement Project; seven hundred and fifty (750)
Teachers, who are going to be currently receiving additional support in the areas of
Literacy and Numeracy, whether it is the fifty-nine (59) Teachers, who are going to be
receiving Bachelor's Degrees to assist in the education of our Teachers, so it is just an
example of the support to Education.

And, in Health, and | will speak specifically about Health, but I will make the
point, upfront, again, about the more, more, more, the impression that we are not doing.
We are aware of all of the challenges we have within our Healthcare System. But,

whether it is the construction of phase two of the General Hospital; whether it is the
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construction of Gouyave Polyclinic; whether it is training of our Nurses to Bachelor
Degree Levels through the Nursing School at SGU, the increase in scholarships for our
Doctors; the introduction of National Health Insurance (NHI) to address the financing
deficits within the Education System. This is all part of the more, more, more, that we
are providing, not meeting our goals and our aspiration, but we are doing, Mr. President.

And, then within the Police Service, the investment and the upgrade and the
maintenance of many of the Police Stations. But, there is always, always more to do.
So, this impression that we are not doing anything, we are not meeting needs. So,
whether it is the hundred and ten million dollars ($110 m) under the last negotiation
cycle, the $43.5 m in this current cycle; the work that we are doing, in terms of
improving working conditions for our workers.

Government is trying, Mr. President, on an unprecedented level, but we know it is
not enough, and we need to continue to push ourselves. So, in this call for more, more,
more, | have to ask the question through you, to Senator Lewis, where does the money
come from? It comes from one pot. It comes from one pot. So, if we give more in one
area, we have to take from another area, and | spoke, in my opening, of difficult
decisions that we have to make, as Government, where we have to rob Peter,
sometimes, in order to pay Paul. These are difficult decisions. Senator Roberts asked

the question...

(Inaudible Comments by Mr. President)

(Laughter)

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Let me clarify that, so that is using the colloquial

term, no robbery, no robbery. | do not want anybody to run me with that story.

(Comments by Members)
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Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Take from Peter. Okay. So, | will scratch that from

the record.

(Inaudible Comments by Mr. President)

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: No, no, no, no, no. You are very right, so in my
eagerness to try to illustrate the point, so | will use the more appropriate term, take from
Peter to give to Paul, exactly, Mr. President.

Senator Roberts raised the question; she asked, why is there a reduction in the
allocation for the SEED Programme. She asked, why is there a reduction in the new
IMANI Programme, why in the Needy Assistance Programme? Why are there
reductions in the allocations? And, we expressed in the presentations in both Houses
that in those areas we wanted to actually do more, but we could not. We had to take
from Peter, in this example, for some of our Social Development Programmes, we had
to take from Peter. We had to reduce our allocations to our flagship Youth
Development Programme, the new IMANI Programme, from the SEED Programme,
which is helping so many hundreds of thousands of our vulnerable families, persons in
the Needy Assistance Programme, that, again, are benefiting many. We had to take
from Peter to give to Paul, that is where the $43.5 m comes into play. We had to pay
Paul. So, these are some of the difficult decisions that we need to make.

But the point and coming back to my opening statement, let us increase the size
of the pie, by working together. Increasing the size of the pie means we have to make
fewer hard-nose decisions, taking from Peter to pay Paul. And, | just want to highlight a
point that was interesting, because there were some comments from the ‘Other Side’
about the reduced allocation in the new IMANI Programme. And, | had to laugh,
because in previous years where we’ve increased the allocation, we took blows, Mr.
President. There were calls on the ‘Other Side’ that that is just political manoeuvring
and guestion the rationale for increasing the allocations to our Youth Development. So,
in this instance, where we are forced, forced, Mr. President, to reduce that allocation,

because the resources just are not there, because we have to pay Paul. We’re taking
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blows, again, why are we reducing it? Mr. President, sometimes we have to make our
mind up. We have to make our mind up. But, where we sit, on ‘This side,” having to
make those objective calculations whether to increase or decrease, is tough, tough, Mr.
President. We have to find that balance.

So, therefore, in closing, on this point, | call upon my friends, through you, Mr.
President, | call upon, you, Brother Lewis, let us recognise that there is a greater
responsibility. All of us, all of us and in the first instance, my first request, Mr. President,
is that, careful, careful consideration be given to the offer that is on the table. There are
two (2) remaining Unions to follow those who have already accepted, the four, plus four,
plus four, which actually is five, plus five, plus five, which compounded is 13.5%
increase, $43.5 m for his members, which other Unions have found to be fair and
reasonable, based on our current economic situation. So, that would be by first request,
through you, Mr. President, to my Brother, on the ‘Other Side, please give careful
consideration to that.

The second is, let us engage in the real conversation that we need to be having,
a conversation, which goes to the heart of our National development, a conversation
that if we start addressing the issue of productivity and we look at ways, both across the
Public Sector and the Private Sector, to increase productivity, with Government taking
its responsibilities, which it is doing, but hand-in-hand with the Labour Movement. So,
we can raise the tide, so it floats all boats. We will all benefit from it. And, this, Mr.
President, | think, is at the heart of where we need to be heading, where we are, in
terms of our National development in maturity. We are maturing, as a Nation and this is
a mature, relevant conversation that we need to be having now. So, in closing on this
point, I wish to call upon my brother, please work with us. Let us broaden the
discussion. Let us find ways of providing more, more and more in a fiscally responsible
way, appropriate to our economic environment, but a way in which we can grow that
pie, so that all of us benefit from it.

So, moving on, Mr. President, to the second area, and it is Fiscal Performance.
Mr. President, our Economic and Fiscal performance should be without question by

now. This is our seventh consecutive year of considerable economic growth, all of the
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fiscal... (Applause) ...all of the fiscal and economic indicators, indicators that are used
the world over. We have these conversations where it almost appears as if
Government is just making up numbers and Government is just referencing numbers for
academic sake and just being technical. But, Mr. President, these are numbers,
whether it is Debt to GDP, whether it is GDP Growth Rate, whether it is surplus. All of
these metrics, Mr. President, are what international community uses to compare one
country's performance to another, so, we are comparing apples with apples, oranges
with oranges.

Mr. President, as | said, in terms of GDP, we have seen this is our seventh
consecutive year of growth and that is after previous periods, where we went through
consecutive years of serious recession. The statement that has been challenged is, we
keep saying we are the fastest growing, fastest growing, fastest growing economy. We
are no longer the fastest growing economy within the Region, because there is an
anomaly, right now it's Guyana. Guyana has struck oil and gas and started to develop
that Sector. The forecast, in terms of GDP Growth for Guyana, is an excessive 80%, 8
0%. It is off the charts, phenomenal. So, if we have had seven (7) consecutive years,
average growth rate in the reach of 5%, an average growth rate that exceeds the ECCU
regional average, the statements that were made about us being the fastest growing,
are correct, they stand. Now, you have Guyana with its 80 plus %, but let us again, fit
this into a relevant contextual term.

So, there were also criticisms, again, the numbers, the numbers are being
guestioned, the numbers are being questioned. We said 3.2, and the ECCU’s average
is 3.6%. How come we say we have exceeded? Mr. President, again, context. Every
year, the external Agencies always underestimate our economic growth forecast for the
year to come. So, it is highly probable, as has happened in the previous six (6) years,
we will exceed that 3.2%, always underestimate. But, they’re questioning, questioning
numbers that are facts.

The second area we were questioning, is our surplus and questions were being
asked by Senator Redhead, in terms of the numbers, the debt to GDP ratio, 108% when

we came into office now, now down to 55.8%. And questions are being raised, why are
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we focusing so much on debt reduction, and | will get into that. The unemployment rate.
We got into this lengthy, lengthy discussion that it wasn’t over 40%, in 2013. Mr.
President, | am happy for this discussion to continue. | am happy for those on the
‘Other Side’ to continue the challenge, whether it was over 40%, was it 40%, was it
38%. All we know, it was at a record high level. (Applause) It was high, unacceptably
high. The highest levels of unemployment in our recent history. So, if you want to
argue over one or 2%, keep doing it. It was too high, and whether it is 15.2%, which is
the latest ILO (International Labour Organization) assessed figure, whether, is it 16%, is
it some, the fact of the matter, it came from an extraordinary high level, to the lowest
level of unemployment in more than a decade, Mr. President. That is what is significant.
(Applause) So, if we want to compare that period, record high unemployment, this
current period, the lowest it has been for over a decade. The message is clear, so
continue to challenge the numbers, Mr. President. That is an academic discussion.

Mr. President, there was an apology from Senator James, who gave the apology
and it was for something that we heard, in both her presentation and Senator
Redhead’s presentation, where they made the point, they are not, you know, they do
not want to come across as overnight Economists. However, and then they went into
their analysis of our economic standing, including asking the question, why is this
Government focused on debt reduction, and challenging the validity and the merits of
doing that. So, | will excuse them, Mr. President, because they are presenting as
overnight Economists.

What concerns me, was when | heard the Leader of their Political Party, it is
when | heard Franka Bernardine, | will call her name, stating publicly, exactly the same
point, questioning the numbers and questioning Government's rationale for focusing on
reducing debt. That truly concerns me. | will forgive Members on the ‘Other Side,’ but if
you have senior leadership of the Political Party, questioning that, questioning the
approach, the fiscal approach that this Government has taken, tells me that they still
have not learnt the lessons that we all felt in that period, in 2008. Because when you do
not focus on managing your debt, when you do not focus on managing your
expenditure, so that you spend within your spending budgets, when you fail to properly
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manage your economy, we have a crisis. That is why during that period of 2008 to
2013, this country was on its economic knees, highest levels of unemployment, 40%,
45%, 50%, 38%, high, home foreclosures, people losing their homes, losing their jobs,
Government not able to pay its bills, having to sell assets. They could not borrow
anymore, because they had reached 108% Debt to GDP. They could not borrow
anymore. They could not issue bonds, our bonds were worthless, our I0Us, they were
worthless, nobody would buy them. They even stripped out NIS. They then sold
assets, just so that they can pay salaries. That is what happens, Mr. President, when
you do not focus on the debt, you do not focus on fiscal prudence and responsibility.

And, when | heard, in December of 2019, the Leader of the NDC, together with
Representatives here in the Senate, questioning why, and suggesting that there is an
alternative, an alternative that they tried in 2008 to 2013 and crippled the country. Mr.
President, they have learnt nothing. They have learnt nothing. So, we have gone from
an era of Nazimatics that killed us and has Frankamatics. It's Frankamatics that are
playing with. That is what they are presenting to the people? That is their suggestion,
as to how we should manage this Country.

And, now let us come back to those numbers. Unemployment falling rapidly,
halved, more than halved; Debt to GDP Ratio more than halved; surplus, 6.8% to GDP;
more being spent, more being spent on Capital Projects, notwithstanding our
implementation deficiency.

We have saved, Mr. President, over this period, one hundred and one million
dollars ($101 m) in debt repayments, through our focus on debt and debt reduction,
(applause), one hundred and one million dollars ($101 m) that we would have been
paying our creditors, that we are now able to reinvest, on the Capital side, in Education,
in Healthcare, in Agriculture, in our Youth, in developing the Country. That is why we
need to focus on Debt. That is why we have to live within our means, Mr President; so
when | hear the leadership of that Party saying that is the wrong way, and the right way
is what they did back in 2008 and 2013, did you sleep over that?

(A Member said: “We are not going back there.”)
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Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: We cannot go back there. But, that is all they have
to offer, bankrupt, not only bankrupt in the Country, but bankrupt, in terms of ideas, in
terms of how to manage this Country. (Applause) And, Mr. President, it is because
they have no alternative, that they are coming back to challenging the numbers. Is the
GDP Ratio, or is this right, is that right? We have the IMF verifying, the Eastern
Caribbean Central Bank, you have CDB verifying our numbers. All of our numbers, all
the numbers presented are all audited, independently. But, they are spending their time
challenging that. Keep challenging it, keep challenging it, Mr. President.

So, Mr. President, it is absolutely, absolutely critical and one key message is that
we need to continue on the path that we are walking, in terms of fiscal responsibility
fiscal prudence and managing our economy, as we are. We have benefited from it,
tangibly, in terms of debt repayment savings, in terms of the hundreds of millions of
dollars, we have received in concessions, in Grants from the International Community to
help us with the development. And, if we step off that path, Mr. President, we will lose
our way, or we will end up back with Nazimatics, Frankamatics of 2008 and 2013, and
we don’t want to go there.

