

SENATE

_____________________


10th Parliament							Wednesday 								 
4th Session								July 14, 2021
	
No. 3 of 2021							at 10:00 a.m.

ORDER PAPER
(Pursuant to Standing Order No. 13)



1. Formal Entry of Mr. President.


2. Prayers.


3. Oath of Allegiance or Affirmation of a new Senator.


4. Confirmation of Minutes:

· Confirmation of the Minutes of the proceedings of a Sitting of the Senate held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s on                                             Wednesday 2nd and Tuesday 8th June, 2021.
 

5. Messages from the Governor-General.


6. Announcements by Mr. President.


7. Ministerial Statements.


8. Presentation of Papers and Reports from Select Committees:

· Grenada Development Bank - Annual Report 2020 (GDB)


9. Petitions.


10. Government Notices.


11. Unofficial Notices.


12. Questions:

Senator the Honourable Tessa Alexander St. Cyr, will ask the Minister for Infrastructure Development, Public Utilities, Energy, Transport & Implementation, Senator the Honourable Norland Cox, the following questions:

Unanswered at Sitting of the Senate held on Tuesday November 10, 2020 

Question 1

In relation to the National Youth Ambassadors Programme:

The Minister is asked to provide a copy of each of the completed application forms for the Youth Ambassadors programme.









Senator the Honourable Tessa St. Cyr, will ask the Leader of Government’s Business, Senator the Honourable Simon Stiell, the following questions:

Unanswered at Sitting of the Senate on Wednesday June 2 and Tuesday June 8, 2021

QUESTION NO. 1

Question to the Leader of Government’s Business on List of Advisors to the Government 

Can the Leader of Government’s Business provide a list of all advisors to the government recruited during the period 2013 – 2018 and 2018 to present, their job descriptions, remuneration and benefit packages.

QUESTION NO. 2

Question to the Leader of Government’s Business on Tabling of Report in Parliament

In accordance with Part 2, Division 1, Section 6 of the Education Act of Grenada, 2002, the Minister for Education must table in Parliament an annual report on the state of education in Grenada within 12 months of the end of each school year.  Can the Leader of Government’s Business indicate when such a report for the school years 2018-2019 and 2019-2020 would be so tabled?


QUESTION NO. 3

Question to the Leader of Government’s Business on Food deliveries to schools

Can the Leader of Government’s Business provide a list of unauthorised food deliveries to schools across Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Martinique, within the last year, indicating:

a). The donors of the food.
b). The type of food (e.g. cooked, canned, bottled).
c). The condition of the food (e.g. fresh, expired).
d). The specific school to which the food was delivered.
e). The date (s) on which the food was delivered.

QUESTION NO. 4

Question to the Leader of Government’s Business on Contracts

As it relates to the types of employment contract being used by government, can the Leader of Government’s Business:
a). Explain the difference between Contracts of Service and Contracts for Service, including duration/length of contract?
b). What criteria are being used to determine who gets Contracts of Service and Contracts for Service?
c). What is the difference in remuneration and benefits of the above-mentioned contracts?

Senator the Honourable Roderick St. Clair would ask the Leader of Government Business, Senator the Honourable Simon Stiell the following questions:

QUESTION NO. 1

Questions to the Leader of Government’s Business on Praedial Larceny Fund

a). (i) 	Is the Praedial Larceny Fund as set out in section 17 of the Praedial Larceny Act (Act No. 5 of 2005) in existence and operational?
(ii) 	If the fund does not exist, then provide an explanation for this deviation.

b). If the Fund is existent and operational, then:
(i) What is the dollar value in the Praedial Larceny Fund as of: (i) December 31, 2020; (ii) March 31, 2021?
(ii) When was the last month and year monies were caused to be paid into the Praedial Larceny Fund? 
(iii) What was the dollar value the last monies that were caused to be paid into the Praedial Larceny Fund?
(iv) When was the last month and year monies were caused to be paid out from the Praedial Larceny Fund? 
(v) What was the dollar value of the last monies that were caused to be paid out from the Praedial Larceny Fund?

Question No. 2

Questions to the Leader of Government’s Business on the requirement for every Ministry and Department to prepare workplans as is required by Division 4, Clause 16 (3) of the Public Finance Management Act Regulations of 2015.

a). Are workplans in the form required by the Public Finance Management Act Regulations 2015, section 16 (3) available for the following Ministries and their related Departments.

i. Agriculture 
ii. Lands
iii. Fisheries

b). Provide copy of the workplan that are available for each Ministry and their related Departments as identified below:

i. Agriculture 
ii. Lands
iii. Fisheries

c). As is required by section 16 (5) (c) of the Public Finance Management Act Regulations of 2015, provide the Uniform Resource Locators (urls) for the Corporate Plan of each of the Ministries and their related Departments identified below:

i. Agriculture 
ii. Lands
iii. Fisheries


Question No. 3

Questions to the Leader of Government’s Business on Scholarships awarded to Grenadians in the field of Agriculture and Fisheries and their related fields over the past ten (10) years at the Bachelor, Masters, PhD and Post-Doctoral levels.

a). Provide the number of Scholarships in Agriculture and its related fields by the following criteria in the table below by year for the past 10 years:

	Table 1 (a)

	Year
	Field of Agriculture
	Degree Level
	Number of Scholarships
	Completed, returned to Grenada and Working in Agriculture Field
	Completed, returned to Grenada and Not Working in Agriculture Field
	Continuing to complete Studies
	Continuing Advance Studies

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


b). Provide number of Scholarships in Fisheries and its related fields by the following criteria in the table below by year for the past 10 years:

	Table 1 (b)

	Year
	Field of Fisheries
	Degree Level
	Number of Scholarships
	Completed, returned to Grenada and Working in Fisheries or related field
	Completed, returned to Grenada and Not Working in Fisheries
	Continuing to complete Studies
	Continuing Advance Studies

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




c). Provide the total number of Scholarships by year, field of study and degree level for the past 10 years in the table below. 

