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Prayers
Motions

The Sitting commenced at 9:00 a.m.

Mr. Speaker: Good morning, Honourable Members. Let us pray.

(House Prayer was said)

Mr. Speaker: Please join me, as we say together, the Lord’s Prayer.

(The Lord’s Prayer was said)

Mr. Speaker: Pray be seated. Honourable Members, | welcome you to the Joint
Sitting of the Senate and House of Representatives. At this time, we are ready to move

to the next Item on the Agenda.

Clerk: Pursuant to Standing Order No. 12 of the House of Representatives and
Standing Order No. 10 of the Senate, this Special Joint Sitting has been summoned to
celebrate the life of the late Honourable Elvin Nimrod, former Deputy Prime Minister and

Parliamentarian, who passed away on February 6, 2021.

Ag. Clerk Assistant: Item 3 - Motions.

Mr. Speaker: Honourable Prime Minister.

Dr. the Rt. Hon. Keith Mitchell: Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, Honourable
Members. Mr. Speaker, | rise to move the following Motion standing in my name:

WHEREAS Elvin Nimrod died on the 6™ of February, 2021;

AND WHEREAS Honourable Elvin Nimrod was an outstanding gatekeeper of the
public interest, especially so to the Constituents of Carriacou and Petite Martinique;
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AND WHEREAS the Honourable Elvin Nimrod served the State of Grenada, as
Prime Minister, in the absence of the Prime Minister, on various occasions, exercising
good judgment and demonstrating always a well-formed disposition to act with integrity;

AND WHEREAS Honourable Elvin Nimrod was a paragon of virtue whose
contributions in the field of Foreign Relations have advanced the interest of the State of
Grenada;

AND WHEREAS the Members of the Senate and of the House of
Representatives assembled at this Special Sitting of Both Houses of Parliament, are
desirous of honouring and paying their respects to the said Elvin Nimrod for his
esteemed Public Service, for nurturing the highest principles and practices while in the
Service of Parliament;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT this Special Joint Sitting of the
Houses of Parliament held at Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s, this 16" day of February,
2021, hereby recognise the substantial contributions made by Honourable Elvin Nimrod,
as a resolute Parliamentarian and an exemplar of erudite principles acknowledged
throughout the Region;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Special Joint Sitting of the Houses
of Parliament of Grenada express profound sympathy to the family, relatives and friends
of Honourable Elvin Nimrod, and honour him for his humbled and distinguished service

to the People, Government and Parliament of Grenada.
Mr. President: Senator the Honourable Simon Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | rise to associate the

Senate with the sentiments of the Motion read by the Prime Minister.

Mr. President: Senator the Honourable Christopher De Allie.
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Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Mr. President, | beg to second the Motion.
Mr. Speaker: Honourable Prime Minister.

Dr. the Rt. Hon. Keith Mitchell: Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, out of respect to
the distinguished service of Elvin Nimrod to the people of Carriacou and Petite
Martinique, | deemed it prudent to have the first tribute for this Joint Sitting of this
Honourable Houses of Parliament be done by the present Representative for Carriacou
and Petite Martinique.

But, before | do this, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, let me also take this opportunity
to express my deepest sympathy to the Honourable Leader of the Opposition on the
passing of his mother, whom | have heard will be in fact, buried tomorrow.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | yield to the present Parliamentary Representative

for Carriacou and Petite Martinique.
Mr. Speaker: Honourable Representative for Carriacou and Petite Martinique.

Hon. Kindra Maturine-Stewart: Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, Honourable
Members of this House, | rise this morning to proudly pay tribute to my mentor, my
political father, my predecessor, my friend, my ‘cacabawee’ brother, the Honourable
Elvin G. Nimrod, a blessed memory.

The Honourable Elvin G. Nimrod left us for his heavenly home on the morning of
6" February, 2021, the 78" year of his birth.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, this is indeed, a very sad time for me and one of the
saddest times in our history, as we, especially the people of Carriacou and Petite
Martinique mourn the passing of a stalwart, a son of the soil, a brother, a true friend, a

true patriot, a loving Kayak.
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It is extremely difficult for me, Mr President, Mr. Speaker, to sum up in this short
tribute, or even in a long eloquent one, the Honourable Elvin Nimrod’s contribution and
his impact and his love for his beloved Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Martinique.

| know that there are people who knew him longer, and therefore, there are also
people who may have known him even better than | do. But | can say, Mr President,
Mr. Speaker, that | am proud and honoured to have known this goodly gentleman, my
real ‘cacabawee’ brother.

Mr. President, Mr Speaker, the Honourable Elvin Nimrod, as he told me, entered
into politics, because he felt the need and that deep rooted desire to enhance and to
improve the lives of the people of Carriacou and Petite Martinique. For him, it was not
about money, nor the glitz or the glamour, for | have come to realise that there’s nothing
like this in this thing called politics. For him therefore, it was about sheer service and
sacrifice, finding a way to give back, a way to give back to the people of Carriacou and
Petite Martinique in a meaningful way, the Land of his birth, to his country and to his
people.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | therefore pay tribute today, to Honourable Elvin
Nimrod, because of his unwavering and selfless commitment to the people of the twin
Island Constituency of Carriacou and Petite Martinique, for nineteen (19) unbroken
years.

| honour, Honourable Elvin Nimrod today for his patriotism to the State of
Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Martinique. | praise Honourable Elvin Nimrod today, for
his humanity and humility to his fellow human beings in this country, in the region and in
the world, as a whole.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, during the time our brother spent on earth, he
followed faithful, the words of his School Song, his Alma Mater, the Grenada Boys
Secondary School, and | quote, from the second stanza: “To be in the van is not all,
for each has to play his role. The team wins the match at football, though one

man must kick the goal.”
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Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, my brother, Brother Nimrod, was an excellent team
player who placed the love for the people above any form of individualistic or narrow
political interests. He was truly an objective person, truthful, sincere, committed and
charismatic. The women of Carriacou and Petite Martinique fell in love instantly, with
our dear brother. Our country, has, indeed, lost a rear gem.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, Honourable Elvin Nimrod was a true Christian, a
devoted member of the Anglican faith, who followed strictly the instructions of our
Blessed Lord, as spelt out by the prophet Micah, and | quote: “What does the Lord
require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your
God,” verse 8 of the 6™ chapter. Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, Honourable Nimrod did all
of the above.

It is no secret therefore, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, that Brother Nimrod gave
all, literally all, to the people of Carriacou and Petite Martinique, for which he was deeply
respected and loved by many. He once said that he was prepared to die for the people
of Carriacou and Petite Martinique, and we believe and we continue to believe that he
would have done just that. Throughout his tenure, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, Minister
Nimrod ensured that the people of Carriacou and Petite Martinique received our fair
share of the National Pie, as he would say. He fought with vigour and passion for us,
and literally made us felt as legitimate children of the State of Grenada, rather than
outside children, as we sometimes felt. He gave us, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, that
sense of belonging, that identity that was lacking for some time. He gave us hope and
he made us believe in ourselves, especially our young people. He has inspired so
many, including myself, to go further, to excel and to give back to our respective
communities and our country.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, his many good deeds were never really publicised.
However, there are countless recipients of his quiet generosity and his compassion.
Many can attest to how his personal intervention in their lives helped to ease their

troubled minds. The struggles, the hopes, the challenges of the people of the
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Constituency of Carriacou and Petite Martinique became his, and he carried this weight,
he carried this with grace and with poise.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. President, when parents from Petite Martinique were finding it
difficult to send their children to Secondary School, because of the added expenses of a
Boarding House, or monthly Board fees, Brother Nimrod introduced the Free School
Boat for all school children of Petite Martinique that were going to Secondary School
and TAMCC in Carriacou and Petite Martinique. Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, this was a
game changer for the people of Petite Martinique, and the result what we saw, we saw
a turnaround, a marked difference in the number of dropouts that were being
experienced by the children out of Petite Martinique.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, imagine that, as of late, 1997, the people of Petite
Martinique was without Police Security. There was no Police Station in Petite
Martinique, an important thing such as a Police Station. It took Brother Nimrod and the
New National Party to bring security to the people of Petite Martinique. He did so, Mr.
President, Mr. Speaker, facing the stiffest of opposition. There were many days of
unrests and demonstrations, led by the operatives of the NDC. And, Mr. President and
Mr. Speaker, amid all the chaos and confusion, Brother Nimrod stood up and he
demonstrated strength and courage. He stood up against the enemies of progress and
delivered Police Security to the people of Petite Martinique in 1997. It is the same
Police Security, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, that is now leading the fight, protecting our
borders in Petite Martinique, as continue to keep our borders safe, as we fight the
COVID-19 pandemic. (Applause)

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, as late as 1997, there was no designated site in
Petite Martinique for garbage disposal. There was nothing in place to collect the
garbage produced by households and by businesses on the Island. This was a disaster
that was waiting to happen.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, the people of Petite Martinique was disposing their

garbage in gullies, around the Island. The garbage was finding its way in the sea. The
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garbage, eventually, became a threat to the land and the sea. And, you know, Mr.
President, Mr. Speaker, the sea is the main source of livelihood for the people of Petite
Martinique. It was again, Mr. Speaker, Mr. President, the Honourable Elvin Nimrod,
who recognised the problem and put structures in place, re garbage disposal and
collection for the people of Petite Martinique.

The garbage from Petite Martinique is now transported to the Landfill in
Carriacou. But, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, this brilliant idea again, encountered
opposition from the enemies of progress. They were saying to Brother Nimrod: “Well, if
Petite Martinique garbage could come to Carriacou, then Carriacou’s garbage
should go to Grenada.” (Laughter) But strong and resolute fights of Brother Nimrod,
he stood his ground, and today, Petite Martinique is one of the cleanest communities in
the State of Grenada. (Applause)

Further, Mr. President, the people of Petite Martinique now have access to clean,
portable water in their homes, their businesses and their farms. Mr. Nimrod, as a result
of the installation of the Desalination Plant on the Island of Petite Martinique, which fully
connects all of Petite Martinique with running water, is solely responsible for this
advancement.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | am sure you now understand why we, the People
of Carriacou and Petite Martinique say that Minister Nimrod was a true Champion. He
was a warrior. He was a fighter.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Nimrod was also responsible for the
establishment of the Ministry of Carriacou and Petite Martinique and Local Government,
a Ministry solely dedicated to serve and advance the interests of the people of
Carriacou and Petite Martinique.

The Ministry gave us, we, the People of Carriacou and Petite Martinique, a
greater say, a greater involvement and participation in the handling of our own affairs,
and this we will continue to guard, very jealously. Carriacou and Petite Martinique, Mr.

President, Mr. Speaker, is the only constituency in the State of Grenada that has a
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Ministry of the Constituency. Minister Nimrod made it, quite clear, that Carriacou and
Petite Martinique must not and cannot be treated, as just another constituency, as on
Mainland, Grenada, and he ensured that, through the establishment of the Ministry of
Carriacou and Petite Martinique Affairs. This Ministry, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, has
brought and continues to bring various services, various programmes, various projects
and policies, all geared towards the uplifting and improving the lives of the people of
Carriacou and Petite Martinique.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | used to look forward personally, to Minister
Nimrod’s Budget Presentation every year, and to witness the pride and the excitement
that beamed on his face during his presentation, especially when he spoke of the many
lengths and feet of roads, bridges that was being constructed throughout the length and
breadth of Carriacou and Petite Martinique. As a result therefore, Mr. President, Mr
Speaker, we, in Carriacou and Petite Martinigue can now boast proudly, of having one
of the best road networks in the State of Grenada at present, and | make no apologies
for that, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker. (Applause)

Mr President, Mr. Speaker, he also built schools, notably, the Hillsborough
Government School. He built Health Centres, he built Community Centres, he built
Resource Centres, he built a Market, he built a Home for the Aged. He brought new
Government vehicles to Carriacou and Petite Martinique. And some of you may think
that is a small thing, but, to us, that was a big thing, because what we were used to,
then, was the reject that the other Ministries in Grenada did not want. (Laughter) But,
Minister Nimrod stood up and was it was the first time we saw new, brand new, with the
plastic on the seats, coming to Carriacou and Petite Martinique. (Laughter) Mr.
President, Mr. Speaker, he was responsible for the construction of the Lauriston Mini-
Stadium, the first of its kind in Carriacou, where our young people usually engage in
many different Sporting Competitions and other activities.

Of all those, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, that which really stands out to me the

most is what | would call the Education Revolution Minister Nimrod started in Carriacou
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and Petite Martinique. Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, it was under the stewardship of Mr.
Nimrod, and of course, the New National Party that poor people children in Carriacou
and Petite Martinique got scholarships and many opportunities to study abroad,
especially in Cuba. It was under Minister Nimrod that young people in Carriacou and
Petite Martinique got an opportunity to study at tertiary institutions, around the world. It
was under Minister Nimrod that young people realised the true power of education.

And, you know, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, Minister Nimrod knew exactly what
he was doing, because if you look around in Carriacou, today, what you would see is
the many engineers, the many architects, the many teachers, principals, public
servants, who went abroad and study, and they are now contributing immensely, to our
development, in various leadership and other capacities.

He was, undoubtedly, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, a man of great vision and |
know that Fidel Castro would be pleased, he would be happy to see how the assistance
that he rendered to Grenada, how that benefitted a small community, small Islands, as
Carriacou and Petite Martinique.

Minister Nimrod, therefore, Mr President, Mr Speaker, believed in the people of
Carriacou and Petite Martinique. He believed that we could have looked after our own
affairs, and therefore he invested, of course, through the Government, in the
development of the human resources of our Islands. He made it his duty to ensure that
the people were adequately and sufficiently exposed to higher learning and training,
which, in my view, is now responsible for the growth and development that we are now
seeing in Carriacou and Petite Martinique, over the last few years.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | can also speak of the Chinese Low Income homes
at Dumfries in Carriacou. And, | have been advised that originally, seventy (70) units
were earmarked for Carriacou, only seventy (70), because it was felt that there was not
a greater need for houses for the people of Carriacou and Petite Martinique. However,
Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, Minister Nimrod further negotiated with the donors and he

was able to secure, not seventy (70), but one hundred (100) units, earmarked for the
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people of Carriacou and Petite Martinique, which is due to be completed very soon.
And, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, if you give me the opportunity, | can go on and on and
on, for the morning, but I would not.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, we are often reminded that action speaks the truth
that is deep within our hearts. The Honourable Elvin Nimrod has, for decades, spoken
a language of love through his actions, with honour and with dignity. He fulfilled his
mission and commitment to the people of Carriacou and Petite Martinique.