Now, the other point that was made is about the ground effect, people are not
feeling this on the ground, they are just calling numbers. It is hard. It is hard to
measure, to move away from economic growth surfaces and monies being spent. It is
hard, then, trying to sense, how are people feeling. And, | heard Frank Bernardine, just
give an example, | think it was something about somebody who needed some eye
operation, could not have the eye operation, a single case and it was a sad case.

But, Mr. President, is that a true effect? Is that what we use, as our measure for
whether this is being felt on the ground, or is it in those rural numbers? Let us move
away from those rural numbers. Senator De Allie made a really interesting point,
because he spoke to where the economic activity is taking place. It is in Tourism. Itis
in Construction. Agriculture, we are seeing growth there. So, let us take Construction,
as an example. Construction is actually one of the most... you see a direct correlation
of Construction activity and economic activity and the direct and indirect benefits of that.

You will have a Construction worker who is being paid on a fortnightly basis, who, on
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receiving his or her pay check, instantly go, that is paying for the groceries for that
period and whatever credit they may have built up with the Storekeepers; instantly, as
they receive, they spend. (Applause) Whether it is the Vendors, whether it is
somebody selling Saltfish Cake Sandwiches, Sweet Drinks, outside of the Construction
sites and the activities, the informal economic activities that is taking place, whether it is
the truck drivers who is supplying those sites, whether it is the Hardware Stores
supplying those sites, it is direct, so you look at the projects. So, the Construction
Industry is then feeding the Tourism Industry, the Tourism Sector. So, it is not just the
big players who are benefiting. It is not just the Hoteliers, the Tourism Sector. You
have, whether it is job security in those hotels, remember, remember, in that period,
2008 to 2013, where hotels, they were either sending workers home, or workers were
having to job share work every second day. They now have job security; whether it is
the Vendors on Grand Anse Beach and our Tourism sites, selling souvenirs and
providing their services, whether it is the Taxi Drivers, they’re feeling it, directly and that
is what’s stimulating the economic growth that we have seen. So, do we need to get
UWI, or some other academic educational institution, to do a Ground Felt Study?
Maybe we do, but common sense tells us, where these economic activities are taking
place, are touching people. Do we want it to touch more? Of course. Are there those
still disenfranchised? Are there those in the 15%, who do not have work? Yes. Do we
want our workers to be paid more and have greater job security? Yes. But, Mr.
President, the key message is, we are moving in the right direction.

| want to single out, again, the approach that this Government has taken about
trying to ensure that economic activity is being felt by all. We have various Programmes
that provide direct benefit to the people at source. And, the Small Business
Development Fund, we put in five million dollars ($5 m) per year; and this is about
empowering people and that was one of the key themes of the presentation,
Empowering Communities, Empowering our People. And, that fund, that support has
resulted in the creation of five hundred and seventeen (517), five hundred and
seventeen (517) new, small businesses. (Applause) And, that results in the creation of

fifteen hundred (1,500) jobs. | believe the numbers, in terms of seven hundred and fifty
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(750) existing jobs. So, that is providing support for those already running their
businesses and ensuring their long term viability. It is also creating more jobs. This is
direct.

Mr. President, the New IMANI Programme, we will hear of those cases where
persons are challenged, they have been in the Programme too long, they may not have
benefited, as intended, but the vast majority are benefiting. There are more testimonials
about young men and women whose lives have been transformed, through those
Programmes, than those who have not. Yes, we want to see perfection, but we are
having serious direct impact. In fact, the M-Power Programme, three hundred and fifty
(350) unemployment men, seventy (70) of which have received permanent employment.
(Applause) Yes, we would like to see that ratio grow more and more. We would like all
three hundred and fifty (350). But, it is a programme that is directly benefiting
disenfranchised groups of unemployed young men, and it is having a direct impact.

Scholarships

Since we came into Office, thousands, thousands of scholarships have been
provided. | believe the number is fourteen hundred (1,400), over one thousand, four
hundred (1,400) Bachelor's Degrees, Master’s, PhDs, for our young men and women.
We are spending the equivalent, the value of somewhere between forty (40) and fifty
million ($50 m) a year on higher education for our young men and women. That is
equivalent of three hundred million dollars ($300 m), Mr. President, over a six-year
period. That is transforming, directly transforming their lives, and that is not to speak of
the thousand plus, who receive the 91% scholarship from SGU, which is, as a result of
Government's concessions and support for the University. So, we are looking at
thousands of young men and women to degree levels. Yes, our challenge is converting
that. Once they graduate, we need to find job opportunities for them, meaningful job
opportunities and that is our challenge, but we have started to break that cycle. We are
not waiting for the grass to grow to feed the cow, or the horse. We are trying to walk
and run at the same time, not perfect, but these are direct examples.

Senator Campbell spoke about the Farm Feeder Road Project. One hundred
million dollars ($100 m) will be invested in roads, over the coming period and is going to

310



Senate Budget 2020
Held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
On Monday 2", Tuesday 3" and Wednesday 4" December, 2019.

Motions (Budget Debate)

provide access to productive agricultural lands and his hope and expectation, that we
will actually fulfil that, because he is aware of the direct impact that has on our Farming
Communities, direct, Mr. President; and | can go on here, but the point | am trying to
make is, there is a grassroots application of what is happening. We are not just focused
on the macroeconomics of this, but also very much focused on the micro, as well, and
how this can touch and benefit lives. Do we want to do more? Absolutely, Mr.
President.

| want to move on to Healthcare. Again, Mr. President, we are not shying away
from the fact that there are many deficiencies within our Healthcare System. We are
coming upfront, we know there are challenges. We also must recognise the significant
progress we have made. Let us go back and start with the cheap politics again. How
do we compare in this period, versus 2008 to 2013, where you could not even get basic
medication at the General Hospital, Paracetamol, Plaster-of-Paris, unavailable. Basic
things we could not get. We do not hear about that now. So, we are doing better, Mr.
President, far, far, better, but we know we are still not where we need to be. So, those
comparisons, | will leave that. | will leave that piece of politics alone, but that is, that is a
fact.

I will start with Nurses, and there was talk about greener pastures. The
challenge that we have with the exodus of Nurses from our Healthcare System is not
unique to Grenada and it is important that that is understood. And, it is not just within
the Caribbean, it is across the Commonwealth. Where the real crisis lies is actually in
the UK. If you follow the UK Press, there are reports after reports of how the System is
in crisis. They have a shortage of Nurses, so what they are doing is what they did in the
1950s, 60s and 70s, where they have labour shortages, they reach out to the
Commonwealth, and that is what they are doing. So, countries throughout the
Commonwealth are losing Nurses, because they have been enticed to come and work
in the UK National Health Service. They do offer better pay conditions. It is a far, far
more attractive proposition. So, when | hear the exodus is based on the deficiencies in
our service and the working conditions here, that may be a part of it. If you know that

there are greener pastures elsewhere, more money, better conditions, a new adventure
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in life, of course, you are going be attracted. But, we are recognising this and we are
putting things in place. So, whether it is the development of the human resources and
the Health Policy Plan for the Health Sector, which includes how we can attract more,
retain more Nurses within our System, we are seeking to do so.

| wish, also, to correct the Member on the ‘Other Side,” Senator James, when she
spoke about the deficiencies or the lack of Specialist care. Senator Lewis went through
it, but we have specialists in most areas. | am not going to read through the ‘ist’ list, the
Urologist, the Neurologist, the Ophthalmologist, the Anaesthesiologist, all of this. They
are Specialists. Do we need more? Yes, but we have. Let us not give the public the
impression that there are no Specialists there. We are aware of the challenges in
Cardiology and the support that we receive, through a programme with SGU. We know
there are gaps that we need to fill and we are trying to do that, but let us not give that
false impression, Mr. President, that we do not have those Specialists.

There is one thing | would just want to raise, the challenges that we have with
Doctors breaking their bonds. We are training more Doctors than we have ever before.
The challenges, again, we are seeing an exodus. We have a Bonding System in place,
which is to ensure that, | think it is five hundred to six hundred thousand dollars it costs
Government to train a Doctor. And, in return for that, we ask that they serve our
National Healthcare System for a given period, to give back and that is only fair. But,
we are finding some doctors, more than we would like, are trying to find innovative ways
of breaking that Bond, so that they can go to greener pastures. That is not patriotic, Mr.
President. It is not patriotic, at all. So, that is one of our trials. We are trying to do the
right thing, but there are challenges.

And then, Dialysis. This is a difficult one. Again, we are coming up front. We
are aware of those challenges. We will be and we are working with private Providers
and the target for the coming year is to have seven Dialysis chairs, through the Private
Sector; that is supplementing the three (3) that already exists, Mr. President.
(Applause)

And then I'll move on to NHI Implementation. | think there was a comment, it

was almost dismissive, that this universal healthcare was just a side note in the
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presentations. It is not a side note. The implementation of NHI will help to transform
our Healthcare System. It will start to address, start to address, it is not an overnight fix,
but it sets us on that road to universal healthcare, (applause) where the vexing issue of
access to finance, how do we finance this, will start to be addressed. There were
conversations about our engagement of JIPA, it's our external Consultant that is a
Grenadian, is one of our own, Mr. President, who has gone outside (applause)
extraordinarily successful, extraordinarily experienced, has rolled out National Health
Insurance Programmes, all over the world, and is bringing at an ultra-discounted rate,
his services, his expertise to help us with the implementation of this Programme, as a
Patriot, to roll it out. But, part of that is the implementation and the institutionalising of
the NHI Scheme here in Grenada, so that whether it is the NIS, whether it is another

Government institution that then runs that moving forward.

Mr. President: Senator, | don’t want to interrupt you, but | want to assist in
putting some perspective here, because | think it is exceedingly important and that is
why | am making this intervention, so please, hold your trend of thought and don’t allow
me to derail them.

But, | thought and Senator Lewis spent quite a while on this and he was
rhetorical in the sense that he was posing questions, which he indicated that the Labour
Movement had. He was seeking answers. He did not adopt a position for or against.
There seems to be lack of clarity amongst them, in terms of what is being done. And,
from my recollection of his contribution, it was, he needed clarity to find out whether or
not NIS, with whom this programme is to be embedded, whether or not they have been
displaced. He wished to find out whether or not, JIPA was a provider for profit
organisations, having displaced NIS. | think the lines of his questioning were along
those. As | said, he did not enunciate a policy per se, although he said that the Labour
Movement had agreed that the NHI should be embedded in NIS, as a Policy matter,
which was adopted, he had the supplemental questions, which were arising, that he
needed to be clear. | am only saying this to give you some perspective, so that you

can, if you find it necessary, to adjust the tiller of your response, because this is so
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important that we can't afford for the bird to be shot even before it takes flight . So, | just
thought that | would interject this here, so that you could... All right. Before | give you
back the floor, Senator, | hope | have done justice to the essence of what | gather has

been your presentation.

Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: Sort of, sort of, but; sort of.

Mr. President: Nothing is absolutely perfect. The final...

Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: My apologies, Mr. President, | should have stood,
especially because we have our students here. It is proper that in responding one

stands. So, my apology in responding.

Mr. President: Yes. | am saying in the finer Science of pure Physics, you will
have a complete symmetry of anything. But, these are the social sciences, so | may not
be saying word for word what you said, but | hope | have captured, sufficiently, the idea,
SO as to give him a beaconal direction, as how he should focus his; well, | think | have
said enough. Yes.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: | do need to qualify, because the approach | am
taking, actually was not in regards to Senator Lewis’ comments and | should have
clarified this upfront; and | know it falls outside of the Debate that took place here over
the last two (2) days, but it comes back to some comments that were recently made by
Franka Bernardine, which challenged the approach that we were taking; and | know that
falls outside the gambit and | should have mentioned that. But, the question that was
directly asked by Senator Lewis and | will shift now the tiller, their concerns about the
elimination or isolation of NIS, as we move forward with NHI, that’s no, the intention is
that they are part of this, and the delivery, in terms of reference for JIPA, is to see how

this is going and to integrate that institutionalising of the experience and what is
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achieved through the implementation process to make sure NIS, as a National
institution is fully integrated in that. So, that...

Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: Shouldn’t it be contracted out?

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Should it have been contracted out?

