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EXPLANATORY NOTES


This Bill seeks to amend the Drug Abuse (Prevention and Control) Act Cap 84A by decriminalising the use of cannabis by Rastafarians in places of worship and to allow persons who have attained the age of eighteen years, to produce supply or offer to supply small amount of cannabis.
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DRUG ABUSE (PREVENTION AND CONTROL) (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2021

GRENADA 

ACT NO.		OF 2021

AN ACT to amend the Drug Abuse (Prevention and Control) Act CAP. 84A. 

BE IT ENACTED by the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate and the House of Representatives and by the authority of the same as follows—

Short title 
1.	This Act may be cited as the 

DRUG ABUSE (PREVENTION AND CONTROL) (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2021,

and shall be read as one with the Drug Abuse (Prevention and Control) Act CAP. 84A, hereinafter referred to as the “principal Act”.

Amendment to section 2 of principal Act 
2.	Section 2 of the principal Act is amended in subsection (1), by inserting the following new definitions in the appropriate alphabetical order—

““place of worship” means a place designated by the Minister as a place of worship of the Rastafarian faith under section 12A;

“public place” means any place accessible to the general public or place of collective use, regardless of ownership or right of access but does not include—

(a) 	places of worship; and

(b)	privately occupied residences;

“Rastafarian faith” means the moral belief system followed by Rastafarians;

“sacrament” means a religious ceremony or ritual regarded as imparting divine grace;

“smoke”, in relation to a substance, means—

(a)	to inhale, exhale, burn, combust or vaporize the substance; or

(b)	to carry any lighted or heated device, pipe or other product, whether natural or synthetic, for the inhalation of the substance in any manner or in any form;”.

Amendment to section 5 of principal Act
3.	Section 5 of the principal Act is amended by inserting after subsection (3) the following new subsection— 

“(4)	The provisions of this section do not apply to a person who has attained the age of eighteen years and—

(a)	produces, supplies or offers for supply not more than—

(i)	[twenty-eight] grams of cannabis or cannabis resin; and

			(ii)	[five] plants of the genus cannabis; or

(b)	is an adherent of the Rastafarian faith who produces, supplies or offers for supply cannabis—

(i)	solely for religious purposes as a sacrament in adherence to the Rastafarian faith; and

(ii)	at a place of worship.”.

Amendment to section 6 of principal Act
4.	Section 6 of the principal Act is amended by inserting after subsection (4) the following new subsection— 

“(5)	The provisions of this section do not apply to a person who has attained the age of eighteen years and—

(a)	has in his or her possession not more than—

(i)	[twenty-eight] grams of cannabis or cannabis resin; and

			(ii)	[five] plants of the genus cannabis; or

(b)	is an adherent of the Rastafarian faith who has in his or her possession cannabis—

(i)	solely for religious purposes as a sacrament in adherence to the Rastafarian faith; and

(ii)	at a place of worship.”.

Amendment to section 7 of principal Act
5.	Section 7 of the principal Act is amended by inserting after subsection (2) the following new subsection— 

“(3)	The provisions of this section do not apply to a person who has attained the age of eighteen years and—

(a)	handles not more than—

(i)	[twenty-eight] grams of cannabis or cannabis resin; and

			(ii)	[five] plants of the genus cannabis; or

(b)	is an adherent of the Rastafarian faith who handles cannabis—

(i)	solely for religious purposes as a sacrament in adherence to the Rastafarian faith; and

(ii)	at a place of worship.”.
Amendment to section 11 of principal Act
6.	Section 11 of the principal Act is amended by inserting after subsection (2) the following new subsection— 

“(3)	The provisions of this section do not apply to a person who has attained the age of eighteen years and—

(a)	cultivates not more than [five] plants of the genus cannabis; or

(b)	is an adherent of the Rastafarian faith who cultivates cannabis—

(i)	solely for religious purposes as a sacrament in adherence to the Rastafarian faith; and

(ii)	at a place of worship.”.

Insertion of new sections 13A to 13C to principal Act
7.	The principal Act is amended by inserting after section 13 the following new sections— 

“Designation of places of worship
13A.	Notwithstanding the provisions of this Act, the Minister may by Order designate any premises or place as a place of worship of the Rastafarian faith for the purposes of this Act. 

Smoking in a public place 
13B.	(1)	A person who smokes or uses cannabis or cannabis resin in a public place commits an offence and is liable on summary conviction to a fine of [five hundred dollars].

(2)	Notwithstanding subsection (1), the Minister may by Order prescribe a list of approved public places where the smoking of cannabis or cannabis resin may be allowed.

	Operating a motor vehicle etc. while under the influence
	13C.	A person who, whilst under the influence of cannabis—

(a)	operates, navigates or is in actual physical control of any motor vehicles, aircraft or ship; or

(b)	does anything which constitutes negligence, professional malpractice or professional misconduct,

commits an offence and is liable on summary conviction to a fine of [five hundred dollars].”.

Amendment of Second Schedule to principal Act
8.	The principal Act is amended in the Second Schedule by deleting the word “fifteen” where it appears and substituting therefor the word [“thirty”].







Passed by the House of Representatives this 	day of 		, 2021.


……………………………………………….
Clerk to the House of Representatives  


Passed by the Senate this 		day of 			, 2021.


………………………………………………..
Clerk to the Senate
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