The Poet, Helen Keller, wrote and | quote: “The best and the most beautiful
things in the world cannot be seen or even touched. They must be felt with the
heart.”

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, the people from the Constituency of Carriacou and
Petite Martinique felt the love of our dear Brother, and when | say, we felt it, we really
did feel it.

The question is, therefore, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, how do we honour a man
like the Honourable Elvin G. Nimrod? How do we honour a national treasure, an icon, a
titan? We, in Carriacou and Petite Martinique owe a depth of gratitude to the
Honourable Nimrod, and we will as a Government and as a people, honour his life and
work in the most fitting ways, in the coming days and months.

Finally, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, Sir, | believe that it was William Shakespeare
who wrote, in the Merchant of Venice, and | am paraphrasing here, that the world is a
stage where every man must play a part. Well, our brother, Elvin G. Nimrod, has played
his part. He played the role of son, father, husband, brother, friend, teacher, lawyer,
politician and citizen, and in each of these roles, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, he would
have done very well. |, personally, thank him for his support, his guidance, his
stewardship, and of course, for setting that foundation for my political success, thus far.

Mr. Nimrod has left an indelible mark in our hearts and his name will be

remembered and be called in the nation for many generations to come. | express my
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deepest sympathy to his wife, his children, his siblings, family members, and of course,
to all the people of Carriacou and Petite Martinique on his passing.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, like you, | do pray that he has found the eternal life
with God that he so richly deserves. May the soul of our Brother, Elvin G. Nimrod rest
in perfect peace and rise in glory on that resurrection day. | thank you, Mr. President,

Mr. Speaker. (Applause)

Mr. Speaker: | now invite the Honourable Leader of the Opposition to make his
tribute.

Hon. Tobias Clement: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, Mr. President, |
too rise to pay tribute to our Brother, the late Elvin G. Nimrod. But before | continue, Mr.
Speaker, let me express my deepest and sincere gratitude to my fellow colleagues and
Members, who have expressed to me, the sympathies on the passing of my mother.
And | can tell you today that she will not be buried tomorrow, but she will be buried on
the 26" of February, at Petite Martinique, and | think we are going to celebrate her life
then.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | sat here and you know just to change the scope of
things, and sometimes we give praise to people after they pass on. | got to know
Brother Nimrod in the early 90’s, 1993, and as the Member for Carriacou and Petite
Martinique delivered, | was saying this is a hard act to follow, because she mentioned
almost everything. But as | sat there, | was saying | am sitting in this chair today,
because Elvin G. Nimrod contributed to my sitting there. And the reason why | said
that, Mr. Speaker, as a young activist in 1993, ’94, '95, ‘96, we found ourselves on
different sides of the aisle.

In his debut in politics, he was not a supporter of the NNP. As a matter of fact he
was the one that promoted an independent candidacy in Carriacou. You might have
heard about the ‘Wheel.” And, so he was the ‘Wheel’, but as | have said | am standing

here today, because | believe that the leadership of the New National Party, myself,
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Brother Williams, that is Danny Williams, Grace Duncan, Mark Isaac, we all made
overtures to Brother Nimrod to come on board; that was in 1994/°95, and he adamantly
said: “no”, that he would not come. And so, | am thinking that if he came, | would not
even venture to be in politics, because at the time, | was probably so small and so
scared.

But he promoted a vision for Carriacou that is still lasting today, in that he said to
me in our discussion then, as a youth, that imagine two (2) Prime Ministers came from
Carriacou, H.A. Blaize and Nickolas Brathwaite and he cannot understand why
Carriacou is not getting its fair share, and that was his mantra, the fair share for
Carriacou and Petite Martinique.

And not only fair share, he developed also, the mantra for Local Government and
that was Elvin G. Nimrod, in getting more for the people of Carriacou and Petite
Martinique and within the Government, you could always hear that he wanted more for
Carriacou and Petite Martinique. You cannot put on a programme in any Ministry,
where he did not ask for a little more. If you gave Carriacou ten (10), he wanted fifteen
(15). If you gave one hundred (100), he wanted one hundred and fifty (150), so he
advocated Carriacou and Petite Martinique getting their fair share.

But, | love to go back a little bit, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, to the 1995 Election,
and when, even going down to the wire, we were trying to get him to join the NNP, he
would not. Then the Leadership of the NNP, Dr. Mitchell called me and said: “Tobias,
you would have to run, because Elvin G. Nimrod is not going to take up that mantle.”
And | said to Brother Nimrod: “It is difficult for me, but if | have to run against you, | will
run against you.” (Laughter)

So, in 1995, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | went up. It was Elvin Nimrod, Joan
Purcell, Michael Caesar, Winston Fleary, (laughter) myself and Lyle Bullen, on a stage,
in Hillsborough Government School. And | am there, as the young one and we really,

really bat it out then, and when | was finished he said: “Toby, you know you surprised
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me, you could hold your own.” | said: “Well, when | am standing with the NNP, |
will hold my own.”

And, it so happened the Election came and he said to me: “You don’t worry
about me, because where | am, | will be the linchpin.” And, | am wondering, what
he meant by the linchpin. He said: “NNP gets seven (7), NDC gets seven (7) and |
am in Carriacou. Then, | will be the Prime Minister.” (Laughter) He said to me:
“That is what linchpin really means.” And do you know, he came really, really close.
Maybe, | think separating in 1995, it was about nineteen (19) votes, and then | said to
him: “You see, if you had joined with NNP, you would have won.” But, then |
looked at him and | said: “l believe you can negotiate, because there is always
room in the House for you.” And | know negotiation was taking place behind the
scenes.

There is another joke, again. | think he was sworn in on April 1%, 1996, and
Winston Fleary was with a hoe, in the Market and was saying: “This is our April
Fool’s Day.” (Laughter) So, this is where it went. But, | do believe, in his time, he
taught me a lot, in terms of lessons, and he said to me: “Tobias, in my serving,
nothing comes from it, but the service that you give to people. When all is said
and done, what you leave is lasting memories.”

| reconnected with him again, in 2006, when he was in Foreign Affairs, at the
time, and he said to me: “Tobias, whenever you get to go to China, the wine of
choice is ‘Dynasty’. Make sure, make sure, if you bring me back anything from
China, bring me back a bottle of ‘Dynasty’.”

But then, at the end of his day, he said to me, he had served and he was proud
of his service to the people of Carriacou and Petite Martinique, especially that of
Grenada. And he said: “What | will like to do now is go to my house and the sea is
just out there, to throw a line to fish.” | do not know how much of this materialised,
but | can say today, | do believe, in his service to the people of Carriacou and Petite

18



Special Joint Sitting of the Senate & House of Representatives
Held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George
On Tuesday, 16" February, 2021
To Celebrate the Life of the Late Elvin Nimrod, Former Deputy Prime Minister and Parliamentarian

Motions

Martinique and Grenada, he served with honour, he served with humility and | do
believe he was satisfied at the end of the day, that he gave it his all.

So, | stand here, in the footsteps of my ‘cacabawee’ friend, that he stood for
what he believed in, even though, when it seems, as if there was no hope in it, because,
as | told him, there is no hope in an independent candidate, but he stood his ground.
And so, as | stand here and reminisce of the times that we had together, | say: “Fly on,
my good friend. Fly on, my ‘cacabawee’ friend. May we meet again, on the other
side in Heaven someday.” Thank you, Mr. President. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

(Applause)

Mr. Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Leader of the Opposition. Honourable
Members, let me say that | would have to make the contributions shorter, so you have

just four (4) minutes to make your tribute, so that we can complete on time.

Mr. President: Honourable Members of the Senate, the Presiding Officers are
not normally part of the debate process, but we have certain privileges, and | would
wish to use one (1) minute of that privilege to say a few words, in respect of the
Honourable Elvin Nimrod.

Honourable and the most Distinguished Prime Minister, Dr. Keith Mitchell, Leader
of Government’s Business, Senator Simon Stiell, Deputy President, Senator Chris De
Allie, Honourable Members of both Houses, | would be very brief.

This morning is one of the few moments, in a life of almost thirty (30) years in the
Parliament that | can say that | have been profoundly moved. The Honourable Kindra
Maturine-Stewart, when she spoke, she gave a very succinct, but very detailed
trajectory of the life of a profound and unique Grenadian individual.

| just want to share a brief moment in my walk, along his life’s journey. | have not
known him well at all, during the many years, but | got to know him when he became

and held the portfolio of Minister for Labour in 2013. At that time, | held the position of
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General-Secretary of the Caribbean Congress of Labour, as well, and we worked very
closely, together.

| remember that very noteworthy and famous meeting of Labour Ministers, when
we, at the level of the Caribbean Congress of Labour were able to get back on board
within the Heads of Government setting, and it was the second Labour Minister's
Meeting, and we both met in Nassau. And | discovered a Grenadian Patriot, who had
never divorced himself from working people.

When the matters on the Agenda were to be discussed, and this is the Minister
who acts as Prime Minister, | heard this knock on my door and when | answered, it was
the Honourable Elvin Nimrod, who said to me, and once somebody calls me ‘Ches’, |
know that it's business, but in a very gentle and touching way. And, he said: “Ches, |
want to discuss the agenda items the Ministers are going to be discussing,
because | want your input in it.”

And | was really moved by that and | gave him the programmatic platform of the
CCL and he, singlehandedly, carried that platform, in the meeting amongst his
Ministers, and we got quite a number of significant things done, including the
undertaking to set up a Labour Desk at the CARICOM Secretariat.

Many may not know it, but in May of 2013, when May Day activities were held in
St. David, at La Sagesse, a matter that we had struggled with for years, Nimrod, in
addressing the crowd said: “l wish to announce and it is my pleasure to announce
that the Cabinet to which | belong has taken the decision that from here on forth,
all workers who are retrenched and are to receive severance pay arising from
retrenchment, no Income Taxes shall be applied to that payment.” And | was
deeply moved by this, because this was something that the Labour Movement had been
struggling with for the better part of twenty-five (25) to thirty (30) years. And without a
placard, without a sitting, without a sit-down, without keeping silent, the workers of this
country received one of the most profound benefits that we had been seeking for many
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years. | bring this to the record, because as | said before, Elvin Nimrod never departed
from the roots of the working people from which he came.

May his memory be forever cherished and a rightful and fitting place be found to
sustain recognition of his contribution to the people, first and foremost of Carriacou and
Petite Martinique, but also to the people of Grenada. Honourable Members of both
Houses, | thank you for your indulgence. (Applause) Senator the Honourable Simon
Stiell.

Sen. the Hon. Simon Stiell: Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. President, Mr.
Speaker, | would like to open by extending my condolences to the Leader of the
Opposition on the passing of his mother and extending those sympathies to you and
your family.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, this is truly a fitting tribute to our colleague and our
friend, who served Grenada and, in particular, Carriacou and Petite Martinique,
selflessly and with such distinction.

When | look around this Chamber, his influence, his fingerprints are over many of
us here. Many of us here would not be here, if it was not for him. But, | will let others
speak of their experiences, | will speak of mine. But | cannot speak of my relationship
with Elvin Nimrod without speaking about my father, Kervin Stiell and his relationship
with Elvin Nimrod, and it follows on from the tribute given by the Opposition Leader.
And | had the opportunity to speak to Elvin before he passed. | had the opportunity to
thank him for his support and the opportunity he gave me to contribute to the
development of this country and our Party. And it is that last conversation, or one of our
last conversations | wish to share with this Chamber, and as | said, it dovetails in with
the comments from the Leader of the Opposition.

In thanking Elvin Nimrod, he shared with me a story that my father did not even
share with me, and spoke of the depth of gratitude he had to my father, in terms of

influencing the political path that he took, and their stories dates back to school boys in
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Carriacou. My father is three (3) years older than Elvin, and | had the privilege, the
thirty (30) years | knew Elvin, to share some of those conversations, in my parents
backyard. Elvin always requested my father to make him a Fish Broth. My father
makes one of the best Fish Broths, | think anybody would ever eat, and it was the
amount of conversations we have had around that pot in my parents’ home, in
Hillsborough.

But their story goes back to their childhood. They returned to Carriacou around
the same time. My parents returned in 1992, Elvin, shortly after that, and they would
share conversations. My father and Elvin had a similar vision for the development of
Carriacou and Petite Martinique.

The Member for Carriacou and Petite Martinique, eloquently, ran through, and |
won’t repeat it, where Carriacou was back at that time, unrecognisable to the Carriacou
we have now.

Carriacou had the reputation of having the worst roads in the entire Caribbean,
the state of our hospitals, clinics, schools, lack of opportunities for our young men and
women. This drive within him for Carriacou ‘to get its fair share’; that statement rings
with me and all of us, those that served in Cabinet, that served in the field with him and
what drove him.

My father met Elvin at Scrapers Bar Restaurant in Harvey Vale, in 1994. Elvin
was soliciting support. He was running as an independent, for the Elections which took
place in 1995, and was soliciting my father’s support. And this conversation about the
shared vision and understanding where they were, where Carriacou was at that time,
where Petite Martinique was at that time and knowing it could do so much better.

But that conversation did not only lead to my father’s support, a vote for him, as
an independent candidate, the ‘Wheel’. | think | even have a T-Shirt, a yellow T-Shirt
with the ‘Wheel’ on it. | think I still have one at home. But what he got from my father?
My father then served as his Campaign Manager in that 1995 Elections. My parents

committed and a long list of those that served alongside him in that 1995 Election, and
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the stories that I've heard from that. Of all the elections that he fought, | think that was,
probably, the sweetest for him, despite the fact that he lost, and the number | have in
my head is thirteen (13) votes that he lost by.

This isn’t the story. This isn’t the story | want to share that | knew of. What he
shared with me, one of our last conversations was that he was under intense pressure.
He knew of his convictions. He was being quoted by the NDC. He was being quoted
by the New National Party (NNP), but he was popular and he wanted to stand by his
convictions.

This was in 95, just before the Election, a contingent, Kent Joseph, Joan Purcell
and Dr. Francis Alexis came to Carriacou, met with him and my father in the downstairs
of his home, in Hillsborough, and they were trying to convince him that he must run on
the NDC ticket. They wanted him. And they demanded that he make a decision, there
and then. Elvin admits to feeling that pressure. He wanted to serve Carriacou and
Petite Martinique more than anything, and he knew if he went on the NDC’s ticket, who
was the incumbent in office, at that time, he would have been assured victory.