(Inaudible comments)

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: So, the rationale, there is a simple reason why we
have outsourced this function and that is because NIS, as it stands today, does not
have the capacity. It comes back to this capacity deficit that we have. They do not
have the necessary capacity to do what is required. We cannot afford to get this thing
wrong, we cannot, it is too important. It is too central to what we are trying to do with
improving our Healthcare System, which is why we have reached out to a Grenadian,
with the experience, who has done this before, who is able to bring his wealth and his
Organisation's wealth of experience to bear on ensuring that the implementation of NHI
has the best chance of success, which dovetails into integrating NIS, how to build that
capacity, so that after phase two, phase three and phase four, NIS is able to take the
ball and run with it, remove destabilizers and left them run with it. So, | hope that

helped clarify.

Mr. President: But, again, | most profusely beg your indulgence, because it is
something that is very dear to me and | happen to be close to it. There is also a very
crucial question and | do not know if that missed you. And, that question had to do with
whether or not the procurement rules were followed, in respect of the engagement of
JIPA. 1do not know if you have that down in your notes to answer it, but | think it is so
important, because | know you have a lot on your plate, taking the notes and | would
advise that in the future, you bring along a dedicated Secretary. No, | am serious. We

have to lift our game, because we are in a completely different period, and one cannot
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expect just one individual, so either your colleagues, together with you, be taking the
notes, but you should have a Professional Assistant and this is a suggestion | am
making in the middle. | could make it off-cuff, but | am making it open for everybody,
because we need to lift the game in our Parliament. We are doing so with new
technology. We are in a new environment to where we were before, and | think it is
incumbent on me, as a Presiding Officer. | am not getting engaged in a debate,
although | am telling you | have to restrain myself. | really miss the floor, but | hope,
again, | did not disturb you too much, and | do not think | will intervene again. But, that
is an important question that was put. | have made note of it, so | do not know if slipped
you, but it's a question that needs to be answered. If not now, at some other point, it
needs to be answered, because it's an important query that needs to be addressed.

Thank you.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Thank you very much for that memory nudge,
because it is an important point, and in answering that question, in terms of whether our
procurement rule was followed, in terms of the contracting, the answer is yes, yes, they
were, Mr. President, so | do not think | need to elaborate on that. So, closing on this
point, there are many challenges. But, we are open and transparent, in terms of our
sensitivity and appreciation of those challenges and we are putting concrete measures
in place to address them. So, again, whether that is infrastructure, whether that is
building capacity, our Nurses, our Doctors, how we can retain, whether it is Specialist
care, such as Dialysis, we are putting those necessary things in place. Can we do
more? Should we do more? Should we move faster? The answer is always, yes, to
those things, but we are doing very best that we can at this time.

Now moving on to Commerce. There were a number of discussions regarding
NAWASA and the Tariff increases. There was a statement made by Senator Redhead
that it is going to kill people. These rates are going to kill people. And, | think Senator
De Allie did a phenomenal job in outlining the rationale for those rate increases. So
starting with the level of increases that we are talking about; and the point that Senator

De Allie made, which is so, so important, is all consideration was given to protecting
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domestic users and especially those who are lower consumers, the most vulnerable of
persons. And, the rate increases that we are actually looking at, to give examples, for
those who use less than two thousand, eight hundred (2,800) gallons, the current rate,
per thousand gallons, is currently eight dollars and ten cents ($8.10) and that will
increase to nine dollars and forty-two cents ($9.42). So, one dollar and thirty-eight
cents ($1.38) increase. For those using between two thousand, eight hundred (2,800)
and five thousand, five hundred (5,500) gallons, from thirteen dollars and fifty cents
($13.50) per thousand gallons to fifteen dollars and eighty cents ($15.80); so just one
dollars ($1.00) or so difference and greater than five thousand, five hundred (5,500)
gallons, it goes from twenty dollars and twenty-five cents ($20.25) to twenty-three
dollars and seventy cents ($23.70). So, it is relative, every dollar counts and we can
never say to somebody, because there is a one cent ($0.01), that is not going to hurt
somebody, or a one dollar ($1.00) increase, every dollar, every cent matters. But, in
real terms, the actual increase is relatively small. So, the comment made by the
Senator on the ‘Other Side,’ ‘it’s going to kill people,” don’t subscribe to that.

And, as Senator De Allie ran through all of the areas of investment that is going
to take place over that period, | believe it is somewhere in the region of one hundred
and seventy something million dollars. This is the largest investment that will be made
in our Water Sector in recent times; and it speaks to addressing the challenges that we
face with water shortages, through climate change, extended dry periods, which is
impacting water supply levels and our ability to meet the needs of our householders,
businesses, tourism, our hotels, etcetera.

And, then, it is also to take into account those short, intense periods of rainfall
that cause mass flooding. How can we capture those short, intense periods? So,
instead of that water just running off the land, how we can capture that better, so that
we are able to maintain our water supplies. Also, the issue, in terms of supply and
treatment. You know, when we have too much rainfall, we have to shut down the
System, so that impacts on quality of service. When there is too little, we have to shut
off, that impacts quality of service. So, the focus is on how we can provide a consistent

level of service for users; and then, distribution, the number of rotten lines, broken lines
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within the System, the amount of leakage that exists. How we can build better
resilience by burying those lines, rather than having them vulnerable above the road.
These are all things that are taking place; so these justify this level of investment,
notwithstanding the hundred and twenty-five million dollar ($125 m) Grant that we are
receiving from the Green Climate Fund and the German Government.

Senator Redhead implied that this is some phantom thing and has been talking
about it, where is it? Is it actually going to happen? And, the answer is, yes. These are
complex contractual arrangements, not just with the GCF Institution, not just with the
German Government, but the implementing Agency, GIZ. It is a multi-partite
stakeholder arrangement. So, the project was approved back in 2018, and it has taken
a year to conclude, all of the contractual negotiations, between the implementation of
GlZ and GCF and the German Government and then between GIZ, the implementing
Agency, and the Government of Grenada, which was concluded just last month. So, we
are expecting that within the first half of next year, we will see boots on the ground and
we will see that hundred and twenty-five million dollars ($125 m) over the coming period
of the project — it is a five-year period — we will start to see those benefits roll out, both,
in terms of jobs created in all communities — this touches the entire Country — in addition
to improvements in service.

So, again, coming back to Senator Redhead’s comments, he raised the
GRENLEC issue. Why is it we spend so much time giving GRENLEC a hard time and
calls for them to reduce the cost of electricity, yet, we are allowing NAWASA, not the
Utility Provider, we are having a conversation about them rising. There is no
comparison, Mr. President, between our electricity rates, which is some of the highest in
the Region, highest in the Region, highest in the world, Mr. President, highest in the
world (applause) and, NAWASA'’s rate, which are the lowest; no, St. Vincent, second
lowest, second lowest in the Caribbean. St. Vincent is the only island that is higher than
ours.

So, Mr. President, we believe that it is fair. There is a burden that is passed on

to the consumer, but that is the only way, the only way. Government cannot continue to

318



Senate Budget 2020
Held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
On Monday 2", Tuesday 3" and Wednesday 4" December, 2019.

Motions (Budget Debate)

subsidise, because water rates are subsidised and with these rate increases are still
subsidised by Government. But, we have to be very practical about this.

Again, focusing on some of the comments from Senator De Allie on TAMCC. |
would not spend too long on this, but the first thing is to say, we have to, we have to
listen to experience and the perspective that is presented by Senator De Allie. He has
twenty (20) years of experience there and many of his observations and there is merit
there and it needs to be explored; that needs to be supplemented. There is an audit
that is taking place, that audit must be carried out to see, are there areas of cost
savings, are there areas of greater efficiencies that can be born to bear. But, what is
clear is, we need to come up with a solution that is right for the college, right for the
education of our young men and women there, bearing in mind the financial
commitments, financial investments, financial environments and financial sensitivities
that exist. So, we will work together.

But, what | do want to correct Senator De Allie on, is the perception that was
expressed, or his understanding of Government's perception of the College, and | just
want to put on record that TAMCC is our premier National Tertiary Education Facility. It
is one that is of strategic importance, and it is dear to many of our hearts and the
important role it has in the development of the Country, and its academic achievements,
how it is shaping the minds of our young men and women, making them ready for the
workplace, and to contribute to our National development and that is how we, as
Government, see that College. So, it is in all of our interests to ensure that operations
are as effective as possible.

On the BAICO/CLICO matter; yes, it was not in the Statement, but the
Government of Grenada continues to be committed to fighting, on behalf of Policy
holders, the BAICO/CLICO, to ensure that there is the best possible outcome. We are
in a class action with other Eastern Caribbean members. It is a Court matter, very
complex, very drawn out, but the Government of Grenada is no less committed this year
than previous years in trying to find a resolution to this matter.

The next point | wish to move on to is the National Sustainable Development

Plan 2035. Mr. President, it is a game changer, and | think it is what makes this Budget
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extraordinary. It does provide us with a blueprint and a vision for how we see
ourselves, as a people, as institutions and as a productive Nation in 2035. It is
nonpartisan. The whole construct, the development of that Plan took into account all
stakeholders including other Political Parties. And, what we are very clear about and
have been committed and consistent in its development, is the fact that its best chance
of success in implementing it, is with all of us, all Sectors of Society, all Political Parties.
They should survive any political change. This is our roadmap to success and our
roadmap to the future.

| want to, just reference... and again, the comment was not made in this House,
but | feel obliged to respond to it. There was a comment made by the Leader of the
National Democratic Congress that the Plan is being rushed. You know, | had to laugh
myself. Rushed? We have been trying to do this since 2013. When we came into
Office, in February of 2013, we started this thing. The criticism should be, we are taking
too long. Why have we prolonged this thing? Why have we protracted? Why has it
taken us six (6) years to bring this thing, finally, to the table of Parliament? That should

be the criticism. But, to say we have rushed it? Wee papa.

(Inaudible comments by Mr. President)

(Laughter)

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Thank you. | got a little carried away once again,
but | was just amazed at that comment. The criticism should be we have taken too
long. But, | heard positive things said about it, in principle. But, it is important, as | said
that we all embrace this.

And, then comments from Senator Redhead, he kept asking in his presentation,
where are the plans? Where are the plans? Where are the plans? Where are the
plans, over and over and over. And, again, | was amazed. | mean, just look here at the

Theme that is in front of him. The Plan is that Vision for 2035, which outlines every
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aspect of our economic, physical, environmental and social development. There is a
Plan, Mr. President, a very, very clear Plan. What more, what more, does he need?

So, Mr. President, | am going to close on just two (2) points of clarification. First,
is this term that is used about docking pay of workers and | just want to set the record
straight, there is no such thing. That term docking of pay has legal connotation, very,
very specific and no such thing has taken place. Mr. President, what did take place was
those workers, who provided their labour were paid. Those who withheld their service,
which is their right, which is their right, did not get paid, and, Mr. President, that is the
Law. Government did nothing wrong. We did not dock anybody's pay. Those who
worked were paid. Those who did not work weren’t paid. Where the discrepancy lies,
is who should have paid in an industrial dispute like that? (Laughter) So, let us go
back to; and there is a landmark, industrial action case, Breweries. What happened
then, Mr. President? Who took on the responsibility to pay the salaries of those
members, who withheld their service? It was the Unions, Mr. President. It is the
Unions, who have that responsibility, the Unions, not the employer. So, if there is a
failing here, it's certainly not the Government. We worked to the letter of the Law, not
even the spirit, but the letter of the Law, who did not work to the spirit of the Union
arrangements with their members. | will leave that floating, Mr. President, but we did
what we needed to. If you are going to embark on industrial action, then there are
measures that need to be put in place, in order to ensure that those members are taken
care of. The Government did what it was supposed to do; and | just want to put on
record, no pay was docked.

The final point, and, again, | am certainly not going to say too much about this,
because it is a complete distraction. It is the Al Jazeera Documentary. Senator De Allie
spoke to it. Senator Garraway on ‘This Side,” spoke to it. | will just make a couple of
points. First of all, the Documentary clearly states, with regard to the Grenada
component within it, that there is no evidence of illegality; so the Journalists, certainly
covered themselves. There is no wrong doing on the part of the Government of

Grenada.
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What Senator De Allie went into, which, again, gives a broad context to it, there
is a battle going on with those countries within the Caribbean, who are operating the
CBI Programme, and those developed countries will have identical programmes,
identical programmes, but because we are presenting competition for them, that they
want to see the Programme shut down, because they want to get that, steal that market.
And, what was actually quite offensive it was the promotional Ad to that Documentary,
and one of the Journalists, a British Journalist, made the comment, and if you how that
offends me, eh, made the comment: “We in the UK have this exact programme. The
difference with the Caribbean is that they are desperately poor.” That we are
desperately poor; what does that mean? What does that mean? Some Neo-colonialist
nonsense? They can do it. They can exploit it, but because we are who we are and
where we are and because we are desperately poor, we should not do it. And, | think
that sums up where we are. But, there is one thing that is more offensive to me, when |
watched that Documentary and | actually urge people to watch it, because if you
actually watch it with a broad mind, do not just listen to the Propagandists and those
who are trying to gain mileage out of it. But, | will tell you the thing that actually offends
me. So, for a British Journalist, born out of Colonialism, with that neo-colonial mentality,
| can forgive them, that's in their DNA. It has been in their DNA for the last three
hundred/four hundred (300/400) years. Why should that be any different now? They
just dressed it up.