	Table 1 (c)

	Year
	Field of Study
	BSc
	Masters
	PhD
	Post-Doctoral

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	




13. Personal Explanations.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
14. Motions.


15. Bills:

For First Reading and Remaining Stages:

· COVID-19 Cancellation of Carnival August Celebrations Bill, 2021
· Police (Amendment) Bill, 2021
· Road Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 2021










16. Public Business:

a) By Senator the Honourable Mondy André Lewis:

Labour Senator’s Resolution to Parliament on Vaccination and Workers

WHEREAS the world is experiencing a health pandemic (COVID-19); 

AND WHEREAS the pandemic has and continue to claim the lives of millions of people across the world;

AND WHEREAS this pandemic has caused economic and social fallout unknown to man in recent history;

AND WHEREAS these fallouts impacted working people to the extent of degrading their social status to that of poor and marginalised;

AND WHEREAS to save lives and address the economic and social fallout from the pandemic Grenada imposed a State of Emergency (SOE);

AND WHEREAS Grenada has been following the protocols set out by the WHO;

AND WHEREAS those activities have caused the citizens to so far enjoy protection from the pandemic;

AND WHEREAS vaccination has been introduced as another measure to control the spread of the disease; 

AND WHEREAS the on-going reopening of the Country’s border will continue to increase the risk of possible COVID-19 infections;

AND WHEREAS the Government through the Prime Minister has said that the State will not make vaccination mandatory;

AND WHEREAS some employers are now openly or surreptitiously making vaccination mandatory for the continued employment of workers;

AND WHEREAS vaccination was not a condition of employment for existing workers;

NOW THEREFORE this Parliamentary Sitting of the Senate hereby resolves as follows: 

· That no employer should make vaccination a condition of employment for existing workers.

· That where workers are coerced into taking the vaccine, the employer should be liable where there are adverse reactions associated with the vaccination.

· All employers must secure health insurance for all workers in their employ.

· That there should be at least two brands of vaccines to allow for choices. 

b) By Senator the Honourable Roderick St. Clair:

On Price Control Measures for Agriculture Inputs for Farmers

WHEREAS farmers have been experiencing increased cost of agriculture input resulting in higher cost of agriculture products to consumers;

AND WHEREAS the Supplies Control Act 314 of 1958 (Amended by Act No. 54 of 1979, Act No. 17 of 1980.) provides for the maintenance of supplies and services essential to the life of the community by regulating the import and export of such supplies, the prices at which such supplies may be sold, and for purposes connected therewith;

AND WHEREAS the current List of Price Control Items include: (a) Agriculture implements at 33.3 percent maximum markup; and (b) cutlasses, forks, hoes, machetes attract 25 percent maximum markup;

AND WHEREAS crop and animal farmers would use a wide range of approved agriculture input such as fertilisers, seeds, antibiotics, pesticides that are available on the market, to improve their production or combat the perils of pest and disease;

AND WHEREAS these inputs not being on the approved list of price control results in astronomically high cost of inputs, high cost of agriculture production and endangers the maintenance of supplies and services essential to the life of the community and the Grenada’s overall food security;

AND WHEREAS lower cost of inputs can result in lower cost of agriculture products resulting in increased food security and increased competitiveness of Grenada’s agriculture;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Senate supports this motion to update the current Price Control List to include agriculture inputs. 



c) By Senator the Honourable Roderick St. Clair:

On the Expansion of the Curriculum of to include Fisheries at the T. A. Marryshow Community College 

WHEREAS during the period 1979/1980 the Government of Grenada established the Grenada Fisheries School to develop and improve the competency of Grenadians in the Fishing Industry;

AND WHEREAS Grenada’s Fisheries School contributed to improved knowledge, improved fishing techniques, increased fish catch and fish processing;

AND WHEREAS the Grenada Fisheries School was discontinued over three decades and several of the fisheries officers and fishermen are either retired or soon to be retired; 

AND WHEREAS T.A. Marryshow Community College (TAMCC) was established by Act 315B of 2009 and with objectives as outlined in Clause 4 (1) and (2) of the Act that allows the College to expand its academic offering; 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Senate supports this motion for the TAMCC to expand its academic programme to include Fisheries Certified Training within its existing School of Agriculture;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the existing Mirabeau Agriculture School of the TAMCC be renamed the Grenada Agriculture and Fisheries Training School (GAFTS) to provide for the inclusion of Fisheries in its academic portfolio.



d) By Senator the Honourable Roderick St. Clair:

On the Need for Increased Resources for the Police to Fight Praedial Larceny 

WHEREAS farmers continue to suffer increased losses due to praedial larceny despite the enactment of new legislations in August 2020; 

AND WHEREAS the increased incidents of praedial larceny can cause farmers’ morale to decrease, negatively impacting our food security and food safety;

AND WHEREAS the Police Force is charged with the responsibility of enforcing the laws and regulations pertaining to praedial larceny;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Senate supports this motion to provide the Police Force with the required resources to arrest and reduce farmers’ losses due to praedial larceny such that our food security and food safety can be improved; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT should this motion be passed that: 

· The House of Representatives be so informed of the decision of the Senate; and 

· The Government provides an immediate injection of resources within this fiscal year such that the Police Force can improve its fight on praedial larceny. 



17.  Adjournment.      
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