My father saw that pressure and this is a story, not from my father, but from
Elvin. My father intervened and just said: “Hold it.” His words were along the lines:
“You’re asking a man to do a U-turn on a busy Motorway. He cannot give you an
answer at this time.” That gave Elvin sufficient time to pause, to think, and he did not
give them an answer.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, what evolved from that is now in our history books.
He did run as an independent, but he was having conversations with all. He saw the
bigger picture. He saw where the future, if he was to win, as an independent, what
good will he serve without the resources? He saw the vision of the New National Party
(NNP) even though he ran as an independent and those conversations were taking
place in the background. And he knew whether he won or lost, that he will end up in the
bosom of the New National Party. But, having that time, that pause to reflect, to think

and then move forward, set a path and a career, a very bright career that he had.
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Carriacou today, as | said is a very different Carriacou and Petite Martinique to
what it was back in the early 1990s. His legacy is now set, set in stone, a building block
that the Member for Carriacou and Petite Martinique continues to build on, but it's a
legacy that would last for generations to come.

And before | end, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | think it is also important to
recognise his children and his wife, Donzel, who has supported him through thick and
thin, the ups and the downs. We look at the sacrifice of us on the frontline, but we often
forget the sacrifices of those who are providing the support behind. And in this very,
very difficult time, | wish to reach out in this very public forum, to his wife, Donzel and
his children, at this difficult time. But | think we can all stand proud of his achievements
and the legacy that he leaves behind. May his soul Rest in Peace. | thank you.

(Applause)

Mr. President: Thank you, Senator Stiell.

Mr. Speaker: Honourable Parliamentary Representative for St. Andrew North-
West.

Hon. Delma Thomas: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, it
is with a heavy heart, but at the same time, with a profound gratitude having come to
know the man and learnt from him, that | stand here today to pay homage to a fallen
colleague, Honourable Elvin Nimrod.

Minister Nimrod, who graced this Parliament for almost twenty (20) years, will
always be remembered as a true and faithful servant of the people of Carriacou and
Petite Martinique. There goes a Representative in whom they can be justly proud.

As much as he was a champion for his constituency, he loved his country and
was dedicated to his Party. He was an MVP of the National Executive and served well

in various portfolios.
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| heard a lot about the Honourable Elvin Nimrod before | came into politics, but,
Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | got to know him well, from 2007, my first campaign. What
struck me about the man was his amazing temperament. | cannot recall ever seeing
him angry. He always had a smile, especially when he wanted to get something for the
people of Carriacou and Petite Martinique. He had a kind of pitiful disposition, and he
would call me: “Dello” to ask for more, or “Emmo”. He gave you names when he
wanted more for the people of Carriacou and Petite Martinique. (Laughter)

The current Housing Project in Carriacou is a case in point. The fact that
Carriacou is receiving more units than was on the original plan was as a direct result of
Minister Nimrod’s representation. In fact, | recall him coming to me saying that seventy
(70) for Carriacou. But, | tried to explain that Carriacou does not need as much as the
Mainland. But what he did quietly, even though when | decided to stick with the
proposal, he had a discussion with the Chinese Ambassador, who came back to say
that he is the Deputy Prime Minister, and therefore he needed to get one hundred (100),
and so Carriacou is having one hundred (100) units, very soon. (Laughter/Applause)

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, maybe two (2) words can best describe him: “quietly,
determined.” It was that determination and a certain clarity of vision that first led him to
challenge the status quo and almost won as an independent candidate, as he
announced himself in the 1990s. It was that determination that allowed him to bounce
back from his near loss in 2003 to eventually consolidate his status as the best MP of
Carriacou and Petite Martinique maybe since adult suffrage.

As one of the younger Members of the Parliament, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker,
and Cabinet, | can proudly say that | have benefited, numerous times, from his counsel.
He was never too busy to share his wisdom and his advice and | am a better MP and
Minister because of that.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | am honoured to stand here today, to be able to call
this giant of a man, a friend and colleague. Let me express condolences to his wife,

children, family members and supporters, on my personal behalf, my family and the

25



Special Joint Sitting of the Senate & House of Representatives
Held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George
On Tuesday, 16" February, 2021
To Celebrate the Life of the Late Elvin Nimrod, Former Deputy Prime Minister and Parliamentarian

Motions

people of St. Andrew North-West. Go take your rest Brother, a good and faithful
servant of the people. |thank you. (Applause)

Mr. Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Representative for St. Andrew North-
West.

Mr. President: Senator the Honourable Norland Cox.

Sen. the Hon. Norland Cox: Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | rise to give my
support to this Resolution that seeks to pay tribute. | am not certain that one Resolution
might be sufficient to pay tribute to such an individual, for his contribution to this
beautiful nation of ours, and more specifically, Carriacou and Petite Martinique.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | too, as a Carriacouan, my colleague, Senator Stiell,
Minister Stewart, and of course, Honourable Clement, Opposition Leader, truly
understand what this means to us. We clearly knew where Carriacou and Petite
Martinique was before the tenure of Elvin G. Nimrod, and we see the contrast in terms
of the results, after he made his mark, and | think those are the things that stand out for
us, as Carriacouans and Petite Martiniqueans. And, it was said here this morning by
Minister Stewart, his love for Carriacou is one that can never be questioned. His
actions really, really, truly depicted that love, and that is something that each and every
Carriacouan can agree on, that he really demonstrated that in his actions.

My colleague, a while ago said, that she never saw him upset. Well, | think if you
only deny Carriacou something, | think you would have seen him upset. (Laughter)
That was something, probably, the only time that he would have been upset, when he
didn’t get something that he truly believed that Carriacou deserved.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | don’t believe that anybody in politics now, can say

that Elvin G. Nimrod didn’t have something to do with where they are in politics, from
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Carriacou and Petite Martinique. And | am too, one of the persons, who must be
grateful for his involvement, or intervention in me being in this Honourable House today.

It was a short plane ride, on a Friday, after coming from a meeting with the
Minister for Health, and a phone call on Sunday morning, as | was doing my daily
chores, sweeping, cooking, preparing, and by Wednesday of that following week, | was
sitting in the Senate, as the Senator for Carriacou and Petite Martinique. So, that was
the turnaround time that it took me to get here. And all that evolved because of a
conversation that we had on Sunday morning, where, and it is something that | have
said to him, over and over, that: “l am always grateful for that conversation.”

We had a conversation as a father speaking to a son and not as a politician
trying to get somebody to get involved in politics. And that conversation will always
remain with me, and | too, hope one day that | will have an opportunity to pass that
conversation on to somebody else, to impact their life in that manner, and that | must be
truly grateful for, to him, giving me that opportunity to be here today.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, Elvin G. Nimrod was a formidable politician, a
formidable individual. He clearly knew what he wanted and he went after it, with every
bit of strength that he had. He was very convinced and confident in whatever he
wanted to do, be it personally, politically or otherwise.

But, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | think a critical aspect of how he became our
Representative had to do with Carriacou, not just Carriacou in the State but
Carriacouans in the diaspora, and | think that is the genesis, the discussion started
there. And | want to also recognise Carriacouans in the Diaspora at this point-in-time,
for their contribution, as well, in their giving the nudge to come home and to make that
representation. | think a lot of that is being missed, that he had not just tentacles here,
but he had a strong and rich representation in the Diaspora, where he was well
respected and, of course, adored in many ways. So, | really want to highlight them this

morning.
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In terms of involvement with the people of Carriacou and Petite Martinique, he
always participated in cultural and sporting activities, he has always been there. He has
helped a number of persons, quietly and they know. The persons know themselves,
and they understand the contribution and support that he had continued to make
throughout their lives, more so for their children.

One of the things that have always been said is that no one is perfect. But, Mr.
President, Mr. Speaker, there is nobody who could have been more perfect, as being
Elvin Nimrod, than Elvin Nimrod.

With those words, | want to express my deepest sympathy, not just for myself,
not just for myself, but my family, to his family, his kids, wife and also his brothers in
Carriacou and other family members. | know it's a difficult time for them. It is
something that we all can never be accustomed with, losing a loved one. | believe that
he has left us with enough memories that will help us to get through this difficult period,
and as such we must be grateful for his contribution to this nation, to our people.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | want to say thank you to all the Members and to his
family, for giving me the opportunity to be here, to pay this tribute this morning. It's a
special and sacred time for every one of us, who understand what we have lost. With
this, 1 want to say: “May his soul Rest in Peace.” And may each and every one of us
continue to cherish him in our hearts as we move on. Thank you. (Applause)

Mr. Speaker: Honourable Parliamentary Representative for St. Andrew South-
West.

Hon. Yolande Bain-Horsford: Thank you very much. Mr. President, Mr.
Speaker, | stand here this morning, to pay tribute to our deceased ex-Prime Minister
and Minister of Government, a colleague, Honourable Elvin G. Nimrod.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, |1 would like to start my tribute with a quote from
Buddha, and | quote: “Even death is not to be feared by one, who has lived wisely”.
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Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, it is my belief that Elvin Nimrod did in fact, lived
wisely. Indeed, he chose one of the noblest of professions. He became an Attorney-at-
Law. And | was speaking with one of our most seasoned Lawyers, sometime last week
and this is what he said to me: “He was one of the sharks, as John Public refers to
readers of that Profession. Albeit, he was a good shark, he was a powerful
Attorney-at-Law.”

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, serving, as the MP for Carriacou and Petite
Martinique for four (4) terms in this Honourable House, Elvin was certainly able to
skilfully craft and influence legislation in this Parliament and by extension, he developed
and lifted his native Island and its inhabitants in the process. He had style; nineteen
(19) unbroken years of service to his people of Carriacou and Petite Martinique.

| recall, Mr. Speaker, every Monday morning in Cabinet, he will lobby for projects
and programmes for Carriacou and Petite Martinique. He wanted to always get his ‘fair
share of the pie’; that is something, that word he used all the time, that phrase. He left
no stone unturned. If he didn’'t get an answer this Monday, the next Monday he would
be back again with the same thing.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | served with my friend. | personally, liked him, and
colleague as a Member of the New National Party and a Minister of Government. And,
Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | can testify that it was a very edifying experience.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, when | reflect on the fact that Elvin Nimrod entered
politics in 1997 as a Senator and retired in 2017, as a Minister of Government, | cannot
help but conceptualise his life, as one of almost perfection and completeness. | heard
one of my colleagues use the word ‘perfection.” He started on a 7, 1997 and he ended
on a 7, 2017. Biblically, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, and you would know that, Mr.
Speaker, of course, the number seven (7) connotes completeness. After seven (7)
days, God completed his work and created the world.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, Elvin Nimrod was a friend to all. He was a true

politician, there is no doubt about that. When | heard him speak the first time, | said:
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“My goodness.” | think | spoke to the Prime Minister. | said: “l never knew he had
such talent and such strength.” The Prime Minister said: “Well, you don’t know
Nimrod.”

He was a Statesman and deported himself very well. It is often said that: “The
measure of a man is how he treats his people.” And he certainly treated his people
well.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | stand in this Noble Place to say farewell to my
friend and colleague, with a tearful eye. | say journey well, rest well, your advice will live
on and will continue to resonate through the Halls of this Noble House, for decades to
come.

| want to express my sympathy to his wife and the rest of his family, and also to
the family of Carriacou and Petite Martinique. | must say that, because they loved him
well. They loved him and he loved them as well. Farewell my brother; until we meet

again, on the other side. Thank you. (Applause)

Mr. Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Parliamentary Representative for St.

Andrew South-West. Shall we go over to the Senate?

Mr. President: Senator the Honourable Roland Bhola, unless you wish to defer

to someone else to go ahead?

Sen. the Hon. Roland Bhola: No, no, no, no. | won'’t be very long. Thank you
very much, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, colleagues. | too stand to give my support to
the Motion as has been presented, and to associate myself with most of what has been
said before about our friend and colleague, Brother Nimrod.

| can only add to what has been said before, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker. | never
knew Brother Nimrod until | too, joined the political arena, and like most of the

colleagues who spoke before me, | had my own time and share of teaching from him.
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As a matter of fact, it was from a visit | made to Carriacou and had some personal
encounters with him that he shared a book he had with me, which | read and |
remember the name of that book, being: ‘All Politics is Local’, and that had opened up
my eyes to a lot of what | did not know about politics, as a young politician coming into
the political arena. And | believe, from what | read in that book, a lot of what Brother
Nimrod stood for and the fight for his people of Carriacou and Petite Martinique came
from his reading of that script. Because he always felt that unless you were properly
grounded locally, within your constituency and with your people, your politics was
probably senseless.

| remember Brother Nimrod as gentle soul, always with a smile. | think our dear
Sister did mention she never saw him with an angry face, and | can never recall any
encounter with him where he was very angry, but always found a way to make your time
with him very cheerful and memorable. He always had a way of making you smile with
something he would say, even when he was most serious or the situation was very
critical.

He has done his best, | believe. Most of those who associated ourselves with
him can today, stand here and probably say that | believe we did not regret knowing him
as a friend and having him as a colleague, and as a Brother. Whether it was within the
Cabinet or in the Parliament or even as a Party Member, he always had something to
share that became very memorable, and | do believe his memories will live on for a
very, very long time. Many of us would miss those moments with him. Many of us can
continue to testify what we learnt from him, what we saw in him and what he made us
believe that we needed to do as young politicians.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | do not believe that there’s a lot more that | want to
add to what was said and will be said again, about his life and his time on this earth, or
even his functions as a politician, or as a Lawyer. | do hope that his family and friends
and of course, the people of Carriacou and Petite Martinique in general, will find the
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strength to remember him for who he was and what he has done for them, and that his
soul may rest eternally, in peace.

But as | come to an end, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, of what | have to say, | also
would like to join to publicly, at this time, express my sympathies to the Honourable
Tobias Clement, Leader of Her Majesty’s Opposition on the passing of his mom.
Coincidentally, they are all from the same area, Petite Martinique, and we know too, that
you are going through a tough time, but that the love that exists in Carriacou and Petite
Martinique will be equitably shared with you and the family of Brother Elvin Nimrod.
May their souls all rest in peace, and | do hope that we will continue to be guided by the
cherished moments that we had with him, while he was here with us. Thank you very
much. (Applause)

Mr. President: Thank you, Senator Bhola.

