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SENATE

_____________________


10th Parliament							Wednesday 								 
4th Session								June 02, 2021
	
No. 2 of 2021							at 9:00 a.m.

ORDER PAPER
(Pursuant to Standing Order No. 13)



1. Formal Entry of Mr. President.


2. Prayers.


3. Oath of Allegiance or Affirmation of a new Senator.


4. Confirmation of Minutes:

· Confirmation of the Minutes of the proceedings of a Sitting of the Senate held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s on                                             Wednesday 27th January, 2021.
 
· Confirmation of the Minutes of the proceedings of a Joint Sitting of the both Houses of Parliament (to pay tribute to Hon. Elvin Nimrod on his passing) held at the Parliament Chamber, Mt. Wheldale, St. George’s on                                            Tuesday 16th February, 2021.
5. Messages from the Governor-General.


6. Announcements by Mr. President.


7. Ministerial Statements.


8. Presentation of Papers and Reports from Select Committees:

1. Grenada Authority for the Regulations of Financial Institutions (GARFIN) Annual Report and Accounts 2019.

1. Report of the Director of Audit, Grenada on the Financial Statements of the Basic Needs Trust Fund (BNTF) – Grenada for the Period 1st January 2019 to 31st December, 2019.

1. The Grenada Council for Technical and Vocational Education and Training/National Training Agency (GCTVET/NTA) 2019 Annual Report. 

1. Tenth Annual Report of the Office of the Ombudsman, for the period 1st January to 31st December, 2019.

1. Report of the Director of Audit, Grenada on the Climate Smart Agriculture and Rural Enterprise Programme (SAEP) for the period ended 31st December, 2019.

1. Report of the Director of Audit Grenada on the Resources managed for the period from 1st January, 2019 to 31st December, 2019 by the Project Accounting Unit in the Ministry of Finance for the OECS Regional Agriculture Competitiveness Project (AGRICOM) and the Income and Expenditure for the accounting period ending 31st December, 2019.

1. Report of the Director of Audit, Grenada on the Resources Managed for the period from 1st January, 2019 to 31st December, 2019 by the Project Accounting Unit within the Ministry of Finance, Energy, Planning, Economic Development for the Caribbean Regional Communications Infrastructure Programme (CARCIP) and the Income and Expenditure for the accounting period ending 31st December, 2019.



1. Report of the Director of Audit, Grenada on the Resources Managed for the period 1st January to 31st December, 2019 by the Project Accounting Unit within the Ministry of Finance, Planning Economic Development and Physical Development OECS Regional Tourism Competitiveness (ORTC) Project and the Income and Expenditure for the accounting period ending 31st, 2019.

1. Report of the Director of Audit Grenada, on the Resources Managed for the period 1st January, 2019 to 31st December, 2019 by the Project Accounting Unit within the Ministry of Finance, Energy, Planning, Economic Development, and Physical Development, Regional Disaster Vulnerability Reduction Project (RDVRP).

1. The Annual Report, Financial Statement and Audit Report thereon of the Grenada Investment Development Corporation (GIDC) for the year ended 31st December, 2018.

1. Fiscal Responsibility Oversight Committee 2020 Annual Report on the Status of Implementation of the Fiscal Responsibility Act, (No. 29 of 2015). 




9. Petitions:

(a) By Senator the Honourable Roderick St. Clair

We the undersigned farmers of the state of Grenada Carriacou and Petite Martinique hereby petition for the review of the existing agreement between the Government of Grenada and the Caribbean Agro Industries Limited so that farmers can have more affordable feed.

We therefore seek the support of the Legislative

And your petitioners as in duty bound, will ever pray.



10. Government Notices.

11. Unofficial Notices.


12. Questions:

Senator the Honourable Roderick St. Clair would ask the Leader of Government’s Business, Senator the Honourable Simon Stiell the following questions:

Unanswered at Sitting of the Senate held on Wednesday January 27, 2021

QUESTION NO. 1

Questions to the Leader of Government’s Business on Praedial Larceny

a. What is the number of Farmers ID, generated to date by the Ministry of Agriculture?
b. How many vendors have now been registered as is required under the Praedial Larceny Act as amended in 2020?
c. If none, when is registration of vendors scheduled to commence?
d. How many members currently make up the Praedial Larceny Task?



