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CHAPTER 104
FIRE INQUIRY ACT

An Act to provide for the holding of investigations in cases of fire.

[19th September, 1888.]

1. Short title
This Act may be cited as the Fire Inquiry Act.

2. Police officer to repair to any fire and to make due inquiry into the cause thereof

Whenever a fire occurs it shall be the duty of the police officer to whom it first
becomes known forthwith to proceed or to cause some other member of the Police Force
to proceed to the scene of fire; and the officer, after performing such services as shall be
required of him or her in the due execution of his or her duty as a police officer, shall
make all due inquiry into the origin or cause of the fire.

3. Police officer to receive statements of any person able to give information

The police officer shall receive the statements of any person able to afford information
respecting the fire.

4. Police officer to fill up form in Schedule

The police officer shall as soon after as practicable fill up or cause to be filled up the
form in the Schedule and shall attach thereto the substance of any information given to
him or her as to the origin or cause of the fire.

5. Form to be forwarded to magistrate and Minister



The police officer shall, as soon as practicable but not later than twenty-four hours
from the time of his or her attending the fire, forward the said form to the Chief of Police,
for transmission to the magistrate of the district in which the fire occurred; and the Chief
of Police shall also send a copy of the form to the Minister.

6. Magistrate to fix day for inquiry

The magistrate upon receiving the form and upon being satisfied that there are
circumstances calling for an investigation into the origin or cause of the fire shall fix an
early day for holding the investigation:

Provided always that it shall be the duty of the magistrate, upon being so directed by
the Minister, to investigate under the provisions of this Act the origin or cause of any fire
whatsoever.

7. Investigation, when and how to be held

The magistrate may hold the investigation either in his or her court or at the place
where the fire occurred. He or she may issue summonses to witnesses free of charge; and
the procedure at the investigation shall be, so far as practicable, the same as the procedure
before a magistrate in the case of indictable offences.

8. Magistrate to forward result of investigation to the Minister

The magistrate shall as early as practicable after making the investigation forward the
proceedings or a certified copy thereof to the Minister.

9. Any person may be charged with causing fire

Nothing in this Act shall prevent any person from at any time being charged with
having caused any fire, nor shall anything in this Act entitle any person (except a person
against whom a charge has been laid for having maliciously caused the fire about which
the inquiry is held) to refuse to answer any question put by the magistrate as to the cause
of the fire; but no statement or answer made by any person under this Act shall be
admissible in evidence in any civil or criminal proceedings against him or her except in
proceedings for perjury.
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