Mr. Speaker: Honourable Parliamentary Representative for St. Andrew North-
East.

Hon. Kate Lewis: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | too,
join my voice to pay tribute to the Honourable Elvin G. Nimrod, our fallen hero, and |
start by expressing deepest condolences to the family and friends and also the people
of Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Martinique.

It is indeed a sad moment for all of us, because we have lost one of our national
heroes. And over the course of his distinguished life, we can all admit that Mr. Nimrod
made enormous sacrifices and contributions towards the development of Grenada,
Carriacou and Petite Martinique. He was a well-respected Statesman and left an
indelible mark, especially on the Islands of Carriacou and Petite Martinique, as alluded
by the current MP.
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Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Nimrod’s leadership and visionary approach to
politics, indeed marked the pages of history, a page that | am prepared to read closely,
as a young politician. | remember eagerly awaiting his Parliamentary contributions,
because of his unique voice and his passionate delivery, and though, | missed the
opportunity to work alongside him, his profound and impactful life has paved the way
that | can emulate in my political career.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Elvin G. Nimrod came, he saw and

he conquered. May his soul Rest in Perfect Peace. Thank you. (Applause)

Mr. President: Senator the Honourable Christopher De Allie.

Sen. the Hon. Christopher De Allie: Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. President,
Mr. Speaker, | rise to associate myself and my Private Sector with the sentiments
expressed on the passing of the Honourable Elvin Nimrod.

| myself, have not worked closely with him, but | knew very much of his quiet
demeanour and very persistent love for Carriacou and Petite Martinique, so | am very
well aware of that. So, to the family and sons and his wife, | express the deepest
condolences on his passing from myself and my family, and may his soul Rest in
Peace. Thank you. (Applause)

Mr. President: Thank you, Senator De Allie.

Mr. Speaker: Honourable Parliamentary Representative for St. Andrew South-
East.

Hon. Emmalin Pierre: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Mr. President, Mr.
Speaker, | rise this morning to extend my condolences to the family of Honourable Elvin

Nimrod, and not just his biological family, Mr. Speaker, Mr. President, but | believe, to
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him, every person from Carriacou and Petite Martinique was family, and | extend my
condolences.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, so much has been said, and | do not want to rehash
all that was said. | do associate myself with all the comments from my colleagues, but |
want to say it was an honour to have known this man. Not just an honour to have
known him, but like many others, | can safely say he has positively impacted my own
life and particularly I'll add my political life.

Memories of him, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | would just relate two of those.
One person, besides Mr. Nimrod calls me ‘Emmo, one other person that | know, my late
Grandfather, and he never met him. And, the first day he called me ‘Emmo, | actually
asked him, how do you know this name? But, | learnt to realise after that there was
always a reason, when he called me ‘Emmo (Laughter) and it had nothing to do with
my Grandfather, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker. (Laughter) There was always a request
that was following ‘Emmo, and that was him. 1 listened to him in Cabinet, Mr. President,
Mr. Speaker, and all my colleagues would relate to that, there was a tone that he went
down into when he made a request on behalf of Carriacou. You couldn’t find any place
in your heart to say, no. And then the Prime Minister would quietly respond: “Okay,
colleagues,” (laughter) and Minister Nimrod had his way.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, he was very strong in his views of the people of
Carriacou and Petite Martinique, their needs, and he left no stone unturned, wherever
he spoke of them.

But, Mr. Speaker, the one thing that was not mentioned before that | want to end
with, is his hospitality. There was always an invitation to the Cabinet: “When you’re
coming to Carriacou?” Whatever is happening: “Who is coming up?” And not only
that, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, he said it and he proved it in his action. He would
always say: “The red carpet would be laid down.” He always followed with that.
And, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, as colleagues, when we visited Carriacou, from the

Airport on arrival, to our departure, there was something about Minister Nimrod’s
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presence, there was something about his hospitality that was surpassed, and | don'’t
even think | can walk in those shoes.

It didn’t matter how many of us came up on that flight, everyone left from the
Airport to his home. And he would serve breakfast, he would serve lunch, he would
take care of you with the ‘red carpet’, as he would always say.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | never knew about traveling in a Government
vehicle when you went to Carriacou. Minister Nimrod would let everything that he
owned be yours during that period and he extended that courtesy to all of his
colleagues.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | had the opportunity to travel with him once, and |
was amazed. | thought this love that the Carriacou people expressed was something
unique to those who were in Carriacou and Petite Martinique. And he was invited to a
function by the people of Carriacou and Petite Martinique in New York, and the truth is, |
was a very young politician, at the time, so very young, but just got into politics and the
truth is, | was shocked. | was amazed at how these people welcomed the Honourable
Elvin Nimrod. He loved people and | think people loved him just the same. May his

soul Rest in Peace. (Applause)

Mr. Speaker: Thank you Honourable Representative.

Mr. President: Senator the Honourable Winston Garraway.

Sen. the Hon. Winston Garraway: Thank you very much, Mr. President. Mr.
President, Mr. Speaker, | too, would like to associate myself with the Resolution that
was read earlier by the Honourable Prime Minister, and to share my two (2) words, on
the passing of Elvin G. Nimrod.

Elvin G. Nimrod was a gentle giant and a true patriot. He was committed, he was

hardworking but above all, he exuded humanity and humility. No one who went to him
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with a genuine need was turned away without him trying to assist them. And he needed
no credit, and he didn’t take any either. He was true to his constituents, and as you
have heard before, and it's so true, he always placed them first. For him, the Sister
Isles were his world. He was there for them, and of course, they were there for him,
hence the reason why he was the Parliamentary Representative for nineteen (19)
consecutive years.

Brother Nimrod should be emulated and when | listened to his successor, Sister
Kindra Maturine-Stewart, | do believe the people of Carriacou are in good hands, at this
point in time. His was the kind of representation that you could believe in. There is no
doubt that his contribution to the development of Carriacou and Petite Martinique is his
greatest legacy, and will always be recorded in the annals of our history.

For me, Mr. MP, as | fondly called him, was a friend, a mentor and a genuine and
gentle soul. | will miss that signature smile, his designer dark shades and his strength
of character.

To his family and friends, and of course, to the people of Carriacou and Petite
Martinique, please accept my deepest sympathy. May the fond memories of our dearly

departed Brother, bring you solace in this time of mourning. Thank you. (Applause)
Mr. President: Thank you, Senator Garraway.
Mr. Speaker: Honourable Parliamentary Representative for St. Patrick East.
Hon. Pamela Moses: Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | rise to share condolences
with a family of Minister Elvin Nimrod, and the people of Carriacou and Petite
Martinique.

There is not much that can be said to help make their loss any less, but I
sympathise deeply with them, and will miss him as well. It is indeed a difficult time for
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them and | wish they find peace and courage as time progresses. May they find
strength and compassion and also comfort in knowing that he lived his life his way.

| was blessed to know him and worked with him for a very short time. He was a
great man. Though brief, it was an honour to know him. What stood out more than
anything else, to me, was the way in which when he called me ‘Pamo’, and he warmed
my heart and encouraged me to do what it was that he wanted. (Laughter) Mr.
Speaker, he was able to transform Carriacou using that skill, persuasive words,
charming smile and with a very powerful demeanour, he was able to solicit help for his
people. Actually, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | believe he was an expert Solicitor, in
every manner of the word. | truly admired how he got what he wanted, fair share for the
people of his Islands.

May the memories of Elvin Nimrod continue to bless our hearts, and may the
family and people of Carriacou and Petite Martinique feel proud of the great contribution
he made to the lives of others in our Tri-Island State. May he Rest in Peace.
(Applause)

Mr. Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Representative.

Mr. President: Senator the Honourable André Lewis.

Sen. the Hon. Mondy André Lewis: Thank you very much, Mr. President, Mr.
Speaker. On behalf of the Labour Movement, | pay tribute to former MP, Honourable
Nimrod, who also served as Minister for Labour. And because we like to be sure on
what we are saying, even yesterday, before | came here today, | round robin one or two
colleagues, and the common sentiment is that our experience, and | say, our
experience to include myself, in appearing before him at the Ministry of Labour, we
found him to be fair. We did not have to agree with him on every matter, but we found
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him to be fair and non-aggressive, very accommodating. And therefore, we pay tribute
to him and also extend our deepest sympathies to his families and his friends.

Permit me also at this occasion, to publicly extend sympathy to the Leader of Her
Majesty’s Opposition, Honourable Tobias Clement on the passing of your mom. On
behalf of the Labour Movement, we extend our condolences once again, to the families

and friends and loved ones. May his soul Rest in Peace. (Applause)

Mr. President: Thank you, Senator Lewis.

Mr. Speaker: Honourable Parliamentary Representative for St. George South.

Hon. Nickolas Steele: Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, Elvin G. Nimrod left us on
February 6, 2021. | met Brother Nimrod in 2012, and we became friends and
colleagues from then onwards. An astute Parliamentarian who represented his
constituents and country to the best of his abilities, always.

| remember the numerous occasions that | received his good counsel. He
usually had a point of view that was steeped in tradition and experience he had gained,
through the years of his political career, and the life he lived, particularly, his connection
to the diaspora and his roots in Carriacou and Petite Martinique.

His endearing smile and his sense of humour would fill the room and lighten the
mood. His family were the people of Carriacou and Petite Martinique, and he lived for
them. He protected and looked out for them always, and pushed to do better for them
and ensured, Mr. President and Mr. Speaker, ensured that they got their fair share, and
probably wherever possible, more than their fair share.

Today, Brother Nimrod looks down on us from above, able to say that he has left
his mark on this beautiful nation. The people of Carriacou and Petite Martinique are

better today, because of his representation and leadership.
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Minister Nimrod stood toe to toe with the greatest leaders in the world and
represented with pride, Carriacou, Petite Martinique and Grenada, proudly, with no
apologies in that order. A Kayak to the bone, eloquent at the Shakespeare mass and
proud of his Kayak culture, a Statesman in stature, speech and action.

Brother Nimrod is at peace now. He lived respected and has died regretted. He
is now reunited with his dear daughter, whose passing took a severe toll on him. Rest
in Peace dear Elvin, in the warm embrace of the Lord and your loved ones that went
before you. May his family also find peace in the Lord, assured that he is with the Lord
above.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, may | also take this opportunity to offer my sincere
condolences to my dear friend and Brother, Brother Tobias Clement, on the passing of
his mother. Thank you. (Applause)

Mr. Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister Steele.

Mr. President: Senator the Honourable Cathisha Williams.

Sen. the Hon. Cathisha Williams: Thank you, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker.
First of all, | would like to extend my sincerest condolences to the Honourable Leader of
the Opposition on the passing of his mother, which is an unimaginable loss for many of
us. So, we wish you comfort and strength in this time.

Mr. President, Honourable Speaker, | also support the Motion and | associate
myself with the sentiments expressed by Members of this Honourable House. | would
like to express my condolences to the family, friends, colleagues of Honourable Elvin
Nimrod, especially the members of his Constituency of Carriacou and Petite Martinique.

Now | did not know him personally. In fact, | never met him. But, growing up,
whether you followed politics or not, you knew the name Elvin Nimrod, and his name

was synonymous with Carriacou and Petite Martinique. His name was synonymous
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with eloquence; he was noted for his manner of speech. And, as evidenced by the
presentations of the Members of the Houses today, his name was synonymous with
service, and we will like to thank him for his service.

And whether we know it or not, young politicians such as myself, are here today,
because of his contributions. As a longstanding member of the NNP, as a long standing
Member of Government, a former Minister for Foreign Affairs, the Ministry, which | am a
part of currently, | am sure that his influence would have formed the functioning of these
institutions and would have influenced the ethos of politics in Grenada. So, | stand here
today with others as a beneficiary of that, of his influence. And, may his family and
colleagues be comforted in knowing that his name will be etched in the annals of history
as a great person, a great leader, a great politician, a great servant.

It struck me, especially, when Honourable Minister Maturine mentioned that he
said he would die for his people. That kind of conviction, that kind of passion for service
is rare. And I think that is something we should all try to emulate. So, he was indeed a
servant not only to his country and to his people, but at that level of service, at that level
of passion, you’re a servant to God, you're doing God’s work.

And therefore, | would like to end my tribute with a Poem entitled: “Servant of
God” by James Montgomery. And, it says: “Servant of God, well done! Rest from
thy loved employ. The battle fought, the victory won, enter thy Master’s joy. The
voice at evening came; he started up to hear, a mortal arrow pierced his frame, he
fell, but felt no fear. The pains of death are past, labour and sorrow ceased, and
life’s long warfare closed at last; his soul is found in peace. Soldier of Christ,
well done! Praise be try new employ, and while eternal ages run, rest in your

Saviour’s joy.” Thank you, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker. (Applause)

Mr. President: Thank you, Senator Williams.
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Mr. Speaker: Honourable Parliamentary Representative for the Town of St.

George.

Hon. Peter David: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, before | address the
Motion, I'll just like to join others in extending to my colleague, Honourable Tobias
Clement, my sincerest and my family’s deepest condolences to him on the death of his
mother. May her soul Rest in Peace.

Mr. Speaker, | fully endorse the Motion, as presented by our Prime Minister, with
respect to my colleague, friend, comrade, Elvin Nimrod. When persons such as Elvin
die, we must pause and reflect, not only because it brings us face to face with our own
mortality, the fact that we will pass on, and it does that to all of us, because Elvin was
one of us. It also causes us to reflect on our own lives.

Everyone, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, has a dream. We all have dreams, all of
us. Some of us pursue the dreams and some of us, even less of us actually achieve
those dreams. We all have a dream. We all hope to pursue the dream, and we all hope
to achieve the dream. Elvin Nimrod achieved all three (3).

When | met my friend Elvin, in fact, we called him ‘Mopsydo’, and many of his
friends in Carriacou called him ‘Mopsy/Mopsydo’. When | met him many years ago, in
around 1991/1992 in New York, he was about to embark on the journey for the
fulfilment of his dream. He was just on the cusp of that. We met in New York. | was
visiting New York at the time, on my way from London, coming back home and we both
went to Trinidad together. He was practicing in New York for many years. He was
living in New York for many years. And his dream, Mr. Speaker, Mr. President, as he
always expressed it, was to return to Carriacou and to serve Carriacou and Petite
Martinique in Grenada.