What offends me even more is when our own people, those Journalists came to
Grenada, interviewed three (3) people, three (3) people. | will not call their names.
They interviewed three (3) Grenadians, three (3) Grenadians, where hatred, hatred for
the New National Party, oozes out of every pore. Every word, every sentence that they
make oozes hatred, to be so unpatriotic, go on record, using slanderous terms, lies,
slanderous terms in support of a narrow-minded, political, selfish agenda, the lack of
patriotism; that is our own, Mr. President. This is that Colonial model that characterises
the dynamics of that period where a few of us, a few of us giving to our Masters. Three

(3) voices are presented there.
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But, what | will close on, Mr. President, on this point, we will not be distracted
from this. The programmes that we have in place are transparent and are accounting
for. The Grenadian CBI Programme, our treatment of this programme, we are viewed
as the ‘Gold Standard’ within the Region, Mr. President. (Applause) The levels of due
diligence that we apply, applicants are actually frustrated, because it takes so long,
because we are so thorough with it. What happens in other countries is not our
concern. All we have control of is what we do here and what we do here is proper, Mr.
President. So, | will simply say, we will not be distracted. We will not be distracted by
this. Measures, legal measures, legal measures will be taken against those who have
slandered the good name of his Country. We have to protect the good name of this
Country, Mr. President (applause) and action will be taken. But, it will not distract us
from doing what is right and what is in the interest of the people.

So, Mr. President, in concluding, the Budget before us, the Bills and | went
through this in the closing, the same closing as my opening, Mr. President. It builds on
what has gone before. Progress is being made. The Budget is supporting growth and
job creation, Mr. President. (Applause) It is touching the lives of the citizens of our
Country. It is providing more opportunities for our youth. It is improving access to
better Healthcare. It is supporting greater educational opportunities for our young men
and women, and our children. We are providing more housing and more housing
assistance to those who need. It is providing more support to our Agricultural Sector
and support of our rural communities. It is protecting our most vulnerable. It is
providing additional support for our elderly, supporting business, as the driver of our
economy and business development. And, it is a Budget, Mr. President, that meets the
needs of the people of Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Martiniqgue. And it is for those

reasons, Mr. President, that | commend this Motion to the House. (Applause)
Mr. President: Thank you, Honourable Members.
Question put and agreed to.

Motion approved.
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Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | beg to move the following Motion
standing in my name:

WHEREAS Standing Order No. 63 (1) (a) Committee of Selection of the Senate’s
Revised Standing Orders provides for the appointment of a Committee to consist of the
President, as Chairman and two (2) other Senators to be known as the Committee of
Selection;

BE IT RESOLVED that this Honourable Senate doth now appoint the two (2)

other Senators to the said Committee.

Question proposed.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | will just give a broad explanation.
I'll cover all of the rationale behind the Committees to give it full context; and so | will
only have to do that once and then we will run through the individual Motions for each of
the Committees.

So, Mr. President, at each Session of Parliament, it is necessary to appoint
Senate Members to the following Committees. So, the one that is actually before us is
the Committee of Selection, and the ones that will follow are the Standing Orders
Committee, House Committee and Committee of Privileges.

The roles of each Committee includes, and for the Committee of Selection: “To
select and propose to the Senate Members of each Senate Committee and for such
other matters as the Senate may refer to from time to time.”

The Standing Orders Committee considers matters concerning the Standing
Orders, as may be referred to it by the Senate.

The House Committee considers and advises the President on matters

concerning the comfort and convenience of Senators; and the Committee of Privileges,
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any matters that are affecting the powers or privileges of the Senate will be referred to
this Committee by the Senate.

So, with regard, Mr. President, to the nominees for this first Committee, the
Standing Orders Committee, | propose that myself, Simon Stiell, be nominated, together
with Senator Lewis, as Member under the Chairmanship of the President. So, | propose
those three (3) names, myself, Senator André Lewis and | would like a Member on ‘This

Side’ to please second that proposal, under the Chairmanship of your good self.

Mr. President: Honourable Members, (inaudible comments by Mr. President)
the Committee of Selection, Leader of Government’s Business, Senator the Honourable

Simon Stiell, Labour Representative, Senator the Honourable Andre Lewis.

Mr. President: Any seconders?

Sen. the Hon. Judd Cadet: Mr. President, | wish to second the nomination

made by the Leader of Government’s Business.

Mr. President: The nomination having been seconded, all those in favour of the
Senators who have been nominated. | am assuming that all Senators have accepted. |

didn’t canvas for that but | am assuming.

Question put and agreed to.

Members of the Committee of Selection appointed.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President:
WHEREAS Standing Order 63 (1) (c) of the Senate Standing Orders provides for
the appointment of a Committee to consist of the President, as Chairman and two (2)

Members to be known as the House Committee;
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BE IT RESOLVED that this Honourable Senate doth now appoint this two (2)
Members to the said Committee.

Question proposed.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President for the House Committee, the names
proposed will be you President, as Chair, Senator Garraway and Senator De Allie, as

Members.

Mr. President: Honourable Members, the question to be considered in respect
of constituting the House Committee, the nominees are Senator the Honourable
Winston Garraway and Senator the Honourable Christopher De Allie, with the
President, sitting in the Chair. Could we have seconders? It's a question under

consideration. Could we have seconders?

Sen. the Hon. Kim George: |If it pleases you, Mr. President, | rise to second the
nomination of the individuals named and proposed by the Leader of Government’'s

Business.

Mr. President: Properly seconded by the Honourable, Senator Kim George.

Question put and agreed to.

Members of the House Committee appointed.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President:

WHEREAS Standing Orders No. 63 (1) (b) of the Senate Standing Orders
provides for the appointment of a Committee to consist of the President, as Chairman
and two (2) Members to be known as the Standing Orders Committee, which shall be
elected as soon as may be after the beginning of each Session;

326



Senate Budget 2020
Held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
On Monday 2", Tuesday 3" and Wednesday 4" December, 2019.

Formation of Committees

BE IT RESOLVED that this Honourable Senate doth now appoint Members of
the said Committee.

Question proposed.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, so the nominees for the Standing
Orders Committee are: Senator the Honourable Norlan Cox, Member; Senator the

Honourable Glynis Roberts, Member, under the Chairmanship of the President.

Question proposed.

Mr. President: Seconders?

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Mr. President, | rise to second the

nomination, as proposed by the Leader of Government’s Business.

Question put and agreed to.

Members of the Standing Orders Committee appointed.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President:

WHEREAS Standing Order No. 63 (1) (d) of the Senate Standing Orders
provides for the appointment of a Committee to consist of the President, as Chairman
and four (4) Members to be known as the Committee of Privileges, which shall be
elected, as soon as may be after the beginning of each Session;

BE IT RESOLVED that this Honourable Senate doth now appoint the four (4)

Members to the said Committee.
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Question proposed.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | propose the following four (4)
names: Senator the Honourable Cathisha Williams, Member; Senator the Honourable
Kim George, Member; Senator the Honourable Dunstan Campbell, Member; Senator
the Honourable Ron Redhead, Member, under the Chairmanship of your good self, Mr.

President.

Mr. President: You said that a little too fast for me. | captured three (3),

Cathisha Williams, Kim George, Ron Redhead and Dr. Dunstan Campbell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: That’s correct.

Mr. President: Do we have any seconders?

Sen. the Hon. Judd Cadet: Mr. President, | rise to second the nominations, as
proposed by the Leader of Government’s Business.

Question put and agreed to.

Members of the Committee of Privilege appointed.

Ag. Clerk Assistant: Item No. 15 - Bills.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | beg to introduce for first reading a
Bill for an Act for shortly entitled, Appropriation (2020) Bill, 2019.
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Ag. Clerk: An Act to appropriate a sum of one billion, one hundred and forty-six
million, ten thousand, seven hundred and five dollars ($1,146,010,705.00) to the service
of the state of Grenada for the period January 1% to December 31%, 2020 shortly
entitled, Appropriation (2020) Act, 2019.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | beg to move the relevant Standing
Order of the Senate be suspended to enable the Bill to be taken through all its stages at
this Sitting.

Question put and agreed to.

Relevant Standing Order suspended.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | beg to move the second reading of
this Bill; and | also wish to indicate as this is a Money BiIll, I have the Speaker’s
Certificate that grants me the consent to proceed with this Bill.

Mr. President, the Appropriation Bill before us and you have the Schedule within
the Bill that outlines, Vote-by-Vote, Ministry-by-Ministry, the allocations for both Capital
and Recurrent Expenditure.

This Bill simply enacts, brings into effect the Motion that has just been passed in
this Honourable House and what we have been debating over these past three (3) days,
which between myself and the Members on ‘This Side’ have outlined the programmes,
plans and justifications for each of those allocations for the year 2020.

So, | do not need to expand on this any further. We have had an exhaustive two
plus days going through this. But, | will say, in kind of summing it up, that this is a
progressive Budget, a Budget that will make a real difference to the lives of our people

and will continue to contribute to the forward and positive development of our country,
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and supplemented with the vision outlined in the National Sustainable Development
Plan and our Vision for 2035. We have that roadmap to take the gains in the past,
gains that will be achieved throughout the course of 2020, build on that, in a highly
strategic way, through to that Vision of 2035; and it's for those reasons, Mr. President,

that | commend this Bill for its second reading.

Mr. President: Senator the Honourable Christopher De Allie.

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. President, |
am going to be very short on this, as well. | only want to make two comments, and to
say to the Leader of Government's Business, that under the Ministry of National
Security, there is a Capital Budget spend projected of $4.4. m, and | am hoping that the
Fire Service could get some action to their communication equipment and some gears,
because you know, they need the Oxygen Tank type of gear, which is something that
they’re sadly lacking and | am hoping that we could take a little from Peter and moving it
to Paul, something that we could give them some money there for that.

And, also, Mr. President, when it comes to deal with Parliamentary Elections
Office, we have some monies budgeted there to be spent and | know you spoke about
the digitisation process and whatever instrument we’re going to get, but | want to move
it a little over. And we just appointed Committees in this House, and | want to make a
comment quickly and say that the effective performance of Parliament, particularly on
the oversight responsibility that is conveyed to us through these Committees, whether it
be Public Accounts, or Standing Orders or whatever, has remained something of a
myth, because we never get these Committees to function. And, | know, Mr. President,
you have been someone who have preached this time and time again, so | am
preaching it too, to help you preach; that we need to get these Committees functional,
so that we could truly exercise oversight over the Executive, as we are expected to do,
and through PAC in Trinidad, Trinidad has a PAC and they have a PAC for Statutory
Bodies, only. And in this Parliament, we lay many, many, many accounts of all sorts of

Statutory Organisations and Organisations affiliated with Government, who have been
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audited and we never get an opportunity to discuss it and go into details so the public
could understand really and truly what is happening through all these various Statutory
Bodies and other Bodies that we have, State-owned and so on. And, | am really hoping
that through your intervention, through your Seat and your Office and your counterparts
in the ‘Other Place’ that we could get some budgetary allocation made for these
Committees, so we could really get them operational and functional. And, we could
truly exercise our oversight responsibility that is mandated to us as Parliamentarians in

this Senate. Thank you, Mr. President.

Mr. President: Senator, if | may just respond. | thank you for this intervention,
well; you said that it is something that | have been consistently calling for, but | have
also called, consistently, for Parliamentarians, especially those on the non-Government
Side of the Senate, to study the Reports which come.

| returned to the Senate in December of 2014. We are now in December, 2019.
This makes it, what, five (5) years, fourteen (14) and five (5)? And, this is coming now
five (5) years since my return, and since my return, not for once and | keep saying this,
any Senator; now, you and | used to do this regularly, but no Senator on ‘This Side’ has
ever come with a Resolution or a series of questions on any of the Reports, which have
been tabled. | have been requesting of them to do this, | have urged them to do this. It
has just fallen completely on deaf ears, and therefore, there is a serious dereliction of
duty. These Papers are not ornaments. They are very serious Reports. We have a
responsibility, as the Senate, to review and oversight. So, | am happy to hear you
making that call. My Office is available to facilitate, and we have been doing so. |
mean, we have a very active Women’s Arm and we are meeting. Right now, we are
looking at Legislation dealing with sexual harassment at the workplace. We got to treat
this very seriously, but I require the efforts of colleagues on ‘Your Side’ to take this
matter seriously. | mean, so far, for the year, we have had very few questions, you
know. My office is open to assist, but the responsibility also lies solidly on your side.