QUESTION NO. 2

Questions to the Leader of Government’s Business on Land Policy

a. Has the Ministry of Agriculture and Lands developed a Land Use Policy for Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Martinique?
b. If yes, has the Land Use Policy been implemented?
c. If not, is there an implementation plan for the Land Use Policy?
d. Is the Land Use Policy document available to the public?


QUESTION NO. 3

Questions to the Leader of Government’s Business on Fisheries

Government has reported that 13 new ice machines will be procured, delivered and installed at all fish markets in Grenada and Carriacou in 2021, through a grant from the Japan International Cooperation System (JICS).

a. What date was the grant support agreement with the Japanese signed?
b. Is there an implementation plan for the execution of the activities under the project?
c. (i) What month and year is the project scheduled to start; and 
(ii) What month and year is the project scheduled to end?
d. During which months and year are the ice machines scheduled to be:
(i) purchased; and
(ii) installed / upgraded?



QUESTION NO. 4

Questions to the Leader of Government’s Business on Poultry Policy 

a. Is there a listing of recommendations contained in the National Poultry Policy of 2017?
b. If yes, provide a listing of the recommendations. 
c. (i). Is there an implementation plan that is available for the National Poultry Policy?  
(ii). If yes, please provide a copy of the plan.
d. Indicate which element(s) has been implemented and the results of the implementation.
e. For recommendations not yet implemented, is there a time line that is available for items not yet implemented?



QUESTION NO. 5

Question to the Leader of Government’s Business on Pestilential activities of rodents

Do any of our hospitals have in stock the necessary medication/antidotes in the event that mongoose having rabies bite someone in our population?




Senator the Honourable Tessa St. Cyr, will ask the Leader of Government’s Business, Senator the Honourable Simon Stiell, the following questions:

QUESTION NO. 1

Question to the Leader of Government’s Business on List of Advisors to the Government 

0. Can the Leader of Government’s Business provide a list of all advisors to the government recruited during the period 2013 – 2018 and 2018 to present, their job descriptions, remuneration and benefit packages.




QUESTION NO. 2

Question to the Leader of Government’s Business on Tabling of Report in Parliament

0. In accordance with Part 2, Division 1 Section of the Education Act of Grenada 2002, the Minister for Education must table in Parliament an annual report on the state of education in Grenada within 12 months of the end of each school year. Can the Leader of Government’s Business indicate when such a report for the school years 2018-2019 and 2019-2020 would be so tabled?


QUESTION NO. 3

Question to the Leader of Government’s Business on Food deliveries to schools

0. Can the Leader of Government’s Business provide a list of unauthorized food deliveries to schools across Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Martinique, within the last year, indicating:

(a) The donors of the food
(b) The type of food (e.g. cooked, canned, bottled)
(c) The condition of the food (e.g. fresh, expired)
(d) The specific school to which the food was delivered
(e) The date (s) on which the food was delivered
QUESTION NO. 4

Question to the Leader of Government’s Business on Contracts


4.	As it relates to the types of employment contract being used by government, can the Leader of Government’s Business:
(a) Explain the difference between Contracts of Service and Contracts for Service, including duration/ length of contract?
(b) What criteria are being used to determine who gets Contracts of Service and Contracts for Service?
(c) What is the difference in remuneration and benefits of the above-mentioned contracts?



Senator the Honourable Roderick St. Clair would ask the Leader of Government Business, Senator the Honourable Simon Stiell the following 3 questions and requiring written responses:


QUESTION NO. 1

Questions to the Leader of Government Business on Praedial Larceny Fund

a. (i) Is the Praedial Larceny Fund as set out in Section 17 of the Praedial Larceny Act (Act No. 5 of 2005) in existence and operational?
(ii) If the fund does not exist then, provide an explanation for this deviation.
(b)  If, the Fund is existence and operational, then:
I. What is the dollar value in the Praedial Larceny Fund as of (i) December 31st 2020 (ii)March 31st 2021?
II. When was the last month and year monies were caused to be paid into the Praedial Larceny Fund? 
III. What was the dollar value the last monies that were caused to be paid into the Praedial Larceny Fund?
IV. When was the last month and year monies were caused to be paid out from the Praedial Larceny Fund? 
V. What was the dollar value of the last monies that were caused to be paid out from the Praedial Larceny Fund?