After spending many years in New York, among the New York community, the

Grenadian community, Carriacou community in New York, he believed it was time for
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him to return, time for him to go back, time for him to pursue further, to achieve his
dream, and he did that relentlessly.

Just about the time we were traveling to Trinidad together, so we travelled to
Trinidad, about six (6) of us who were older, mature persons practicing Law, who
wanted to come back home, but had to go to Trinidad to pursue the six (6) month
course, and we spent six (6) months in Trinidad together, and we did a lot together. We
hung out together. At the time, Magistrate Seales was there and many other friends
were there, pursuing the same course, and we developed a tight bond of friendship, not
only between me and him, but between his family and my family, and he was well
known to my parents, my brothers, and so on and so forth. | was on the way to
Grenada from London where | studied Law, and | just happened to pass through New
York, did the New York exam, got through the exam. But, intent on going home, | went
to Trinidad immediately, fearing that | got stuck in New York or London. And as fate
would have it, we finished the course and Mopsydo said to me: “Peter, why you don’t
come in New York and spent a year and get a little practice.” He was on the way
home too, and he was going to come home in a year or two. He said: “Come New
York with me.” | am on my way home. | am close to home, | am in Trinidad, but | went
to New York with him and as fate would have it, he spent two (2) years with me in New
York, and | ended up spending ten (10) years in New York practicing Law, so he got
home before me. But in those two (2) or three (3) years that we spent in New York
together, before he came back to engage, we did a lot. | practiced with him. | was in
his office for those years. And | got to know him very well and | got to know his team.
And as my friend Senator Cox said, he was deeply, deeply entrenched in the New
York/Carriacou Community. And | want here, to pay tribute to some of them, because
those are the persons with whom he communed in order to prepare his path back to
Grenada.

| want to talk about persons in what was called, then, the Nimrod New York

Support Group, and | am sure the persons in Carriacou are well aware of the names,
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because it was those persons that he came back with, people like Donald Matheson,
Dennis “Beck” Gay, Cyril Sylvester, Desmond Jones, Linky John, his cousin, Wilson
David, George Joseph, Winston Ollivierre and Felix Coy. Those and other persons,
they were the team that he formed in New York on the way back home to Grenada. At
the time, not heading to join the NNP or to do anything in particular, he was coming
home to serve, because that was his dream. He was now embarking on the pursuit of
that dream, and it is from there that he headed to Grenada.

In his first speech, | remember in Brooklyn, New York, in a place called the “D
Junction” in New York, he announced his return. And, always somebody who quoted
John F. Kennedy, particularly, where Kennedy said, at one point, “think not what your
country can do for you, but what you can do for your country, so that was his
dream, that was his pursuit and he came.

Upon his return, his achievements, well, we heard from the Member for
Carriacou. We heard from many others of his colleagues. | am sure we’ll hear from the
Prime Minister, on much more details, having spent so many years with him. But
certainly, he achieved in Carriacou, what his dream was. He represented the people,
he served them well and he did, as someone said earlier, his legacy will live on forever
in Carriacou.

With respect to the Foreign Ministry, | think that he’s one of the best of our
Foreign Ministers, over the many years. | think he’s the longest serving; if | am not
sure, | don’t have the actual data on all the Foreign Ministers. | believe he was the
longest serving Foreign Minister. But | think his major contribution, if one stands out in
my mind, is his work done in re-establishing relations with the People’s Republic of
China. As the Foreign Minister, at the time, of course, on a policy set by the Prime
Minister and the Government, he pursued that policy, and I think his establishment and
his work on reestablishment of those relations will stand out, as a major achievement in

Grenada’s history of Foreign Policy. (Applause) And, in fact, the relations with that
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country has continued to be one of the deepest relations that have led to benefits for our
country, and Elvin Nimrod was at the centre of that.

But, he had many other contributions in Foreign Affairs, and | am sure there will
be other tributes given elsewhere, but that one, in my mind, stands out. His many
contributions to Carriacou and Petite Martinique will be documented and are currently
being documented.

On a personal note, we had great times in Trinidad. Elvin loved to have a good
time, but he studied hard and he was a serious student as we all were in Trinidad. |
remember our struggles in the Parliament of Grenada, the years when there was
eight/seven in the Parliament. You know, one of us had to go last before the Leader of
the Opposition and the Prime Minister. One of us always had to go last, and we were
always going at each other. But, what stood out for me is that when we left Parliament,
it was Mopsydo and Pedro.

| remember once, because over the years, we had these issues, who ended up
going last. And | would somehow get to last, but Mopsydo, this one time he worked on
me. As it was coming down to the end, he disappeared from the Hall, so we assumed
he left, because he had an emergency. So, when it came down to me, | stood and |
started speaking. Five (5) minutes after which Mopsydo waltz into the room and say: “I
catch you today.” He was such a competitive politician that he wanted to go last and
he did everything possible to go last, so he could go after everything | said. But, we
remained extremely good friends up until the last.

So, Mopsydo, for me and, again, was one of the persons who made my entry into
the NNP smooth. He came to me, we spoke, he guided me. He told me where the
mines are laid, and | stayed away from the minefields. He told me where the water is
nice and | swum those waters. He was guiding me through this process. And, | am
very, very grateful to him for that, because it has turned out to be one of the most
successful and one of the best decisions | took at the time, and Nimrod was at the core
of that. | thank him for that.
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Brothers and sisters, Mopsydo had his dreams, he pursued his dreams and he
achieved his dreams. | pray God that he died with a smile, knowing that his dream of
leaving Carriacou in a better place than he met it, was fulfilled. | pray for his family and |
wish them well. | pray for all of his friends, all of his colleagues and | thank the
Parliament for paying this tribute, today, to somebody | call a friend. | thank you.

(Applause)

Mr. President: Senator the Honourable Judd Cadet.

Sen. the Hon. Judd Cadet: Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. President, Mr.
Speaker, | rise to associate myself with the sentiments shared by my colleagues.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, the life of Honourable, our Brother Elvin G. Nimrod is
not just going to be celebrated, but it serves as a deep inspiration for young people like
myself, who has a great interest for politics.

Looking at this life, Mr. President... in fact, growing up, | can remember when we
had conversations about politics, especially around the Election time, you will hear the
conversations about some safe seats that were considered to be NNP safe territory,
and you would always hear Carriacou and Petite Martinigue come up in the
conversation.

But, history will teach us, Mr. President, and Mr. Speaker, that when you look at
the data; in fact, you look at 1984, and NNP, at the time, had 84% of the votes there.
We looked at 1990, and it declined, significantly, 1.5% of the Votes cast. We looked at
1995, well, my Brother Tobias Clement, Leader of the Opposition, 6.5% of the votes
cast. But, in 1990, we saw a trajectory of an increased Vote, which turned that seat that
probably would have been considered a lost seat, based on the two (2) Elections
become a very safe seat. And, the question is, as a young Politician, how he managed
to do that? And, even today, we are benefiting from the spoils of his labour.
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And, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, he was able to do that, because of his
commitment to the development of Carriacou and Petite Martinique, because of his
commitment to the people of Carriacou and Petite Martinique. When | heard the list of
achievements that he was able to accomplish in Carriacou and Petite Martinique, |
understand why Carriacou and Petite Martinique have been able to be considered a
safe seat for the New National Party.

And, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, one may argue that he could have decided not
to join. But, it was also because of the philosophy and the vision of the New National
Party, at the time, which he subscribed to, which contributed as well, and propelled his
vision towards the development of Carriacou and Petite Martinique.

I've learnt a lot about his achievement, not just sitting here and hearing about it,
but also in conversation with friends like Mr. Donald Matheson, who always gives me
that story, especially the 2003 situation, where we would have basically won, I think, it's
by six (6) or seven (7) Votes. And, Mr. Matteson will always give me the story of some
words that were uttered to the opponent, when they were going over the recount.

And it also shows, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, that this man, Mr. Elvin G. Nimrod
was a hero. He was a hero for the people of Carriacou and Petite Martinique, he was a
hero for the people of Grenada, and was a hero for the young people of this country.

And certainly, Mr. President, reading his book, his life, it is certainly an inspiration
for young people like myself. The new generation of politicians, Mr. President, Mr.
Speaker, needs to study the life of people like the Honourable G. Nimrod and how they
were able to do it. This is a field that is based on service and he was able to live up to
the expectation.

And so, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | want to say that Elvin Nimrod is an
example to us, as young people, that we can follow. He was a true Statesman. And,
Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | want to say condolences to his family and to the people of
Carriacou and Petite Martinique.
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Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | can remember, when the baton was being passed
on to Sister Kindra Maturine-Stewart, | always remember that song, and, Mr. President,
Mr. Speaker, it hits very well: ‘The Lion Sleeps Tonight.’

And so, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | know his contribution to this country is one
that will be remembered by most young people. In fact, | can remember, as well, before
| close, when the news broke about his passing, one of my good friends, who is also a
Lawyer, and most young Lawyers said that he was one of the favourite politicians. |
guess as much, his legal mind was one that stimulated their thoughts and their interests
in politics.

And so, | close by saying, may his soul Rest in Peace and he would forever be
remembered for his contribution to this country. Thank you, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker.

(Applause)

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Parliamentary Representative for St. Mark.

Hon. Dr. Clarice Modeste-Curwen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. President,
Mr. Speaker, | rise with a very heavy heart to support the Resolution as presented in
this Honourable House, and to say farewell to a dear friend, to an Advisor, a Mentor,
Elvin G. Nimrod. It took me a long time to know what the ‘G’ stood for, but | think we all
know now that it is George.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, before | go any further, | just want to extend
condolences to his immediate family and the Carriacou family and to all his friends,
people who knew him in a special way and also to my dear friend, Honourable Tobias
Clement on the passing of his mother.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, Elvin G. Nimrod, even as we celebrate his life, there
are so many things that can be said about this gentleman. And as | listened to persons,
| was just deleting, deleting, so that | can keep what | have to say fresh and new, but |
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found out | am out of new things, (laughter) because everybody knew him so well, and
everybody had a lot of say. But | know he was a brave and visionary person.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, to leave a lucrative job in a place like New York,
where Lawyers, perhaps they make more money than Grenada, | am not sure, but he
had a lucrative business as was said by one of the Members before me, and to come
home. Yes, he had a support group, but to run as an independent in a country where
you had two (2) Parties. There are some countries where you can run as an
independent, remain as an independent and still get benefits to do what you have to do.
But we all know that it is difficult in our setting, but he did it. And he came in 1995 and
he worked his magic and he did exceedingly well, even though he lost, but his
performance showed great promise.

And, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, persons alluded to the Support Group in New
York. They all, as was related to me, when he lost, they left and went back, but Elvin
George Nimrod, he stayed, because he had a vision and he had a purpose, and he
wanted to do for his constituency, the precious Constituency of Carriacou and Petite
Martinique, but also he saw the bigger picture of what he could do for Grenada,
Carriacou and Petite Martinique.

So, when he became a Senator in 1997, on the 1% of April, that’s the time that
stood out to me, the 1 of April.

(A Member said: “96”)

Hon. Dr. Clarice Modeste-Curwen: And persons were saying... ‘96, okay. |
got ‘97, but ‘96, and they were saying well, “Keith Mitchell making pappy show of
you, boy, the 1% of April.” But he had his eyes set on the sights, the bigger picture,
and | know, | guess the Prime Minister will speak to that. But, what | want to say is, in
this, that this proved to be a game changer for NNP as a Party, for Carriacou and Petite

Martinigue and Grenada. And Elvin George Nimrod learnt how to combine his
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allegiances to all of these and make it work and not let us feel that anyone was being
short changed, any side, whether the Party, whether his constituency or the country was
being short changed.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, persons again mentioned the Budget, and Elvin
Nimrod would let everybody go and say what they had to say. And when he took the
floor, everybody had a smile and was waiting, because they knew we were going to get
some friendly fire, and it was fire nonetheless, and as was said before, he had a way of
getting what he wanted.

But, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, what | remember, most profoundly, was the
period, 2008 to 2013, when we were in Opposition, and there were four (4) of us. Three
(3) of us are here in this Honourable House and, sadly, Elvin George Nimrod is no more
with us in his physical state, but he will always be there, because of the legacy that he
has left behind, because of the indelible footprints that he has left, they cannot be
erased. But thankfully, he has ensured that his legacy continues by the selection and
recommendation of a very competent successor in Sister Kindra Maturine-Stewart.

However, Elvin George seemed to flourish in adversity. He liked good trouble,
and that is where he was at his best. So, when there were four (4) of us, we were like
fifteen (15), and those who are in this Honourable House, who were part of the
Government at the time, they knew that they had unleashed a lion when they lost the
Election. It is funny how you win, but you lose in the House, every time Nimrod stood
up. And, of course, with Dr. the Rt. Honourable Keith Mitchell and me and Brother
Bhola backing up, the four (4) of us really put up a battle.

And, Elvin George Nimrod, and you heard it from Honourable Peter David, in that
fight, he prepared himself. He would research; he would read and made sure that when
he came, he was ready. And even up to the last, he would be writing, he would be
doing something. He just wanted to make it perfect, and Elvin George Nimrod defended
the New National Party in the House, as not many could be said to have done, in any

one time over the years of politics in Grenada, and | remember him in that fight.
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And | also remember, subsequently, when he made a presentation, and the
Prime Minister said, but | didn’t hear the fight. He said, “but, Prime Minister, there is
nothing to fight for, we have fifteen (15)”, and that was the man. He quieted down
when he didn’t need to fight. But, when you needed a defender, when you needed a
backer and a supporter, Elvin George Nimrod was the man to be there behind you.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, a lot has been said about his work in Foreign Affairs
and so | would not say much except to say that his involvement in restoring relationship
and strengthening relationship with China, has resulted... One of the things I
remember, he left Grenada, nice and warm in December and he went to China in the
coldest of winters, to do his Foreign Affairs work, to do the bidding of the Government
and very importantly one of the things he did was negotiate for the Housing Projects.
As | remember, | think it was two thousand (2,000) houses, and he came back with that
and more. But he was always proud that he was able to negotiate shelter for the people
of Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Martinique.