The other thing is, Senators don’t have to wait to come to the Parliament. You
can write letters, and | would suggest that your suggestion to the Leader of
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Government’s Business in respect of utilising an allocation for the proper outfitting of
Fire Service workers ought to be done from either you or on behalf of your Organisation
to the Minister of Finance. Quite apart from being spoken to the Leader of
Government’'s Business, you need to follow that up directly and the Labour
Representative, too, because Labour has an interest in making sure that the workers
have protective equipment and oxygen supplies are very important pieces of protective
equipment for those workers who provide a very valuable service, the Fire Services.
So, again, | urge you,; the Parliament is not only when you sit. The Parliament is an
Office of responsibility that you carry, whether the Chamber is Sitting or not, so | just
thought | should make that intervention at this time. Senator Lewis.

Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: Thank you, Mr. President. Just an observation,
along the taking from the Peter and giving to Paul. Over the last few days, and certainly
before the last few days, | think it was said that in order to give to the workers, in terms
of increases, | think resources had to be taken from elsewhere. But, | am just looking
through the Schedule, Schedule 23 — Salaries and Wage Increases, and | am not
seeing anything there for this, so as you said it was taken from one place and put there,
but I am not seeing anything here, and | don’t know. In other words, the Government
has said it had to reduce from other allocations and put to Salary and Wages. But, the
official document in front of me, | am seeing a blank, so | do not know what to make of
this.

(Inaudible Comments by Mr. President)

Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: Then it stands that we didn’t take from anywhere;
in other words, you cannot; | know, but because it is a logical also concern and,
therefore, if you are claiming that you took from one place to give to the other, | am not
seeing it here, yet still your quantum, your total is what you intended to pass. Unless
your Budget is deficit in here. In other words, it is showing less than you want to spend;

so | am seeking clarity. It is said; bear with me. It is said that you took elsewhere to
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give to us. The Budget is what you intend to spend. You would have done that, you
said you took it, but I'm seeing nothing here, absolutely nothing here. So, it’s either you
didn’t take, and if you didn’t take it is not correct to come to the Parliament and tell the
Nation that you have had to take from one side to give to the other, it is not here. Just

an observation.

(Inaudible Comments by Mr. President)

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Yes, so in wrapping up, Mr. President, | thank the
Members on the ‘Other Side’ for their comments. The comments about providing safety
equipment for our Fire Fighters are quite important, Mr. President. Our Fire Fighters put
their lives at risk every time they attend an incident; so the comments made from
Senator De Allie are heartfelt and | would certainly pass that on and see how we can
ensure their safety is reflected in the Peter/Paul discussions that will take place. And,
we also have to remember there will be a Supplemental mid-2020, as that is the norm.
So, there is an opportunity, as we start seeing how those revenues flows come in and
typically there are more resources available to be able to supplement what we have in

here.

(Inaudible Comments by Mr. President)

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: | absolutely agree with that, but I am simply
suggesting that there are opportunities that start now for us to start thinking of how we
can do that in the most timely of fashion.

Senator De Allie talked about these Committees that are important, and | think
there is a way, and we have had the conversation many times, Mr. President. | think we
can raise the bar further, here, within the Senate, how we treat the Bills, how we go

through the Committee Stages, looking at how we can refine our procedures within the
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Parliament that give a better ventilation of all of the important matters. Give the general
public an opportunity to be able to influence and be able to demonstrate how their
fingerprints can be better imparted on our discussion and our debate.

And, | know Senator Williams is constantly jabbing me for opportunities as to how
we can bring in some further perspectives, and | think it is through the roles and
functions of these Committees that give us the procedural opportunity to do just that,
and | think it may be (forgive me for using the word) laziness on our part, not due to

lack of desire, because | know that is being expressed.

(Inaudible Comments by Mr. President)

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Organisation, so | think that is an opportunity. So,
as we move into this new Session, | think we can, certainly, think about that. Senator

Lewis’ comments about...

(Inaudible Comment by Mr. President)

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: | wish that Finance goes here to just ensure that

my understanding of this is correct.

(Inaudible Comments by Mr. President)

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: No, I think | can address it. | think | can address it.
If the Senator is looking for a Budget item of $43.5 m, that says salary increases four,
plus four, plus four in NIS, that doesn’t exist here. What does exist is, it is based on,
Vote-by-Vote, Ministry-by-Ministry. (Applause) So, whether it’s in the Ministry of Legal
Affairs; whether it’s our Prison Officers, our Police, our Teachers in Education, as we go
through, our Officers in Agriculture, that’'s where it’s reflected, because, if you were to

go through, what you need to look at is this, Mr. President. This is what you need to
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look at. And, as you go through, yes, but that is a summary, that’s simply a Schedule,

this is what is laid on the Table.

(Comments from other Members)

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: And, also in addition to that, Mr. President, the
Financial Analysis, the Risk Analysis that determines where we are getting those
resources from, have all been laid on the Table. So, the detailed thinking, the detailed
analysis, justifications where Paul sits, where Peter sits, Jane, Mary, Sue, where they all
sit and how resources are allocated are all absorbed within that.

There is a Budget ceiling of $1.14 b. It is that ceiling, Mr. President, that
incorporates all of those costs. So, the creative accounting to take from one place to

provide to another is all covered.

Mr. President: Itis contained in the Recurrent.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Exactly. It is in the Recurrent and it’s reflected in
that detailed document, which has been laid before the House. So, it would be
wonderful, if we should just pull that as a limelight, but it is absorbed within each of
those numbers.

So, Mr. President, in closing, we’'ve had a lengthy discussion on justifying the
allocations. | appreciate the comments from the ‘Other Side’. But, in closing, once
again, | believe this has high value, it serves the people, it serves our Nation, and it is

for those reasons, Mr. President, that | commend this for its second reading.

Question put and agreed to.
Bill read a second time.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.
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Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | beg to move that the Senate
resolves itself into a Committee of the whole Senate to consider; no, we don’t need the

Committee stage.

Mr. President: No, it's a Money BIll.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Yes, that’s right.

Mr. President: So, we can move straight through.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | beg to move the third reading of
this Bill.

Question put and agreed to.

Bill read a third time and passed.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | beg to introduce for first reading a
Bill for an Act shortly entitled, (2020) Budget Loan Authorization Bill, 2019.

Ag. Clerk: An Act to authorise the Minister for Finance to borrow from various
sources an amount of one hundred million United States dollars (US$100 m) shortly
entitled, the (2020) Loan Authorization Act, 2019.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | beg to move that the relevant
Standing Order of the Senate be suspended to enable the Bill to be taken through all its

stages at this Sitting.

336



Senate Budget 2020
Held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
On Monday 2", Tuesday 3" and Wednesday 4" December, 2019.

Bills

Question put and agreed to.
Relevant Standing Order suspended.

Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | beg to move the second reading of
this Bill.

Question proposed.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | wish to indicate that this a Money
Bill and | have the Speaker’s Certificate, which authorises me to proceed with this Bill.

Mr. President, this is a standard instrument that is used, it provides for a Loan
Authorization of one hundred million US dollars (US$100 m) as a protective measure.
This is not a loan that we are taking on. This is not debt that we are placing on our

books. It's simply giving us...

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Mr. President, just as a matter of clarity,

my document is saying, one hundred million Eastern Caribbean dollars (EC$100 m).

Mr. President: My document is saying one hundred million US dollars ($100 m).

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Well, mine is just saying Eastern

Caribbean, so...

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, in the Lower House, when it was
presented, both as a Motion and as a Bill, there was a correction made there. It's in the
original documentation, which was presented to the Lower House, the ‘Other Place,’

and it had EC dollars, and it was corrected on the floor and the documents | think we all
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have state the US dollars. So, maybe you have an electronic copy of what, originally,
went to the Lower House.

Mr. President: Yes, it's a hundred million US dollars (US$100 m).

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: So, just continuing. So, this is not debt alone that
we are taking on, it's not debt that we are replacing on our books, it's simply to give us
that protective cover that in the event there is a shortfall in the financing of this Budget.
And, what is laid out in the big document, Mr. President, are all of the sources of funding
that we have received, which demonstrates that the Budget before us is fully financed.
This is not a fake Budget. This isn’t another billion dollar project where six hundred

million dollars ($600 m) is, what was it, trust me?

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Unfinanced.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Unfinanced and the then Minister for Finance came
to present it to the people with a ‘we must just trust him.” There is no financing gap in
this. So, all our programme initiatives are fully funded, fully financed and identified.
But, in the event, in the event there is a shortfall, this gives us the necessary cover to be
able to then borrow. We will have to come back to Parliament for the authorisation of it,
but it enables us, the Ministry of Finance to seek alternative sources of funding through
this Loan Facility to bridge that gap. So, what you will actually see is, you will see that it
will have an impact on our debt stock, which we’re managing dutifully, but it will ensure
the execution of all of the programmes and initiatives that are outlined in here. So, as |
said, a protective measure, standard procedure, nothing extraordinary about this, every
Budget, such measures are put in place. So, Mr. President, for those reasons, |
commend this Bill for its second reading.

Question put and agreed to.

Bill read a second time.
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Mr. President: Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, | beg to move the third reading of
the Bill.

Question put and agreed to.

Bill read a third time and passed.

Ag. Clerk Assistant: Item No. 16 - Public Business.
Item No. 17 — Adjournment.

Mr. President: Senator the Honourable Winston Garraway:

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Thank you very much, Mr. President. Mr.
President, | rise and | want to take this opportunity to speak on four (4) themes | have
here this morning. And, based on all that have transpired in this Honourable House
over the last two and plus days, we're on ‘This Side,” and | guess as much most of the
Nation would agree that this is a great Budget. It is a great period of governance in this
Country. The stability that we have experienced, over the years, is testimony to the
leadership of this Administration. And, historically, Mr. President, it has always been
this Government, who has been responding to the needs of workers. May 2013, when
we came in and had a humongous bill of over forty million dollars ($40 m) to take care
of back pay, increases in salaries and the likes that were left there by the former
Administration, we didn’t complain, but we found the resources and paid the Public
Workers. We didn’t have to sell our State assets, because probably there wasn’t any
more, but more than that, we introduced measures to ensure that this economy grows
and become stable.

Today, as a Nation, we are lauded around the world, because we have done the

right thing. And, while the Home-Grown Structural Adjustment Programme was
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developed and with support from the International Communities, the World Bank, the
IMF, the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank, the ECCB and others, Grenada today
stands, as the IMF and World Bank put it, as a poster child to the rest of the world, as to
how you can, working together with a common objective, transform your economy, and
today, we are better off for it.

And, what we have realised, there are forces out there, who will like to get into
governance, or to govern this country, agreeing among themselves that they cannot
dispute that this economy is doing well. They cannot dispute that we have been able to
transform this economy and to bring people along, provide opportunities for our young
people, provide opportunities for our senior citizens. They agree that they cannot
dispute it, so what they have decided, let us attack people, personally, and we have
seen this before.

In the year 2000, we had this infamous ‘brief case story,” with one, Eric
Resteiner. We heard of David Merchant, the Editor of Offshore Alert, and he, by the
way, Mr. President, broke the story and said that Prime Minister Mitchell receiving some
five hundred thousand US dollars (US$500,000.00) in a briefcase, a Louis Vuitton
briefcase, as a bribe, to sell him diplomatic passports; and this story was peddled for a
long time.

Then, there was this gentleman, one Edward Frederick, went to the office of
Offshore Alert, and | am now speaking as | heard it from David Merchant, and he said, |
was in my apartment and this Agent of the Opposition, the NDC, Mr. Frederick, came to
my apartment” and he said “he was looking for the tape, the tape with the evidence of
the briefcase transaction.” And, he said, “lying around in my apartment were movie
tapes, and he took one and he said it is a tape, it is a tape” and Mr. Frederick requested
that they should take a picture; and he said “they posed and they took a picture” and lo
and behold that very said picture ended on the front page of the Grenada Today, that
was the name. You need to research why the name has been changed; and listening to
Mr. Merchant he was angry, very angry, and you know why, because he was caught.