QUESTION NO. 2

Questions to the Leader of Government Business on Farm Machinery Pool of the Ministry of Agriculture

a. Is the Farm Machinery Services of the Ministry of Agriculture established to provide land ploughing for farmers and located at Mirabeau, St.Andrew’s currently functioning.
b. If it is not functioning:
(i) What month and year was it last functional?
(ii) What is (are) the reason(s) for the Ministry of Agriculture closing its Farm Machinery Service at Mirabeau.  
(ii) Is it government policy to have the Farm Machinery Service at Mirabeau reinstated. 

QUESTION NO. 3

Questions to the Leader of Government Business on the Position of Chief Agriculture Officer within the Ministry of Agriculture as approved in the Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for 2021 by the Parliament in December 2020.

(a) Is the position of the Chief Agriculture Officer within the Ministry of Agriculture currently vacant?
(b) What month and year did the position became vacant?
(c) Has the position been advertised since the time of vacancy?
(d) Is anyone appointed to act in the position since it became vacant?
(e) Is there a target month and year for filling the position of Chief Agriculture Officer?
(f) Are there any existing staff of the Ministry of Agriculture who satisfies the minimum requirements for the Job position of Chief Agriculture Officer?




13. Personal Explanations.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
14. Motions.

(a) By the Leader of Government’s Business

RESOLUTION FOR THE PURPOSES OF SECTION 17 (5) OF THE CONSTITUTION


WHEREAS there has been a worldwide outbreak of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) and on the 11th day March 2020 the World Health Organisation declared the outbreak a pandemic;

AND WHEREAS on the 22nd day of March 2020 the Ministry of Health of the Government of Grenada confirmed the first case of COVID-19 in the State of Grenada;

AND WHEREAS on the 25th day of March 2020 the Governor-General by Proclamation pursuant to section 17 of the Constitution declared that a state of emergency existed in the State of Grenada, when Parliament was not sitting; 

AND WHEREAS on the 30th day of March 2020 the Governor-General, by a second Proclamation pursuant to section 17 of the Constitution, revoked the first Proclamation and declared that a state of emergency existed in the State of Grenada, when Parliament was not sitting, and on the 17th day of April 2020 that Proclamation was approved by a resolution of both Houses of Parliament;

AND WHEREAS after the expiration of six months the declaration of a state of emergency dated the 30th day of March 2020 lapsed pursuant to section 17 (5) of the Constitution; 

AND WHEREAS on the 12th day of December 2020 the Ministry of Health of the Government of Grenada confirmed that a cluster of twenty-six positive cases of COVID-19 was discovered bringing the total number of active cases of COVID-19 in the State of Grenada to forty-four;

AND WHEREAS on the 21st day of December 2020 the Governor-General, by a third Proclamation pursuant to section 17 of the Constitution, declared that a state of emergency exists in the State of Grenada, when Parliament was not sitting;

AND WHEREAS on the 11th day of January 2021 the Governor-General, by a fourth Proclamation pursuant to section 17 of the Constitution, revoked the third proclamation and declared that a state of emergency exists in the State of Grenada when Parliament was not sitting;

AND WHEREAS section 17 (2) (b) of the Constitution provides that, where a declaration is made when Parliament is not sitting, a declaration of emergency shall lapse at the expiration of a period of twenty-one days beginning with the date of publication of the declaration unless it has in the meantime been approved by a resolution of both Houses of Parliament;

AND WHEREAS section 17 (5) of the Constitution provides that a resolution of a House of Parliament passed for the purposes of section 17 of the Constitution shall remain in force for six months or such shorter period as may be specified therein, Provided that any such resolution may be extended from time to time by a further such resolution, each extension not exceeding six months from the date of the resolution effecting the extension;