So, while some people, who came and subsequently were saying, we have to
give up the two thousand (2,000) houses to get something else, Elvin Nimrod, when we
came back in Office, went back again, and ensured that we got the two thousand
(2,000) houses and we also got Stadium and other things for Grenada, Carriacou and
Petite Martinique. That was the nature of the man that we knew as our friend.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, his love for culture. | almost erased it, because |
thought some others would have said it, but | remember the first time | saw him
performed, was just across there in Government House. He brought down a while
battalion of Carriacouans, because they were having their thing up there in Carriacou,
but he had to bring down a whole side, and he brought down the cultural people, doing

their dance. What is the name of the dance, Sister Kindra?

Hon. Kindra Maturine-Stewart: The Big Drum Dance.
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Hon. Clarice Modeste-Curwen: The Big Drum Dance, and that man backed his
jacket and he performed with those people, with excellence. Elvin George Nimrod knew
how to be up there with the best, at the very top, in the United Nations, wherever,
defending the policies and the philosophies of Grenada, Carriacou and Petite
Martinique. But, he knew how to meet his people on the ground and perform with them.

It was no wonder that he had unbroken ties; the Shakespeare Mas, the
serenading during Christmas time, he was there with the people. And that’s a lesson for
all of us to learn that we cannot leave the people who put us there behind. And when
we falter, | think we must have the image of Elvin Nimrod, dancing with the people,
serenading with the people. If you want to be a politician, that is where you have to be.
You have to be here, but in order to stay here, you have to be there, dancing with the
people and Elvin George Nimrod knew how to dance with the people.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, a number of other things has been said, so | will
keep it short, and | know other tributes would be paid. But | just wanted to end with one
thing. | know if he was here today, he would take the vaccine, and if he was here today,
he would be encouraging Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Martinique that the vaccine is
our best option now, let us take it, let us save Grenada, Carriacou and Petite
Martinique. Let us save the world. | thank you, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker.

(Applause)

Mr. President: Senator the Honourable Terry Noel.

Sen. the Hon. Terry Noel: Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, let me just begin with a
few words from the Good Book, which reads: “For what is your life? It is a mist that
appeareth for a brief time, and afterwards will vanish away.”

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | too, associate myself and my colleagues with the
sentiments expressed in the Motion presented. Let me also express my sympathy to

the former Minister Elvin Nimrod’s family, and let me also take the time out to express
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sympathy to the Opposition Leader, who would have lost his mom. | already did that,
via the telephone, and did it in person, when we first came to the Chamber.

But, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, let me just say a few words, on behalf of the
former Minister, quickly. Due and owing to the fact that he represented Carriacou and
Petite Martinique in the first instance, as an independent candidate, that just reminded
me of the few words of an old saying, which says that: “The stone that the building
refused, sometimes becomes the head cornerstone.” In this case, it almost became
the head cornerstone, because he came closest to achieving the highest Office in the
Land, when he became the Deputy Prime Minister, and the fact that the Opposition
Leader would have mentioned the whole thing about the linchpin and so on.

But, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, there are lessons to be learnt about that,
because it teaches us that we should not give up, and perseverance is the key to
success, because at one time, he stood alone and came close to achieving the highest
position in the Land.

With all that said, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, let me just say, may their souls
Rest in Peace. Thank you. (Applause)

Mr. Speaker: Honourable Representative for St. Patrick West.

Hon. Anthony Boatswain: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. President, Mr.
Speaker, Members of the Senate and House of Representatives, | rise this morning,
with a very heavy heart, to pay tribute to a patriot, Honourable Elvin G. Nimrod.

| also wish to take this opportunity, Mr. Speaker, Mr. President, to extend
condolences to his family, relatives and friends, not only on my behalf, but on behalf of
the people of St. Patrick, both East and West, recognising that at one time, St. Patrick

and Carriacou constituted one Constituency, so we are all in it together.
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And while | am at it, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, let me also take this opportunity
to extend condolences to my dear friend and Leader of the Opposition, Honourable
Tobias Clement on the passing of his dear mother.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | must admit that for all these years, | never knew
what the ‘G’ stood for. (Laughter) In my humble opinion, | thought the ‘G’ stood for
‘God-sent’, because Elvin was indeed, to the people of Carriacou, a man sent by God.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | will like to use a quotation from a famous
Caribbean personality to describe or to encapsulate the life of Elvin G. Nimrod. And it
goes like this: “To live for oneself is to live in vain; but to live for others is to live
again.”

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, Elvin G. Nimrod’s life was not about Nimrod himself.

It was not about fame or fortune...

Sergeant-at-Arms: Mr. Deputy President.

Hon. Anthony Boatswain: Nimrod’s life, Mr. Deputy President, Mr. Speaker,
was about the people of Carriacou and Petite Martinique. Nimrod can be regarded as
someone who was people centred because everything he did, he focused on the people
of Carriacou and Petite Martinique and the welfare of the people of Carriacou and Petite
Martinique.

| can recall in the Parliament, and it was said before, he said, “I will die for the
people of Carriacou and Petite Martinique,” and this, Mr. Deputy President, Mr.
Speaker, was not empty rhetoric, it was something that came from the heart, it came
from deep within; that was how he felt. As a fellow, as we called ourselves
‘cacabawee,’ because we from Carriacou, we have this close knitted relationship, |
considered it an honour to have served in the same Cabinet and in the same Parliament
with Honourable Elvin G. Nimrod. His contributions, Mr. Deputy Speaker, Mr. President,

have been well articulated by speakers who preceded me.
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But just to recall his contribution, as a Foreign Affairs Minister and the work that
was done, as was said by the Member for the Town of St. George, the reengagement,
or the reestablishment of diplomatic relations with China, and having to deal with the
fallout with Taiwan and those Court cases, with regards to outstanding monies owed to
Taiwan, and Elvin Nimrod, as Minister for Foreign Affairs, did an excellent job in that
regard.

But, he will be best remembered for his contribution to his beloved Carriacou and
Petite Martinigue. And foremost among those contributions and achievements, Mr.
Deputy President, Mr. Speaker, | will highlight the human aspect, education. Nimrod
was relentless in his demand for scholarships for the people of Carriacou and Petite
Martinique. There was not a time that he will insist that Carriacou received its fair share
of scholarships, and who could have denied him in the manner in which he approached.
It was just very, very difficult to say: “No, Nimrod, we can’t give you more.”

When you look at the physical landscape of Carriacou today, Mr. Deputy
President, Mr. Speaker, infrastructure, the roads, | see Nimrod. Just one example
where | was born in an area called Ravine, last time | went up to Ravine and | saw a
concrete road and they said: “Nimrod constructed that road.” | said: “l can’t believe
it. 1think I have a piece of land there, | am going back and build a house there,”
because of Nimrod’s contribution in building that road.

Mr. Speaker, Land for the Landless, those who did not possess lands, Nimrod
was instrumental again, in ensuring that those people got lands. And it was because of
his outstanding contributions that, notwithstanding, the fact that he won the Carriacou
seat in 2003 by only six (6) votes, in the next General Elections, in 2008, when the Party
lost, Nimrod won by an overwhelming majority, when only four (4) NNP candidates won,
and recognizing that eight/seven (8/7), in 2003, he almost lost. Why? Because he
devoted that time to the development of the people of Carriacou and Petite Martinique,
and they reward him with that greater mandate.
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And therefore, Mr. Speaker, enough have been said, and | do not want to repeat
what was said. But one thing, again, | want to say about Nimrod, was his generosity,
his kindness. Whenever we left Grenada and went up to Carriacou, for whatever
reason, we were well received by Nimrod. | recalled, and | would give you a story and
it's true. | recalled Nimrod inviting me up to assist him in a meeting in Mt. Royal and |
stayed at his home in Hillsborough for the night and the next morning he woke up early
and he cooked some nice salt fish and bakes, with cocoa tea, and he said to me: “l am
going out, Tony help yourself.” And | was embarrassed, | helped myself to the extent

that nobody who came after me was able to help themselves. (Laughter)

Sergeant-at-Arms: Mr. President in the Chair.

Hon. Anthony Boatswain: No, it was tasting so good, Mr. President, Mr.
Speaker, | couldn’t help myself. | was embarrassed, afterwards, but | ate everything.

So, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, in summary, | want to end as | started, with a
guotation, and this time from the great American writer, Ernest Hemingway, in his
famous Novel: “For Whom the Bell Tolls”, and | paraphrase: “No man is an island
onto himself. Every man is a piece of this earth and therefore, any man’s death
diminishes us all. So, when you hear the Church bell tolls, never asked for whom
the bell tolls. It tolls for thee and it tolls for me.” Today, Mr. President, Mr.
Speaker, we are all diminished by the passing of our great friend, patriot, outstanding
son of the soil of Carriacou and Petite Martinique. But as | said in the beginning,
because Elvin Nimrod was not selfish, he will live again. | thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Thank you, Mr. President. (Applause)

Mr. Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Representative for St. Patrick West.

Mr. President: Senator St. Clair.
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Sen. the Hon. Roderick St. Clair: Good Morning, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker,
Honourable Members. | stand here, given this opportunity to contribute to what | would
say is the experience of experiences, in that, in my previous workings, | have always
heard about Carriacou, even as a young boy, a lot of persons went up to Carriacou with
their motorbikes and so on because of the road issues.

But when | was employed at the MNIB, because there was an outlet up there, |
had the opportunity to visit Carriacou and | remember the first day | went and | was like,
how is the road, it's different. And so understanding the contributions of Honourable
Nimrod in his passing, | have learnt a lot by sitting here. And the hospitality of the
persons in Carriacou and Petite Martinique, | know is very good, and with his
exceptional hospitality |1 could understand why because he always needed to be
competitive and set a good example.

| speak here today, on behalf of the fisher folks, Agriculture Sector, and of
course, throughout the length and breadth of Grenada, they would, in their own way,
have been touched by the various activities, policies and so on that Mr. Nimrod would
have, as was said: “Fought for, begged for, used special languages to lobby,” and
this is good.

So, | know that they might be smiling with their personal stories. | personally
haven’t met him or known him. The closest | knew about him in Carriacou is, |
remember going around and they said: “This is where Minister Nimrod lives.” | am
not, too sure, if it was a true story, because | didn’t validate it.

So, what | learnt here today is even for my own self and for others within this
country, that we need to live a good life. We need to live a life where, as we sit here
today and reminisce, it creates a further example for others. | listened to the children, |
would say, of Mr. Nimrod, of Senator Cox and Sister Maturine and the others, and it tells
us we need to live a good life. And | feel very humbled to be part of this experience,
because in that way, as Brother Judd has said earlier, it gives us an example by which

we can make our contributions.
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So, in this regard, to his family and his friends, both local and overseas, | want to,
on behalf of my constituents, who | sit here for, say that in a time of sorrow, you know,
in a community you may look at your family and your immediate community, but as a
Statesman who has passed, the whole of Grenada including the diaspora is by your
side, is there for you. The connections that he would have made during the Foreign
Ministries throughout the world, | know they also would have their blessings for you, the
family and of course, Grenada, as we go through this moment.

| want to take this opportunity as | stand here also, to express to our Honourable
Leader of the Opposition on the passing of his mom. It's perhaps, one of the greatest
losses you can face in that connectivity, because it's where you come from. And, we
know Carriacou, you have lost two (2) persons, but, at the end of the day, the Lord

knows how to comfort persons in a time of grief. Thank you. (Applause)

Mr. President: Thank you, Senator St. Clair.

Mr. Speaker: Honourable Oliver Joseph.

Hon. Oliver Joseph: Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | stand today to make my
contribution to this Motion on the great life that Brother Elvin Nimrod lived.

Let me also express condolences to the Leader of the Opposition, on the passing
of his mom. [I've listened to the tributes and decided to take a different approach and
reflect on my personal engagement with Minister Nimrod, because | first encountered
him as a Public Servant.

| was the Director of Trade, when the Ministry of Foreign Affairs was merged and
it became Foreign Affairs and International Trade, so | served as Director of Trade, and
two (2) years after serving as Director of Trade, in 2016, Minister Nimrod said, “l am
recommending you to be the Permanent Secretary, because | see leadership in

you.”
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And in life, in order to make it sometimes you need people who identify potential
in you, and that is what Minister Nimrod was good at. He said, “l see the potential in
you and therefore you would make a good Permanent Secretary for me.” And we
attended all these regional and international meetings, where he was highly respected
for the contributions he made.

One thing | know about him is that he took the job as Foreign Affairs Minister,
very serious, because he was representing the State and he always had that in the back
of his mind, you know. He said: “Minister, when | speak, | am representing, not only
the Government, but the State of Grenada, and therefore, | must portray myself in
a particular manner.” And he always encouraged me and gave me good advice. |
believe he was a man with a strong vision and commitment.

And when you look at the sacrifice he made to serve his constituency and serve
Grenada, he was one of the longest serving Foreign Affairs Ministers and for good
reasons, because he did an excellent job in that position. And when | retired from the
Public Service, he approached me and he said, “l think you should now enter
politics.” 1 said, “No, you are stretching it too much now, not politics. | am not
prepared to make that level of sacrifice right now, in my life.” And there is this
famous quote. | wrote it down when | was preparing, that he used to convince me. He
said: “A ship, in the harbour is safe, but that is not what ships were built for.
Ships weren’t built to stay in the harbour.” (Laughter)

So | went and | googled, because that wasn’'t his quote. He took it from
somewhere else and the explanation for this quote is: “Get out of your comfort zone
to grow and fulfil your potential.” That is what the quote mean, you know. | said,
well, 1 fulfilled my potential as a Permanent Secretary. | served for thirty (30) years, |
worked as a regional Civil Servant and my next step was to go onto the international
scene. He said, “No, come and serve your country” and he brought me to the
Leader, and the Party was in Opposition at the time. (Laughter) | remember my

friends from Barbados telling me, “You’re going into politics and you’re joining an
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Opposition Party?” (Laughter) | said, “Well, there is no other Party for me to join.
| have to join a Party that represents the working class, that is the only reason.” |
said, “I served in the Labour Movement and | have to identify with a Party that is
for workers and the working class, that’s why I’'m joining the Party.” | said,
“That’s alright, if I lose | will find a job. |am qualified enough to get a job.”

So, from the Permanent Secretary, 2006/2008, because they lost the Election in
2008, we then served in the same Cabinet in 2013. Minister Nimrod said he was so
happy to be sitting side by side, in Cabinet now, with me. He said, “You know, you’re
a real asset to the Cabinet.” Always encouraging me, always motivating me to go on,
and he had this advertorial way in debating.