The Government established an Inquiry, a public Inquiry to ascertain and to

gather information, as it relates to this tape and to this picture. The Opposition had an

340



Senate Budget 2020
Held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
On Monday 2", Tuesday 3" and Wednesday 4" December, 2019.

Adjournment

opportunity to present the tape that they said they had. Sad to say, Mr. President, there
was no tape.
But, let me tell you how far they went with this. They never came to the Inquiry

to...
Sergeant-at-Arms: Mr. Deputy President.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: They never came to the Inquiry, Mr. Deputy
President, to present information, and you know why? Because there was no tape.
They called the Nation and they said to the Nation: “We will have a public viewing of the
tape in the Sugar Mill area,” and many Grenadians went down to Sugar Mill hoping to
see the tape, because they wanted to see the evidence of the Prime Minister receiving
some five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000.00) in a briefcase, in a Louis Vuitton
briefcase; and then they said the tape wasn’t working, so they rescheduled another
viewing for St. Andrew, and, Mr. Deputy President, senior citizens went to Grenville,
hoping to see the evidence on this tape. They are still waiting, up to this day, still
waiting. But, they didn’t, because there was no tape. It was a hoax, fake news.

| want to say to this Honourable House, Mr. Deputy President, the same players,
who made this story in the year 2000 are the same people behind this Al Jazeera’s
report that we are seeing right now. | want to also inform this House; | know from
September 10™, this year, some of the stories were published in this Paper on me that |
knocked down a Journalist and broke her hip and all those stuff and so on, these stories
were prepared by the same people, who developed this tape, the same people.

They also went and they accused me of having a fake Doctorate Degree. But, let
me say to you, Mr. President, United Graduate College and Seminary International
Organization out of the United States conferred on me an Honorary Degree. Why?
They conferred that Degree in Humanities on me. Why? They have been following my
work. They know and they have gotten the information that | was very instrumental in
establishing female Basketball in our Secondary Schools, and a number of the young

girls played the game competitively and were able to secure scholarships to study in the
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United States. They know that. They also followed my Foundation, Project We Care,
which was established to assist young people and families, vulnerable families with
foodstuff, school items, you name it, and they recognised me for the outstanding work |
have been doing to help humanity and they provided this Honorary Doctorate Degree.

| saw a Lawyer, who is supposed to know better, a Degree in Humanities,
published an article, attacking me, Jerry Edwin, is the name, a robed Lawyer. He
should be ashamed of himself. Humanities, as | was given this Degree for, because the
work is there, as a testimony, as a beacon of what | have done, and | will continue to do
it. Yesterday | spoke of getting scholarships for young people to go and study to be
Nurses, to be Doctors. Yes, | have done my part to help them to get it and continue to
help families, because it is all about helping Grenadians to advance. To break the cycle
of poverty is to ensure that we give them an opportunity to, as we say, a hand up, not a
hand-down. But, it is unfortunate that our people would be so marginalised. So, | call
on those persons, who are pushing this fake news today, to stop trying to fool the
Grenadian people.

But, you know, they went a little further, Mr. Deputy President. They then said to
the Attorney-General, the tape is with the CIA and you should write the CIA to get a
copy of it. But, you just said you had it, and what happened...

(Time Bell Rings)

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: They didn’t get it. They said, okay, should

we get voted into the Elections, we will... | have five (5) minutes more? We will...

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie (Deputy President): You used up your ten

(10) minutes already, Senator, so please close.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: ...ask for it; (I will just close) and ask the US
to send it, but if you didn’t get it, when we get into Office, we will get it and jail Keith
Mitchell. It never happened.
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And, the last thing | just want to close by saying thank you very much. | have
seen a story, by this Reporter, talking of being able to identify a grave just outside the
Parliament building, of one gentleman, who was buried in the area two hundred and
twenty-two (222) years ago, Frederick Newcombe, Esquire. He was the Secretary to
the British Governor, who was living just in the area, and he was buried in the area.

| am raising this, because we would be doing some upgrade in the sum of two
million dollars ($2 m) from Mexico to upgrade the Parliament and do the aesthetics
around the building and so forth. | am asking the Parliament to ensure that we do
something, as it relates to enhancing this grave, because this would become a very
trafficked place, in terms of Tourism, people from London and so forth.

And, | want to give a lot of credit to the Investigative Reporter, Ms. Linda Straker.
She has been doing some outstanding work, in terms of investigating stuff, and | want to
ask Brother Michael Jessamy to take on this task. | also want to ask the Funeral Home
to give support to protecting this stone, as we go forward. Thank you very much, Mr.
Deputy President. (Applause)

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie (Mr. Deputy President): Senator Lewis.

Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: Thank you, very much, Mr. Deputy President.
And, | just want to use the opportunity to wish the working people of Grenada and all
Grenadians all the best for the rest of the year. At the same time to give a commitment,
as requested by the Leader of Government’s Business, to pay attention to productivity,
etcetera. We have always done that. What is important is the aspect of management.
We have had that discussion at the Private Sector, which you yourself, at another place,
would know. And, if the Government and the Administrators allow people to function in
their Professional capacity, we are absolutely confident that the Public Service would
rise in its level of productivity.

As a matter of fact, many of our Comrades in the Labour Movement have been
lamenting the fact of how some people, in certain Ministries, at the rate at which they

rise, are given charge of serious Ministries, as Finance, etcetera. In other words,
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Colleagues, we have made that call before, allow the Political Directorate to stay away
from determining who will rule the different Ministries and Departments. If you do it on
the basis of merit, then this is okay, but we are convinced that in a number of instances,
quite a number of the significant roles do not follow what is normally expected to
achieve what you look for, in terms of implementation. The more you make, the more
we can demand. We agree with this, and, therefore, it is a fallacy for anyone to believe
or imply that we are against increased productivity. The Private Sector could tell you
this.

As a matter of fact, in quite a number of our Collective Agreements, we have
what you call ‘Joint Consultancy,” ‘Joint Consultation,” whereby we meet from time to
time, twice a year, three times a year and speak about the problem of productivity, the
guestion of discipline, the question of punctuality. As a matter of fact, | can tell you,
what we have found is that most of the PSs, who actually manage the Department, who
writes workers and who would want to take disciplinary action, many times have been
moved. This is what we have found.

Certainly, our Union, has found that the PSs that we have to go to and many
times battle with, in terms of discipline etcetera, after a while they disappear. The
Public Workers Union has been making this cry. So, through you, Mr. Deputy
President, the Leader of Government’s Business made that request for our support and
we give that support, but it is a management issue. It is a Policy decision making issue.
There are some meteoric rises within the Ministries of persons, who have come from
fairly middle level positions and then, all of a sudden, given ultimate responsibilities;
that’s your call, but if it is backfiring, there is a difference between a Manager and a
Leader. Let me repeat. There are people, who may be very good, in terms of their
technical competence, and you would know this, but they may not be good at managing
people, and, therefore you have a question of low moral within the Public Service.

Also linked to the question of productivity, which...

Sergeant-at-Arms: The President in the Chair.
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Sen. the Hon. Andrée Lewis: Thank you, Mr. President. The question of
productivity and having that zeal to go to work is impacting on the people, who are in
the Service for ten/fifteen/twenty years without letters of appointments.

In the Private Sector, when there is threat of retrenchment and uncertainty,
workers go to work just because they have to go. And, if a Study is done, you would
see that in these Companies, the productivity is done. We want to work with you,
because we want our members, our workers to feel comfortable to produce, and they
are producing, they do wonders.

The economic performance that we have, and | am saying ‘we,” as Grenadians,
that you have been boasting about is done by our hardworking Public Officers. It is not
done by the Politicians. They set Policies, so we agree with this. That success that we
have had, that you boast about, through you, Mr. President, that the Leader of
Government’s Business boasts about over the last six (6) years, who carried it out,
through you, Mr. President? Our Public Officers. | am saying that wherever you have
challenges, let us look and see what are the causes. We want to engage you. We
have been engaging you and we have identified some of the key issues. And, that
brings me to the call on Public Officers to speak out and to take responsibility.

What has happened to Comrade Sister Daisy Hazzard? It is a matter | must
address. Daisy Hazzard is one of the hardest Public Working Officers. She became
Public Relations Officer of the Public Workers’ Union in March of 2019, by September
she had been moved, unceremoniously, from Education, where she had a high level of
competence, and it could only be ascribed, because she is playing a role in speaking
out on behalf of workers. What is the signal are we sending to Public Officers? What
are the signals Daisy Hazzard, and | am using her, as an example, because it has
happened to others. But, in the case of others, the Government would have come out
and say, well, look, you can transfer, yes, you can transfer within the Service, but it is a
clear case. And, if we want to get our people to speak out; so on the cell gate issue, we
have said that Officers should speak out. We have a strong feeling that there are
people who might be seeing things happening and correctly they should be speaking

out. But, they are trying to cover themselves. They do not want to be another Daisy.
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They do not want to be another Daisy Hazzard. At least Daisy is a Senior person and
Daisy will survive and anywhere she goes she will shine. But, we have people who are
on assignment, doing absolutely nothing. We have wastages in monies. We have
leakages. We have Senior Officers moved from Departments and placed elsewhere,
who have absolutely nothing to do, asking for work, but because they may have said or
done something that some influential person within the Administration does not like,
they are moved. That's a historical fact. We have raised this. The Public Workers’
Union has raised it many, many times.

| also want to make an appeal for the Government to pay particular attention to
Nurse Patty. Nurse Patty, who was attacked at the Mt. Gay Mental Hospital, during her
line of duty. She has been struggling to meet her different commitments, because that
incident has resulted in her having to meet a number of medical bills. The NIS would
have run out, because NIS will not cover you forever. This is a workplace issue. | know
there have been a lot of push backs, as to whether proper procedure was followed, or
whether or not time ran out. The incident happened at her work. She was beaten by a
patient. | am making this appeal. | am calling on the Authorities to address this issue.

We extend our support to the TAMCC Workers for that. | couldn’t have said it
better than Senator De Allie, through you, Mr. President; and he sounded as a Trade
Unionist yesterday, and you know why, because he is directly involved in this one and
he sits on the Board and the Board is being made to look as though they are not doing
their work by the Government. That's what he said. They are doubting the ability of the
Board and questioning the veracity of TAMCC, that's what he said, in terms of its
importance. But, he feels it, because he is in the heat; so those of us who are in the
fire, who have been always feeling the heat, welcome to the club Senator De Allie,
welcome to the club. He was very passionate, extremely passionate and he defended
the workers. He defended the workers’ rights to go out to fight for their rights, because
it is overbearing and that's what we do, that's what we do. That’s the obligation and
duty that we have and we feel like we are in the fire every day. So, when Cable and
Wireless, (it's a battle we’re still fighting), will underpay FLOW workers, because they

came from Columbus Communication and working now with Cable and Wireless, doing
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all what Cable and Wireless former workers used to do and paying them half their salary
and we have been fighting it. But, it is part of the on-going battles that we have. We
call on the Company to treat the workers fairly and we are in the Ministry with it. It will
take a process. And, many times these battles are dependent on how strong you are in
a particular workplace, but we will keep fighting.

We want to repeat the call to remove the Legislation on salary increases. We
agree with the principle that you cannot pay and you ought not to pay more than you
can afford. Labour is the only one that has been restricted through these Legislations,
and through you, Mr. President, probably if the Leader of Government’s Business is
willing to engage me in that discussion, he might be able to understand our concerns.

(Time Bell Rings)

Sen. the Hon. André Lewis: Time? So, we are willing to discuss that and to
say that there cannot be any truth; as a matter of fact the FROC calls for Government to
revisit how you forecast inflation, because we cannot accept that inflation only move by
under 1% or even your projection. It, therefore, means that one hundred dollars
($100.00) from last year, | need one hundred and one dollars ($101.00) to get the same
amount of goods from last year, and all of us knows that, who goes to the Supermarket.
The Food Basket used by the Ministry of Finance has not been reviewed since 2012.
It's about ten (10) years, or thereabout, it has not been reviewed, so we need to do this.

Once again, | want to thank the Nation and to wish the workers all the very best

for 2020. Thank you very much, Mr. President. (Applause)

Mr. President: Thank you, Senator Lewis. Senator Cox.