AND WHEREAS on the 15th day of January 2021 a majority of the House of Representatives passed a resolution that the declaration of emergency by the Governor-General dated the 11th day of January 2021 be approved for the period ending on the 14th day of July 2021;

AND WHEREAS on the 27th day of January 2021 a majority of the Senate passed a resolution that the declaration of emergency by the Governor-General dated the 11th day of January 2021 be approved for the period ending on the 14th day of July 2021;

AND WHEREAS on the 21st day of May 2021 a majority of the House of Representatives passed a resolution such that the declaration of emergency by the Governor-General dated the 11th day of January 2021 is extended for the period ending on the 20th day of November 2021;

AND WHEREAS the Leader of Government’s Business proposes that the Senate make a Resolution to extend the resolution of the Senate dated the 27th day of January 2021;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by a majority of all the members of the Senate that the declaration of emergency by the Governor-General dated the 11th day of January 2021 as set out in the Schedule to this Resolution is extended to the period ending on the 20th day of November 2021. 




SCHEDULE








15. Bills.

For First Reading and Remaining Stages:

· International Companies (Repeal) (Amendment) Bill, 2021;
· Immigration (Amendment) Bill, 2021;
· Eastern Caribbean Securities Regulatory Commission Agreement Bill, 2021;
· Securities Bill, 2021;
· Investment Funds Bill, 2021;
· Virtual Asset Business Bill, 2021.
· Remote Employment Bill, 2021


16. Public Business:

(a)  	By Senator the Honourable Roderick St. Clair:

WHEREAS the Caribbean Agro Industries Limited is a Corporation operating in the State of Grenada primarily involved in production of animal feed and flour;

AND WHEREAS the Government of Grenada has provided Caribbean Agro Industries Limited with Fiscal Incentives, CAP. 107, of S.R.O. 16 of 1978; 

AND WHEREAS the Government of Grenada has an agreement with the Investors of the Caribbean Agro Industries Limited that specify several terms and conditions to govern the operations of the both parties;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Government reviews the existing agreement including the fiscal incentives with the Caribbean Agro Industries Limited such that farmers would be able to get more affordable feed for their livestock.


(b)  By Senator the Honourable Roderick St. Clair:

WHEREAS it is necessary to provide for the services of the State of Grenada in any budget cycle by means of an Appropriation Act;

AND WHEREAS the Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for the Fiscal Year 1st January to 31st December, 2021 was approved at the sitting of the Senate in December, 2021;

AND WHEREAS the approved Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure presented the activities and work programme for the various Government Departments and Ministries;

AND WHEREAS the activities and work plan of the Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for Fiscal year 1st January to 31st December, 2021 so passed, did not provide a timeline of the activities and projects;

AND WHEREAS a timeline of activities will contribute to improved delivery of work plan activities, projects and cash flow management;

AND WHEREAS monitoring and evaluation is a prudent management process to improve delivery and implementation rates; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the activities and projects items presented in the now approved Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for the Fiscal Year 1st January to 31st December, 2021 be presented in a quarterly timeline to improve planning, implementation and monitoring.






(c)  	By Senator the Honourable André Lewis:

MOTION ON THE OWNERSHIP OF THE GRENADA ELECTRICITY SERVICES LIMITED (GRENLEC)

[bookmark: _Hlk60231299]WHEREAS accepting that the Government of Grenada has repurchased from WRB the controlling shares in GRENLEC;

AND WHEREAS accepting that GRENLEC is now publicly owned; 

AND WHEREAS Knowing that GRENLEC is one of the nation’s most important assets for economic, security, social, cultural, health and other  developmental activities; 

AND WHEREAS believing that this prized asset must serve the general good for Grenadians;

AND WHEREAS recognizing the need for Grenada to have control over its electricity generation;  

AND WHEREAS considering that the people of Grenada must to be in a position to begin to reap the benefits from GRENLEC;


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. The Government of Grenada must continue to be the majority shareholder.

2. Should any part of the Government of Grenada shares be divested, then local companies, diaspora and nationals must be given the preference to purchase the shares.