And | will give you a next quote of his. He said, “Adversity and loss make a
man wise.” Again, | went and | googled that. | said, let me see what that means. And,
the meaning is: “We gain wisdom faster in difficult times than in prosperous
times.” You see how much wisdom he had and he imparted.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, it's a great loss to Grenada, not only to Carriacou,
but to Grenada. Brother Elvin Nimrod, | don’t think | could ever walk in his shoes. |
could never fit. As the current Foreign Minister now, | never knew, Mr. President, Mr.
Speaker, that one day I'll be serving in the capacity of Foreign Minister. Minister Nimrod
said, “You have the potential to grow, so come out of your comfort zone and fulfil
your dreams and your potential.”

But | say, everybody has their role in life and we are all sent here for a purpose. |
say, if it is my purpose, | will fulfil the mission given by God, and there he opened up my
thinking to serve. There is no greater service that serving in this Parliament. You know
what you have to give up. You know what Minister Nimrod gave up to come and serve
here for twenty (20) years?

We went up to Carriacou on a Retreat, and | had to get back to the hotel and
Minister Nimrod told me use his vehicle. When Minister Nimrod gave me the vehicle, |

said, “Boy, | thought when you get old, you need a nice, posh vehicle. That is the
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vehicle you have?” The man sacrificed his whole life and lived so humble and quiet.
He was not in it for the gains, for prosperity, just a humble life, and | think a man like
that must be rewarded. And he was a strong Believer, a strong Anglican, and | know
his faith was strong and he believed in eternal life. Based on the life that he lived, | am
sure that God will reward him. And so today, as | pay tribute to him, as | said | have to
cut it, because this is not the occasion to eulogise his life, it's just to pay tribute.

So, to his family, friends and all the people from Carriacou, his successor, who is
always emulating his life, | want to say to you, rest assured that he is in a better place.
So, | say, Rest in Peace, my friend, Rest in Perfect Peace, until we meet again.

(Applause)

Mr. Speaker: Honourable Parliamentary Representative for St. George South-
East.

Hon. Gregory Bowen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, |
rise to give total support to the Motion, as presented by the Prime Minister and
associated by the Senate.

| also take the opportunity, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, to join the Members of
the Senate and other Members of the House of Representatives in recognising the
contribution made by the late Honourable Nimrod, my friend, my colleague, Mr.
President, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, the way the late Elvin Nimrod integrated into the
team of the New National Party’s Administration in 1996, when we were both in the
Senate. His tenacity, his way of serving has been articulated by many persons, many of
them from the context of the House of Representatives. But since 1995, for me, 1997
for my colleague, we did what we had to do in representing at the Upper Level of the
Chambers of Parliament, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, and since then we remained

extremely close friends, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker.
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But one of the main issues, his highlight, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, was the
comradeship, a team player. He came from an independent side into the
Administration, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, and everyone recognised that this was
someone with whom we can work. And it was not only within the confines of the
Parliament, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, we have heard it from the wider sector of his
constituency, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, and from the national standpoint.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, our relationship was characterised, in addition to
representation for his people in Carriacou and Petite Martinique, serious discussions on
national issues; so it was much wider than Carriacou and Petite Martinique, his
constituents, Mr. Speaker.

He sought my advice on many matters not because he did not know, but
because he wanted a different perspective and he wanted more information, Mr.
President, Mr. Speaker, so that he can go out there and articulate well for Grenada,
Carriacou and Petite Martinique, in the many areas that he served, Mr. President, Mr.
Speaker. And that’s another solid attribute, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, that | took away
from him, and many of us, getting a different perspective, so that when you speak, you
will be listened to and you would be heard, Mr. Speaker.

His contribution to the fields of Labour, Foreign Affairs and Legal Affairs must be
commended. | remember in 2005, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, he called me from a
distance away, when he was embarking on that important mission mentioned by many
others before of re-establishing relationship, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, with Mainland
China. | remember the long and deep discussions as Leader of Government’s
Business, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, in the House, on the operations of negative and
positive Resolutions. And and even today, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | can really hold
my end in dealing with the Legal Department and how things should be done, with
respect to operationalising of many of the Laws, many Legislations and many
Resolutions that come before this House, Mr. Speaker, a legacy of his outstanding work

and the personality, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker.
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| extend to him and his family, including, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, the people
of Carriacou and Petite Martinigue and to the nation, because | want all of us to
understand that he was broader than Carriacou and Petite Martinique, all condolences,
Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, to them and to us, as well, because we too, are feeling his
loss. We are missing him as a person and he was definitely a humble and down-to-
earth person with whom everyone could collaborate and coordinate, Mr. President, Mr.
Speaker.

| want to take this opportunity to extend publicly, I've already done do, Mr.
President, Mr. Speaker, to the Leader of the Opposition, sincerest condolences on the
passing of his mother. As | told him, it was the first time | saw a lady, who just looked at
me and called me the Leader of Government’s Business. | said to him that she had
been following, and she was following the matters that were going on in her country.

So, Mr. Speaker, | wish to end by, again, recognising the contribution made by
our former colleague, and to wish again, his family, friends, and people of Carriacou and
Petite Martinique, in particular, my greatest sympathies. Thank you. (Applause)

Mr. Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Parliamentary Representative for St.
George South-East.

| must take this opportunity to join in our condolences. Let me start by saying to
the Leader of the Opposition, | feel your pain. And you know, when pain is recent, you
feel it stronger. But courage, my brother, they are just gone for a while. | am told that
this is not the end.

In 1997, | was serving, as the Chief Education Officer for the Ministry of
Education, and one Monday morning, and | am someone who made sure | am there
before 8 o’clock, | walked into the office and there was a gentleman sitting there. It was
the Honourable Elvin Nimrod. He came to introduce himself to me and to find out if |
was aquatinted with Carriacou, how well did | know Carriacou? We had a little

discussion, because | have been to Carriacou a few times before as a Cadet, camping
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and so on, and he asked me if | ever visited the schools in Carriacou. But | had not yet
visited the schools in Carriacou. He said, “Well, you must put that high up on your
agenda.” | said: “Okay.” He said: “Because, you know, I’ll be coming back,
again.” And maybe about two (2) months afterwards, he was back to find out if | did
have a chance to go to Carriacou. He started to now outline the things that he needed
in Education, in Carriacou. | said, “Well, | am just the Chief Education Officer.” He
said: “According to the Law, the responsibility for the education of the people of
the State rest in your hands, so make sure we have a better conversation next
time.” | tried.

When | left there and went to the Ministry of Works, that is when we became
friends, because we would be seeing each other on a monthly basis. The road here,
the bridge there, the drain there, the school building here, and all those parts that had to
be fixed, Brother Elvin Nimrod would be at the office. | said, “Well, go talk to your
colleague. Talk to your colleague. Look at Brother Greg there, go talk to the
man, nah.” He said, “Yes, but you are the Permanent Secretary.” And we had a
conversation that would last maybe five (5) minutes, maybe two (2) minutes, but then |
would have to run to the Minister at the time, Honourable Gregory Bowen, to say,
“Watch, please, let us see what we can do. | cannot take it no more.” (Laughter)
But he would be back next week anyway. And once | remember him saying to me,
“The Prime Minister said there is no money. The Minister for Finance said there
is no money, but how could | go back to Carriacou and tell them that we have no
money, see where you could get it, eh.”

He was my real friend, the only friend that would try to find out, if my Liquor
Cabinet was full or empty and that was not because of bribe, that was not because of
bribe, just to make sure that it was replenished, (laughter) and it was replenished. So, |
am saying this to say, think about replenishing.

Honourable Members, we have lost a hero, but it is said that heroes don’t die,

they transition and think of them as a silk cotton tree, the blossoms and the seeds fly
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many distances away. So his legacy that would remain I'm sure would stand in good
stead for Carriacou because Carriacou is not the same that | knew. In 1965, my first trip
to Carriacou, now you go to Carriacou, you go to a little Paradise. So, may God rest his
soul and may he find the light, as he travels on his new journey. (Applause)

Honourable Prime Minister.

Dr. the Rt. Hon. Keith Mitchell: Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, | stand on this very
special occasion to give the final tribute in closing this Motion as | presented earlier on.
My presentation on this would be more of a personal nature, as one of the Members did
express the long standing personal relationship that existed between him and me.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, it was around 1993 that | had the opportunity. |
heard about the name Elvin Nimrod from the Carriacouans and Petite Martiniqueans in
New York, but | never met him. But in some part of 1993, | had the opportunity to meet
him. And at that time, there was an expression by the people there that he had strong
interest in political representation for the people of Carriacou and Petite Martinique.
And the NNP Political Organisation that | then at that time led, having had problems with
the other fractions of the NNP before that, having replaced the NNP Parliamentarian,
Herbert Blaize, | was not the most welcomed person in Carriacou, at that time.

So | had to build back something with the people of Carriacou and Petite
Martinique, and so | heard about Nimrod’s popularity and of course, support. So, | did
call him and | indicated that | wished to have a discussion, and we met, talked, but | got
the clear impression, and | think it was already expressed today, that he did not want to
join any of the existing Political Parties, and the least of them would have been the
NNP, who had little or no connection in Carriacou at the time.

So, he proceeded to attach his name to the list of candidates in the 1995 General
Elections. But during the period, we knew that he had serious support from the people,
as an independent candidate, and the Opposition Leader is correct, when he said there

were six (6) persons running in that General Elections. We had the GULP candidate,
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the TNP candidate, Tobias Clement, representing the NNP, then, we had the
independent candidate, Nimrod, you had the NDC candidate, so you had six (6). So,
we proceeded to do a number of scientific surveys, leading up to the General Elections,
and found out that the independent candidate was leading in the survey, and that wasn’t
surprising, because we knew he had very popular support, and the second person
behind was the NDC candidate, Joan Purcell. | remember calling Elvin and | said to
him, “Elvin, you are ahead.” But my own experiences of politics and associating
support in scientific surveys, the percentage was about seven (7) points ahead of Joan
Purcell, and that was about two/three months before the Elections. | said to him, “Do
not rest on your laurels, because as the period comes closer to Election, people
will start asking questions, what are you going to do with that independent
candidacy? Who will you support if you win, and of course, a Party wins the
majority, who will you support?” | said, “When this thing comes down to the wire,
people will start having second thoughts.” So, we were doing rolling surveys, and
every two weeks we did a survey, Joan Purcell is gaining a point and another point and
a half and another point. Two weeks before the elections, it was almost a dead heat. |
called Nimrod and | said to him, “Elvin, you don’t know much about scientific
surveys, but I am telling you, the people want you as their Representative, but
they are having serious question marks. You may not win, not because they do
not believe you are the best candidate, but because they have doubts as to where
you will go.” So | said to him, “Tobias Clement is representing the NNP. He has
literally no chance of winning, but he is from Petite Martinique.” And, we knew
that he was going to get a lot of family support in Petite Martinique. So, | said to him.
“Let us advise Tobias to lie low and encourage his supporters, quietly, because
he couldn’t do it publicly, to support you.” He said to me, “Doc, do not worry. We
are going to win. Toby is a good boy and you should not interfere with the young
man. Let him proceed.”

As truth had it, as a result had it, he lost by twenty-three (23) votes. Toby said
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nineteen (19), it was twenty-three (23) votes. Toby got one hundred and fifty (150)
votes in Petite Martinique, so if we take a little fifty (50) out of that, Nimrod would have
been the representative in Carriacou and Petite Martinique.

So, the Government, we won the election, eight/seven. Nimrod, the most
popular person in Carriacou is not the Representative. Tobias was appointed as
Parliamentary Secretary for the people of Carriacou and Petite Martinique and Senator
in the Parliament in the country. So, over a period of time ‘95 to '96, we are in constant
discussions and people were saying, “Look, the gentlemen have the support of the
people. It makes sense to involve him, at some level, for the development of the
People of Carriacou and Petite Martinique.”

The question is, how do we do this? We already have a Senator from Carriacou
and Petite Martinique, who was Tobias Clement. So | called Tobias and this is the
story, and | said, “We have to talk.” That was late ‘95, early ‘96, and | said to Tobias,
“Look, you’re a young man, politics is a serious and dangerous business, go and
fortify yourself educationally, strengthen your hand independently with
education, because I ran for election at twenty-four (24) years.” But, | made it clear
to Mr. Blaize then, win or lose, that | am going to study, because | wanted to fortify
myself before | commit fully, to politics.

So | gave him my story, | went abroad, fortified myself educationally, worked,
attained a level of financial independence, then | returned home, at the peak of my
financial life. So | told Toby and Tobias was reluctant, because as a young man, the
Senator thing was nice and so on and the Honourable Member of Parliament,
(laughter) so, why not? So, there was reluctance. | spoke to him. We talked over and
over, and finally we organised for him to study, to go abroad and fortify himself and
Nimrod was appointed in the Senate and became the Parliamentary Representative for
Carriacou and Petite Martinique and Minister for Legal Affairs.

Well, Honourable Gregory Bowen was also made Senator at the time in the

Government and made Minister for Works. | am making these two (2) points, because
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something critical happened afterwards. The Government of the day then, we had eight
(8) Parliamentarians and the harsh reality was you have to run the country. So, when |
looked to the team, | realised that we needed to bring in Members from the Senate to
help us to manage Ministries. Because there is a perception that because | win my
seat, | must run Ministry, that is general. | think up to today you have that sort of mind-
set and that’s why the founding fathers of this System always said, the Senate can be
used to help you to manage Government.

So, when we are elected as a Parliamentary Representative, we are elected to
represent our constituency, not to manage any Ministry. You may be asked by the
Prime Minister of the day, to take on the responsibility, but it becomes something
historical, over the years, that some of us, when we become an elected Member, we
must run a Ministry. And, if somebody, as a Senator and they are given a Ministry to
run and | am not running one, something is wrong. So, you could imagine what | had to
face in ‘95 to ‘99. Sometimes Cabinet meetings were like a war. People don’t know the
story, “Oh, this man didn’t win no seat. | won my seat and this man is a big
Minister.” (Laughter) I will not call names, but | am making a point, for what it's worth.