Sen. the Hon. Norlan Cox: Mr. President, thank you very much. [ just want to
touch on a few important matters, maybe | should start first with the National Lottery
Authority, Mr. President. | didn’t get a chance to speak of what we have been able to do

over the year, in terms of contribution towards our role and responsibility, our mandate

347



Senate Budget 2020
Held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
On Monday 2", Tuesday 3" and Wednesday 4" December, 2019.

Adjournment

and support to Sports, Culture and Nation Building. And, over the 2019 period, Mr.
President, | think it is important to note that we have expended in excess of $2.5 m in
supporting Sporting Association Organizations, Culture in Grenada, our Artistes, young
budding persons coming up. | think that is very critical, Mr. President, to note and to
record.

Also, in terms of Nation Building, we have given support to various Sectors, the
Health Sector, Community Projects in excess of $1.5 m. Mr. President, | think that is
commendable.

Mr. President, how we are able to do this? This is done, as a result of the
ordinary person who play our games, the ordinary tax payers, persons who understand
that by engaging or patrticipating in our games, those returns go back to our young boys
and girls, who are aspiring in Sports, aspiring in Culture that they will be able to benefit
from that investment that we in turn put back into the Community. Mr. President, | think
that is something that we must commend, the support that we have received from the
wider public, in terms of the success of the National Lottery. Mr. President, the
Government will continue to work and we look forward to doing some more things, re
the National Lottery in 2020.

Mr. President, recently, we had a little negative situation with our staff at the
Lottery and some of it and my colleague, representing Labour on the ‘Other Side,’ said
yesterday that we reneged on our promise, and so we are happy that we are at a place
where they feel comfortable. While that is the case, we do have one outstanding, |
believe, and | can only hope that it's one outstanding matter and not much more
regarding a job analysis.

It is felt that, in terms of where the staff is, in terms of their compensation, we
need to assess to align roles and responsibilities with those compensations and not to
find ourselves in a situation like we recently did where we just had to pull a number from
the sky to apply to some requests. But, it should be done with some merit, in some
structured way, and so we are committed to having that done and we see by not doing
that we found ourselves in a situation where we were cornered by not being able to

perform that duty, in terms of doing the job analysis. But, | can assure this Honourable
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House that, that activity will be done once the person responsible to spearhead that
initiative.

But, Mr. President, you know, | was a bit concerned and somewhat disappointed,
when you know sometimes people demonstrating, they’re passionate and they make
certain statements, but | think it is important in the context of the Government and what
we have been doing to support the working class people, Mr. President, and we hear it
in a number of circles what this Government has done since 2013 supporting the
working class. |1 think it is critical, because if | could recall, Mr. President, and maybe |
stand corrected. Sometime before we came into power in 2013, the relationship
between the National Lotteries Authority and the Union was not a healthy one. There
has been stagnant negotiations based on salary increases, nothing has been done for
that period before. But, come 2013, when this Government came into power and the
Board was constituted, decided, look, we are going to go in a different direction. We
want to have better working relations with our Union brothers and sisters and as such a
decision was taken to resolve all matters. So, from 2010-2015, the staff received in
excess of 19.5% in salary increases and other benefits, amounting to $1.2 m. | think
this is significant and it shows the commitment by this Government. (Applause) So,
when | hear staff saying that inhumane treatment, | am somewhat confused and they
maybe need to explain what they mean by inhumane treatment and dysfunction and
things like that.

Added to that, Mr. President, most importantly, the previous Administration would
have fired or sent home or dismissed some workers, and it was this Government, who
righted that wrong. (Applause) It was this Government that rehired them. So, | think it
is important. | don’t want to go further, but those two (2) things | just wanted to
highlight. | think it is critical.

But, going forward for 2020, we want to thank the staff for the work that they are
doing and continue to ensure that we move forward, because what we do from the
National Lottery is important for the development of this country. So, Mr. President, for
2020 what we are looking at is to continue to support the development of this country.
We are looking to give more support to Sports, Culture and Nation Building, and more

349



Senate Budget 2020
Held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
On Monday 2", Tuesday 3" and Wednesday 4" December, 2019.

Adjournment

specifically, in terms of Nation building to give some support to the Royal Grenada
Police Force through the Fire Department, and you will hear more about that, going
forward, some significant investments, going forward. (Applause) | wouldn’t give

details now, but you will hear more of that, going forward.

(Inaudible comments by Mr. President)

Sen. the Hon. Norlan Cox: As | said, Mr. President, more details will come on
that and that was not a response to Senator De Allie’s concerns raised, but that has
been something that has been planned and discussed months ago. We have been
discussing with the Commissioner of Police what we are going to do and how we going
to do it.

(Inaudible comments by Mr. President)

(Laughter)

Sen. the Hon. Norlan Cox: We will see how we can work, Mr. President. At
this time, we want to also recognise our partner. What we are doing in that regard, Mr.
President, is done in partnership with the Caribbean Bank (CBN) through a Trust Fund
that they contribute and we match, and that is why we were able to purchase the two (2)
ambulances in excess of four hundred thousand dollars ($400,000.00) last year. Last
year December we gave that to the Ministry of Health. So, Mr. President, it is significant
support and we want to highlight that.

Also, Mr. President, the National Lotteries Act provides for a Reserve Fund, and,
Mr. President, | am happy to announce that we established this Reserve Fund this year
and that Fund will be used for Natural Disasters, National Emergencies, going forward.
So, we are planning long term, Mr. President. So, this year we have established that

Fund. About 20% of the Revenue from NLA for the year will go into that Fund for
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National Disasters, Mr. President, so | really wanted to highlight that, as being critical.
(Applause)

So, Mr. President, those are some of the important things that we are working on.
And as we speak about the ambulances | just want to add, as well, we have committed
to supporting the maintenance of those ambulances for the next five (5) years and also
insurance, as well. We are paying those for these two (2) ambulances. So, that is the
significant work that the National Lottery is doing through this Government, Mr.
President.

And, even to add, Mr. President, we believe that based on that arrangement,
based on how the Fund develops that whenever the ambulance need to be replenish,
then we will be positioned, again, to maybe do two or three going down the road. So,
that is the kind of approach that we are taking and we believe that we are moving in the
right direction.

Mr. President, | just want to move quickly to speak about Anderson Peters. He is
scheduled to be home on Sunday, 15™ of December, and so we are inviting the General
Public to come out and to welcome him home at the Airport, at the Maurice Bishop
International Airport. | think he is coming on the evening flight, sometime in the
afternoon. More information will be out about that. | think that there is a planned
motorcade from the Airport to La Sagesse where they will meet and speak; family,
friends, everybody will be there to celebrate.

But, most importantly on the 13" of December, there will be an Award Ceremony,
Panam Sports Award Ceremony in Fort Lauderdale, where Anderson is nominated, as
the Panam Sports Male Athlete of the year. And, we are asking Grenadians to go out
and vote. Go on Panam website and vote. (Applause) Put in your vote for him,
because if he wins this, this is another thing for us to celebrate. So, | just wanted to
mention that and just to say to this Honourable House that we want to thank you for
your support over the year, and we wish you all the best for the Christmas Season,
whoever celebrates Christmas. Some people don’'t and we understand and we respect
that. But, | just want to thank you, Mr. President, for your support and the staff for

everything that they would have done and other Members for working along with me,

351



Senate Budget 2020
Held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s
On Monday 2", Tuesday 3" and Wednesday 4" December, 2019.

Adjournment

your advice, suggestions have really allowed us to function in a better way in this
Honourable House. So, thank you very much, Mr. President, for your time.
(Applause)

Mr. President: Senator De Allie.

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Thank you, Mr. President. | understand
that you are a bit distracted. Quickly, Mr. President, | just want to; | didn’t plan to say
anything on the Adjournment, but something occurred to me listening to Senator Cox,
through you that eluded me earlier and that is; and for Leader of Government's
Business, we really need to understand and put in place some form of Maintenance
Programme across Ministries. | don’t know how we’re going to do it, if it's through
Works. | know Works have their own issues, but when we hear about some of the
things that have happened in the Hospital and lack of maintenance, attention to detail in
the Police Service with vehicles and so on and so forth, it really comes back to us, in
terms of costs. Even here, in our lovely Parliament Building, sometimes you hear about
issues of, probably, maintenance. And, you know we have the Stadium, we are going
and spend all this money, true the Chinese are helping us. There seem to be some; |
don’t know if we need to put a team of people together that could handle maintenance
issues across key areas of our Ministries, whether it's in Health, whether it's in Works,
whether it's in the Ministry Building, the Ministerial Complex. | don’t know. There is
something about maintenance that seems to elude us and cost us a lot down in the end.
And, | just want to throw that suggestion to you, Leader of Government’s Business that
probably something that your side needs to think on, come together, brainstorm and see
whether we could come up with a plan. | suppose all of us are willing to help on our
side, as well and that we could get something to go that could help us to save money
and be more reactive to things, when they happen and don’t have to wait years to fix

something that could have been done in half an hour.
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And, Mr. President, | just want to end with that and to say that is something that
eluded me and | really wanted to say it, because | believe it is something that we need
to pay attention to. Thank you. (Applause)

Mr. President: Okay. Senator Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Thank you, Mr. President. Well, if | am the last to
speak, I'll have that privilege. | will first like to just respond to Senator Lewis. There are
a couple of things. | just want to reiterate, we need to be more progressive, through
you, Mr. President, far more progressive in our approach to this important conversation
on productivity and the role that we will play. | hear the Member’s call again about the
wage rule, and | can only just come back to the conversation we should be having, the
progressive transformational conversation is how can we increase our GDP; 2% of
GDP, increase our GDP, that 2% becomes bigger. That is the conversation, Mr.
President. The FROC has made a number of recommendations, but all
recommendations that they have made, all of them are grounded in fiscal prudence and
fiscal responsibility. They are not detracting from that path in any way, and we will
listen, we are listening to their recommendations, recommendations from the IMF and
other development partners. And, the rules that we have in place, we know they are not
perfect, but, certainly, the best thing that we have, the best tool that we have and the
results are very clear, very, very clear, very, very tangible.

And, this inflation point, Mr. President; if you look at salary, wage negotiations
that take place all over the place, it isn’t about Union workers just throwing out a
number, an arbitrary number; it should be 1%, 3%, 5%, 10%. The first offer they
proposed was for a 25% increase over a three-year period. | mean, 25%, that's a
massive number. Break the Bank, break the rules, we can’t go there. These proposals
have to be based on some form of technical justification. The starting point for that
justification is inflation. Salary increases ensure that wages and salaries benefits are in

line with inflation.
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Our inflation rate is 1%, that is very low, Mr. President. Itis on the low end. | am
not taking away from Senator Lewis’ comment that the basket of goods needs to be
revised. It was done in 2012 and it was seven (7) years ago and so on and so forth.
Yes, let us revise it, it's 1%, but what we have agreed with all but two (2) Unions is a 4%
increase; and even if we are out in that calculation, it is not 1%, it's 2%, if it's not 2%, it’s
3%, if it's not 3%, if it's 4%, so that’s 400% many times more that margin of error. The
offer that has been accepted is 4% against the inflation rate of 1% is still highly, highly
generous, (applause) factoring in any tolerances. | come back to this, fair and
reasonable, at this time, and that’'s what we believe we are doing. So, | throw out,
again, to my brother, please consider, carefully, carefully, what’'s been accepted by your
colleagues in other Unions, fair and reasonable at this time. Please help us, work with
us, my brother, work with us; and let us have that conversation, very serious mature
conversation about how we can increase this pie together. We will all benefit, no more
so the people of this country, only men and women that we all represent and our
constituents.

And, then just reiterating on the NHI's side, again, | can’t stress enough JIPA’s
involvement. It is not there just to replace the NIS. NIS just do not have the capacity, at
this time. They don’t have it. We cannot set them up to fail. This is too important.
JIPA is able to bring massive experience, knowledge not just of that field, but how it
applies to the Caribbean. They have done this throughout the Caribbean. It is to put
those training wheels on the NIS, so that they don't fall off. What we would do with our
beloved children? Let them gain the experience without bruising their knees or bursting
their heads, that's what we are trying to do. And, once they get into their stride, we take
off those wheels, that's why JIPA can step back. But, again through you, Mr. President,
to Senator Lewis, you need to directly involve yourself into these discussions. You have
that opportunity, personally. You need to, personally, be part of this, so that there is a
thorough understanding, and, as | said, we could kind of work together to get this thing
through.