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT:
1.	If affirmed, this resolution be forwarded by way of message to the House of 	Representatives.



 (d) 	By Senator the Honourable Roderick St. Clair 

	ON CROP COMPENSATION SCHEDULE FOR FARMERS WHO SUFFER 

WHEREAS farmers have been experiencing increased incidents of crop damage from man and livestock;

AND WHEREAS the Agriculture Crop (Compensation) Act No. 9 of 1967 and Amended by SRO 32 of 1995, 
(a) makes provision for the amount of compensation payable for damage to agricultural crops and other trees;
(b) Section 4 gives the Minister the Power to Amend the Schedule by Order if he or she considers it expedient to do so;
AND WHEREAS it is over 25 years since the Crop Compensation Schedule was revised; 

AND WHEREAS the cost of inputs for the farmer has increased significantly over the past 25 years;

AND WHEREAS farmers deserve just compensation reflective of current realities of costs; 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT that the Minister (for Agriculture) be caused to act immediately in accordance with the powers vested in him under Section 4 of the Agriculture Compensation Act of 1995 to review and update the Crop Compensation Schedule of 1995 so that farmers can be justly compensated when they suffer crop loss or damage.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that section 4 of the act be modified to protect our farmers investments by specifying a time by which the Crop Compensation Schedule shall be amended instead of relying on when the Minister considers it expedient to do so.


[bookmark: _GoBack](f) 	Senator the Honourable André Lewis:
WHEREAS we are experiencing a worldwide health pandemic (COVID-19) which has and continue to infect and claim the lives of millions of people across the world;
AND WHEREAS this Pandemic has caused economic and social fallout unknown to man in recent history
AND WHEREAS these fall outs have impacted many working people to the extent of degrading their social status to that of poor and marginalised;
AND WHEREAS to save lives and address the economic and social fallout from the Pandemic the State of Grenada imposed a State of Emergency (SOE)
AND WHEREAS the State of Grenada (Grenada) has been following the protocols set out by the World Health Organisation (WHO);
AND WHEREAS those measures have caused the citizens to so far enjoy protection from the Pandemic;
AND WHEREAS vaccination has been introduced as another measure to contain the spread of Covid-19 and to save lives; 
AND WHEREAS the ongoing reopening of the Country’s border will continue to increase the risk of possible Covid-19 infections
AND WHEREAS the Government through the Prime Minister has declared that the State will not make vaccination mandatory;
AND WHEREAS some employers are now openly or surreptitiously making vaccination mandatory as a condition for the continued employment of workers.
AND WHEREAS for existing workers vaccination was never a condition of employment.
AND WHEREAS many workers are opposed to and resisting the concept of mandatory vaccination on principle or as violation of rights or out of sheer health concerns 
AND WHEREAS with the impact of social and other media pushing conspiracy and other theories against the taking of the vaccine many people are genuinely confused and could only be enlightened through active and organized public education campaigns
AND WHEREAS in light of the above making the vaccination mandatory may lead ultimately to more industrial disputes and confrontation between employer and employee which would not be in the best interest of the country at this time 
NOW THEREFORE, this Parliamentary Sitting of the Senate hereby resolve as follows: 
1. That no employer should make vaccination a condition of employment for existing workers.

2. That no worker should suffer any loss of benefits (pay etc) for not taking the vaccine.

3. That where workers are coerced into taking the vaccine, the employer should be liable where there are adverse reactions associated with vaccination.

4. Employers must consider securing adequate health insurance for all workers in the face of the new challenges brought on by Covid-19.

5. That there should be at least two brands of vaccines to allow for choices on the part of those wishing to be vaccinated.

6. That workers who are not vaccinated ought to be tested periodically and be required and expected to function in accordance strict enforcement of the protocols.

7. That the State ought to put measures in place to support a pro-active education campaign throughout Grenada, Carriacou and Petit Martinique to highlight the pros and cons of taking the vaccine.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT:

1.	If affirmed this resolution be forwarded by way of message to the House of 	Representatives.




17.  Adjournment.      
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