And | remember, one day, after we had a torrid time in Cabinet, Nimrod came
outside with me, put his hand on my shoulder, and he said to me, | don’t know how you
make it, you know, you're really strong. | realised you're getting a lot of licks for me and
Bowen, because clearly, they had senior positions in Government, especially Gregory,
who was running what everybody considered, one of the key Ministries of Government,
the Ministry of Works. So, the point | am really making is, Nimrod understood what |
was going through. He understood the decision that | made was in the interest of the
country, not of myself and not of himself or the other Member, Honourable Gregory
Bowen, at the time, but what was best for the country, attempting to manage the affairs
of the country.

Now, the second point | want to make about that period. | learnt, over a period of

time, there were a number of activities happening in the Sister Isle of Petite Martinique
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that were not sounding good and that, because there were no Customs in Carriacou, in
Petite Martinique, no Customs Department, there were no security, no Police Station,
nothing, in Petite Martinique. So | said, well, how can we run a country with one part of
the country, there is no Police Station, no Customs? | was less concerned about
Customs. | was more concerned about security. So, the decision was made that we
must have some Security Unit in Petite Martinique. So, | can consulted Regional
Governments that we needed to do this, because there were stories that other countries
were facing from activities on that part of the country of Grenada.

The decision was made that we must take steps. The question was, how do you
do it with the history of Petite Martinique having been able to do what they wished, and
no one is there to institute Law as we know it, in other parts of the country, or other
parts of the Region. So, | realised the problem was a serious one, but we had to take a
decision.

So, I called. | know, if we attempted to go to Petite Martinique, and start to talk to
about a Police Station, there would be problems. We found that out, there would be
problems. So, | had to call in Nimrod, and | called in Nimrod, because he’s then the
Parliamentary Secretary for Carriacou and Petite Martinique, and also the person that
was very popular in Carriacou. Not maybe, as popular in Petite Martinique, but very
popular in Carriacou, and by implication, the combined Carriacou and Petite Martinique.

So, | gave him the whole story, what was happening, the security issues involved
and | said, | can’t do it without you. If you don’t support me and support this, | can’t do
it, and it's going to be a problem and a blot on the Government and our period of
service. After | spoke to him, he listened carefully, and said to me, “Prime Minister,
leadership is not a simple thing. This must be done and | will be with you and |
will be with the country. | will speak to the people of Carriacou and Petite
Martinique. | know some may not like it, but | will brave the weather.” And, | will
never forget going to Carriacou. And Nimrod stood up in a public meeting and that is

when | gained the greatest respect for him, because | could not say it, then. And he
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said, he laid the foundation about responsibility, gave one of the best speeches I've
heard from a Representative, over the years. He was clear, he was strong, powerful to
the people and to the country, and | sat there and listened and | said that is leadership.
There were some grumblings.

So, two (2) two weeks later, the decision was to go to Petite Martinique to
announce that we were having a Police Station. Well, security information came back;
your life is in danger. If you are thinking of going to Petite Martinique to establish a
Police Station, your life is in danger. My friends, and meanwhile, we had Regional
Security people warning me personally, of statements coming out of Petite Martinique,
so | had to decide. And the sad thing and | think it was mentioned, | think, by the
present Representative, that the Opposition in Grenada at the time, was not
demonstrating that level of responsibility that you expected on a serious issue of
Security. And I've always said and Nimrod always would articulate this, there are some
issues, colleagues, and all of us must remember this, Nimrod is gone and we’re going
one day. We have to leave this House one day. And, we must always remember our
responsibility, first, is to what is right. It is not always what is popular.

When you are right and you do what you know is right and people are clear that it
iS not games you are playing, you never lose permanent support. You may lose
temporary support, but people learn to respect you, if you stand on principle and you
stay with it. You take the necessary licks that come at the moment, but you do not
change, over a period of time and play games, people don’t leave you permanently.

So, we decided we were going to Petite Martinique. Well, | had to bring up a
whole boat load of SSU, seriously, SSU for so, going to Petite Martinique. | have never
seen more cross faces in my life. (Laughter) We were turning the sod for this Police
Station. If there were five (5) people from Petite Martinique close by us, we had a lot.
But, all the people on the periphery were mad, and Nimrod was standing there with me;
that was the scene.

Meanwhile, the Opposition was leading a demonstration in Grenada. The
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Opposition in Grenada, you know, leading a demonstration through the Market in St.
George’s, how | was going to destroy the people of Petite Martinique and all kinds of
stuff. They didn’t come to Petite Martinique to do it; they stay in Grenada, St. George’s,
making trouble.

Nimrod stood his ground. The Police Station was built. We had a section for
some aspects of Customs, limited as it was, but that as | said was the secondary issue.
And the Station was built and we got our friends, regionally and internationally, we said
we need help. So, they organised a basketball court in Petite Martinique, a Desalination
Plant to bring water to the people and so on, during the period of the building of the
Police Station. So by the time the Police Station was built, there was a level of
understanding. So, when we went back to formally open, there was still hostility from
the people, but there was a clearer understanding of the necessity. That is how the
Police Station was built in Petite Martinique, and Elvin Nimrod, more than | and the
Government, had to give the greatest credit, because without his support, we would not
have been brave enough to go there. So, | make this point and repeat it for what it's
worth, as a lesson to all of us, the young Parliamentarians coming to serve, to always
remember to stand for what is right, not what not what you believe is popular, always.

So, as it happened, we lost one Member of our Parliament in 1998 late, the
history of that is known, and therefore, we had to have a General Election in ‘99. So,
Nimrod ran with the New National Party and therefore, we were victorious. You would
remember that was the first clean sweep of the NNP in 1999. Colleagues, Carriacou
was transformed between 1999 and 2003. The history of Carriacou and Petite
Martinique is simply this. Before that period and it was said, | can’t remember which
Member said it, there were two (2) Prime Ministers from Carriacou before and Petite
Martinique, no roads.

| remember, as Minister for Communication, in the first NNP Government, in
1984, when we decided to get the new Telephone System, because PRG left us with a

Crossbar System, which was an obsolete system, so we had Modern Telecom System.
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The Canadian Government gave us the money to build a Modern Telephone System.
So, | told Mr. Blaize, when he goes to Carriacou on weekends, we lost connection with
the Prime Minister. There was no telephone connection. | said, we want to put the
Modern System, the Digital System in Carriacou first. Mr. Blaize told me, “Don’t do
that, the people are going to be mad with him.” | said, “They can’t be mad with
the Prime Minister being given connection to the country, as a priority. Let me
take the licks.” That's how Carriacou and Petite Martinique became the first part of the
Island to receive the Modern Telephone System. So, Carriacou didn’t have roads,
telephone, electricity was a joke, only in certain parts.

Nimrod, under his leadership, 1999 to 2003, modernised Carriacou and Petite
Martinique. All the roads through all the different sections that you see, the fact is, we
spent millions and millions of dollars. And you know the good thing is, as | mentioned a
while ago, historically, the GULP Government, before, during the period, never got
much votes in Carriacou. So, the GULP Government wrote off Carriacou and Petite
Martinique, as far as when they were in Office, there were hardly anything done in
Carriacou and Petite Martinique, because they never expected votes. And since their
Carriacou Representative, when they got into Office as Prime Minister did not do much,
so it meant that the place was left without serious development. So Nimrod has to get
most of the credit, and that is the point | am making here today, for the transformation of
Carriacou. As a modern part of Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Martinique, he has to be
given credit.

But in the process of all that work, and that’'s another message | want to give to
the young Parliamentarians that Nimrod got to understand. Ffrom 1999 to 2003, all the
roads, telephone all over the place, electricity, he even attempted to bring in Water
Services. Yet, in 2003, he barely won by six (6) votes. What is the message there,
colleagues? Don’t believe that you can just build roads, do all the work and don’t

connect on the ground, you can still lose, and that has happened a lot of times with
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Parliamentarians. It is not just the work. When people receive the service, they already
said, that’s his job, but if you don’t connect on the ground with them...

So | remember meeting with Nimrod after the Election. | said, “Do you realise
you’ve done more work than any of us in our constituency on the Mainland?” And
he said that one hit him hard. So we sat and | gave him my understanding of how | built
connection in my own constituency, because people don’t know this. In 1984, when |
ran, | only got 60% of the votes. So | built that by connecting with people, particularly, in
the areas | felt | did not do well in, one and one. | said, “You need to go back and
build that connection.”

Colleagues, when we lost in 2008, and | think someone said it already, the only
Representative that increased their support, from 2003 to 2008, when we lost, it was
Elvin Nimrod. | had 87% of the votes in 2003 and in 2008, | got 84%, so | lost also.
Nimrod was the only Representative, who increased his support in his Constituency,
from 2003/2008, when we ended up in Opposition, and the story of being in Opposition
is well-known.

Colleagues, that Election loss was a lesson. | remember in Opposition then, the
Speaker of the House then, | won’t call names, everyone should know, had a certain
problem with me as Leader of the Opposition, and he then transferred it to Nimrod also,
because in Opposition, the Speaker, at the end of Parliamentary debates, used to give,
he said he was giving the Ben Jones Award for the best delivery at Presentations.
(Laughter) And, he will never, with all the presentations of Nimrod and whatever | did,
you know who was getting the award? And, | see him starting to smile, Honourable
Roland Bhola, (laughter) because Roland Bhola had a way, when he is giving you
political licks, he’s making a nice statement to make you feel nice, otherwise. But, when
Nimrod and the Opposition Leader speak, it was licks down the line. (Laughter) So, he
had a strong problem with both myself and Elvin Nimrod, but he was passionate, very
passionate, throughout his entire period. Whether it was in Government, Nimrod got up

and spoke, and you could have felt the passion with which he spoke. And | think he will
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always be remembered for the level of presentation and debates, which took place
during his period of service.

And you know during his Ministerial responsibilities as Legal Affairs, Attorney
General, Foreign Affairs, Labour, my friends, the personal experiences that | have had
with Nimrod was this. It was said that you never saw him vex. | saw him got vex
already, but you know, he never had the hatred that some of us bring in the politics. We
have debates, you criticise and that’s a right, it's good for the country, good for the
Parliament, but some of us carry it outside of the House, into personal things, deep
personal attacks, which is so unnecessary. Nimrod never got into this. The Honourable
Peter David, it was clear and he’s right. | saw them hugging up and laughing after a
Parliamentary Session, which Nimrod shared much licks. Nimrod gave, but they were
hugging afterwards. That is what the politics should be about. We should not carry our
personal, political feelings, at a level outside, that we can divide our people.

| mean, in the United States today, we are talking about this, and Nimrod and |
spoke a lot about this too. This idea of this personal thing where we can divide our
country and get people to fight one another and so on, that does not make sense. In
final analysis, we have to live together. This is a family in Grenada, it's a family society.
We end up sometimes, hurting one another’s family, simply because we hurt an
individual.

The biggest problem that | know, and Nimrod felt strongly about that, that the
country had over the years, was the division among people for political problems. The
GULP lost a lot of political support, because when you hurt one person you believe it’s
one person, sometimes it's a village you hurt. The biggest fault of the Revolution was
not on policy, not in programmes, but the pain of hurting individuals. And | believe,
most of the persons, who supported the Revolution, including me then, learnt that
lesson; that you do not hurt people beyond the political views you express, which will be
different from theirs, passionately so, because in the final analysis, you may be hurting

your own brother and your own sister. That’s the message Nimrod would have left us.
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Finally, Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, it's one of the most difficult periods, and
that’'s something all of us have to learn. | watched him and | saw some of the physical
issues and | approached him and | think it's something all of us, as we traverse this
path, colleagues, we all have to think about our own period of service and knowing that
this is a time. There is no permanence in this, and we are not in charge of our own
destiny. We have to prepare ourselves for leaving this place. | am speaking to myself
and speaking to everybody, and | know it was tough for him and it will be tough for
every one of us, deciding to leave a position of responsibility that you love, in terms of
the service. It can’t be easy, and it won’t be easy.

We spoke, and the decision that he himself came to, that he should allow and
recommend someone else to move forward as representing the people of Carriacou
and Petite Martinique. It was a difficult one for me, for him, and we discussed and he
said, “Look, at the end of this, our service should not end when we leave this
House, if we are still alive and physically well. If we have all these years of
experience and a Government in Office, whether it’'s Opposition or Government
and they don’t want to use your experience, then they will be the ones that are
losing, not us.”

Those of us who have served in “This Place” for a long time have something to
give to others, whether in Government or Opposition, and we should feel free to give it.
We don’t have to always be in a position of authority to provide service. And | spoke
about his being an Advisor to the Government, at the end of his period of service, when
the Election was held and the results came out. And we agreed, and he had indicated
of medical attention that he was seeking abroad and when he returned and was
comfortable, and felt that he had passed whatever stage, that he would in fact, get back
to me to indicate when he could start.

Unfortunately, that never happened, and many times | called and sometimes,
was not able to get him, and | would call some of my other friends in the Parliament and

outside as friends, and | did not even know when he left. And this is the painful part of
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this entire exercise, that | didn’t have the opportunity to, at least, be able to see him and
speak to him in those final periods.

| want to leave us with this message and this is, during this time, make no
enemies. | repeat. Nimrod did not leave enemies. | will not leave enemies. The
message is, men have life and service, is one, and the last one, every day, make it one
more day in preparation for our departure from this House. That was Nimrod’s legacy
and that is the legacy all of us must leave.

| want to therefore express sympathy to his immediate family and the entire
family of Carriacou and Petite Martinique on his passing. His remains are now in Miami.
The family have been in touch, up to yesterday, to indicate their plans to bring the body
back to Grenada, hopefully next week. There are certain things that have to be done,
and negotiations and preparation for a service and funeral in Carriacou would also be
made. A team of Public Servants are now working with the family in preparation for

those days. Colleagues, we have lost a brother.

(The Prime Minister began crying - In a tearful tone he continued)

Dr. the Rt. Hon. Keith Mitchell: We have lost a friend. May his soul Rest in
Peace. Goodbye, my brother. Thank you. (Applause)

Question put and agreed to.

Motion approved.

Mr. Speaker: Honourable Members, let me invite you to now please stand and

pay tribute for a Moment of Silence.

(Moment of Silence observed)
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Adjournment

Mr. Speaker: May his soul Rest in Peace. Pray be seated. Leader of

Government’'s Business.

Hon. Gregory Bowen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, | beg to move

the adjournment of these Honourable Houses, sine die.

Question put and agreed to.
The Houses adjourned sine die at 12:55 p.m.
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