Senator De Allie, maintenance, | agree, maintenance, maintenance,

maintenance, maintenance. It is important. It costs us down the road and we have
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seen that, so that is fully, fully taken on board. But, Mr. President, | have spoken a lot.
My voice is going. | think | have said all that | think needs to be said other than on the
personal side. And, | would like to stop by thanking all Members, once again, for the
brilliant contributions over these past three (3) days. | appreciate the discourse,
appreciate the challenges, appreciate being asked difficult questions. We are here on
the behalf of the people of Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Martinique and we do need to
be held to account. So, | appreciate those contributions.

| would also like to say a personal thank you for those within my Ministry. |
haven’t had that opportunity, starting with Minister Garraway, Minister Da Breo, who we
cannot achieve what we have achieved... It's a team effort and without their support
and their dedication and sacrifices they make, we could not achieved what we are
achieving. And, then for the Permanent Secretary, all of the Public Officers within the
Ministry of Climate Resilience, et al, | want to offer a heartfelt thank you for all of the
work, the patience that they have shown to me during this period. | am a demanding
person, Mr. President, and | don’t apologize for that. While my intentions are good, it is
always to get the best and the most out of what we have, so that we can achieve as
much, because | understand, ultimately, we are not serving ourselves, we are serving
the Nation, we are serving our people. But, as | said without their collective support,
their patience and understanding with me, we won’t be able to achieve all; and all that is
left for me to say is thank you, Mr. President. Thank all of the staff and team here at the
Parliament. This beautiful building, the operation, | mean I am impressed and Clerk,
Deputy Clerk for all of your work, it's shown and it’s reflected in how this Parliament is
operating.

| want to take my hats off to all of you and thank all of us and everybody, who is
listening a very, very safe, peaceful, enjoyable Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

So, on that note, Mr. President, | wish to move the adjournment, Mr. President.

Mr. President. Thank you, Senator Stiell. Before | forget, Honourable
Members, | should have made that announcement earlier touching and concerning the

absence from the House of Senator Ron Redhead. He is actually on his way to St. Kitts
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to take part in a, | think it's a workshop, | believe. It is a combination of
Parliamentarians and Members of the Judiciary, having to do with the Constitution.
Clerk, I think that’s correct? In fact, | should have gone to that meeting but because of
the Session | had to bow out. So, his absence is as a result of representing our
Parliament, at the level of the Senate, in this regional meeting that is taking place in St.
Kitts.

Now, just a few words, in terms of my own takeaway and my own observations at
this Sitting, which we have had. 1, again, want to compliment all of the Senators. |
thought that the Debate went up a few notches from the brief responses | have had from
the Public. | mean, last night after the Parliament, | stopped off at Blue Danube and
another Parliament was convening there, and there were lots of very positive comments
on the contributions made by all of the Senators. In fact, while we were there, Senator
Kerryne James was on the News, so you made the News; that didn’t happen for the last
two years, (applause) so you made the news, and that is really a very good sign. We
are raising our standards, that’s a very good sign.

Now, | have a few takeaways and | know time is tight. There are five (5) things |
observe coming out of the Debate that | want to bring to the attention, particularly on the
Government Side. | want to want to touch, first and foremost, interestingly, everyone
has raised it. This question of labour productivity is an important question that we must
confront. The Caribbean is falling behind the rest of the Region; in fact, you may be
shocked to know that in and about 1960, Trinidad and Tobago had a per Capita greater
than that of Singapore. They had a more diversified economy. Their GDP was larger
than that of Singapore. The Caribbean is losing its competitiveness and it's a serious
problem for us, because, you see therein lies job security, therein lies job security. So,
it's an important question; and Senator Stiell, | have always maintained that the issue of
labour productivity, while it must involve the worker and it must involve the Unions, but
the people with the primary responsibility for this are the employers. And, all you have
to do is to walk into two (2) workplaces anywhere within the Labour Market here; and
we have a person from the Private Sector, who runs a very effective business, where

without letting out his business, the profit sharing paid is fairly significant. | wouldn’t say
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it is a result of a Contract that | signed with them many years ago, but that’s a different
point. But, walk into his business and walk into any State business and immediately
you see the difference.

The level of absenteeism and the level of registered absenteeism, in other words,
people report to work, but during the day you can'’t find them; that does not exist in
Senator De Allie’s Enterprise, and this is not an attack on the worker. | am not attacking
the worker. | am making a point of how important, on the question of productivity, is
management. So, while the worker has to pull up his socks, but unless the worker is
managed to do so, it won’t happen.

Then, we are straddled with what | would describe, as systemic backwardness in
our Systems. Why must it take you close to five (5) hours to validate your driver’s
licence? Why must | drive all the way to Dusty Highway to get my vehicle inspected
and then have to drive all the way up to the Carenage against all that traffic, not being
able to find a place to park and then spend another two (2) hours in the line to validate
my licence, after what | will call a casuistry inspection, because the vehicles are not
really significantly inspected for operational integrity. And, | hate to say it, but | will,
because that’s just the person | am. | am not the only one that has made this
observation, that those inspections are primarily really a source of revenue. | mean, just
the other day we had a serious accident in which a commuter vehicle went overboard,
again, no thorough inspection, no systematic way of doing things and doing it correctly.
Why can’t there be a One Stop Shop. So, you go down to the South to have your
vehicle inspected, you pull out your credit card or your debit card and you pay there one
time, finito. Why can’t we upgrade the service for this to happen? Why don’t we have a
kiosk where we can walk into the Mall and pay our property taxes? | think it was
Senator Lewis, who was making the point; you know, if we have this System, a lot of
people are paying their family property taxes from abroad. They ought be able to do
this online and that is what affects our productivity, because we have these old systems.
You still have to go into the Government Treasury where they are writing up bills and in

some Private Sector places too, Senator.
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There is a particular Hardware in Town, believe you me | could go and purchase
one screw and they have people employed to be able to sell you one screw and when
they sell you that one screw they have to write it on a bit of paper. The question of
productivity is a strategic question, which we must address and employers must turn to
it.

Unfortunately, my tablet has died, so | am not able to follow the points. But, |
want to spend just a brief moment on the issue of the investments we are making in
Agriculture through addressing capital issues of the rehabilitation of Farm Roads. We
have spent millions of dollars. It is created work, no doubt. It has helped in the
circulation of money in the economy, because these are loans, foreign currencies come
in, but | do not think we have had a concomitant return, in respect of really revitalising
Agriculture. And, what has really happened to us, with this enormous expenditure of
borrowed money is that we are contributing, because again of a lack of integrated
Policy; what has happened, when you open these roads, you're not really reviving
Agriculture, what you are doing is expanding Real Estate.

Because we don’t have a proper Land Use Policy, a lot of these lands and
because a lot of the Farmers are aged, a lot of these lands now are going up into
housing; so, you see, and there are classic places for this, the places are in the South.
If you go through Hope Vale, you see first class roads there, through the Feeder Roads
and Agricultural resuscitation roads going there, but there isn't much Agriculture
happening. What you see slowly happening is that the farmers are selling the lands in
housing lots and lots are going up. So, you are not getting the; in other words it's not
doing for the economy what it was set out to do, and, therefore, it requires a more
integrated approach in dealing with this issue. So, you’re putting down the farm roads,
but you must have proper Land Use Policies. | know it is a difficult political question to
tackle, because we are not a people easily amenable to social order and discipline.

The other matter | want to attend to is the question of Law and Order in the
respect of sexual offences. And, | really want to complement the Ministry of Legal
Affairs and Social Services for the new thrust. They have been slow on the draw. Ariel

Bolah was murdered a few years ago. Her murderer has since been convicted. But,
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since that murder to now, we still do not have a Sexual Offenders’ Register. Since that
murder to now, a murder, which shocked this Nation’s conscience, we still have not had
in place a Sex Offenders’ Register, to the extent that, and | want people to understand,
because | know that the Legal Fraternity is a closed Fraternity. | come from a Trade
Union background and | know what solidarity is. But, | can’t understand how an adult
can sexually assault, not a child, a child is a wide definition, an infant and escape a
penal sentence. And, what surprises me more is that our population, while people
speak about it, but they have not sufficiently expressed their outrage that is necessary.

| have to be careful in threading these waters here, because | am part of the
Legislature and | have to respect the other Branch. But | have listened to what | would
described almost, as the personal assault on the Attorney-General by certain unnamed
Attorneys, when the Attorney-General was attempting to explain the new measures that
are being contemplated to address this question of sexual violence against children. |
am not surprised, because | understand the dynamics of how these things unfold. The
voices of the few at the Criminal Bar were loud. On the programme that | listened to,
they were offensive to the Attorney-General. Not a single voice was raised by any one
of these goodly persons, when the assault happened on the infant.

| want to use this opportunity here and now and my position to appeal to the
Ministry of Legal Affairs, to go speedily forward with those amendments. Let them
challenge it in the Constitutional Court. Happy am | that the sentences now fit the
crime. The pendulum of justice have swung too much in favour of the criminal. Those
of us who are victimised by crime get little justice. How does a man, who commits a
sexual offence on a five (5) year old infant walks free with a fine of fifteen hundred
dollars ($1,500.00)?

And, that’s not only the case. In that very same period that that has happened, |
saw a Defense Attorney celebrating, celebrating the return of a not guilty verdict on an
individual, who held a position of trust, as an Acting Headmaster, trust, when an
allegation of sexual assault occurred against a seven (7) year old child. And, it took

almost seven (7) years before that case could come to Court; and here was the
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Attorney celebrating. What victory is there? What manner of people have we become?
And, this burns me. It burns me, deeply. | feel it; so that’s on the sexual assault.

As | always tell people, you know, during the Colonial period, justice was certain
and swift. You were found guilty of rape, you were flogged with the cat o’ nine. In my
day growing up, | knew of one murder, a guy called Hatten, who was hung. | know of
one murder now. Now, it's an everyday occurrence. You step on a guy’s sneakers and
he murders you; so | am in full support of the measures that are taken now to address
this scourge of sexual offences that have beset our society.

Senators, one final matter and that is, and | am coming back to it, because it’s an
old proposal that | made. | think we need to re-establish the Fisheries School, under
TAMCC, of course, but with the Cubans’ help, because that is how it was done before.
The Cubans in our Cooperation Exchange; in fact that Fisheries school was set up; well,
there were actually two (2) schools. There was a Centre down in True Blue, where we
were doing the Smoked Fish and we were salting the fish and so on, and then there
was a Centre in St. Mark, | think, in one of the former Great Houses, there was a
Fisheries School. And, the Cubans introduced for us Long Line Methodology and since
then the Fishing Industry has changed.

There are lots of new techniques now. It can make a serious dent in
unemployment, especially among the Youth. A Fisheries School where you would be
trained in navigational issues; as an adjunct to that you can do Boat Building. |
remember when a delegation from Petite Martinique was put together and sent to
Maine, in the United States. | never could forget that. They were sent to Maine, in the
United States, to be trained in the art of building Fiberglass boats; and | think, today,
that Art and Craft may be very much still alive in Petite Martinique, and it was linked to
the Fishing Industry, because there is a lot of good business opportunities in that
Fishing. | want to suggest that is something that should be pursued, something that
could be integrated into the IMANI Programme, integrated into the Small Business
Programme, because you can help these trainees to acquire boats, and once they
develop that skill; I mean the market for the export of fish is really expansive, so | think

that is something that should be really taken on board, as part of our developmental
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thrust and, as part of sort of reconfiguring the IMANI Programme, because you would
not be training forever. And from training you can be self-employed in a fairly lucrative
Industry that can generate money and that has an impact on the rural communities. So,
| want to make those suggestions; that's my take from the Budget Debate.

| want to use this opportunity to thank all the Senators and to, in the traditions of
the society and the Country, there is a particularly important season, Christmas, coming
up. | want you to use the occasion; | like Christmas and people are surprised by that. |
like its philosophical thrust. The whole question of giving and sharing, of empathy, of
family. | like that Senator Garraway, and many great Religions have Festivals similar to
these, whether it's the Festival of EID, or whether it'’s the Festival of Lights, or whatever,
all great Religions have that. | can’t remember what they do in Haiti now, but they have
a Festival, a symbolic thing similar to what we have, as Christmas.

So, | want to use the opportunity to wish all of you and your families all the best.
| want to thank the Police Officers, again. | did that yesterday. You all are really doing
a fantastic job in providing security for the Country. Clerk and Staff, you know where |
stand on the matter, but | want to take the opportunity to wish everyone all the best for
the Season, a happy and prosperous New Year, health and wellness to all and | thank
you.

Honourable Members, this Session now stands adjourned sine die.

(Sound of gavel)

The Senate adjourned sine die at 12:42 p.m.
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